The Sower and the Seed

Text: Mathew 13:4

I. Rules for interpreting parables

The word parable means to place alongside for measurement or comparison (like a yardstick) it is an objective illustration for spiritual or moral truth. 

Our definition of a parable: an earthly story that tells heavenly truth. 

A. Rules For Interpreting A Parable:

B. The Main Point

The main point of Matthew 13:1-9 is not who is saved or not saved but the types of citizens of the kingdom and their reception or rejection of the seed which will exist during the church (interadvent) age.

WAYSIDE   MATTHEW 13:4

C. Wayside Soil

1. Soil That Had Been Compressed By The Walking Of Others In The Field Or The Sower.

2. As others walk in the field the paths they walk become compressed and hard.

3. Even the place where the sower walks in his planting can become compacted.

4. Due to the stress the soil compacts and hardens, the seed falling on it cannot penetrate and take root. Birds, the agents of Satan snatch it away.

D. Wayside Hearts

1. What is a heart that is a wayside heart?

2. What causes a heart to be a wayside heart?

E. Scripture: Ecclesiates 4:5-8

STONY     MATTHEW 13:5-6

F. Stony Soil

1. Shallow Soil With A Rocky Ledge Beneath

2. Seeds in the shallow soil spring up quickly due to the sun heating the rock underneath the  seeds.

3. But when the roots strike the rock they cannot find nourishment and so the plant withers.

G. Stony Hearts

1. What is a stony heart?

2. What happens to these?

H. Scripture Ephesians 3:16-19  

THORNY    MATTHEW 13:7

I. Thorny Soil

1. Soil On The Fringe Of The Field Which Is Easily Over Grown With Weeds.

2. It is rich soil, but it is too crowed with thorns to bring forth fruit the plants are starved, overshadowed and stunted.

J. Thorny Hearts

1. What kind of hearts are thorny soil?

2. What is the result of such a life?

K. Scripture: 1 John 2:14 -18

GOOD      MATTHEW 13:8

L. Good Soil

1. The Rich, Fertile Soil.  Worked Deeply, Enriched By The Constant Attention Of The Sower.

2. Good soil is plowed deeply and often.

3. It is fertilized and given nutrients to help it sustain growth.

4. It is well watered.

M. Good Heart

1. What are hearts in the good soil?

N. Scripture: John 15:1-4  

1. Where does this heart get it's nourishment?

O. Scripture: Proverbs 3:1-8 

1. If the word is fertilizer then what might be water?

2. Scripture: John 4:13-14 
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