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Applying the lessons of the Tabernacle 

to New Testament Believers.

Student Book
Background of the Tabernacle

Introduction

When God called His people out of Egypt it was to take them to the land promised to Abraham their forefather.  God wanted these people to be His people, His desire was to form a relationship that was much closer than anything they had shared previously.  Along the way to Canaan there would be extreme hardships, dangers and difficulties.  God's presence in the midst of his people was a necessity if their relationship would deepen and the difficulties overcome.  


God led Moses to Mt. Sinai, here the law and the plans for the tabernacle were given.  The tabernacle would be the place where the nation of Israel would meet with God while they traveled to Canaan.  God's power and presence could be felt and seen as the tribes camped around the tent of meeting, the tabernacle became the focal point and center of their lives in union with their God.


The tabernacle was not just a beautiful tent, however.  The tabernacle was a symbol of a future relationship each believer would share through Jesus.  Each piece of furniture, each covering and tapestry pointed to the Savior who would come and give his life to redeem all of mankind.


As a symbol of Jesus the tabernacle has much to teach New Testament believers today.  I believe that each part of the tabernacle can be applied to our relationship with Jesus.  Each room points to a deeper, more intimate relationship with God through our high priest Jesus Christ.


Let's begin by reviewing the Exodus, the physical time and place of the tabernacle.
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Mt. Sinai


Exit from Egypt
1
Israelites told to leave Egypt by Pharaoh, the Egyptian King. The years of slavery are over (Exodus 12:29-36).
2
They travel to the region of the Bitter Lakes (Exodus 12:37-39).
3
Pharaoh changes his mind and pursues his escaped slaves. He traps the Israelites against the sea (Exodus 14:5-12).
4
God tells Moses to hold his stick out over the sea. The waters are driven back and the people cross on dry land. Egyptians drowned as the water returns (Ex. 14:13-31).
5
After 3 days they arrive at Marah—but water is too bitter to drink (Ex. 15:22-26).
6
God first provides manna and quails to eat (Exodus 16).
7
God provides water from rock. The Amalekites attack and are defeated. Moses' father-in-law advises Moses (Exodus 17–18).
8
At Mt Sinai, Israel recieves the Law from God (Exodus 19–32).
9
Miriam becomes leprous for her jealousy and rebellion against Moses (Nu 12:1-16).
10  Eleven days after leaving Mt Sinai, Moses sends 12 spies into Canaan (Nu 13:1-24).
11  The spies return. Ten bring bad reports, leading the people to rebellion. They want a new leader to take them back to Egypt (Numbers 13:25–14:10
12  As punishment, God sends them to wander in the desert 40 years before entering Canaan (Numbers 14:11-38).
Mount Sinai
The location of this mountain is uncertain. Tradition and most of the modern scholars accept Jebel Musa as Mt Sinai.  The tradition in favour of Jebel Musa is so ancient (about 1,500 years) and the granite formations so imposing that it is quite probably Mt Sinai. Furthermore, a few stations en route to the mountain point to the same conclusion.  Mt Sinai is also called Horeb in the OT. Traveling past March and Elm, the Israelites reached Sinai in the 3rd month after their departure from Egypt (Ex. 19:1), and camped at its foot on a plain from which the top was visible (Ex. 19:16, 18, 20). The Lord revealed himself to Moses on this mountain and gave the Ten Commandments and other laws. The covenant made here between God and the people played a major role in binding the tribes together and molding them into one nation serving one God. 

Bibliography. B. Rothenberg, God's Wilderness, 1961; W. Beyerlin, Origins and History of the Oldest Sinaitic Traditions, 1965; B. Zuber, Vier Studien zu den Ursprüngen Israels, 1976, pp. 16-49. 
f.c.f.

Scripture References
The main passages dealing with the tabernacle are found in Exodus 25-31, 35-40.

Read Exodus 25:8, 21-22.  What is the purpose of the tabernacle?

____________________________________________________________
In the New Testament, Stephen's sermon before being stoned uses the tabernacle as and illustration of God dwelling with men.  The writer of Hebrews uses the tabernacle as an example of more excellent way of Christ over the OT traditions.  The word tabernacle is used often by Paul to point out the temporary dwelling place we have in our earthly bodies.

The Construction of the Tabernacle
Raw Materials
According to Exodus 25:1-9 Where did the material for the tabernacle come from?

____________________________________________________________
Where did the former Israelite slaves get these materials?

____________________________________________________________
Materials are listed in Exodus 25:3ff.; 35:4ff.: gold, silver, bronze; blue, purple. scarlet material, fine twined linen; goats' hair, dyed rams' skins, goatskins, acacia wood, oil for lamps, spices for the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, onyx stones, and stones for the ephod and the breastpiece. The three metals of ancient times-bronze, silver and gold are used in meaningful gradation from the outer court to the most holy place. The most artistic use of the metals is found in the cherubim and the golden lampstand. The wood used throughout the structure was shittim or acacia wood, known for its durability.  The material employed was linen, also fine twined linen. dyed blue, purple, and scarlet (25:4).  The yarn was spun by women in charge of the weaving (35:25, 35); the work included both embroidery and tapestry.

Framework.  The framework of the Tabernacle (Exodus 26:15-37; 36:20-38) was made of forty-eight wooden frames, l5 ft. high by 27 in. wide with three vertical arms joined by three cross pieces. These were placed in wooden supports and over them were hung the large curtains. Over all were spread three covers. The framework was constructed using uprights of acacia wood, making three sides of the oblong structure.  The front was closed by an embroidered screen (26:36,37).  The boards, forty-eight in number, were overlaid with gold. The construction was divided into two compartments separated by a veil, hung from four pillars overlaid with gold and set in sockets of silver. The veil, like the covering of the Tabernacle, was woven with blue, purple, and scarlet, with figures of cherubim. The holy place was 30 ft by 15 ft broad;  the most holy place was 15 ft. square. 

Covering. The Coverings of the Tabernacle are described in Exodus 26:1-14 and 36:8,9. The wooden framework of the Tabernacle had three coverings: the total covering of Tabernacle itself, the covering of goats, and the covering of rams' and goatskins spread over the entire structure. The first covering was made of ten curtains of fine twined linen woven with blue, purple, and scarlet, with figures of cherubim. The second covering was of eleven curtains of goats' hair.  The top covering was made of rams' skins dyed red and goatskins.

Court of the Tabernacle. The description of thee court is found in Exodus 27:9-18 and 38:9-20. the court of the Tabernacle was a rectangle on an E to W plan, 100 cubits (c. 150 ft.) long and 50 cubits wide. To the W was the Tabernacle proper and to the E, the altar. The court was screened off from the camp by five white curtains five cubits high. It was an enclosure of 150 ft. in length and 75 ft. in breadth, with curtains of fine twined linen supported on bronze pillars and attached by silver hooks. In the court stood the altar of burnt offering and the laver, the latter being set between the altar and the Tabernacle proper (30:17-21). The entrance to the court was from the eastern side through a "gate" or "screen" with its hangings. -Bibliography; Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible Vol. 5

The Tabernacle
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Dimensions ( One cubit equals approximately 1.5 feet)

Court: 100 x 50 cubits, 150 x 75 ft; Gate: 20 cubits, 30 ft; Tabernacle: 30 x 10 x 10 cubits, 45 x 15 x 15 ft; Holy Place: 20 x 10 x 10 cubits, 30 x 15 x 15 ft;

Most Holy Place: 10 x 10 x 10 , 15 x 15 x 15 ft

Diagrams adapted from Jensen's Bible Study Charts, Moody Press.

Tabernacle Christians: 

Dwelling with God.

Lesson 2 OuterCourt Christians
Outer Court Christians
Text: Ex 25:1-9, 27:1-18, 30:17-21


If someone told you that there was a tent inside which you could see the future, you would probably think of a gypsy and a crystal ball at the state fair.  If you were an Israelite on your way to the promised land that tent would be the tabernacle and it not only was the assurance of your future, it also would point thousands of years into the future toward the Messiah which would redeem mankind.


Today we want to look at that same tabernacle and see our future with the Messiah we now know was Jesus.  We will look at the sections or rooms of the tabernacle and apply these to our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Let's begin with the Outer Court.

Separation: The wall

The Physical Wall
Read Exodus 27:9-18

A cubit is roughly 18 inches or 1 1/2 feet in length.  Keeping this in mind how big was the tabernacle court yard?

________________________________________.
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How many posts made up the wall?  How far apart were they?

__________________________________________________


Each post was made out of acacia wood on the bottom was a bronze socket, a silver capital on top and silver hooks just under the capital.  Cords would be tied to these hooks and the post held in place by stakes on the inside and the outside of the wall.  Along the tops of each post was a connecting rod made of silver which spaced the pillars and upon which the fabric that made up the wall rested.  There were 40 curtains that made up the wall.  These were made out of finely woven white linen, 5 cubits by 5 cubits.


On the east side of the tabernacle was the gate, 20 cubits wide.  All of it's posts were made out of bronze.  The fabric of the gate was different than that of the wall.  It was actually four different colored threads embroidered together to make one cloth.  The colors of the gate were blue, purple, scarlet and bright white.  The gate was the only entrance into the courtyard and it always faced East, the direction of the rising sun.

The Spiritual Wall

The wall of the tabernacle showed separation between God and the people.  There was no free access to the tabernacle proper.  Once the wall was in place there was no way under, over or around, those who wanted to come near to God had to go through the gate.


All mankind is separated from God, not by a physical wall but by a spiritual one.  We cannot draw near to God because of this separation.  Why are we apart from God?  Read the following passages.

Romans 3:23, Romans 5:12, Isaiah 59:1-2

What has separated us from God?

____________________________________________________________
When did this occur?

____________________________________________________________
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The Gate


As the gate of the tabernacle provided the only way into the tabernacle, so there is only one way into a relationship with God.  The spiritual gate is Jesus, the Son of God.  In John 14:6 Jesus himself tells us this.  Recall what he said.

____________________________________________________________

The outer court gate, the curtain to the holy place and the veil of the most holy place were all made of the same materials.  Let's look more closely at these four fabrics.

The fabrics came in four colors blue, purple, scarlet and white.  Each of these used so often and in such places of prominence are an outstanding type or symbol of Jesus Christ.

Blue was the color of the sky, the color of heaven.  It points to Jesus, God the Son coming from heaven down to earth to become man.

Purple was the color reserved for royalty.  It was very scarce and hard to obtain.  Jesus is the king of glory, the king of creation.  In mockery the Roman soldier put a crown of thorns and a purple robe on him and called him, "King of the Jews."

Scarlet is the color of blood.  It point to Jesus who poured out his life's blood on the cross as our substitute.  Giving himself in obedience to the Father and in love for us.

White is the color of purity and righteousness.  Only a pure, sinless offering could be the substitute for the sin of the world.  Jesus live his life as a perfect, sinless man that He would show Himself worthy as our redeemer.


These same portrayals of Jesus in the colors of the tabernacle gate and veil are also seen in other "types" throughout scripture.  In many places Jesus is seen in these for portraits of King, God, Man, and Servant.

The largest portraits of Christ are of course found in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Four accounts of the same story, yet each with a distinctive view of Jesus.

Read Matthew 1:1.  What view of Jesus is Matthew showing by linking Jesus directly back to David?

____________________________________________________________
Read Mark 10:45.  Who does Mark see Jesus as?

____________________________________________________________
Read Luke 19:10.   This title is use often by Luke of Jesus, what side of Christ does it show?

____________________________________________________________
Read John 1:1.  Who is the Word?  What does John want us to see about Jesus?

____________________________________________________________

Also notice the cherubim and seraphim around the throne in Ezekeil and John's visions.  Ezekeil 1:5-10, Revelation 4:7

____________________________________________________________
Only Jesus Christ was and is all of these thing seen in the portraits.  Only He is the God-man.  Only He is the ruling-servant.  Only He could be the gate for us to enter into a relationship with His Father.

Sacrifice: The altar

Read Exodus 27:1-7


Standing at the entrance of the gate, imposing itself in the courtyard would be the Brazen Altar.  The altar measured 5 x 5 x 3 cubits (7.5 ft. around by 4.5 ft high.)  It was constructed out of acacia wood overlaid with bronze.  It was a hollow box, with a  solid bronze grate halfway up on the inside.  There were rings attached to the side through which poles could be attached for carrying when they marched.  On each of the four corners of the altar were horns also made out of bronze.


Upon this altar the sacrifices of the people were offered to God.  Only a person with a sacrifice could enter into the tabernacle courtyard.  This sacrifice must be without spot or blemish, a lamb, ox, or turtledove to be offered to God as an acknowledgment of sin or thanksgiving.


The offerer would bring his offering through the gate and then in the presence of the priest would lay his hands upon the animals head, signifying it as his offering for sin.  Then with the animal still alive, the throat would be slit and the blood collect to be put upon the horns of the altar.  The animal then would be cut into pieces and arranged  upon the altar to be burnt.

When we come to our gate Jesus Christ, it must be also with the understanding of an unspotted sacrifice.  Salvation is accomplished by the sacrifice of "the lamb of God" Jesus.  It is applied to us when we realize that Jesus died for us.  When I accept the substitution of Jesus, His sacrificial death and shed blood save me.  I am redeemed, brought back to God by Him.  

Sanctification: The laver

Read Exodus 30:17-21


Just behind the Brazen Altar stood the Laver.  A large basin filled with water.  There are no dimensions given for the laver, though it would be quite large and probably near a scale to the altar.  It also was made of bronze.    The laver was used by the priests who would wash themselves before they served God inside the tabernacle.  The would wash their hands and their feet in the basin.


The laver was for physical cleansing, it points as a type to the spiritual cleansing from sin which is ours in Jesus' forgiveness.   As there were no dimension given for the laver we are reminded that there is no limit to the forgiveness we find in Jesus.  

Read Psalms 103:12.  What does this verse tell us about the unlimited forgiveness of God.

____________________________________________________________

Read 1John 1:9.  What is the condition of forgiveness?  

____________________________________________________________
No past sin, no length of time, no repeated iniquity can extinguish the power of forgiveness found in the shed blood of Jesus.

The laver reminds us that to be dwell with God we must be clean, that cleanliness comes only with confess and forgiveness.

OuterCourt Christians


If I have entered into fellowship with God through the only gate, Jesus Christ.  If I have made Him my substitute for sin.  If I have been cleansed of my unrighteousness by His cleansing blood, I stand in the courtyard.  I am a child of God, I am saved, I am on my way to heaven.  I know the blessing of forgiveness.  So much is mine here.


Yet, I have only begun my journey with God.  The courtyard in Moses time was for those who were limited by rank or birth from becoming a priest.  Those who were priest could enter into the holy place.  In the New Testament, the Bible says we are priests, we can enter into the presence of God ourselves.  Here is privilege, here is honor to approach even closer to the presence of God.  Though this privilege is ours most Christians remain in the courtyard.  Content with their level of intimacy with God to be only the barest basics of what God can and wants to be to us.  Having journeyed through the gate, they now sit stagnant as if there is no where else to go.  Salvation is the most important thing in the world until you are saved, then it becomes the least important thing.

Look towards the tent above it stands the glory of God, and within its walls there is a fuller, deeper relationship with God.  We are priests let us boldly enter where God is.

-Illustration taken from "The Tabernacle of God in the Wilderness" by Paul F. Kiene Lamplighter Books.

Tabernacle Christians: 

Dwelling with God.
Lesson 3 Holy Room Christians
Holy Room Christians

Text: Exodus 25, 27, 30

In our last lesson we examined the Outer Court of the Tabernacle.  We examined the dividing wall and the gate, the brazen altar and the laver.  It was only through the gate that any could enter into the tabernacle courtyard and then only with a proper sacrifice.  All of these were types of Jesus Christ and the life and death he would have in order to bring us back to God.  


This week we will examine the Holy Room.  It was here that the priests ministered daily.   Only the priests could enter into the Holy Room to look after the articles of furniture  therein.  As New Testament believers we are also priests and each of us should long to pass from the Outer Court of  Christ's sacrifice and sanctification into the Holy Room of Christ's sustenance, sight and supplication.  
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In the Holy Room were three articles of furniture, the table of Shewbread, the Golden Lampstand and the Altar of Incense.  If we will examine these furnishings we will find several applications to how we might furnish our own spiritual life.

The Table of Shewbread: Sustenance.
Description
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The table of shewbread was gold covered and measured 3 feet long by 1 1/2 feet wide by 2' 3" high.  Along the edge of the table top were two rims, the top one designed as a crown.  Upon the table would be placed in two rows 12 loaves of bread.  The bread represented the 12 tribes of Israel and they were to be place in the presence of God from one sabbath until the next.  At the time the old bread was removed and the fresh loaves placed on the table.  Upon each row of bread frankincense was to be placed probably in one of the golden vessels which were used in the carrying and handling of the bread and incense.  The frankincense was burnt upon the altar of incense when the bread was changed.

The twelve loaves representing the tribes of Israel were to be in the prescience of God at all times within the Holy Room.  This was a symbol of God's watchcare, and sustenance of His people.  The table represented the one who would bear these into God's presence.  The gold was symbolic of Jesus deity.  


What can I learn from this symbolism?  That I should constantly be aware of Jesus sustaining of me now.  In every situation and in every possibility it is Jesus which holds me and bears me up.  


I must cultivate and capitalize upon the fact that the Creator of the Universe is with me at all times.  If any situation should overcome me Jesus has promised to pick me up and carry me through.  Read the following passage.

Psalms 37:23  The steps of a [good] man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

  24  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth [him with] his hand.

  25  I have been young, and [now] am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.

  26  [He is] ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed [is] blessed.
What does this passage promise?  What does it not promise?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Compare the above passage with John 10:27-29

  27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

  28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,

 neither shall any [man] pluck them out of my hand.

  29  My Father, which gave [them] me, is greater than all; and no [man] is able to pluck [them] out of my Father's hand.

What do the two passages share?  How are they different?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

The lesson of the shewbread is to fully understand the security and sustenance of being at all times in God's presence.  Paul understood this and was able to undergo tremendous pressure and pain in his life.  Read Romans 8:  31 ¶ What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who [can

 be] against us?

  32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

  33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? [It is] God that justifieth.

  34  Who [is] he that condemneth? [It is] Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

  35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

  36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

  37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

What strikes you about this passage?  What are the contrasts contained in it?  What is the key to grasping what Paul has grasped?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
The Golden Lampstand: Sight

Description
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If we looked directly across the room from the table of shewbread to the South side of the Holy Room we would see the golden lampstand.  The lampstand stood 2 ft 6 in high, 3' 6" wide and weighed 94 pounds.  It was beaten into the shape of almond branches from a single piece of solid gold.  There was a central stem with 6 branches growing out from the center.  At the end of each branch there was a gold cup in the shape of an almond.  This cup held the oil which was made from freshly pressed olives. The oil was to be supplied directly from the people and was to be fresh and from the first pressing of the olive.

The lampstand illuminated the Holy Place.  It allowed the priest to be able to do the work which he had been appointed by God to do.  To the nation of Israel it was a reminder that God would lead them and guide them through the darkness of the wilderness.

Application


If I apply the lampstand to my New Testament life, I would apply it in the leadership and guidance of Jesus in my life.  Jesus said in John 8:12, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have    the light of life."


Since we lack the lampstand or the pillar of fire that led Israel where do we turn for this light and guidance?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

By allowing the word to instruct me and the Word to inspire me I can do the things which God wants me to do.  Without the illuminating power of God's word I am wandering in the dark without a hope of accomplishing what God wants me to do.  This seems so elemental, so simple.  Yet, most Christians, even most Baptist cannot take their own Bible and use it to lead someone else to Christ.  We cannot properly quote it and when we do it is often out of context or inappropriately applied.  We too often are wandering in the dark haphazardly trying to serve God.


What scripture would you use if a friend asked you to show them from God's word how to be saved?  What scripture would you use if they asked you how to raise their children, or how to quit a sinful habit, or what the church really is?


What can be done?  If you look back at the lampstands we can find a solution.  The oil which was used to light the lamps was a constant sacrifice from the people, not the priests.  Not only was it from the people but it had to be oil that was of the first pressing, in other words the very best.  This oil was then used to fill the lamps and the work of God could continue.  


If we are priests as the New Testament tells us then we are the ones filling the lamps and doing the work of God.  In order to keep our lamps lit, in order to see what God's word says we must supply the oil.  I must dedicate myself to giving to God the best of my time for the purpose of studying His word.  It must not be time mixed with the distractions of the world.  It must be the pressing of my life which are first poured out daily.  Until I can dedicate a portion of my day to the undiluted study of God's word, I will remain blind in my attempts to serve God fully.


Read this familiar passage of scripture in 2 Tim 2:15    Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

How am I shown to be a workman needing not to be ashamed?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

In my time of study and diligence, the voice which I must heed above all others is that of Jesus.  When He speaks I must listen, where He leads I must follow, and when He calls I must respond.   Wherever He leads there will be light and I need never fear walking in the darkness.  


Let me give you an illustration of the importance of this kind of illumination in our lives.  A farmer and his son were working on a wagon down in the barn.  The farmer realized that he needed a tool which was up at the house about a quarter of a mile from the barn.  


"Son, he said looking to his 7 year old boy. "Would you go up to the house and get me the big crescent wrench?"


The little boy looked out into the darkness which was now all around the barn and though he wanted to please his father he was afraid.


"Daddy, I can't find my way to the house.  It's too dark."


"I know it's dark, but I would never ask you to do something I wouldn't help you to do.  Here take this lantern and carry it with you to the house.  I only want you to walk as far as the light shines on the ground.  Can you do that for me?"


The little boy took the lantern and looking at his father stepped out into the night.  He looked down at the ground and saw the circle of light from the lantern stretching four or five feet in front of him.  


"I can walk to there," he thought and he did.  As he walked the light continued to shine a few feet in front of his feet and he continued to realized, "I can walk to there."  Soon he found himself at the house and fetched his fathers wrench.  Still walking in the light he returned to help his father fix the wagon.


How are we like the boy in the story?  What else is important?  What is the overall lesson of the storty?


____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

The Psalmist was aware of this truth when he wrote in Psalms 119:105,  "Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path."

The Altar of Incense: Supplication.
Description
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The final piece of furniture in the Holy Room was the altar of incense also called the golden altar.  It was 1 1/2 feet square and 3 feet high.  It had a rim all around the top edge and at each corner there was a horn.  The altar was placed directly in front of the veil which separated the Holy Room from the Most Holy Room of the Holies of Holies.    The fire for the altar of incense had to come from coals taken off the Brazen Altar in the courtyard.  The incense which was burned here was restricted to only being burned here.  Nowhere else in all the camp of Israel could it be burned.  The odor of the incense filled the tabernacle area and was "well pleasing to God."  On the High Day of Atonement, Yom Kippor, blood from the sacrifice was placed upon the horns of the altar of incense by the priest on His way into the Most Holy Place.


The altar of incense to the Israelites meant that they had access to God.  The incense ascended up into his very presence and was pleased Him.  However all the details of the burning had to be according to what God had prescribed, the coals, the spices and the blood from the altar of sacrifice all had to be according to His standards.

Application


The Altar of Incense could be compared to prayer in the Christian's life.  It is through prayer that we come into the presence of God, and it is often in prayer that I am fully aware of that presence.  Prayer to have it's full benefit in the life of a Holy Room Christian, must be like the Altar.


First I must realize that the altar is a representation of Christ.  The gold overlay, the coals and blood taken from the Burnt Offering and sacrificial lamb all point to Jesus.  In our own altar of prayer it is through Jesus death for me that I now have access to God.  


In 1Timothy 2:5 Paul points out the importance of Jesus our mediator, "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."  As the Israelites could only burn the incense on the altar in the Holy Room, we should realize that there is only one way of salvation and one means of contact with God through Jesus the Son.


On my own I have no means of approach but through Jesus I can boldly go even to the throne room itself.


Hebrew 4:16 say, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."  This is only possible through what Jesus has done for us.


I must also remember that in prayer I am in the very presence of God.  Many times I do not prayer for this very reason.  Praying is to touch the Almighty, his attention is turned upon me and more importantly mine is turned upon Him.  As the Old Testament priest would come into the Holy Place the odor of the incense would be almost overpowering in this small windowless room.  The sense of awe and humility would be very staggering.  So must our praylife be!  If I could come before God in this sense of standing before the Ruler and Creator of all the Universe what a change my prayers would take.  Instead of the emphasis being on me, I would turn my emphasis upon the one who I worship.  Instead of asking God to change things for me, I would ask him to change me for greater things!


Notice Davids prayer for change in Psalms 139:23  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  This is prayer at its most powerful, when my life and heart is willing laid open before God and I ask him to make me what He wants me to be.

Conclusion


Here are the marks of a Holy Room Christian, 

· They are keenly aware that they are approaching and dependent upon God.  

· They live through God's power that sustains and keeps them.

· They serve in God's light that instructs and leads them.

· They dwell in God's fellowship of prayer that changes and empowers them.  


Are you a Holy Room Christian or are you still in the courtyard wondering what goes on inside the tabernacle of God?  I can only push back the curtains and enter in to this stage of Christian maturity by determination of mind and humility of spirit.  The willingness to experience what God has in store for me coupled with the knowledge that only God can lead me to greater things in relationship with Him through Jesus Christ.


Prominent over all must be the centrality of Jesus Christ.  It is His death that has given me authority to enter where only the Old Testament priests could go.  It is His mediation that allows me access to God, it is His example and teaching that directs my work and it is His power that sustains and secures my life and soul.
Tabernacle Christians: 

Dwelling with God.

Lesson 4 Most Holy Place Christians
Most Holy Place Christians.

In this lesson we move into the innermost sanctum of the tabernacle, a room that only the High Priest of Israel could enter and even he could only come into the Most Holy Place once a year on the Day of Atonement.  What will we learn here?  How will our relationship with God be changed and challenged by this most awesome room in the tabernacle.
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Where we have been.
Let's review just a moment what we have seen so far.

The Outer Court

It was in the outer court that we entered through the one gate.  Standing in the foreground of the court was the Brazen Altar and the behind it the Bronze Laver.  


This all represents Jesus Christ as we come to know Him at salvation.  He is seen as the one and only way, as our sacrifice upon the cross and through His blood the cleansing of our sin.  These are the pictures of Jesus as our Saviour and substitute.


It is in the Outer Court that we are first introduced to Jesus.  It is a powerful and moving introduction, yet the Outer Court experience of salvation is only as the first step of Christianity.  Salvation is the most important thing in the world until you are saved then it becomes the least important.  To dwell in the Outer Court would be to only know Jesus in a single facet of who He is.  It would be to limit our relationship to only the salvation experience itself and there is much more.

The Holy Place

Passing from the Outer Court into the tabernacle we come into the Holy Place.  We are immediately struck by the smell of incense, olive oil and bread.  Here we see the Table of Shewbread, the Golden Lampstand, and the Altar of Incense.  Now we glimpse more of the Saviour than just his death.  We begin to know Him as working and moving in our lives daily.


The Table of Shewbread represents Jesus as our sustenance, the power through which we live our lives everyday.  The Lampstand represents guidance, Jesus through the word leading and showing us how to live in this world.  The Altar of Incense represents prayer, our privilege to go to Him at all times and know we are accepted and heard in his presence.


Yet this is not all.  To enter into the Holy Place is a vast step from the Outer Court and a believer could spend a lifetime in finding more of Jesus as our sustenance, guidance and intercessor.  Yet one room remains, the most awesome of all, a place where few enter.  We next enter into the Most Holy Place where the presence of God dwelt.

The Most Holy Place.

The Veil  Exodus 26:31-33


Just beyond the altar of Incense a veil hung in the tabernacle.  The veil stretched from wall to wall and floor to ceiling.   It contained the same colors as the gate and the curtain that marked the entrance to the Holy Place.  These colors red, blue, white and gold all point to Jesus.  Turn to Phillipians 2:5-11 and read the passage.  Can you point out the four representations of Christ in this passage?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Woven into the fabric of the veil would be intricate, cunning embroidery of cherubim.  Angels much like those which stood at the entrance of the Garden of Eden to prevent entrance back into the Garden.


When Jesus called out on the cross "It is finished" the veil in the temple was torn from top to bottom.  What do you think this signified?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
The Room

The Most Holy Place measured 15' by 15' by 15'.  It was overlaid with the coverings we studied in lesson one and the pillars which made up its walls were fastened together with rings and rods to form a solid wall.  These pillars were covered with solid gold overlaying acacia wood.  Entering into the Most Holy Place would be like walking into a room with walls of gold and a ceiling of angels.  Read Hebrews 9:2-7, 23-24 and explain why the room was designed in such a manner.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
The Ark  Exodus 25:1-22
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The Ark of the Covenant stood in the center of the Most Holy Place. It was the most significant piece of furniture in all the tabernacle.  It measured 2 1/2 cubits long, 1 1/2 cubits wide and deep.  


It was a box constructed from acacia wood overlaid inside and outside with pure gold.  Along the top edge of the ark a crown would go around the box forming a raised rim.  A gold ring was fastened to each corner of the ark and a gold overlaid pole would be inserted there for carrying the ark.  On top of the ark the mercy seat was placed.  This would be the exact dimensions to form a lid upon the top of the ark.  It was constructed of solid gold not overlaid wood.  Two figures of cherubim, one on each end, knelt on top of the mercy seat.  They faced each other with their wings spreading up and over the mercy seat itself.


Inside the ark, God instructed Moses to place three items.  Read the following passages and tell what they were.

Exodus 25:16  ________________________________________
Numbers 17:10 ________________________________________
Exodus 16:33  ________________________________________
Hebrews 9:4 ________________________________________
The Censor  Leviticus 16:12-14


In addition to the things that stayed inside the Most Holy Place, there was an article that entered into the room with the priest.  This was a censer used to carry live coals from the Brazen Altar into the Most Holy Place, once inside the high priest would pour finely ground incense upon the coals in the censer.  This was to cover the mercy seat with smoke from the incense.  Aaron would then sprinkle the blood from the offering of atonement upon the mercy seat.

Applying the Most Holy Place to my life.

The Veil
Read  Mt 27:51 and  Heb 10:19-22.  What happened to the veil upon the death of Jesus Christ?

___________________________________________________________
What does this signify for us as New Testament believers?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
The Censer
Read Ephesians 5:2  What did the coals and incense represent?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
The Ark & The Mercy Seat

The Ark of the Covenant, was a reminder of the utmost sacredness of God's relationship with the Israelite people.  Inside the Ark were the symbols of this relationship.  First the tables of stone upon which the Ten Commandments were written.  These were the revelation of God's person towards His people.  Through the law they could see the character and  holiness of God.  Second was the pot of manna, placed there to show the provision of God for His people.  Finally, Aaron's rod was placed in the ark this as a proof of Aaron as the true priest of God.  Upon the top of the Ark was placed the Mercy Seat  upon which Aaron would offer the blood of sacrifice for the sins of the nation of Israel.  Above the Mercy Seat and between the cherubim was the Shekinah Glory, the actual presence of God.

Making Application.

To enter into this stage of maturity and walk with God, to become a Most Holy Room Christian, these are what I must be become aware of in my relationship with God.


God's Person.


In the Ark of the Covenant God told Moses to place the tablets of stone that contained the Ten Commandments of God toward His people.  These were not the entire code of law, but a compacted intensified summary of what the full law would spell out in detail.  They also were a revelation of God's attributes and character to the Israelites.  Through the Ten Commandments they would begin to see who God was.


If I am to ever walk closely with God, I must know who God is.  Not only is this revealed through the law or the names of God, it is revealed most clearly in the Son of God who came to earth.  Read Hebrews 1:1-3  What is the greatest revelation of God towards men? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

The Most Holy Room Christian looks to Jesus and yearns to know Him more and more with each day.  In this relationship the Most Holy Room Christian truly comes to know God.   We cannot know God in the way in which He desires us to, except through Jesus Christ.  Notice how well Paul states this truth.  Read Paul's desire about knowing Christ in  Phillip 3:8-10.  How great was Paul's desire to know Christ?  

___________________________________________________________
What was the outcome of Paul's willingness to lose all?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

God's Power.


God's power was symbolized in the ark by the pot of manna. Jesus tells us that the manna was a symbol of Himself.  He was the true bread of life. Read John 6:32-33.  The passage in John 6 followed Jesus multiplying the loaves and fishes for the multitude.  What does the New Testament event share with God's provision of manna in the Old Testament? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

The Most Holy Room Christian knows and has experienced the power of God.  He not only has the provision of salvation, but has learned in every circumstance of life that God will provide for his needs.  Therefore he has come to rely solely upon God for all that God deems as needful for his life.  This is real faith.  This is the beginning of knowing God's power in my life now.  


Notice how Paul reveals this in Phillipians 4:11-13.   What is the key to Paul's ability to do all things?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

God's Priest.


Aaron's rod was also kept inside the Ark.  This rod was a proof that Aaron and his sons were the family through which God would establish His priests.  The rod was an undeniable token of God's will for Aaron to be the mediator of the tabernacle sacrifices.


In the mind of the Most Holy Room Christian there must be the preeminent concept of Jesus as our High Priest, the mediator of the New Covenant written not on stones but upon our hearts.  This understanding is vital for it brings us to a total dependence upon Jesus as our only means of coming to God.  This first occurs at salvation but should continue with each day of life, accessing through Christ to more and more of God's love, grace and peace.   I will not have more of God by any of my own ability, but only as I trust more, lean more, and cling more to Jesus, my high priest.   


God's Pardon.


One cannot come to the Most Holy Place without touching on the action that took place here.  It was upon the Day of Atonement the Aaron would come with the censor and the blood and as the smoke of the incense filled the room he would sprinkle blood from the Brazen Altar upon the mercy seat and then upon the ground before the mercy seat.  This is the vivid picture of Jesus pouring out His own life's blood upon the cross before God, that we might receive His righteousness and be reconciled to God.  A forgiveness which by it's very nature is so powerful and so complete that it will never be done again, not by Jesus Christ upon a cross nor by us somehow losing the gift of God's redemption.  The writer of Hebrew says, "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Heb 7:25


Yet the Most Holy Place Christian dares not leave forgiveness and mercy at the cross with his salvation experience.  Forgiveness is a daily, hourly event of turning from sin and self and to the one who shed His blood for us.  The Christian, at this level of relationship with God, yearns to dwell with "clean hands and a pure conscience" in the presence of God's holiness, therefore he constantly and sincerely seek forgiveness.  


In the letter of 1 John 1:8-10, John talks of forgiveness for us as New Covenant believers.  Read the passage and give your thoughts.  Are any without sin?  

___________________________________________________________
How are my sins forgive, where is the power to forgive?  

___________________________________________________________
What is the trigger that releases forgiveness to me?  

___________________________________________________________
When are we to confess?

___________________________________________________________
God's Presence.


The most outstanding characteristic of the Most Holy Place was the presence of God which dwelt above the mercy seat and between the cherubim.  It was God's presence in the room that made it the Most Holy Place.  In Him it was a place of reverence, a place of power and a place of wonder in the majesty of the most high God.


Most Holy Place Christians are those who have come to a place in their Christian life in which they truly grasp the spiritual reality of the presence of God in their daily existence.  This is not a manifestation of the Shekinah glory, nor is it a mystical experience or vision, it is the clear and powerful acceptance of God's presence through the Holy Spirit in our hearts and the change that such an existence makes in us.  

Let's now read John 14:16-17.  

What is Jesus promising to the disciples?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

The word comforter is the Greek word, paraklete.  It means strengthener, comforter, advocate and standby.  It literally means "one called alongside to help."  The paraklete is God's gift of the new covenant, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the heart of every believer.  This means that we are never without God's presence.  This is more than just his knowledge of us, or of his Omnipresence throughout the universe, but is a special relationship shared in the most intimate of terms within our very souls.  Every action and even every thought is common to both God and  myself.  The Most Holy Room Christian is keenly aware of this and the reality of this relationship shapes, changes and colors every detail of their thought processes and life actions.


David reflects on this in Psalms 139.  Read this chapter and record your thoughts below.

What phrase(s) show the degree of God's knowledge of David?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
Did David consider this knowledge an invasion or a comfort?  Why?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
To what extremes does David say he could go and still God's Spirit would be with him?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
According to verse 17 how often does God think of David?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
Read verses 23-24. What is the result of God's presence in David's life?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
Conclusion


The Most Holy Place is an ideal, a goal and a place where the mature believer who has experienced God seeks to enter and stay.  This is not completely possibly until we sit in the real throne room of Heaven with the Father, Son and Spirit for all eternity, yet if the slightest taste or the smallest touch of God's presence here on earth can transport us even for a moment into this Most Holy Place,  then we long, as a man in the desert thirsts for water, to experience the fullness of God in every aspect of our lives until we do dwell with Him in that tabernacle made without hands.


Let's finish with a paragraph from "Knowing God" by J.I. Packer.


"Not many of us, I think, would ever naturally say that we have known God.  The words imply a definiteness and matter-of-factness of experience to which most of us, if we are honest, have to admit that we are still strangers.  We claim, perhaps, to have a testimony, and can rattle off our conversion story with the best of them; we say that we know God- this, after all, is what we are expected to say; but would it occur to us to say, without hesitation, and with reference to particular events in our personal history, that we have known God?  I doubt it, for I suspect that with most of us experience of God has never become so vivid as that."


For the Most Holy Room Christian it is this "vivid experience" of God that they strive for in their relationship with God.

Tabernacle Lesson Review

Please draw the layout of the tabernacle.

Label the three main areas of the tabernacle.

______________________________________________________

Find the names of the furniture and articles of the tabernacle and then place them in your drawing.
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The Tabernacle is a type or representation of who?

_______________________________________________________

How can I apply the tabernacle to my relationship with God?

_______________________________________________________


What stages of relationship with God would the different areas of the tabernacle apply to?


OuterCourt Christian:  ____________________


Holy Place Christian:  ________________________________


___________________________________________________ 


Most Holy Place Christian:  ____________________________


___________________________________________________

What does the brazen altar represent?

_______________________________________________________

What does the laver represent?

______________________________________________________

What does the table of shewbread represent to Israel?  to me?

_______________________________________________________

What does the altar of incense represent?

_______________________________________________________

What does the lampstand represent? 

______________________________________________________
How often was the High Priest allowed to enter into the Most Holy Place?

_______________________________________________________

What did he carry with him?

_______________________________________________________

What was inside the ark of the covenant?

_______________________________________________________

How can I apply these to my life?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What was on top of the ark of the covenant?

_______________________________________________________

What did the tabernacle on earth represent?

_______________________________________________________
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