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Surviving to Superseding: 

The Life Manual of David
By Pastor Kris Minefee

Bayshore Baptist Church

Discovering Purpose
Background:

Saul was the first King of Israel but because of disobedience, God had rejected him.  Now Samuel the last judge of Israel before Saul was anointed King was being sent by God to anoint a new king in Saul's place.  Samuel went to Bethlehem and the house of Jesse.  Jesse had seven sons with him and one in the field watching sheep.  Samuel had each of the seven sons pass before him, but God rejected them all.

Introduction:

If I am to ever move from just surviving to superseding, the first step is finding my purpose in God's call.  I need to understand what God is looking for in me.

God's Instruction  

1 Samuel 16: 7-10  7  But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.  8  Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this.  9  Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this.  10  Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these.

God's teaches Samuel about His Choices.

[image: image2.wmf]In the above passage, what is Samuel looking at in determining a new King?

The outward appearances of Jesse's sons.

What is God looking at?

The inward appearance, the hearts.
Learning to be Used of God.

If I really want to be used of God I must learn the same lesson Samuel did.

What part of me is God most interested in?

God looks on the heart. He is not interested in your outward talents, abilities or looks.
According to the following scripture what does God look for in our heart?

Ps 51:17 The sacrifices of God [are] a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

He will only use those whose hearts are sincere and sacrificed.

How is a heart brought into the condition seen in Ps 51:17?

There must be a time or condition of brokeness.  This may be spiritual, emotional or physical but it will render our hearts into vessels for God's service.

We must also learn the Paradox Principle.  A paradox s something seemingly false but nevertheless true.  God’s way is filled with them and we must accept and act accordingly.

These verses teach the Paradox Principle.

Matthew 19:30 But many [that are] first shall be last; and the last [shall be] first.

Mark 9:35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, [the same] shall be last of all, and servant of all.

Mark 10:31 But many [that are] first shall be last; and the last first.

All these verses are contrary to our way of thinking and acting in the flesh, yet this understanding is vital in service to God.  What is the Paradox Principle in God’s service.

In God's service if I try to be first, I will be last, and if I accept the position of last I shall be first.  If I try to be strong I will be made weak, if I am weak then I will be made strong.

Why do you think God has decreed such a principle for His people?

So that He and He alone will be praised.  The weaker I am the greater will be seen God's power in me.
God's Induction  1 Samuel 16:11-13

11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all [thy] children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither.  12  And he sent, and brought him in. Now he [was] ruddy, [and] withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this [is] he.  13  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

David is anointed into God's service.

Did Samuel ask David for permission before he anointed him to be King?

No, he anointed him and then left. Samuel didn't ask for volunteers or give an explanation.
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David bowed or knelt before Samuel and was anointed.    The act, especially coming from God's prophet, would have been clearly understood.  David was being appointed the next king of Israel in the place of Saul.

With the anointing David was also given something to help carry out his task.  What was it?

He was given the Holy Spirit to empower and comfort him.
Has God called you?
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Who is the following scripture written to?  Who does Paul say has been called?

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:  27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.

Brethren refers to those members of the church at Corinth.  This does not refer to just the pastor, teacher, evangelist missionary.
When did God issue this call?

At salvation.

What are my choices now ?

I can submit like David or I can rebel like Saul.  I do not have the option of inactivity.
Read Matt 28:19-20  Go, Disciple, Baptize, Teach.  Is there any room here for inactivity or vacillation?  No.

Read Romans 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service.

Why do you think Paul says it is a reasonable service to sacrifice our body unto God?

In comparison to what God has done for us, the gift of my life in his service cannot be compared.

Is the following statement true or false?  Why?  "The greatness of a man is determined by the measure of his surrender to God."

The following poem "When I consider How my Light is Spent" by John Milton illustrates our submission to God's call and God's use of us. Milton wrote the greatest English epic poem  called Paradise Lost.  It is the account of the Fall of Man in the Garden of Eden.  He gradually lost his eyesight and went blind from 1644 to 1652, after he was blind he wrote his epic.
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When I consider how my light is spent

Ere half my day, in this dark world and wide,

And that one talent which is death to hide

Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent

To serve therewith my maker, and present

My true account, lest he returning chide.

"Doth God exact day-labor, light denied?"

I fondly ask; but patience, to prevent 

That murmur, soon replies, "God doth not need

Either man's work, or his own gifts; who best

Bear his mild yoke, They serve him best; his state

Is Kingly; thousands at his bidding speed,

And post o'er land and ocean without rest;

They also serve who only stand and wait."

Superseding points to remember

· God looks on the heart.  What does He see in mine?

· You have already been called into service.  Establish your priorities by that call.

· You must submit if you are to succeed.  God has made His choice now I must make mine


Using Weapons

Text: 1 Samuel 17:26-40

Introduction: In our last lesson we saw that David's greatness was due to his acceptance of his purpose.  He would be able to deal with all hardships because he had submitted himself to God's.  Once I order my life according to the priority God has given to me, I can deal with all obstacles. How will you handle the battles of life.  We all face them, but the Christian must fight their battles in different methods and weapons.  David's battle with Goliath was fought with both physical weapons as well as spiritual ones.  Superseding will require I am able to do the same.

Fear the weapon of Satan  

1 Samuel 17:23  And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and David heard [them].  24  And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid. 

[image: image6.wmf]What was the most powerful weapon the Philistines had?

Not Goliath.  David proved that Goliath was no problem.  The greatest weapon was the fear which Goliath caused?

Is this same weapon still be used against us in the battles we fight?  How? ___________________________

Do you have a favorite or special passage that you read or recall when you are struck by fear?  Would you share it?

2 Timothy 2:6  Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

 Faith, the weapon of God.  vs 26-32

David first weapon was faith.  Without it he would Not have been able to even use any other weapons.  With his Faith in God he overcame Goliath's use of fear.

David knew how to use the weapon of faith because he knew his God.

In the following verse find what David's faith was based upon.

1 Samuel 17:26  And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who [is] this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?

David's faith was based upon the relationship between God and Israel.

Overcoming fear with God.

Have you ever been really afraid in your service to God?  When?

__________________________________

How do move from fear to faith.?  By fully depending upon your relationship with God.  Look for a moment at that relationship.

1st, I am His Child Romans 8:15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  

2nd, I am His Heir  Romans 8:17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together.  

3rd, I am under His protection  Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who [can be] against us?  32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?  

4th, I have been justified by Him  Romans 8:33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? [It is] God that justifieth.  

5th, I have the Son's intercession for me Rom 8:34  Who [is] he that condemneth? [It is] Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.  

6th, I have a eternal relationship that cannot be severed.   Romans 8:38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

[image: image7.wmf]Read the following entry taken from David Livingstone's Dairy Jan 14, 1856,

"Felt much turmoil of spirit in prospect of having all my plans for the welfare of this great region and this teeming population knocked on the head by savages tomorrow.  But I read that Jesus said:  "All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.  It is the word of a gentleman of the most strict and sacred honor, so there's an end to it!  I will not cross furtively tonight as I intended.  Should such a man as I flee?  Nay, verily.  I shall take observations for latitude and longitude tonight, though they may be the last.  I feel quite calm now, thank God!."

How does Livingstone's reasoning relate to David's or to mine when I deal with issues of fear.

______________________________

 Forethought, the weapon of advantage.  vs 40

  40 ¶ And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling [was] in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine.

David prepares for the fight by planning his battle and using weapons which were familiar to him.  He takes his staff, stones and sling and walks our in faith to fight the giant.

Preparation my be the difference between victory or defeat.  Let us try and relate to David's physical weapons, with our own spiritual weapons. 

Staff
The staff was used by the shepherd more than any other tool, it was a rod, chosen usually by the shepherd when it was still a sapling and he just a boy.  Used to correct the sheep with a sharp rap on the side and to drive of the predators and thus protect the flock.

The staff can be compared to God's word:

1.  It is must be used often, Joshua 1:8

2.  It should be an integral part of you,  Ps 119:11

3. It is used for correction and for defense., Hebrews 4:12

Five Smooth Stones
The ammunition David would use in his sling.  The stones were taken from a brook because they would be smooth polished and round. Making them better able to fly straight through the air and find it's target.
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[image: image9.wmf]Let my give you Five Smooth Stones to prepare yourself with.

· The Stone of      


  2 Tim 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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· [image: image11.wmf]The Stone of  


1 Thess 5:17 Pray without ceasing
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· [image: image13.wmf]The Stone of 
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Ephesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you   the whole armour of God, that ye  may be able to withstand in the   evil day, and having done all, to  stand.

· The Stone of


Matt 20:26  But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;  27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:  28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
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· The Stone of    


Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of  darkness, but rather reprove [them].

The Sling

  In David's time, and for centuries after, the sling was a very powerful weapon, able to hurl a stone at over 120 MPH  with deadly accuracy.  The sling for us represents the action, it is the final crossing of the line to put us in battle.

[image: image18.wmf]If David had not taken the time to become proficient with the sling and staff, if he had not stopped to pick up those five smooth stones the outcome would have been very different.  God was able to use him because he had made preparation.

In considering the application made about the staff, stones and sling, how do I make preparation in order to be ready when God says "Go!" ?

God's word must be studied it must become as familiar to me as a part of my own body.  

I must spend time with the 5 stones wore smooth by use in the stream.  My own smooth stones should also be worn by my own use of them.

I have to put the stone in the sling and sling it.  No battle will be won until I place myself before the giant and begin the fight.

Second Rules of Surviving to Superseding

· Faith is proportional to my relationship with God.  The closer I am to God the bolder I will be for God.

· Faith grows from battle to battle.  Faith is not faith unless it is challenged by the possibility of defeat.

· To use my weapons effectively I must prepare myself.  Time spent in preparation is an investment in victory.

Trusting a Friend

Text: 1Samuel 18:1-4
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Introduction:  Even more important than knowing how to fight your enemies is to know your friend.  Of all the friends we might have there is only one who will never leave or forsake us.  As we look at David's best friend Jonathan, we will try to see in their relationship elements that we share in our relationship with Jesus Christ.

Friendship's Love    1 Samuel 18:1-2

  1  And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

  2  And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house.

The effect of Jonathan love

Jonathan's love had three effects.  What were they?


1. His soul was knit with David's
The word in the Hebrew means to tie, bind up and join together  It meant that David and Jonathan were bound together from that day forward.

2. Jonathan loved him as his own soul.

In other words he loved him more than he loved his own life

3.  Jonathan took him to his fathers house.
From that point on David was a member of the King's household.  With all the blessing and benefits of a Kings son.

The Effect Of Jesus Love.
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The love of Jonathan for David could be seen as a type of Jesus' love for us.  What comparisons can you make between the effects that Jonathan's love and the effect of Jesus' love using the following scripture?

John 17:23 We are bound to him from the point we accept Jesus as the one who died for us until eternity. 
Isaiah 53:4-6 He loved us as his own soul even to the point of death. 

John 14:1-6 and Eph 2:6 We are taken to His fathers house.   

How are we sure that we share such a friendship with Jesus?

Friendships Covenant 1 Samuel 18:3-4

3  Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 

Jonathan and David's Covenant

A covenant was a binding agreement, a promise, a contract.   

Jonathan's covenant with David was a guarantee of friendship and protection.  Later, Jonathan rose to David's defense when Saul turned against him.  After Saul and Jonathan died in battle, David took in Jonathan's crippled son Mephibosheth and raised him as his own.

Jesus is the New Covenant


We also are under a covenant in our relationship with Jesus Christ.  This covenant however, is established between God the Father and Jesus the Son, not between Jesus and us.


Under this covenant Jesus gave His life on the cross in order to provide a way of salvation to those who would believe on him.

Read Hebrews 8:6-12


How do we enter into the blessings of this covenant?

Read Hebrews 10:19-22  (When we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour the covenant is applied to us.)

Friendship's Gifts

 1 Samuel 8:4  And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that [was] upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.

Jonathan sealed the covenant with gifts.


In Biblical times a covenant was often sealed with an exchange.  See Gen 21:27, Ruth 4:7, 2 Chronicles 13:5  What gifts were given to David by Jonathan to seal this covenant?

1. The robe that was upon him.  (Probably the robe which signified that Jonathan was supposed to be the next king of Israel.)

2.  His garments. (The same clothing as Jonathan, David would look like Jonathan.)

3. His sword.  (Jonathan was known as a great warrior, his weapons would now be used by David.)

4. His bow

5. His girdle.

What gift did David give to Jonathan?  

David was a shepherd boy not a king's son he had no material gifts to offer.  But could only give his love, loyalty and devotion to Jonathan.
Our Gifts from Jesus.


Read the following scriptures and draw parallels between the gifts of Jonathan and the gifts of Jesus to us.

A Robe John 8:32-36 and Rev 1:5-6  Ruling with Christ

Clothing Rev 3:5, 18; 4:4  Identification with Christ

Weapons  Ephesians 6:14-18 Protection and power from Christ.

What gifts can I give to Jesus?

Read Luke 10:27 and list those things mentioned there.


The following is a passage from "My Utmost for His Highest" one of the most popular and best selling devotional books of all time.  Read what the author, Oswald Chambers says about service and sacrifice.

"I will very gladly spend and be spent for you;" 2 Cor 12:15


When the Spirit of God has shed abroad the love of God in our heart, we begin deliberately to identify ourselves with Jesus Christ's interests in other people, and Jesus Christ is interested in every kind of man there is. We have no right in Christian work to be guided by our affinities; this is one of the biggest tests our relationship to Jesus Christ. The delight of sacrifice is that I lay down my life for my Friend, not fling it away, but deliberately lay out my life out for Him and His interests in other people, not for a cause. Paul spent himself for one purpose only-that he might win men to Jesus Christ. Paul attracted to Jesus all the time, never to himself. "I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some." When a man says he must develop a holy life alone with God, he is of no more use to his fellow men: he puts himself upon a pedestal, away from the common run of men. Paul became a sacramental personality; wherever he went, Jesus Christ helped himself to his life. Many of us are after our own ends, and Jesus Christ cannot help Himself to our lives. If we are abandoned to Jesus, we have no ends of our own to serve. Paul said he knew how to be a "door-mat" without resenting it, because the mainspring of his life was devotion to Jesus. We are apt to be devoted, not to Jesus Christ, but to the things which emancipate us spiritually. That was not Paul's motive. "I could wish myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren"-wild, extravagant-is it? When a man is in love it is not an exaggeration to talk in that way, and Paul is in love with Jesus Christ.

Third Rules of Surviving to Superseding.

· Know your enemy, cling to your friend.

· My salvation is kept by a covenant between God and Jesus Christ.

· I must offer my love, loyalty and devotion to the one who has given so much to me.

Handling Problems

Text: 1 Samuel 18, 19, 21

Introduction:  In our previous lessons we have seen David go from a shepherd boy, to a giant killer to a residence in the King's palace.  In spite of these successes or perhaps because of them, David is now confronted by problems he cannot handle with a stone and a sling.  In the following lesson watch as David has to use other means of help in order to deal with his enemy.

Facing the Antagonist  1 Samuel 18:6-12, 20-26
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David's problem was King Saul.  Amazing how that an external problem of a 9 ft tall Goliath didn't faze David but the internal problem of a jealous King almost cost him his life.  Saul determined to destroy David and rid himself of a contender for the throne.  At first he tried outright murder by throwing a javelin at David while he played music for the King.  When this didn't work he tried to entrap David with a bounty and reward on Philistines deaths.

Facing our own adversary

According to the following verse we also have an enemy who wants to destroy us 1 Peter 5:8    

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Who is our enemy?  Satan

What is Satan's ultimate purpose towards us?  Destruction.

What are some ways in which Satan has tried in the past to destroy God's children?

What are some ways today used by Satan to destroy us?

When Satan cannot destroy us outright he seeks to entrap us.  

Read Genesis 3:6 

And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, and that it [was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

What were some of the ways in which Satan tempted Eve?  
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1.  the tree [was] good for food,

2.  it [was] pleasant to the eyes,

3.  a tree to be desired to make [one] wise

Name some way in which these same temptations are with us now.

Read this account from Pilgrims Progress when Pilgrim now know as Christian does battle with Appolyon.
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Then Apollyon broke out into a grievous rage, saying, I am an enemy to this Prince; I hate his Person, his Laws, and People ; I am come out on purpose to withstand thee.


"Apollyon, beware what you do, for I am in the King's Highway, the way of Holiness, therefore take heed to yourself."


Then Apollyon straddled quite over the whole breadth of the way, and said, I am void of fear in this matter, prepare thyself to die; for I swear by my infernal Den, that thou shalt go no further ; here will I spill thy soul. And with that he threw a flaming Dart at his breast, but Christian had a Shield in his hand, with which he caught it, and so prevented the danger of that.


Then did Christian draw, for he saw twas time to bestir him: and Apollyon as fast made at him, throwing Darts as thick as Hail, by the which, not withstanding all that Christian could do to avoid it, Apollyon wounded him in his head, his hand, and foot: This made Christian give a little back; Apollyon therefore followed his work amain, and Christian again took courage, and resisted as manfully as he could.  This sore Combat lasted for above half a day, even till Christian was almost quite spent; for you must know that Christian, by reason of his wounds, must needs grow weaker and weaker.


Then Apollyon espying his opportunity, began to gather up close to Christian, and wrestling with him, gave him a dreadful fall ; and with that Christian's Sword flew out of his hand.  Then said Apollyon, I am sure of thee now: and with that he had almost pressed him to death, so that Christian began to despair of life : but as God would have it, while Apollyon was fetching for his last blow, thereby to make a full end of this good man, Christian nimbly stretched out his hand for his Sword, and caught it, saying, "Rejoice not against me, O mine Enemy when I fall I shall rise." and with that gave him a deadly thrust, which made him give back, as one that had received his mortal wound: Christian, perceiving that, made at him again, saying, "Nay, in all these things we are more than Conquerors through him that loved us."  And with that Apollyon spread forth his Dragon's wings, and sped him away, that Christian for a season saw him no more.

Answer the following questions about the symbolism of this story to learn what Bunyon was trying to teach.

Why couldn't Christian run? (There was no armor for his back.)

What does the shield represent? (Faith)

What does the sword represent? (God's Word, the Bible.)

What do Christian's wounds represent? (The death of Christ.)

What happened before Christian won? (He grew weak, despaired of his life.)

Why was it important that Christian was in the King's Highway? (This was a battle against the force of  Evil not chastisement from God.  He stood on firm ground, and had a right cause.)
Finding Aid

Read the following scripture and tell where David looked for aid.

[image: image24.wmf]From a Confidant, Jonathan 1Samuel 19:1-7

From a Companion, his wife  1Samuel 19:12-17

From a Counselor,  Samuel 1 Samuel 19:18-20

From the Church, the Tabernacle 1 Samuel 21:1-9

To follow David's example, I need to know where to find help.

Fill in the following chart, list the place of help and the Type of help in the correct row with the scripture.

Passage
Place of Help

(Companion, Confidant, Counselor, Church)
Kind of Help

(Burden bearing, companionship, strengthening, teaching)

Eccl 4:9-10





Proverbs 18:24





John 15:13





Genesis 2:20-24





1 Timothy 1:1-3





Acts 4:34-35





Acts 2:42





John 14:16-19





3 John 1-4





Discuss the following questions about finding help.

What does the passage in Ecclesiastes teach us about friendship? The power of more than one.
What is necessary in a friendship? Must show friendliness, it bears responsibility.

Who is the friend that sticks closer than a brother?  Jesus
What was the original purpose for the creation of woman?  She was to be a helpmeet.  Someone to share the work and help bare the burdens.
What was the relationship of Paul to Timothy?  Paul led Timothy to the Lord, he called him my son in the faith.  Paul was Timothy's mentor, counselor and teacher.

Do you share such a relationship either as learner or as teacher?  How important is such a relationship in light of scripture such as  2Ti 2:2? And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

Third Rules of Surviving to Superseding.

· No one ever overcame a problem by ignoring it.  Face it head on.

· Find help in your God given resources, of your church, your family, your counselor, and your friends.

Finding a Refuge

Text:  1 Samuel 30:1-20
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Introduction:  David's problems, which began with the conflict with Saul, have deepened.  This is a time of testing and training for David.  He must learn to rely more and more upon God and less upon himself.  At one point in order to find safety David joins the Philistines.  The enemies he used to fight are now his allies.  So entrenched is David that he must prepare himself with the Philistines to attack his own people.  Before this can happen some of the Philistine captains refuse to allow David to ride with them because they do not trust him.  David and his men are sent back to the town where they have been living inside Philistine territory.  


When David arrives back at Ziklag he finds that it has been raided by Amelkalites and all the women, children, and possessions had been taken.  Some interpret this as punishment from God for David's association with the Philistines, yet no where in the account is there a  rebuke of David by God.  In this lesson we want to concentrate not upon why Ziklag was attacked but to learn by David's reaction what to do when we find ourselves in the midst of a calamity.

Succession Scripture:   1 Samuel 30:6  And David was greatly distressed; ... but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.

 David's Distress  vs. 1-6

Read 1 Samuel 30:1-6.  Can you see the depth of David's distress?  He is completely defeated.  Ziklag is burned and the women have been taken away.  David did not even get to fight.  The Bible describes David and his men's devastation in vs 5.  It says they wept until they could weep no more.  Filled with such sorrow until it overpowered them and left them without even the strength to cry any more.  Not only was David brought this low but the next verse tells us even his own men blamed him and began to turn upon him, ready to stone him to death.  David's only recourse was to encourage himself in the Lord.  His weakness and defeat drove him to the greatest source of power and the only hope of victory. 

Learning from the David's pain.
There is a great principle seen in David's distress at Ziklag.  It is also seen in the following scriptures and examples.  What is the principle?

Isa 40:29-31 

1 Cor 12:9-10

Judges 16:27-30 

Many times I must be made weak in order to fully find God's strength.  Only when I completely give up on myself will I completely trust God.
David's Discernment  vs. 7-15


After David encourages himself in the Lord he turns for guidance from God.  David calls for the ephod.  This was part of the garment worn by the high priest when he ministered in the tabernacle.  It had been stolen by Abithar a priest when he fled the tabernacle to follow David.  David could not go to the tabernacle to seek God and so called for the ephod and Abithar, both associated with the tabernacle, before seeking God's direction.  God answers and tells David to Go and pursue the Amalekites.  


After David begins to chase the Amalekites he comes upon a slave ready to die.  The slave had been abandoned by the Amalekites and left to die in the desert.  The Egyptian slave told David he could take him to the Amalekites if David would not kill him or turn him over to his former master.  This time David did not consult the ephod but decided to accepts the Egyptians proposition.

Seeking direction in our distress.


Since you and I do not have and ephod and wouldn't know how to use it if we did, how are we to seek God's direction?
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First we must realize that God directs through His word  

Ps 119:105  How is God's word a light and lamp.?

2 Tim 3:16-17  Is there anything I would need that God's written word could not supply?

Mark 12:24  What did Jesus say was the reason for error?

This book is filled with principles, precepts and pointers for living your life.  You must use it in order to know God direction.

Evaluation circumstances, situations and resources.


The directing of God through his word will not be specific in all areas of my life.  There will be decisions which I must make based upon the general principles God has taught me in the Bible.  Just like David dealing with the Egyptian I must now make the decision.

[image: image27.wmf]Here are some steps to think through before I make a decision.

1.  What exactly is the problem?

If  I am to deal with the issue I must know what it is I am dealing with.
2.  What are my resources?  Where can I find help?

Church, friends, relatives, school
3.  Realize that not all circumstances are directions.

David could have looked on the razing of Ziklag as a sign that he should quit but he did not.

Paul had an "open door" in Troas but had to leave in order to find Titus.  2 Cor 2:12-13
4.  Decisions must be made based upon the principles, precepts and priorities of Scripture.  

It is our only rule of faith and practice.  I must take those principle and priorities and apply them to the specific issues of my life.

Illustration:  G W Carter the great agricultural scientist once testified before Congress.  When asked where he got the idea for so many uses for the peanut, he replied, "from the Bible."  "You mean the Bible taught you about the peanut?"  "No, the Bible taught me about God.  God taught me about the peanut."

How did George Washington Carver's understanding about God help him in his understanding about the peanut?

How can a greater knowledge of God help us in our discoveries?

David's Deliverance  vs. 16-20


When David came upon the enemy host they were celebrating in their pillaging of the surrounding areas.  In verse 16 David see them, in verse 18 he attacks them and in verse 19 he is victorious over them.  In the end David gained much more than he had lost because he took all the plunder that the Amalekites had taken in their raids.  In spite of all the hardships, sorrow and pain David was better off now than before this trial began in his life.  

How do the following New Testament verses apply in my life the principle that operated in David's.

· 1 John 4:4  (Greater is He that is in me.)

· Romans 8:28 (All things work together for good.)

· Genesis 5:20 (You meant it for evil, but God for good.)

· 2 Corinthians 4:17  (Works in us a far more exceeding weight of glory.)

Here is what I must do to ready for deliverance.

1.
Face the situation completely and honestly.

2.
Take action, don't wait for it to resolve itself.

3.
Prepare for a battle.

4.
Prepare for a victory.

5.
In the end you will gain more than you lost.

Fifth Rules of Surviving to Superseding.

· Defeat is often necessary.  Only when I am empty of self can I be filled of God.

· Look to God for answers.  Turn to the tangible, concrete promises of the one we serve.

· Victory is promised.  If God is in control of my life, then He is in control of the Battle.

Making Plans

Text: 2 Samuel 6:1-15
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David is king, but that doesn't mean everything is always fine or that David can't make mistakes or do things the wrong way.  In today's lesson David decides to do something for God.  He goes after the ark of the Covenant which was lost years before in a battle with the Philistines and has been housed by a private individual outside Jerusalem.  David decides it is time to bring it back.  So far so good, but he doesn't bother to check with God on how this is supposed to be done.  As a result David's plans cause a great deal of problems.  Sometimes in our own life we are ready to do something for God, but like David we forget who we are dealing with.  God has very definite ideas about things that concern Him.  We better check with Him before we make any plans.

Plausible Plan of David


Let's look at David plan in 2 Samuel 6:1-5.  Notice the way in which David goes about fetching the ark back to Jerusalem.


David took 30,000 of his best men with him, as well as 1000 musicians.  What do you think was David's reason for taking so many with him?  

It was to make a good show.  To bring the ark back in style at the head of an army, escorted by thousands of musicians.


David also took a new Ox cart on which to carry the ark.  Read  Deut 10:8 and Joshua 3:15, what was wrong with David's plan.  

The ark had to be carried by the priest only.


When you think about it we haven't changed too much.  We still are trying to do things for God but doing them the wrong way.

Fill in the blanks on the following table of doing trying to do right the wrong way.


Man's Way
God's Way

Salvation:





Missions





Families





Church






God won't let me get by with just good effort and intentions.  I must have the right motive and the right method.  As Jesus said, "God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth." John 4:24


Let's look at what happened because David did not "do it God's way."

Problem with the Plan


In 2 Samuel 6:6-11 we see the result of David's rashness.  What were some of the consequences?  Uzzah touches the ark and is killed by God.  David becomes angry with God.  The ark is left again outside Jerusalem.  Loss of life, loss of fellowship, and loss of time.


What can I learn from David's mistake? When God specifically details in His word an action or method which is vitally connected to me, I dare not ignore His way to find something "better."


What have been some of the consequences of man's way versus God's way in the above table?


Consequence of Man's Way

Salvation




Missions




Families




Church





David was not the first one to try and do things his own way.  Read Leviticus 10:1-2 and the story of Aaron's sons offering strange fire to God.  What was the consequence of their ignoring God?


David asks in verse 2 Samuel 6:9 a natural question considering what has just happened to him, "How shall the ark of the Lord come to me?"  We should ask the same type of question, "How then do we serve God without suffering the consequences of wrong methods."
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Proper Plan of God
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2 Samuel 6:12-15 gives the answer to David's question.  David heard of the blessing in the house of Obededom and went back to fetch the ark.  Notice that it says nothing about an ox cart, but specifically states, in verse 13  "And it was [so], that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings."  David now was carrying the ark as it was supposed to and sacrificed an ox, they previous means of carrying the ark.  This time the result was joy both for David and for the entire nation of Israel.


Keeping in mind the consequences of wrong methods and the results of doing it God's way, how important is it to know what God wants me to do?


Read the following passages to find the best way to know what God wants us to do and the way in which to do it.

Read Jeremiah 17:5-10, Ps 139:23-24
What is desperately wicked? The heart of man.

Who alone can search out and overcome this wickedness? Only God

Read Hebrews 4:12; Ps 119:11,105,133; Deut 29:29
How will God reveal to me what He has searched out? 

Through His Word

Why has God revealed truth this way?

That I can be assured of His will

How can I be sure of service to God?  

By reading and knowing God's Word.

Sixth Rules of Surviving to Superseding
· Do God's work, God's way. You can't improve on perfection.

· God's word explains God's way, if we know and obey it we can do God's will.



Handling Failure

Text: 2 Samuel 11-12


David the king had grown complacent, perhaps he is having what some would call a mid-life crisis.  Whatever the reason he makes the gravest mistake of his life and in his relationship to God.  David sins with Bathsheba and then tries to cover it up with schemes and murder.  It would seem that God should have tossed him from the throne as He had done with Saul earlier.  There is a reason why God could still use such David even after such a wicked, sinful act.  The lesson I want to learn is how David came back to God, for if he could still be used of God after such sin, then my own failures can also be overcome.

Conception of Sin

The best way, of course, would have been for David never to get in such a situation.  Let's look at how David, "a man after God's own heart," become a murderer and adulterer, and learn how temptation becomes the fruit of sin in my life.  

Read 2 Samuel 11:1, what is wrong, where should David have been, what should he have been doing?

He neglected his duty as King.

At the time when kings go out to battle David sent others in his place, while he stayed at Jerusalem.  He neglected the job he was supposed to be doing and wound up being somewhere, seeing something he shouldn't have seen.

Now read 2 Samuel 11:2.  The first verse leaves David open to temptation, the second verse sees him letting the temptation become sin.  What should David have done in this situation?

He should have looked away from the temptation.

David saw Bathsheba washing herself and the temptation of what he saw became a sin because he did not look away.

How do Christians properly handle temptation?  How can Christians avoid the mistake David made?

We must not give an opportunity for temptation to grow into sin.  Our lives should not be idle and we must make sure we are filling our lives with service to God.

When temptation comes we must quickly flee, not allow it to grow in our minds and hearts.  I should keep the following principles at the forefront of my mind.

· Replace the ways of the world with the works of God.

Scan Colossians 3 for action words.  Here are some ways in which Paul tells the Colossians they can overcome temptation and sin.

What are they to seek?

What are they to set?

What are they to mortify?  What is mortify?

What are they to put off?

What are they to put on?

What are they to allow or let?

How does verse 17 stand as a remedy of the idleness seen in David?

· Rely on Jesus to overcome the world in me.

Read Romans 6:6-14.  

How does Paul say the body of sin is destroyed?

When did this action take place?

Verse 11 is the key to this becoming an everyday reality in my life.

What must we do to realize that we are dead to sin?  Reckon
When I realize the truth of being dead to sin through Jesus Christ I can then yield to God and not yield to the world.


Let's look at this in a more earthy way.  There is an old joke about a man who was constantly struggling against sinful habits in his life, without much success.  Often he would walk the aisle to rededicate his life to the Lord and the preacher would pray with him at the altar.  His prayer would often sound something like, "O Lord please sweep the cobwebs of sin out of my life."  After a few years of this the preacher grew tired of hearing about all those "cobwebs."  The next Sunday when this old brother walked the aisle and begin to pray, "Oh, Lord sweep the cobwebs of sin out of my life."  The preacher interrupted and said, "Don't do it, Lord.  Oh, Lord, please don't do nothing about those webs 'til you've killed that stinking spider!"


In a way this is what we must realize.  The source of sin in me must die.  This has taken place spiritually when I accepted Jesus on the cross and was crucified with Him,  now it is time to realize that truth in my daily struggle against an enemy that Jesus has already killed.

Cover up of Sin

Read 2 Samuel 11:6-15.  David tries to hide what cannot be hidden.  He first brings Uriah home hoping he will go in to Bathsheba, but Uriah will not do so while others are still fighting.  David then has Uriah killed in a scheme with Joab his captain.   Finally, He marries Bathsheba in order to cover up her pregnancy.  To the eyes of the world David would simply be showing kindness to the widow of one of his soldiers killed in battle.  God was never fooled or in the dark about what David had done.  He would not allow a child of His to get away with this sin.  Nathan is sent to expose the sin of David with a story of a poor shepherd and a beloved lamb taken and shamelessly slaughtered by a rich uncaring neighbor.  Such a story told to David,  the former shepherd-boy, would enrage him and then when Nathan points at David and says, "Thou are the man.", it would be like a dagger had penetrated his heart.


We have not personally learned much since David committed his sin.  We still try to hide our sin away.  We believe if we just don't think about it, somehow it will go away.  Of course God is aware of our every actions and even thoughts we cannot hide from our creator.

Read Ps 139:1-12  Can we hide our sin from God?  

What does David mean, "Thou knowest my thoughts afar off?"

According to the passage is there any place we can hide from God?

Is there anyplace God cannot see me?

Consequence of Sin


The heart of our lesson is next.  The result of the David's sin and Nathan's exposure would mean the difference between David becoming unusable to God or being restored.  First we see that David was punished by God with a terrible price.   The child Bathsheba carries would die and David's entire family would be torn and ripped by violence and hatred.  


But the punishment is not the end.  God's desire was to bring David back to a right relationship with Him.  This happens when David confesses his sin and asks for forgiveness.  Instead of becoming bitter and blaming God, he realizes his sin and cries out for forgiveness.  This forgiveness is given, but David still is punished.  If David was forgiven, why did the punishment still take place?  If I can discover this I can prevent much pain and sorrow in my own life and in my relationship with God.


When we are caught in sin, two choices are open to us.  We can be led to confess our sin when the Holy Spirit convicts us or wait and be driven to confession when God's punishes us.  In both cases the sin is dealt with, forgiveness is given and our fellowship with God is restored.  The first is hard to do, while the second is hard to take.

To avoid punishment and chastisement from God I must confess the sin before God chastises to draw me back to Himself.

Read the following scriptures.

1 Cor 11:2 28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of [that] bread, and drink of [that] cup.  29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.  30  For this cause many [are] weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.  31  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  32  But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

What does Paul say we should do to avoid God's judgment?  Examine ourselves and judge ourselves.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sin He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Does this verse say we must be punished before we can be forgiven?  

What is the only requirement for forgiveness?

Pr 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

Let's take a moment to understand the difference between the consequences of sin and punishment of sin.


This consequence is not necessarily an immediate punishment meted out by God, as much as it is the cause and effect result of my actions.  The action has broken God's law that is built into the fabric of the universe and society and that universe or society will respond negatively to the break.


For example.  Is cancer a divine punishment for smoking?  Is AIDS a divine punishment for homosexuals.  If it is then why do others who do not smoke or engage in homosexuality have these diseases?  Is an automobile wreck while under the influence of alcohol  an immediate punishment for drinking?  Then what about the other driver who wasn't drinking but was struck by the drunk?  Many think that all these have been specifically meted out by God, but they are simply the result of the actions which sowed seed to the flesh and so reaped an harvest of corruption.  

Read Galatians 6: 7-8.  

Who does it say is responsible for what we reap?

What will happen if we continue our actions of sowing to the flesh?


God's punishment on the other hand is God's personal and direct reaction to my sinful actions.  David saw the sword cut through his own house after Nathan's pronouncement of punishment.  The infant child of David's illicit affair dies, a daughter was raped by one brother, that brother was killed by another and then that brother led a rebellion against his own father.  These were specific to David and his sin.  These were immediate, divine punishments of a sin which only God could see or punish.

Confession no matter when it is done, cannot stop the natural consequences of our action.

A drunk driver asking for forgiveness for killing someone in an accident will not bring back that person nor stop the prosecution of the drunk under human courts of law.

The pain and heartache of an extra marital affair is not magically forgotten just because the person involved asks God for forgiveness. 

The damage done by drugs or alcohol to the human brain or body is not undone by my confession and forgiveness.

Though the natural consequences will not stop when I confess, God's punishment will, therefore the sooner I confess the sooner I can be forgiven.

As a child of God, my ultimate purpose in confessing my sin is not just to avoid God's punishment, though I certainly do not want to be punished, but to come back to God.  My sin has created a barrier in my fellowship with God.

Read Isaiah 59:1-2  What does Isaiah say is preventing God from hearing his people?

Read Ps 51:1-12, which David wrote after his confrontation with Nathan.

Who does David say he has sinned against?

What does David desire to be restored?

The greatest danger and pain of sin is not punishment or consequence it is the harm that is done in my relationship with God.  Unconfessed sin deprives me of the full power and communion with God.  It diminishes the fellowship I share with Him.  No greater loss can there be than for a child to be separated from His Father.  Sin no matter how great can never destroy my relationship with God.  Since I have accept Jesus as my substitute on the cross, I will be a child of God  for all eternity and He will be my Heavenly Father.  Yet it is because of the love and joy I find in my time with Him that sin is so painful.  With David let us all cry, "Restore unto me the joy of my salvation." But unlike David don't wait until our Father must "chasten whom He loves."

Seventh Succession points to remember.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
When Temptation knocks on your door, don't even say, "Who's there."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Hiding our sin from God, is like a two-year old with a crayon in hand saying they didn't draw on the wallpaper.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Don't let sin rob you of time with God, confess it now and experience the power of God's forgiveness.

Review
Discovering our Purpose

Who anointed David as the future King of Israel.

What was God looking at when He rejected David's older brothers and chose David?

What does God look for in a heart? 

(Sincerity, Sacrifice and brokeness.)

What is the Paradox principle?  

(Something seemingly false but true)

Who has being called in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29?

What is the extent of my service according to Romans 12:1-2?

Succession points to remember #1.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
God looks on the heart.  What does He see in mine?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
You have already been called into service.  Establish your priorities by that call.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
You must submit if you are to succeed.  God has made His choice now I must make mine

Using our Weapons
What is Satan's greatest weapon? (fear)

How do you overcome fear? 

What is God weapon to combat fear? (faith)

What exactly am I supposed to believe that will stand against fear?

What were the names given to the five stones David picked up.  (Study, supplication, steadfastness, service, separation.)

How would this apply in my life?

  Succession points to remember  #2.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Faith is proportional to my relationship with God.  The closer I am to God the bolder I will be for God.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Faith grows from battle to battle.  Faith is not faith unless it is challenged by the possibility of defeat.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
To use my weapons effectively I must prepare myself.  Time spent in preparation is an investment in skill.

Trusting a Friend

In what ways can we compare the love of Jonathan for David to Jesus love for us?

What is the new covenant?

Compare the gifts given to David by Jonathan to some of the blessing we receive from Jesus Christ.

Succession points to remember  #3.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Know your enemy, cling to your friend.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
My salvation is kept by a covenant between God and Jesus Christ.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
I must give my love, loyalty & devotion to the one who has given so much to me.

How to Handle Problems

David's enemy was Saul, who is ours?

Satan often use three means of attacking and tempting us, these are found on Genesis 3:6  what are they?

Where did David find help when attacked by Saul, where can you go for help?

Succession points to remember #4.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
No one ever overcame a problem by ignoring it.  Face it head on.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Find help in your God given resources, of your church, your family, your counselor, and your friends.

Finding a Refuge

What did David do that kept him from total despair when he returned to Ziklag and found his family taken?

What lesson does this teach me about brokeness, weakness and God's strength?

Where did David go for guidance?

Where can we go for help?

What is our only rule of faith and practice?

What do the following verses have in common?  1John 4:4, Romans 8:28, Genesis 5:20, 2Corinthians 4:17.

Succession points to remember  #5.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Defeat is often necessary.  Only when I am empty of self can I be filled of God.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Look to God for answers.  Turn to the tangible, concrete promises of the one we serve.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Victory is promised.  If God is in control of my life, then He is in control of the Battle.

Making Plans

What did David do wrong when he went to fetch the ark?

Where must we go to find the right way?

Explain Deut. 29:29 in light of knowing how to do what God wants us to.

Succession points to remember #6

· Do God's work, God's way. You can't improve on perfection.

· God's word explains God's way which is God's will.

Handling Failure

What could David have done to avoid the temptation which overtook him?

According to Colosians 3 what are some things I can do to overcome temptation?

What is the key word of Romans 6:6-14?  What does this word mean?

Why is 1John 1:9 such an important scripture if we are to avoid God's punishment?

What is the greatest loss because of my unconfessed sin?

Succession points to remember #7.

· When Temptation knocks on your door, don't even say, "Who's there."

· Hiding our sin from God, is like a two-year old with a crayon in hand saying they didn't draw on the wallpaper.

· Don't let sin rob you of time with God, confess it now and experience the power of God's forgiveness

Study





Supplication





Steadfastness





Service





Separation
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Right Methods





Right Objective
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God's Will is the Right Objective





God's Word tells us the Right Way
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