Philemon:
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Put That On My Account
A Bible Study by Pastor Kris Minefee

Put That On Mine Account

Text: Philemon
1 ¶ Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, 2  And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house: 3  Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4  I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers, 5  Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; 6  That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. 7  For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. 8 ¶ Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient, 9  Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 10  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: 11  Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: 12  Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: 13  Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel: 14  But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. 15  For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; 16  Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord? 17  If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself. 18  If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account; 19  I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self besides. 20  Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my bowels in the Lord. 21  Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say. 22  But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that through your prayers I shall be given unto you. 23  There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus; 24  Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers. 25  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. <<Written from Rome to Philemon, by Onesimus a servant.>> (Philemon 1:1-25 AV)
Key Verse: Philemon 1:18

Book of Philemon is a slice from the life of Paul.  It is not an ordinary epistle or church letter.  It is much more a personal letter that gives us a view of the life of Paul, the church at Colosse and a runaway slave named Onisemus. 
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I. The Setting of A Story
A. The letter arrives in Philemon’s Home

1. It is delivered by Onisemus, a slave of Philemon’s who until this moment had been a runaway, an escapee from his master’s home.

2. A slave walks into Philemon’s presence announcing there is a visitor, Onisemus the runaway slave and thief.  Onisemus walks in.  He is frightened as he should be for if Philemon so chooses he can turn him over to the law and as a runaway slave he would be killed.   He bows at his Master’s feet and holds out to him a rolled parchment, Philemon sees the seal of his friend, the apostle Paul, in surprise he takes the letter and breaks the seal to read it. 

B. While Philemon reads the letter let us look at the characters caught up in this life or death story.

1. Philemon

a) a)
He was a rich man possibly of noble blood or a ruler in the city of Colosse.

b) b)
He is a slaver owner as many others were in the times of the Roman Empire.

c) Philemon had met Paul and had become a believer in Jesus Christ.  Now the church met in his home every Sunday.  Paul was a close personal friend for whom Philemon prayed every day.

d) Many believe that Archippus, was his son and Apphia his wife. Vs. 2

2. Onisemus

a) A slave, probably captured from Germania, or the British Isles.  

b) Taken from his family who were either also slaves somewhere in the Roman empire or more probably killed by the very soldiers who took him and later sold him to the slave traders.

c) He would have been chosen to be a household slave because he showed intelligence and could think.

d) It was that intelligence that allowed Onisemus to escape.  After months perhaps years of planning, he runs away taking with him some of his master’s money or goods.

e) He runs to Rome a city even in 63 AD of one and a half million people.  With so many, he could hide forever, a fugitive, a criminal with a price on his head and a death penalty as his judgment.

f) Even the best plans of an intelligent man go wrong and Onesimus, afraid, probably broke and hungry begins to look for someone to help him.  He remembers a man who his master Philemon had dearly loved.  A man who had told him of another kind of freedom than what he was looking for.  A man who he knew was in a Roman prison at the order of the emperor Nero.

3. Paul

a) Paul is under arrest and constantly guarded by a Roman soldier.  He is past 60 now.  His body is marked by scars and riddled with the pain of a life fully given to God.  He is a soldier of the Lord and willing to go to the One he has served so long.

b) Now though he sits in the cell and writes letters, the Prison epistles of Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon, still serving the Lord though in chains.

c) Into his place of bondage one day walks Onisemus, his friend Philemon’s slave.

II.  The Letter
A. Philemon reads the letter from Paul delivered by Onisemus. (Read the letter.)
1. Vs. 11 Paul is asking Philemon to forgive his thieving runaway slave.  He says, “I know in the past he may have been useless to you but now he truly lives up to his name Onisemus (useful).
B. The Working of the Gospel
1. The Love of the Gospel.  Vs. 8-10 It uses love not force to convince and to persuade what is right.

2. The Authority of the Gospel.  Vs. 12 It finds a runaway slave and sets him right with his master

3. The Sacrifice of the Gospel.  Vs. 21 It makes a nobleman give up revenge and what is his for the Lord’s service.
C. 
Does the Gospel you preach work the same way?
1. Does it use love, as it’s most powerful tool?
2. Does it have the authority to send runaways back to their master God and seek forgiveness?
3. Does it call for sacrifice?  Does it call for the willingness to give up ourselves for the cause of Christ?
D. Paul’s letter to Philemon formed the basis of the Christian view of slavery.

1. Ultimately, without Paul ever having ordered anything to Philemon or anyone else, Onesimus is freed.  

2. According to the letters of Ignatius, a disciple of John, Onesimus was freed, went back to serve Paul in Rome and later pastored the church at Ephesus.  

3. Philemon understood as Paul had meant him to, that you can’t put a brother in Christ in chains.

4. This same understanding led finally to the abolishment of all slavery in all nations who came under Christian dominance.  This was done not by force of commandment but by the power of the gospel.
III. 
The Other Story

A. 
Did you wonder why the Holy Spirit put such a personal letter in the Bible?

1. Because the role of Paul, Onesimus and Philemon are representative of more than just themselves.

2. Paul stand as Mediator, the go-between for Onisemus and Philemon.  Just as Christ stands as the mediator between Us and God.

3. Onisemus stands as the criminal the runaway, just as we stand before God as sinners and runaways from his ruling over us.

4. Philemon stands in the role of the Master, the rightful owner of Onisemus, just as God stands as our master and the rightful owner of us.

B. Christ puts our sin on His own account 

1. In love he came to this earth and died in our place

2. In authority he defeated sin and brings us back to God whom we have wronged and turned away from.

3. In sacrifice he mediates for us and takes the wrath of his father toward us on his own account. 

4. Scripture: Vs. 18 
If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account; 18  If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account;19  I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it:

a) The word used for “put that on mine account” is the word elloguyao el-log-eh’-o, or imputed

b) It is used in 2 Corinthians 5:19
19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 20  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech [you] by us: we pray [you] in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 21  For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

5. Christ took the payment or our sin upon Himself and then imputed His righteousness to us.

a) There as he is scouraged, there as he is beaten, there as he is spat upon, there as he is crucified.  There is the son of God, putting the wrath of God, the punishent for our sins on his own account.  And God seeing the suffering of his son, and our cry to him for salvation marks it paid in full!
2nd John
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Truth and the Christian

A Bible Study by Pastor Kris Minefee
IV. Background

A. Author and Recipient 

1. The writer calls himself the elder.  This is a term John used of himself later in life.  He wrote to “the elect lady.”  This can be understood in two ways.  

2. John could be using the term figuratively to refer to a church and her members or he could be literally speaking to a particular lady.  The term “lady” in the Greek is the word kuria.  Some think this may actually be her name in the same we name girls, Grace or Charity.  If it was her name then John was writing to “the elect Kyria.”  No matter what her name it looks as though some of her sister’s children had moved to Ephesus  where John was living. 

B. Purpose

1. John wrote a friend upon the occasion of talking to her sister’s children in Ephesus.  The elect lady may have had a church meeting in her home, which was the norm for that time.  John wrote to warn her of giving hospitality to those who were against truth.

2. Date 

a) Written about 90 AD.
C. Survey Chart
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V. Outline

A. Introduction  1-3

1. Author 1

2. Address 1.

3. Greeting 2,3

B. Warning concerning Heresy 4-11

1. The content of the heresy 4-11

2. The cause of the heresy 7

a) The coming of deceivers 7

b) The creed of deceivers 7

3. The consequence of the heresy 8-11

a) Examination of self 8.

b) Examination of others 9-11

(1) Criteria for the examination. 9.

(2) Consequences of the examination 10,11

C.  
Conclusion

VI. Greeting and Introduction vs. 1-3
A. Key Words

1. As you read through the epistle what are some key words?  Record them below

	Key Word
	No. of Times Used

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Judging from the above, what are the main subjects of John’s letter?

a) Truth and love are prominent.  They also are major subjects in the first epistle and the last.

B. Warning against Heresy vs. 4-6
1. What is the commandment John ask the lady to keep?

a) To love one another.

2. How does John qualify this love?

a) It is according to the truth of His commandments

3. What does the word “walk” mean when used this way?

a) It speaks of a visible lifestyle, a walk which can be seen by others.

4. What should define my walk?

a) Love as shaped by His commandments.

C. The Cause of Heresy vs. 7-11
1. What was John concerned about in regard to the elect lady?

a) Antichrists, deceivers.

2. How does John define and identify an antichrist?

a) Does not confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.

3. What warning does he give the elect lady?

a) Watch out for yourself, that you don’t lose what you’ve worked for.

4. What does it mean to abide in the doctrine of Christ?

a) To dwell in His teachings and practice.

5. Looking at verse 9, can one believe in God but not believe in Jesus Christ?

a) No, John upholds them as equal.

6. What is the practical warning that John gives the elect lady?

a) Not to receive the deceivers into your house.

7. Why was this even more important if the lady let the church meet in her house?

a) She could be guilty of introducing heresy into the church which met at her home.

8. Why should we still take this passage as true in our homes?

a) To listen and dialogue with the cults that deny Jesus as God, is to risk their influence in your home and family.

9. How then are you to witness to a someone caught up in a cult?

a) The same way you do to anyone.  As the Lord opens the door of opportunity to friends, relatives and associates have the answers ready that they will need.

10. What is Paul’s warning about “wishing them God-speed” in effect praying or helping them along the way?

a) You are a participant of the evil they will cause.

D. Conclusion vs. 12-13
3rd John 
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Walking in Truth
A Bible Study by Pastor Kris Minefee
VII. Background

A. The Book

1. Purpose

a) To correct a church member or pastor who had been turning away missionaries from the church.  To commend Gaius to continue in his hospitality of the those carrying the gospel.
2. Date

a) About the same as 2 John, 90 AD from Ephesus.

3. Author

a) John the apostle.

4. Addressee

a) Gaius, a personal friend of John in the church.

5. Outline

6. I.  Introduction  1-4

7. A. 
Personal salutation. 1

8. B. 
Personal sentiments. 2-4

9. II.  The duty of hospitality 5-8

10. A. 
The reward of hospitality 5

11. B. 
The report of hospitality 6

12. C. 
The reasons for hospitality. 7-8

13. III.  The danger of haughtiness 9-12

14. A. 
Haughtiness exemplified.  9

15. B. 
Haughtiness condemned. 10

16. C. 
Haughtiness contrasted.  11-12.

17. IV. Conclusion 13-14

18. Survey Chart

[image: image6]
B. Introduction: Spiritual health, prosperity and joy

1. How is the first verse a reemphasis of all of John’s writings up to now?

a) He again show that truth in love are balance in a Christian’s life.

2. What is John’s wish for Gaius?

a) Prosper and be in health

3. What is the measure of this prosperity and health?  What is true prosperity and health in John’s eyes?

a) Gaius’ soul’s prosperity.  Your soul’s health and prosperity is the most important and is linked to the others.

4. What is John’s knowledg of Gaius’ soul’s prosperity and health based upon?

a) Others came and told him of Gaius’ truth shown by his walking in the truth.

5. How did John react?

a) He has no greater joy than to know that my children walk in truth.

6. What was John and Gaius’ relationship?

a) John probably led him to the Lord and/or discipled him, he was his son in the faith.

C. Duty of Hospitality

1. How is Gaius’ walk seen?  In what particular act of service?

a) He helps the brethren and strangers.

2. Looking at the context what would we call these men today?

a) Missionaries on their way to or from the field.

3. What application can we make for ourselves today?
4. What does John say we will be if we help these on their way?

a) Fellowhelpers to the truth.

D. The danger of haughtiness

1. Who do you think Diotrephes is in the local church?

a) Pastor, elder or one who has the church in his home.

2. What do you think John wrote to Diotrephes?

a) A letter of recommendation about the brethren traveling through.

3. What does John say Diotrephes problem is?

a) Pride, he love to have preeminence. 

4. What was Diotrephes reaction to those who would oppose him?

a) Speaking harshly against John, not receiving the brethren and throw those who would receive them out of the church. 

5. Who might Demetrius be?

a) A brethren, stranger to Gaius, in need of shelter and help along the way.

6. List the contrasting  elements from John’s epistle.

a) Good
Evil Persons
b) Good
Evil Motives
c) Good
Evil Actions

E. Conclusion
Jude
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Earnestly contend
for the faith
A Bible Study by Kris Minefee
VIII.  Background

A. Author- Jude

1.  Who was Jude? Where is he mentioned in the New Testament?

a) Jude was the brother of James the pastor of the Jerusalem church and of Jesus the Messiah.

b) He is mentioned in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 as Juda
B. Date
1. The book was written about 67-68 AD before the fall of Jerusalem under Titus in 70 AD.

C. Purpose 

1. At first Jude wanted to write about the doctrine of salvation but the spirit and his heart led him to write a warning against evil and deceitful men.
2. Apparently a general letter to Christians of the first century, the Epistle of Jude warns against the incipient heresy of Gnosticism, a philosophy that distinguished sharply between matter, as being inherently evil, and spirit, as being good. Such a system of thought had serious implications for Christian life and doctrine. It challenged the Biblical doctrine of creation. And it gave rise to the idea that Christ's body was only apparent, not real, for if Christ had had a real body, it would have been evil. In its effect on Christian ethics, Gnosticism prompted two quite different results: on the one hand antinomianism, the belief that one is not under obligation to obey the moral law, and on the other a form of abuse of the body to promote spirituality. Both are opposed by Scripture. It may be inferred from the epistle that the readers were guilty, in varying degrees, of rebellion against authority, irreverence, presumptuous speech, and a libertine spirit. Jude's tone is polemic, for he rebukes false teachers who deceive unstable believers and corrupt the Lord's table.- (from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
D. Outline
1. Identification, salutation, and purpose. Jude 1-4.

2. Admonitions against false teachers. Jude 5-16.

3. Exhortations to Christians. Jude 17-23.

4. Benediction. Jude 24,25.
E. Analytical Chart
[image: image8.png]AN3LNOD

dn aung
; L4vd 5,009 13vd ¥NO AOTHAONd | BTIWIW3Y), EEIE 1dVd ¥NO | L¥Vd S,09
T¢ ‘qg
dN SIATISUNOA DNICTING
*SISYIA AIA
Qo9 40 (lL
jusw3pnr 3JAO1 FHL NI
SIATISUNOA d33N P T | o = o) L ISINHO
Panojeg ONITENNLS I | snsar
433 01 Say / a3 G
It
ApoBun | PR Wi gl NI
7 doay
Jequisway
A1LSINGYI
‘SAYOM AN «9A Ing,, €= 3581, AN3INOD
& &) o) % o B ~
aoo
oL NOILVLYOHXI NOILVI¥OHX3
A¥O19,
1Nawaanr INawaanr
2¥NLNS NOILdI¥D$3a 15vd
a3ssayaay aoo NI a3ssa¥aay
ao9 o9 NI a3Ao1ag \\ NIW A1d0ONN /  danois [<EVNGRELH
NOA GNIWZ¥ OL 3¥IS3A | MON \
TVLLINWOD NOILYLIOHXT ONINIVM NOILVI¥OHX3 | TVLLINWOD

I Mey

HLIVd 3HL ¥04 ATLSINYYI ONIANILNOD OO 40 IAOT IHL NI 413SINO SNIIIN 3anr

D
»




IX. Letter 

A. Identification, salutation, and purpose. Jude 1-4.
1.  How does Jude’s salutation compare with Paul’s or John’s?
a) Very similar to Paul’s grace, hope and love but John’s is much more directly plunging into his subject with few words of salutation.

2. How does vs. 3 show Jude’s original purpose and how it changed?

a) He says he first wanted to write of the “common salvation” but due to a great need had to warn against ungodly men crept in unawares.

3. What were these ungodly men teaching?

a) They were turning the grace of God into lasciviousness (wordliness), and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, (the deity of Christ)
B. Admonitions against false teachers. Jude 5-16.
1. What is Jude’s plain warning in vss. 5-7?

a) That God judges ungodliness harshly and a past relationship with God is not a shield from punishment.

2. In vs. 8 these evil men are accused of rebellion against authority. What does the apocryphal story of Michael and Satan have to do with this accusation?
a) Jude is using the story as an example of Michael the archangel appealing to the authority of God whereas these false teachers refuse all authority.

3. Why is the Apocrypha a part of the NT since Jude quotes it here?

a) Jude uses it as an example which fits his argument he does not equate the entire book to scripture.

4. What is Judes accusation in vs. 10-11?

a) They condemn the spiritual which they cannot know and the physical which they do know they corrupt. They are more interested in power and money than in truth.

5. In vs. 12 list and explain the labels Jude used for these early Gnostic teachers.

a) spots in your feasts of charity: hidden rocks upon which the Christians could become shipwrecked, fellowshipping with them in the love, agape, meals.
b) clouds they are without water: disappointed hope like rain clouds that don’t rain in the midst of a drought.
c) trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead: trees without leaves or fruit which are destroyed after not producing.  
d) Raging waves of the sea: aimless wasted energy littering the beach with their refuse.
e) wandering stars: shooting stars, meteorites which brightly burn but burn out and are destroyed.
6. Vs. 16 shows how these men operate. How did they raise themselves up in the church?

a) They murmured (talked against others). They complained (spoke against the church and its leadership) They spoke great swelling words (swayed people with fancy word and style).

7. What was their real motivation?

a) Their own lusts and seeking out important people to sway to their own advantage.

C. Exhortations to Christians. Jude 17-23.
1. Jude gives a contrast between the Gnostics and the true Christians in vss. 18 -21. What are the differences they should see and strive for?
a) Gnostics are  prophecied mockers who walk after their own ungodly lusts. They separate themselves from Christians because they only have physical senses not the Spirit.

b) Christians, build up their holy faith, they pray in the Spirit’s power and keep themselves in the love of God, trust in the mercy Jesus Christ for eternal life.
D. Benediction. Jude 24,25.
1. How does Judes benediction also contradict the Gnostics?

a) It states that only Jesus is able to keep us and that he is our savior and God.

2. According to vs. 24 can a true child of God ever fall away?  Can they ever be lost again?

a) No the passage clearly states that Jesus keeps us not ourselves.
X. Final Review 
A. Philemon

1. In the letter to Philemon Paul who did Paul ask to grant forgiveness? 

a) Onisemous

2. What was the forgiveness base upon?

a) The debt owned to Paul by Philemon

3. Does the Lord ask us to forgive others?

a) Yes

4. What is our forgiveness to be based upon?

a) Obedience but even more an obedience that flows from our love of Christ to whom we owe eternal life.

5. Discussion: Why do we find it so hard to honor the love of Christ in this part of our Christian life?

B. 2nd John

1. Who did John write his second epistle to?

a) The lady, or Kuria

2. What was John’s purpose in writing?

a) To warn the lady of allowing false teachers into her home.
3. What is the proper way to witness to false teachers or missionaries?

a) As the Lord gives opportunities through friendship and open doors, but not when they are at your door.
C. 3rd John
1. Who did John write to in his third epistle?

a) Gauis

2. What was his relationship to John?

a) Probably a son in the faith, led to the Lord by John.

3. What was the reason behind the third letter?

a) John wanted Gauis to help the “strangers” on their way.

4. Who were the strangers?

a) Missionaries sent out by other churches.

5. Who opposed John and Gauis?

a) Diotrephes possible the pastor or man in whose home the church met.

6. What does John’s epistle teach us about the way missions have always been done?

a) They have always been through the local church.

7. Discussion: Who should we turn away and who should we allow “Christian hospitality?”

D. Jude

1. What was Jude’s purpose in writing?

a) To warn about evil men teaching false doctrine.

2. What did these men teach?

a) An early form of Gnosticism, that Jesus was not truly human and that all flesh was evil.

3. What did these teaching do to the early Christians?

a) Led to two extremes, the indulgence of the flesh and the it’s denial.

4. Discussion: What is the only way to truly deal with false belief systems?
For the truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever. 2nd John 2








I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 3rd John 4








