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Ephesians 1:15-23  Paul's Prayer.

vs. 15-16  Paul's prayer for the Ephesian church.

How is Paul's prayer of thankfulness different from many of ours?  (Prayer was of praise for them.)

Do you really believe he did not cease praying?  

How can we pray without ceasing?  (Our  limited concept of prayer, our position of prayer, our posture of prayer must change.  Prayer must become an integral, seamless part of everyday life.)

vs. 17 The purpose of Paul's prayer. 

What is the overall purpose of Paul's prayer?

(That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:) 

Looking at Paul's purpose for prayer on behalf of the Ephesians, what would you say is one of the most important reasons for prayer?  (To meet with and spend time with God that we might know Him more and more.)


What is usually the purpose of our prayers?

vs. 18-19  The means of Paul's prayer.

How will this greater knowledge of Jesus come about?

(Having the eyes of your heart enlightened) pephôtismenous tous ophthalmous tês kardias humôn).  

What are the eyes of your heart?  (That part of me which will be enlightened by looking to Christ.  The same part that was first touched by Him.)

What are the results of greater knowledge of Christ?

Note and underline the three "what's" in vs 18-19. These are three areas of  greater experiential knowledge in Jesus Christ.

18  The eyes of your understanding  being enlightened; that ye may know  what is the hope of his calling, and  what the riches of the glory of his  inheritance in the saints,   19  And what [is] the exceeding  greatness of his power to us-ward who  believe, according to the working of  his mighty power,

What exactly is Paul asking for in each of these requests?

1.  The hope of His calling.  

What is the hope of his calling?  (In it's most fundamental form, it is the hope of Jesus return and of our resurrection unto eternal life.  See 1Thess 5:24, Ephesians 4:4)    

How real is this to you today?  (I hope things get better or My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness)

Why is it important to have such hope?
 2.  The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.   

What is  God's inheritance?  Us,  "Our riches is in God, God's is in his saints."   We are trophies of grace.
How can this be?    Remember God's purpose in saving us, to be to the praise of His glory.
3.  The exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe. Paul defines it in the next verse.
Vs 20  God's Power toward us

In what way did God demonstrate this power?

  In the resurrection, ascension and glorification of Jesus Christ

How then can we experience the exceeding greatness of His power?  

How  can we come to see and use it on a daily basis? (All this power is keyed to our understanding and believing in Jesus Christ, not only on a salvation level but much more now after salvation in a daily walking, talking, sharing and experiencing level.)

Vs 22 Notice the importance of the church in this experience.  He is our head, we are his body
In what way is the church the Lord's body?  We are the physical presence of Christ in this world; we carry out the commands of our head Jesus Christ.
Vs 23 Pauls says  "the fulness of him that filleth all in all."

What is filled by the fulness of Christ?  The church
How should this change our outlook about church and worship service?  It is in church that the power and fulness of Jesus will be seen and experience in its greatest degree.  See Psalms 63:1-6, Psalms 73:16-17

These are not measuring sticks of our Christian lives, they are blessing which can be and should be ours as we live, grow, battle and walk in our daily life with Jesus Christ.   We will know and understand these areas of knowledge when, as Paul prayed, the eyes of our hearts are opened.  This is the sum total of man encompassing the intellectual but surpassing it into the realm of the soul.  A complete inward and outward surety of what we have and who we are in Jesus Christ.

Remembering that this is a prayer of Paul's, how is it  different than most prayers which we hear and pray  ourselves?   It does not ask for more things, it asks for more of God.  

What kind of difference would it make if we were  to begin to pray this way?   How can we pray this way? 


































