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Witnessing to Those Who Are Seeking

Jesus and Nicodemus

Text: John 3:1-16


Background


Jesus is in Jerusalem for the Passover (John 2:13).  Upon seeing the money changers in the temple area he overturns their tables and upsets their business and drives them physically from the temple.  This same event will take place at the end of Jesus ministry as well. (Mt 21:12, Lu 19:45)  Jesus also did many miracles while at the feast.  These works caught the attention of all in Jerusalem, especially the Pharisees and in particular one Pharisee who was also a member of the Jerusalem ruling council the Sanhedrin, this man was named Nicodemus.  He later came by night to talk to Jesus.  We are not sure where this took place except that it was in the city of Jerusalem.  Many think it must have been in the house of the apostle John.  If this is true John may have been sitting in the same room while Jesus talked with Nicodemus and with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit recalled the event later and recorded it for us.


Interpretation:  

1. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus?  Why did he come at night? 

To learn more of the things of God.  He came at night because he could not show outward approval of Jesus in his position of authority.)

2. Why did Jesus almost interrupt Nicodemus and tell him, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God?" 

Nicodemus was talking about Jesus and said he recognized Him as coming from heaven.  Jesus basically says you can't know anything spiritual until you've been born again.
3. Jesus used the term "born again" in talking to Nicodemus about his need.  Looking at verse 4 what did Nicodemus think Christ meant? 

Being born again physically.  

4. In verse 5 Jesus deals with Nicodemus' misunderstanding of the new birth.  Jesus clearly shows that he is not talking about another physical birth as Nicodemus was asking.  What term did Jesus use to describe a physical birth?  

Born of water.

5. In verse 6 Jesus repeats the point with different descriptions of the two births.  How did Jesus describe  the first and the  second birth. 

Flesh is flesh and spirit is spirit.

6. In verses 7 & 8 Christ tells Nicodemus not to be so surprised about the new birth.  He uses the wind as symbol for the working of the Holy Spirit in the new birth.  How is the movement of the wind helpful in Nicodemus understanding of the new birth? 

Just like the wind it can be experienced and felt but it cannot be fully comprehended.

7. How did Nicodemus react to all this? 

He asks, "How can these things be?"  He is bewildered, and filled with questions. 

8. Jesus then took the opportunity to establish Himself as the authority in matters of spirit and heaven.  What did he tell Nicodemus to show He was the authority?

He told Nicodemus that He spoke of what He knew because He had seen it and because He had come down from heaven to declare it.

9. Notice verse 13, how can Jesus be talking to Nicodemus and still claim to be in heaven?  

Jesus in God and God is Omnipresent, in all places at all times.

10. In verses 14 Jesus brings everything down to one crucial moment in the present by comparing it with another crucial moment in the past.  What were those moments?  

Moses lifting up the serpent and Jesus being lifted up on the cross.  Both became God's way of taking the peoples sin and placing it upon another and thereby saving the people.

11. In verse 15 Jesus makes it personal to Nicodemus.  What would Nicodemus have to do in order to know more of the things of God, in order to experience the new birth?  

He would have to believe on Jesus as one sent from God to bear his punishment.

12. What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  

Amplified Bible- trust in, rely on, cling to. Strongs Concordance- pisteuo {pist-yoo'-o}  believe, commit unto, commit to (one's) trust.  TWNT-  in a moral or religious reference, used in the NT of the conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul to trust in Jesus or God...

13. In verse 16 the tense changes from present to past, what might be the reason?  

Jesus talking to Nicodemus may have stopped in vs. 15, vss 16-21 is John's commentary and further explanation of what Jesus said.

Application:

1. Are there still people like Nicodemus today?  Describe them.

People still seeking answers, seeking God thinking they know something but really very ignorant of spiritual matters.

2.  Do these seekers always come to church for their answers?  No

3.  Why or why not?

They may be uncomfortable in the church service itself 

4. Once we have found them or often once they have found us what are some ways we might tell them of Christ if they don't want to attend church?

 Home Bible Studies, lunch Bible Studies at work, informal opportunities to share more of the things of God.

5. Looking at Jesus' example what must be the goal of any such studies? 

We must share the news of the new birth.

6.  Since I am not Jesus and have not come down from heaven, how can I be an authority on such matters?  

By experiencing the new birth myself and by knowing your material well.

7. The new birth still comes down to that one crucial moment. What must the unsaved person realize about Jesus if they are to be saved?  

Jesus died on the cross for them, He is their substitute.  They must realize that they are responsible for the death of Christ and they must believe that through that death they have the only hope of salvation. 

Witnessing to Those Who Are Different

Text: John 4:1-30

Background


Centuries had passed since the nation of Israel had split into two separate warring nations, Israel, also called Samaria in the north also called Samaria and Judah in the south.  Around 721 BC the northern kingdom was invaded by Assyria and most of it's inhabitants deported.  Those few that were left intermarried with other people imported by the Assyrian conquerors.  After Judah's own capture and release they would have nothing to do with their northern neighbors.  They now had very different cultures, values and especially religions.  Very seldom would a Jew allow themselves to travel through Samaria and never would he have any type of contact if at all possible.  Into this centuries’ old cultural battle Jesus must quickly go to Galilee and must "need go through Samaria."

Interpretation:
vs 6-7  What time of day was this?  

About 6 in the evening)  

What was strange about someone gathering water at this time of day? 

It was usually done in the morning

What might be an explanation as to this woman’s getting water now? 

She did not want to associate with the other women.

vs 10-11 What is living water according to the understanding of this woman?  

Water which ran from a spring in the well, it was running water. 

vs 13-14  What is kind of living water is Jesus talking about?

Supernatural gift that would satisfy her spiritual thirst

Does the woman understand this yet? 

No

vs 16  Why did Jesus now tell her to get her husband? 

The woman still did not understand what Jesus was saying. It was necessary to reveal his power in order for her to look past the physical.

vs 20  The woman understands now that Jesus is a prophet and she asks a question.  What is this question in reference to?  

The first king of Samaria had erected golden calves for the people to worship.  One of these was located on the mountain to which the woman referred.

vs  21 About what event was Jesus prophesying? 

The revelation of the messiah would redirect worship towards himself.  No temple would be needed.

vs  22  How does one worship in Spirit and in Truth?  

Both the emotion, will and desire as well as the doctrine  must be correct.  Emotion however sincere was not enough to satisfy God.  Also doctrine with desire and sincerity was also just as wrong.

vs 25-26  Why did Jesus reveal himself as the Messiah here when he would not do so in Jerusalem?  

It was not the time in Jerusalem, such a revelation would accelerate the events preceding his crucifixion.  Here in Samaria that would not happen.  It was also important for this woman who was ready to believe.  

Did this woman believe?  

Check the context

Application.
What can I learn about the manner in which Jesus presents himself to this woman?

What kind of people are open to the gospel?

Can I refuse to take the gospel to anyone?

What was the first difficulty Jesus had to overcome?  

Seeing spiritual need instead of physical

How can we overcome that same problem?

What can I learn about Jesus frank discussion of the woman's lifestyle?  

Did He ignore it?  Did He berate her?  How did He use it?

In dealing with people about their souls and Jesus, what must they come to realize concerning the Lord?  

That he is not just a man, teacher but is much more.

What can be learned about handling "religion" questions?  

Do not be sidetracked, neither can you ignore the question.  Answer but point out that there is a greater concern to settled first.

What was the mark of this woman's salvation? 

She went and told others of Jesus

Witnessing to the those Caught in Sin

Text: John 8:3-11

Background:

 Jesus has now been preaching publicly for about 3 years.  Opposition from the recognized religious leaders of that day has been growing steadily.  At every opportunity when Jesus was in Jerusalem teaching they would try to debate him.  When they realized that they could not win these contests they began to tray and trap him.  They tried to present a problem or a situation in which Jesus would "hang Himself."  The lesson for today was just such a situation.  The woman, probably trapped by the Pharisees also, should die according to Jewish law, but no one had authority under Roman law to pronounce capital punishment except the Roman government.  For the Pharisees it was a "win-win" outcome.  If Jesus said she couldn't be killed they would accuse him of rejecting the scripture.  If He condemned her to death then they would go to the Romans and accuse Jesus of plotting a rebellion.

Interpretation

Vs. 4  What is wrong or strange about the woman brought by herself?  

If she was caught in the act where was the man?  The man may have been the bait in this trap.

Vs. 6 Why do you think Jesus did not answer but wrote upon the ground?  

Perhaps to pray or think about his answer or to give those involved time to think as well.

Vs. 7  What did Jesus answer reveal about His heart toward sinners? What did it reveal about his heart toward the law?  

The answer shows and understanding of all being condemned by sin, this one just happened to be adultery.  Yet He did not reject the penalty for the sin.

Vs. 9  Why did the accusers leave?   What about the order in which they left?

They were convicted by their own conscience.  The older ones realized throught their experience what was happening.

Vs. 10  What do we see in Jesus by His personally talking to  this woman?  

He did not reject the sinner because of her sin.

Vs. 11 What does vs 11 reveal about the nature of the person Jesus?  

Jesus was the only one who could condemn her, because He was without sin.

Application

What kind of people or what kind of sin are people caught up in today?

Drugs, adultery, fornication, pornography, drinking, 

What can I learn from Jesus waiting before answering those involved with these situations?  

Many times my answers need to thought over and prayed over.  The quickest answer is not always the most beneficial.

Whose job is it to convince someone they are a sinner? 

Sin is always a personal matter between myself and the Lord.  Just as we saw in these men.  Sin can be seen in others but they will not accept my judgement until they are convicted in their own hearts of sin.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit. John 16:7-11  

Describe dealing with sinners according to the example set by Jesus here.  

There is compassion as well as conviction.  There is the offer of forgiveness while at the same time the warning of punishment.  Both sides of salvation or condemnation must be viewed.

In talking to others about Jesus should I ignore their sin or the penalty for that sin?  On the other hand may I ignore the sinner because of the severity of the sin?  

I must fully and realistically look at both the sin and the sinner.  Neither can be allowed to overshadow my responsibility.

Who is the only one who can forgive sin?  Who must the lost be brought to?  

Jesus is the key issue in forgiveness.  The focus must be upon Him and who he is.  Notice how he controlled the situation.  The same must be true of a any witnessing opportunity.

Was this woman saved?  Should Jesus have pushed for a profession?  

We don't know if she was saved.  There is not enough given here to make a judgement.  Jesus let the woman go, as he did the blind man he had healed without telling him his name John 9:6-7.  Jesus was content at this time to plant the seed and trust for the harvest.

IV. The Message of One on One Evangelism
Matthew 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

A. Presence Evangelism

1. As witnesses we must be present in society and culture.

a) The disciples, Peter, James and John were fishermen while Matthew was a tax collector.  They didn't leave their social network of family, friends, and associates. They continued in these but now as witnesses of Jesus Christ.

b) Example of Matthew.  Luke 5:27

2. As witnesses we must be present in times of need.

a) Example: The Antioch Christians act to help.  Acts 11:27-30

b) There are needs all around us.  What are some of the needs you can see?

c) Single Parents, Divorce Recovery, Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Hospital Visitation, Nursing Home

3. As witnesses we must be present in the Spiritual Battles for the Soul
a) The Spirit sent Paul and Barnabus to be missionaries from the local church.  That same need must be still be felt within the church and each member.

b) Example of Christ Mark 2: 13-17

B. What actions will I take?


1. We must become involved in the lives of those around us.

2. What opportunities have you planned or created?

3. What talents do you have that could be put to use just to meet people?

4. Are you willing to volunteer, to coach, or to help someone in need?

C. What will I say?

1. You Need to be Saved  Romans 3:10-18

a) The Bible Condemns all under Sin.

b) There is none righteous (In right standing with God.)

c) None that does good

d) No Fear of God  (No reverence, no worship, no honor)

2. Confirmed in other passages.

a) Romans 2:3-6 God's goodness leadeth to repentance.

b) John 3:5 Ye must be born again

c) Ephesians 2:1-4  Ye were dead in trespesses and sin

3. You Cannot Save Yourself  Romans 3:19-20

a) The Law can not Save us.

b) The Law  (the commandments given by God to Moses)

c) By the law is the knowledge of sin. (the purpose of the law was to show us as sinful.)

4. God Will Save You  Romans 3:21-28

a) 
You Must be saved by Grace through Faith without works

b) Righteousness: right standing with God; 

c) Grace: Undeserved love, unearned favor; 

d) Believe: Trust, Reliance, Faith.
e) Justified: Pronounced righteous by God
f) Redemption: Bought back from death, from damnation
g) Propitiation: An appeasement of God wrath
h) Justified by faith in Christ's death on the cross in your place, without the law.

5. Other passages

a) Ephesians 2:4-10  (By grace are ye saved)

b) Titus 3:3-7  (Not by works of righteousness)

6. Will you accept God's gift of grace?

a) Romans 10:4-13  That if thou shalt confess and believe thou shalt be saved.

Law of 7 Touches and 3 Hearings

According to research, to get someone in church we must reach out and contact them seven times.  This same research shows that most people accept Christ as their savior after hearing the gospel three times.  If we can reach out and touch or friends, relatives and associates through an invitation, act of kindness, or simply telling the gospel when we have the opportunity,  we will build a bond between us that will also make it easier for them to accept us, our other friends, our church and our Christ.

Four things you should know about Salvation.

SYMBOL 117 \f "Wingdings" \s 14 \h
 On your own you are lost and going to Hell.

Read Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Isaiah 53:6a, 

SYMBOL 117 \f "Wingdings" \s 14 \h
 You can't save yourself.

Read Romans 3:20, Proverbs 14:12, Ephesians 3:8-9

SYMBOL 117 \f "Wingdings" \s 14 \h
 Jesus Christ came to save you.

Read Romans 5:8, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Luke 19:10

SYMBOL 117 \f "Wingdings" \s 14 \h
 Now you must act, repent, you must believe.

Read John 3:16,  John 5:24, Luke 13:3, Romans 10:9-13

Find Heaven on Romans Road.
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1st Stop, Sinners Station: Romans 3:23

SYMBOL 108 \f "Wingdings" \s 14 \h
2nd Stop, Payday Stop: Romans 6:23

SYMBOL 108 \f "Wingdings" \s 14 \h
3rd Stop, Offering a new destination, Romans 5:8

SYMBOL 108 \f "Wingdings" \s 14 \h
4th Stop, Saints Station: Romans 10:13

How to be Born Again.

SYMBOL 220 \f "Wingdings" \s 16 \h
Read John 3:1-16

SYMBOL 111 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
What did Jesus say was necessary before entering heaven?

SYMBOL 111 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
What is the first birth?  What is the second birth?

SYMBOL 111 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
What does the serpent in the wilderness have to do with Jesus?

SYMBOL 111 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
What is the action that must take place in order to be born again?

My Friend, Family, Associate or Neighbor

Name: ________________  Spouse: ________________ Birthday_______________ Anniversary _____________

Address ___________________________ 

City: ___________________________  Zip __________

Phone: ____________________

Children: ________________________________________

Hobby: ________________  Job: _____________________

Notes: ___________________________________________

Seven Touches (7 is an average it takes as many as it takes.)

I invited my friend to:
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Lunch or Dinner
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T.R.A.C. Club
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Class Fellowship
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Recreation 
	SYMBOL 111 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Kings Kids
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Outreach Sunday
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Sporting Event
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In-Gym Outreach
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Spring Quest
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Birthday/Anniversay
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Ladies Meeting
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Pack-A-Pew Day
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Go for a walk or ride
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Men's Breakfast
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Potluck Supper
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a talk over coffee / cocoa
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Church Banquet/Singing
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Other


I offered to:
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give a ride until car is fixed.
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take some food over while they were sick.
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babysit the kids, pets or house.
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clean up the house for a sick mother.
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mow the law for a sick dad.
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help meet a financial need.
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other


I sent a card or note:
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On Birthday
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As a Thank-you
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On Anniversary
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At a death in the family
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At Christmas
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At birth of baby.
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When person was emotional low.
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Congratulations
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When person was sick
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Other


Three Hearings
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Testimony
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Discipleship Class
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Sermon 
	SYMBOL 111 \f "Wingdings" \s 12 \h
Roman's Road
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Tract
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John 3 "Born Again"
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Audio or Video Tape
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Four Things You Must Know
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Home Bible Study
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Other


One Confession
My friend accepted Christ on this date:__________________

My friend was baptized into the church. ________________
By D. Kris Minefee


Pastor Bayshore Baptist Church
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