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Text: John 3:1-16


Background


Jesus is in Jerusalem for the Passover (John 2:13).  Upon seeing the money changers in the temple area he overturns their tables and upsets their business and drives them physically from the temple.  This same event will take place at the end of Jesus ministry as well. ( Mt 21:12, Lu 19:45)  Jesus also did many miracles while at the feast.  These works caught the attention of all in Jerusalem, especially the Pharisees and in particular one Pharisee who was also a member of the Jerusalem ruling council the Sanhedrin, this man was named Nicodemus.  He later came by night to talk to Jesus.  We are not sure where this took place except that it was in the city of Jerusalem.  Many think it must have been in the house of the apostle John.  If this is true John may have been sitting in the same room while Jesus talked with Nicodemus and with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit recalled the event later and recorded it for us.


Interpretation:  

1. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus?  Why did he come at night? 

2. Why did Jesus almost interrupt Nicodemus and tell him, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God?" 

3. Jesus used the term "born again" in talking to Nicodemus about his need.  Looking at verse 4 what did Nicodemus think Christ meant? 

4. In verse 5 Jesus deals with Nicodemus' misunderstanding of the new birth.  Jesus clearly shows that he is not talking about another physical birth as Nicodemus was asking.  What term did Jesus use to describe a physical birth?  

5. In verse 6 Jesus repeats the point with different descriptions of the two births.  How did Jesus describe  the first and the  second birth. 

6. In verses 7 & 8 Christ tells Nicodemus not to be so surprised about the new birth.  He uses the wind as symbol for the working of the Holy Spirit in the new birth.  How is the movement of the wind helpful in Nicodemus understanding of the new birth? 

7. How did Nicodemus react to all this? 

8. Jesus then took the opportunity to establish Himself as the authority in matters of spirit and heaven.  What did he tell Nicodemus to show He was the authority?

9. Notice verse 13, how can Jesus be talking to Nicodemus and still claim to be in heaven?  

10. In verses 14 Jesus brings everything down to one crucial moment in the present by comparing it with another crucial moment in the past.  What were those moments?  

11. In verse 15 Jesus makes it personal to Nicodemus.  What would Nicodemus have to do in order to know more of the things of God, in order to experience the new birth?  

12. What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  

13. In verse 16 the tense changes from present to past, what might be the reason?  

Application:

1. Are there still people like Nicodemus today?  Describe them.

2.  Do these seekers always come to church for their answers?  
3.  Why or why not?

4. Once we have found them or often once they have found us what are some ways we might tell them of Christ if they don't want to attend church?

5. Looking at Jesus' example what must be the goal of any such studies? 

6.  Since I am not Jesus and have not come down from heaven, how can I be an authority on such matters?  

7. The new birth still comes down to that one crucial moment. What must the unsaved person realize about Jesus if they are to be saved?  

Witnessing to Those Who Are Different
Lesson: Read John 4:1-30

Background


Centuries had passed since the nation of Israel had split into two separate warring nations, Israel, also called Samaria in the north and Judah in the south.  Around 721 BC the northern kingdom was invaded by Assyria and most of its inhabitants deported.  Those few that were left intermarried with other people imported by the Assyrian conquerors.  After Judah's own capture and release they would have nothing to do with their northern neighbors.  They now had very different cultures, values and especially religions.  Very seldom would a Jew allow themselves to travel through Samaria and never would he have any type of contact if at all possible.  Into this centuries’ old cultural battle Jesus must quickly go to Galilee and must "needs go through Samaria."

Interpretation:
vs 6-7  What time of day was this?  

What was strange about someone gathering water at this time of day? 

What might be an explanation as to this woman getting water now? 

vs 10-11 What is living water according to the understanding of this woman?  

vs 13-14  What is kind of living water is Jesus talking about?

Does the woman understand this yet? 

vs 16  Why did Jesus now tell her to get her husband? 

vs 20  The woman understands now that Jesus is a prophet and she asks a question.  What is this question in reference to?  

vs  21 About what event was Jesus prophesying? 

vs  22  How does one worship in Spirit and in Truth?  

vs 25-26  Why did Jesus reveal himself as the Messiah here when he would not do so in Jerusalem?  

Did this woman believe?  

Application
What can I learn about the manner in which Jesus presents himself to this woman?

What was the first difficulty Jesus had to overcome?  

How can we overcome that same problem?

What can I learn about Jesus frank discussion of the woman's lifestyle?  

In dealing with people about their souls and Jesus, what must they come to realize concerning the Lord?  

What can be learned about handling "religion" questions?  

What was the mark of this woman's salvation? 

Witnessing to the those Caught in Sin

Text: John 8:3-11

Background:

 Jesus has now been preaching publicly for about 3 years.  Opposition from the recognized religious leaders of that day has been growing steadily.  At every opportunity when Jesus was in Jerusalem teaching they would try to debate him.  When they realized that they could not win these contests they began to try and trap him.  They tried to present a problem or a situation in which Jesus would "hang Himself."  The lesson for today was just such a situation.  The woman, probably trapped by the Pharisees also, should die according to Jewish law, but no one had authority under Roman law to pronounce capital punishment except the Roman government.  For the Pharisees it was a "win-win" outcome.  If Jesus said she couldn't be killed they would accuse him of rejecting the scripture.  If He condemned her to death then they would go to the Romans and accuse Jesus of plotting a rebellion.

Interpretation

Vs. 4  What is wrong or strange about the woman brought by herself?  

Vs. 6 Why do you think Jesus did not answer but wrote upon the ground?  

Vs. 7  What did Jesus answer reveal about His heart toward sinners? What did it reveal about his heart toward the law?  

Vs. 9  Why did the accusers leave?   What about the order in which they left?

Vs. 10  What do we see in Jesus by His personally talking to  this woman?  

Vs. 11 What does vs 11 reveal about the nature of the person Jesus?  

Application

What kind of people or what kind of sin are people caught up in today?

What can I learn from Jesus waiting before answering those involved with these situations?   

Whose job is it to convince someone they are a sinner? 

Describe dealing with sinners according to the example set by Jesus here.  

In talking to others about Jesus should I ignore their sin or the penalty for that sin?  On the other hand may I ignore the sinner because of the severity of the sin?  

Who is the only one who can forgive sin?  Who must the lost be brought to?  

Was this woman saved?  Should Jesus have pushed for a profession?  

IV. The Message of One on One Evangelism
Matthew 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

A. Presence Evangelism

1. As witnesses we must be present in _____________.

a) The disciples, Peter, James and John were fishermen while Matthew was a tax collector.  They didn't leave their social network of family, friends, and associates. They continued in these but now as witnesses of Jesus Christ.

b) Example of Matthew.  Luke 5:27

2. As witnesses we must be present in _____________.

a) Example: The Antioch Christians act to help.  Acts 11:27-30

b) There are needs all around us.  What are some of the needs you can see?

3. As witnesses we must be present in the ________ _______________________.
a) The Spirit sent Paul and Barnabus to be missionaries from the local church.  That same need must be still be felt within the church and each member.

b) Example of Christ Mark 2: 13-17

B. What actions will I take?


1. We must become involved in the lives of those around us.

2. What opportunities have you planned or created?

3. What talents do you have that could be put to use just to meet people?

4. Are you willing to volunteer, to coach, or to help someone in need?

C. What will I say?

1. You Need to be Saved  Romans 3:10-18

a) The Bible Condemns all under Sin.

b) There is none righteous (_____________ __ _____________________________)

c) None that does good

d) No Fear of God  (______________________ _____________________________)

2. Confirmed in other passages.

a) Romans 2:3-6 God's goodness leadeth to repentance.

b) John 3:5 Ye must be born again

c) Ephesians 2:1-4  Ye were dead in trespesses and sin

3. You Cannot Save Yourself  Romans 3:19-20

a) The Law can not Save us.

b) The Law  (the commandments given by God to Moses)

c) By the law is the ___________________. (the purpose of the law was to show us as sinful.)

God Will Save You  Romans 3:21-28

d) 
You Must be saved by Grace through Faith without works

e) Righteousness: _____________________; 

f) Grace: _______________________________; 

g) Believe: _______________________________
h) Justified: ______________________________
i) Redemption: ___________________________ ____________________________
j) Propitiation: ___________________________
k) Justified by faith in Christ's death on the cross in your place, without the law.

4. Other passages

a) Ephesians 2:4-10  (By grace are ye saved)

b) Titus 3:3-7  (Not by works of righteousness)

5. Will you accept God's gift of grace?

a) Romans 10:4-13  That if thou shalt confess and believe thou shalt be saved.
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