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Purpose of the Study


The purpose of this study is to understand the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount as relevant in the life of the present day Christians.  Some have mistakenly taken the Sermon as the marching orders for the church, when it is plainly dealing with the future Kingdom of God which will be established by Jesus Christ at his second coming.  Others seeing this have mistakenly written off the entire message as only being prophetic.  This ignores the fact that though the Kingdom is future our King is with us now and we are presently citizens of that coming kingdom.   As citizens we are required to be both ambassadors and recruiters for the Kingdom of God.  In a very real way we are invaders intent upon conquering, but using weapons and acting in a way which is in keeping with the King of love whom we serve.


Let us begin this study by looking at the outline and the diagram of the Sermon on the Mount.

I. Background and Survey

OUTLINE OF SERMON ON THE MOUNT

MATTHEW 5-7

I    CHARACTERISTICS OF KINGDOM CITIZENS  Chapter 5 

A   Personality 5:3-12

B   Purpose 5:13-16

C   Precedent  5:17-20

D   Prize 5:21-48

II   CONSIDERATIONS    OF KINGDOM CITIZENS  Chapter 6

A   Toward Giving  6:1-4

B   Toward Prayer and Forgiveness 6:5-15

C   Toward Fasting   6:16-18

D   Toward Priorities 6:19-21

E   Toward Outward Influences  6:22-23

F   Toward Money 6:24

G   Toward Worry 6:25-34

III  COMMANDS FOR KINGDOM CITIZENS  Chapter 7

A   Do Not Judge 7:1-6

B   Ask, Seek, Knock    7:7-12

C   Enter The Narrow Gate   7:13-14

D   Beware of False Prophets 7:15-23

E   Build On The Rock 7:24-27

Diagram of Sermon on the Mount
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II.  Characteristics of Kingdom Citizens Chapter 5 


As you can see from the diagram and outline the first section runs from 5:1-12.  This section begins with a description of the people who will inhabit the Jesus' kingdom.  From the very beginning He wanted to make it clear that this kingdom was different from what they knew and what they were expecting.

A. Personality  5:3-12


The citizens of the coming kingdom should share the personality of their King.  


This section is called the Beatitudes because each verse begins with the phrase "blessed are."  This is what the word beatitude means, a state or condition of joy, peace and blessedness.


Let's take these quality by quality.

5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

The word blessed used here literally means happy and to be envied.  It describes a state of life or mind for the citizen of God's Kingdom.

Yet, what is blessed about being "poor in spirit?"  What do you think the phrase means if we keep it in context?

To be poor in spirit is to recognize our own spiritual weakness and thereby turn to the spiritual strength of the King.  Poor in spirit is a description of humility.
Why is this quality so important to us now?

Humility is the entrance to a relationship with God.  It is the only attitude acceptable in the presence of the King.
Notice how the following verses teach the importance of this quality.

It is necessary for us to come to God

Job 22:29   When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up; and he shall save the humble person.

Matt 18:4  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

It is necessary for us to return to God

2 Chron 7:14   If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

It is necessary for us to fellowship with God.

Isaiah 57:15   For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

1 Peter 5:5  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

It is necessary for us to grow with God

1 Peter 5:6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 

James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 

 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 


In this verse again we are confronted by a description which does not seem to describe a happy or blessed person.  

What is happy about mourning?  Perhaps we should ask why they are mourning.  What should cause mourning in the life of a child of God?

Anguish because of sin.  Both in my life and in those around me.  This brings us to repentance before God.
According to Christ what is the direct result of this mourning?

They shall be comforted.  Because of their sorrow for sin, God comforts and calms our distressed heart, He grants true forgiveness

Is this a one-time event or is this a quality that is meant to be seen constantly in the life of the follower of Christ?

It is a constant quality.  The Christian never should go a day without the realization of the need of repentance and the forgiveness that is promised.

How can this cycle of repentance and forgiveness, mourning and comfort, work in our life without dooming us to going in circles from sin to confession and then back to sin?

It is a type of circle but not a closed one.  The circle is a spiral, which when we understand God's operating in our life through conviction and forgiveness draws us back from sin and upward toward Him.

Read the following scriptures and then fill in the drawing.

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

Job 33:27  He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not; 28  He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light. 

Psalms 51:1  To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.   Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.  2  Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  3  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.  7  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

1 John 5:16  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 

According to these scriptures what is the result of confession?

Forgiveness and the return to the path of righteousness.
What is the result of refusing to acknowledge our sin?

Chastisement, rebellion and if no confession and repentance first deeper sin then death.
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5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Strong's Concordance says the word meek means mildness of disposition or gentleness of spirit.

How is meekness different from weakness in the Christian?

The Christian realizes that God is in control of all things.  He knows that he as a servant of God must rely upon our Master for power, authority and even justice.  It is not weakness that keeps us from revenge or anger it is the knowledge of  ultimate strength that resides in the Creator who is also in us.

What do the following verses teach us about meekness?

Matt 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

Matt 21:5  Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 

Numbers 12:3  (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.) 

1 Peter 3:4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

Is it difficult for us to differentiate between meekness and weakness when it comes to Christians and especially in Christian leaders?  Why do you think this is?

 6  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

The next quality describes a deep passion for personal righteousness.  I believe it also expresses an overwhelming desire to know God.

Notice what David said about this quality in his own life.

Psalms 63:1  A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;  2  To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.  3  Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.  4  Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.  5  My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips:  6  When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.  7  Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.  8  My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me. 

How is the hunger and thirst for righteousness also a hunger and thirst for God?

This intense desire and need can only be met through a growing, deepening relationship with God.  There is no righteousness without Him.

Why don't more Christians have such a hunger?

How can such a hunger be filled?

In the same way that a hunger for a loved one, family or friend is filled, by spending time with God.  This is done as we make Him a part of our daily life and spend time listening to Him through the word.  I must recognize my hunger and then satisfy it by being with Him.

 7  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

This is the ability to put pity into action.  It describes more than just a desire to help it is the follow through to actual acts of mercy.

Recall the parable of the Good Samaritan.  How was the Samaritan and example of merciful?

He did something.  To the Samaritan help, kindness and compassion were more than just feelings or fleeting thoughts.  He acted!

What are some ways of mercy we could be acting to better show the King we represent?

Forgiveness, acts of kindness, gifts, notes, cards, letters, phone calls, extending ourselves even to the point of emotional even physical risk.  Mercy is not mercy if it is deserved, it is only mercy when it is given to those who do not deserve to have it.
 8  Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 


This is the mark of an undivided, unpolluted heart.  We might call it being focused upon God to such an extent that all other things, even sin is a distraction which can not find a place in us.

What is so difficult about this trait in our modern society?

Everything is a distraction.  There are a thousand diversions demanding my attention and taking my eyes off God.
Two things are necessary for my to maintain focus in any area of my life.  These will also prove important in keeping my heart pure.  

The first step in developing focus is elevating the target.


By elevating the target we mean to make God and time with Him a priority.  During this time He and He only will be the object of my heart.

How is David is focusing on God in the following scriptures.

Ps 5:3  My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 

Ps 119:62  At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy righteous judgments. 

Ps 119:147  I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: I hoped in thy word. 

Ps 119:148  Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might meditate in thy word. 

He is spending time alone with God.  This refocuses David upon God.

The second step is removing the distractions.


In the first step it is time that is needed in the second step it is a place that is needed.  A place where you can go to be alone with God.  This will not happen by accident it must be planned and then the plan must be followed.


The place for you to be personally alone with God can be anywhere you make it.  There is also a place where we can go to be refocused upon God in a public or corporate way.  In Church our attention is turned toward the One who has called us together.  Neglecting this place will keep you from ever being pure in heart.

Why is the reward of this quality so apt?

It is the end result of the life that is focused upon God.  To live a great life one must have a great goal as its prize.  Seeing God will be the greatest reward that can ever be realized.

9   Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

How is this characteristic much more than just the ability to stop physical or emotional conflict between others around us?  What is the only peace that really counts?

Peace with God whom we have rebelled against because of our sin.
How are we responsible for making this peace?

By telling others of the "Prince of Peace" Jesus Christ.  In Him alone is the peace that lasts no matter what the outward conflicts. 

Could you tell someone else how to find peace with God?

 10  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

 12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

It seems impossible to think of being blessed when we are being persecuted but nevertheless this is exactly what Jesus says.

What is the cause of the persecution?

Righteousness sake.  It is for the cause of Christ for the work of the kingdom which is a righteous work.  It is because of who we are as the followers of King Jesus.

Do we see much persecution for righteous sake in our country and in our personal lives?

No, it may be increasing but it is still very minimal.  There are two reasons.  1.  This country was founded as a refuge from religious persecution.   2.  Our ability to show righteousness in our own lives is often very limited.
What is the difference between verse 10 and vss 11-12?

Ten deals with those in the kingdom generally.  11-12 is addressed to the apostles and disciples who were the primary target of Jesus message.
B.  Summary

List the 8 characteristics of  Kingdom Citizens.  (Christians)
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Please reflect upon the kind of person that Jesus says we as citizens of that future Kingdom should be.

Are these requirements for entering into the kingdom?  If so how can they be obtained.

What did Jesus tell Nicodemus when he came to see him?  "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God"

Compare the Beatitudes with the Ten commandments in Exodus 20 and the fruit of the Spirit in Galations 5

	Gal5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is

love, 

joy, 

peace, 

longsuffering, 

gentleness, 

goodness, 

faith, 

23  Meekness, 

temperance:

against such there is no law. 
	Ex 20:3  Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

4  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 

7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; 

8  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

12  Honour thy father and thy mother: 

13  Thou shalt not kill. 

14  Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

15  Thou shalt not steal. 

16  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

17  Thou shalt not covet . 


Which is the Beatitudes most like?

The fruit of the Spirit in Galatians.

What should this tell us about trying to keep the Beatitudes like we try to keep the law?

They were not meant to be kept by my own power, this is impossible they are only to be recognized as being in us through the indwelling of the Jesus Christ.

C.  Purpose  5:13-16

13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  14   Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

After Jesus tells His follows the characteristics that should be in them, he now tells them their purpose, why they are here and what they are to accomplish on this earth until His kingdom comes.

The Salt Principle

What did Jesus say that citizens of the Kingdom are?

The salt of the earth.
In Jesus time salt was used for two distinct things, to flavor food and to preserve.  How can I apply this to my life?

Christians are to have two major purposes in life.  1.  We are to flavor or influence those around us just as salt flavors whatever dish it is in.  2.  We are to preserve our families, community and nation.
What are some ways in which I should be influencing and preserving?

What is the danger that Christ warns about?

The salt losing it’s savor.  Its saltiness, its power to do its job.  This happens when the salt stays in the saltshaker or when its strength is diluted. 
The Light Principle

What is the second purpose that Jesus tells us we are supposed to fulfill?

We are to be light.
What is implied with the statements about the city set on a hill and the lamp set under a basket?

We are to be seen in the darkness,  not shut away from it.  As Christians we are failing if we do not let our light shine through the darkness of this world.
What is the purpose of our good works?  

Our good works are to bring others to see the true source of the light, our heavenly Father.

See Ephesians 1:6,12,14.  What does Paul say we are to be?

We are to be to the praise of His glory.  Our life is to cause others to praise the glory of God. What a purpose!  What a reason for living.

D.  Precedent  5:17-20

17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.  18  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  19  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus now presents himself as the precedent, the example and path finder for the Salt and Light principles by stating that He will fulfill the law and the prophets.  The “law and the prophets” was a common expression for the scriptures of the Old Testament.

As someone hearing these words for the first time what would have been your reaction?

Shock or surprise at Jesus’ confidence in Himself and His strictness on me.
Is it possible to not break even a little law? No.

Though it is not expressly stated here, what is the only way anyone can fulfill the law and the prophets or exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees?

It must be done on my behalf by someone who is perfectly holy and righteous.  Jesus is the only one who never sinned and then gave his sinless life as an ransom upon the cross.  His sinless life and vicarious death must be accepted as the only means of fulfilling the law.
To these hearers what would the phrase “enter into the kingdom of heaven” mean?

To have a part in the coming earthly kingdom of the Messiah.
To us what does it mean?

Salvation of our soul which makes us citizens of that coming kingdom.

E.  Prize 5:21-48

21   Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time…

What is Jesus’ purpose in contrasting the sayings of old time with His own?

To force them to realize that what they thought they knew was wrong, even if taught by supposedly great teachers.
Compare the old teaching with Jesus’ teaching in these verses.

	Verse
	Old Teaching
	Jesus’ Teaching

	21
	You will not murder
	You will not get angry, or hold a grudge.  Forgive even if it is your fault.

	27
	You will not commit adultery
	Adultery is in the heart already.  Cut off your eye or hand if it causes you to sin.

	31
	Divorce allowed through the law
	Any divorce is sin.

	33
	Do not swear except to God
	Any oath is a sin

	38
	Revenge in justified
	Do not even resist evil

	40
	Love your neighbor
	Love your enemy


What is the difference in the two saying?

Jesus has already said that only He is the fulfillment of the law.  He now sets an even more rigid standard for the law than the teachers of old.  
What does this lead us to understand?

That Jesus is more than just another teacher of the law.  He is its beginning and end.  He is greater than the law and the only way we can avoid the penalty of the law is through Him.
Should I try to live up to the new laws that Jesus outlines in Matthew 5?

Our life is in Christ, who has already fulfilled the law.  If I allow Him to fill my life, there will be no need of worrying about the law.  His power and influence in my life will supersede the law just as Jesus’ teaching superseded the older teaching of the law.

III   CONSIDERATIONS OF KINGDOM CITIZENS  CHAPTER 6

Jesus now turns from the character of the child of God to the mind set which should flow from that character.  He begins to instruct them in the attitudes they should have in the areas of giving, prayer, forgiveness, fasting, priorities, influences, money and worry.   All these should be controlled by the person I am because of my relationship with Jesus the King.

A.  TOWARD GIVING   Matthew 6:1-4

Matthew 6:1  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.  2  Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  3   But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:  4  That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

There are two types of giving in this passage what are they?

Alms before men.  A gift or giver that is visible and has its effect on men.  Alms in secret.  A gift or giver that is seen only of God.
There are two types of reward mentioned in this passage about giving.  What two kinds of rewards are there?

Reward of men which is their praise toward you and God’s reward.

What does Jesus mean when he says of those who give with an eye toward men, “They have their reward?”  What is their reward?

The praise of men only.
B.  TOWARD PRAYER AND FORGIVENESS   Matthew 6:5-15

5  And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  7  But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.  8   Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.  

There are also two types of prayer, what are they?

Prayer that is seen of men and prayer that is in secret.

Which type of prayer does God hear and respond to?

The prayer in secret?

How are we to understand Jesus’ warning about “vain repetitions?”  Do we ever pray in this manner?

A vain repetition is one that is repeated over and over and over with the same words and expression.  It is vain, meaning it is empty and worthless.   If our prayers do not really address God, do not change or vary as real conversation would then they also are merely vain repetitions.

1.  Learning from the Model Prayer
9  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  10   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  11  Give us this day our daily bread.  12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

14  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  15   But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

This prayer is a model or framework upon which we should build our own personal prayer life.  It is very simple in construction, as any framework should be.  It leaves room for us to raise up our own places of prayer where we meet with God.  Lets look at the rooms in this house of prayer.

a. 
Relation: To the Father from His Child  

 Our Father which art in heaven 


Look at the beginning of the prayer.  What is the first thing you notice, Who is the prayer to?  

The prayer is to Our Father in Heaven.  Jesus used a child's word for father, equivalent to our "daddy" it is the same word used in Romans 8:15 "Abba, Father".  
What does this tell us about the relationship of those who pray?  They must be children of God, they must be saved.  It also tells us that in prayer we are to understand God as our Father, a very personal, intimate relationship.

How do you think of God when you approach Him in Prayer?

Do your prayers reflect that understanding or do they sound somewhat distant or routine?  

Would you talk to your earthly father in the same way you pray to your Heavenly Father?  

Same words, same tone, same order, same beginning same ending etc.

What are some ways in which my prayers should change and deepen along with my understanding of God as my Father?  

I would spend more, not less time in prayer.  I would grow in respect for Him as I realize how much He loves me and blesses me.  I would talk to him more readily, sooner, quicker, rather than wait until I have to.

b.
Adoration: Praise before Petition  

 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 


The next phrase brings us another portion of the platform upon which to build, yet it is often the most undeveloped part of modern prayer.


Jesus told them to say, "Hallowed be Thy name."  What does this mean?  Is it just a phrase which we repeat in order to make sure our prayer is going to be heard?  No, it is part of the model upon which our own prayers are to be erected.  


The word "Hallowed" is the verb form of the word holy.  In the case of the model prayer is an acknowledgment of the holiness, the sanctity of God's name and thereby God Himself.  The phrase in this abbreviated model is a place for worship and praise to the One we are praying to.


In our real prayers this room is often absent or very empty.  We are so eager or programmed to ask things from God in prayer that we neglect time spent with God in prayer.   To praise God during our prayer is to honor Him, commune with Him, and render to Him what is due as the Creator of the Universe and the only one who can intervene in time and space to help us.


We should be praying with a deep reverence and appreciation for the High and Holy one we approach in prayer.  We see this same attitude in Psalms 100 which describes our approach to God.

Psalm 100:1  (A Psalm of praise.) Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2  Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 3  Know ye that the LORD he [is] God: [it is] he [that] hath made us, and not we ourselves; [we are] his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 4  Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, [and] into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, [and] bless his name. 5  For the LORD [is] good; his mercy [is] everlasting; and his truth [endureth] to all generations.

c.
Submission: to God's Rule and Will 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven


The next part of the model prayer deals with submission.  Jesus constructed it in two sections, God's Kingdom and God's Will.


"Thy kingdom come" had a very real and obvious meaning to the disciples of Jesus.  The prophets had promised a kingdom of God ruled by the Messiah.  God's kingdom was first and foremost that promised kingdom.  It was not established yet or Jesus would not have told them to pray for it to come.  It was however, on it's way and would someday be established over all the earth with Jesus Christ as King.  This petition would fill the Roman dominated Israelite with hope as he endured the rule of another.


This is a petition for both a future reality and a present attitude.  When I pray is there a place in my prayer for the return of Jesus to establish his kingdom?  Is there an attitude of hope which permeates my prayer because I look for this to happen?  Do I realize that no matter how difficult it may be now, under the rule of Satan in this world, that someday Jesus will reign and all will be right?  


Next Jesus told the disciples to pray, "Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven."  In heaven is the qualifying statement for describing how God's will was to be done.  In heaven God's will is carried out instantaneously by uncountable armies of angels.  

Angels aren't earthly creatures so who is to do God's will here?  

We are.  His Servants.

If I add this room to my prayers, how will it change my prayers?  How will it change my life?  

To honestly and completely yield myself to God's will is to remove any right of ownership to myself, my future or any possession.  To pray it, is to make my words a vow of personal servitude in the ministry of God.  Every prayer then becomes a surrender of my own desires to God's desires for me.

d.
Recognition: Of  God's Power to Live

Give us this day our daily bread.


The next phrase asks God for daily bread.  Certainly this looks to our food which ultimately comes from God, but within the framework of this model prayer it goes much further.   


Bread was the "staff of life."  It was the most important part of the middle eastern diet.  Meat, fresh vegetable and fruit were luxuries at most tables, but bread meant they would not starve.  "Daily bread" is that bread which is necessary to sustain our lives today.  It means we stand upon the promises of God to care for his children and provide for their needs.  It does not presume upon tomorrow except to believe that God will as always provide for us once we are there.  The Wycliffe Bible Commentary says, "The Greek is concise and graphic,  'Keep giving to us our daily allotment'."


This room in the building of my prayer may be constructed quite differently than the simple idea of "daily bread."    This room must not be thought of as license to ask for the luxuries of life, it is an affirmation of God's promise for the necessities of life.  It is praying from faith not want. It is recognizing that it is God who must supply life itself to me.

Look at the following verses

De 8:3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every [word] that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.

What was the lesson of the manna to the Israelites?  

It showed God's provision yet it also showed the people's need of faith.  God only would provide enough for the day.  They had to trust him for tomorrow's provision.
What is the lesson of the manna to us?  

The daily bread is an object lesson in God's care for us.  The greatest thing isn't the bread but learning to trust God.  Notice what Moses said in Deut 8:3.
e.
Reconciliation: Repentance toward God and Forgiveness of Others

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 


Now Jesus instructs that each prayer should have a place in which forgiveness is asked from God and because of that forgiveness we also forgive those who have sinned against us.


Very few prayers omit asking for forgiveness but very few include granting it.  It should be noted that forgiveness is given by God based upon what Jesus has done for us.  No work or righteousness which we do can have redeeming merit from God.  Yet we must not write off the fact that these two acts of forgiveness are tied together.  It should seem impossible to us who have been forgiven all our sin through Jesus Christ, to be unable to forgive someone else a slight or and offense.  

Read the following parable told by Christ.

Matthew 18:23  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants.  24  And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.  25  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made.  26  The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.  27  Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.  28  But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took [him] by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.  29  And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.  30  And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt.  31  So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.  33  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?  34  And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.  35  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.

What is the lesson to be learned from this parable?  

We who have been forgiven a debt against God which we could never repay, should be grateful and willing to forgive those who have sinned against us.  To not do so is to mock and count as nothing the much greater forgiveness we have received.

The forgiveness of our unbelief against God, is not conditional upon anything except the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ and my accepting His death on my behalf.  Continued forgiveness from God after I have experience the new birth of salvation may be hindered if I cannot forgive those around me.  It is absurd to harbor feelings of resentment and bitterness toward another when God, who has every right to send me to hell for all eternity, willing forgave me and made me his child.   What offense against me could be  greater than my 

rebellion against God which caused His own Son to die on the cross?

f.
Humiliation: a Cry for Deliverance  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.


The final phrase which the disciples were instructed to pray dealt with temptation and deliverance from that temptation.  The word temptation can mean both temptation to sin and a test.  Indeed a temptation to sin is a test of a moral kind.  Jesus is not however saying that God tempts man to sin.  

Read James 1:13  

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:


James makes it very plain that God does not tempt in the way Satan tempts.  The model prayer expresses an attitude, it began in petitioning God for His kingdom to come and proceeds with our submission to his will.  Now within that submission to whatever God brings into our life, we turn to the One into whose hand our entire being has been given and ask Him to remember that we are human and dependent upon Him.  Lord, Keep us from temptation for we are weak, and easily swayed.  This room in the prayer is one of humility which is entered from the previous room of submission to God.


Without humility my prayer is only a sham.  I must recognize that I am incapable of anything unless God intervenes to keep me from evil.  Humility is not weakness, it fact true humility is the key to real strength.  For God's strength is not given to the proud but only to the lowly.  Real strength is mine only when I realize how weak I really am.

Return to Praise

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen

Jesus finishes his prayer with a return to praise for the One who hears our prayer.  This reemphasizes the importance of talking to God and fully realizing who He is.  With each succeeding prayer my mouth should be filled with more and more praise for my God, my Creator, my Father.

Model Prayer to My Prayer


Now let's take the Model Prayer Christ left for us and from that platform or foundation build the superstructure which will be my own place of prayer. 


Here are the rooms, the qualities that we have seen in the model prayer:  Relation, Adoration, Submission, Recognition, Reconciliation, Humiliation.

What is the entrance to any prayer? The relationship we share with God.

What room should run the length of my house of prayer?  Adoration.

Fill in the other rooms with a quality and a phrase from Luke 11:2-4.
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C   TOWARD FASTING    VRS 6:16-18

16  Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  17   But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;  18  That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.

What is a fast?   What is its purpose?

It is a stopping of eating.  It’s spiritual purpose is a time of utter consecration to God 

Why was Jesus concerned about it?

It was being done for the wrong reason, to gain the praise of men.

How is this theme connected to what has proceeded it?

Like prayer and giving this was a spiritual work but prone to abuse and wrong motivation.

D   TOWARD PRIORITIES   VRS 6:19-21

19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  21   For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

How do we lay up treasures on earth?

Banks, savings, homes, even relationships with others.

How do we lay up treasure in heaven?

By doing the work of God.

According to Jesus why are treasures in heaven better?

They cannot be lost, nor stolen.

In vs. 21 What is Jesus really concerned with? 

We will be motivated most by the place where our treasure is stored.  If on earth then we will be motivated by physical, worldly things.  If in heaven then by spiritual, heavenly means.

E   TOWARD OUTWARD INFLUENCES   VRS 6:22-23

 22  The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 

 23   But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 
A “single” eye is one which

Sees but one image.  

In this context what makes the eye evil?

Those things which Jesus has been warning about, trying to do heavenly service with earthly means.  Impressing men but neglecting God.

F   TOWARD MONEY    VRS 6:24

 24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

How is all of vs. 19-24 related?

These are the things which so easily take our minds and hearts away from God and serving Him.  We are too close to the physical world and not far away from the spiritual one.

What do you think caused Jesus to address this problem?

He needed to separate between the true kingdom of God which was entered through spiritual means and the one which many who were listening in the multitude were looking for.

What should I apply from this section?

G   TOWARD WORRY    VRS 6:25-34

 25  Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?26   Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?  27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  28  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:  29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?  31   Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?  32   (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

 34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
What does Jesus mean by take no thought?

Do not worry, do not be overly concerned.

List the illustrations Jesus uses in this section.

The birds and the flowers.

According to Jesus what is the cure for anxiety?

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all these things shall be added unto you.

IV  COMMANDS FOR KINGDOM CITIZENS  CHAPTER 7

A   DO NOT JUDGE    VRS 7:1-6

1  Judge not, that ye be not judged.  2   For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.  3  And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?  4   Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?  5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.  6  Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

Interpreting from the context, is Jesus condemning all types of judgment?  

Jesus is condemning critical, hurtful judgment.

What is a purpose of the mote and the beam in this teaching?

The mote is a speck of dirt or a splinter.  A beam is a large piece of lumber used in the roof or floor as a main support.  Jesus use the contrast to show the foolishness of those criticizing others in order to elevate themselves.

Is the beam that Jesus condemns any sin or is it a particular sin dealt with in context.

The “beam” is the critical, judgmental attitude which must be dealt with before any positive criticism can be given in dealing with specks.

Is all judgment condemned?

No.  We are told not to give holy things to dog nor pearls to swine.  Also later we are told to “beware of false prophets”, Paul tells us to “examine ourselves” and as a church we are judge ourselves.  John tells us to “try the spirits.”  It is the manner and the spirit of our judgment that Jesus is dealing with here.

Can a Christian judge something right according to the letter and still completely be wrong according to the spirit?

Often, especially when we have given so much to protect and honor the truths and doctrines which define and distinguish us.

How are we to be able to know the “dogs” and “swine” that Jesus warns about?

By asking, seeking and knocking from God the proper spirit of discernment in judgment.

B   ASK, SEEK, KNOCK    VRS 7:7-12

7   Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  8   For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  9  Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone?  10  Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?  11  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?  12  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.

What is taught by the order and choice of commands given by Jesus?

We are to intensify our requests before God.  We begin by asking, continue through seeking and work up to knocking.  

Jesus gives two reasons for this escalation of intensity in prayer.  What are they?

First, If you ask you receive, if you seek you find, if you knock it is opened.  There is a promise of success if we try.

Secondly, because God is our father and we are to understand our relationship with Him in the same manner as we understand the love of an earthly father, only more so.  The love of God is so much greater that in comparison the best that an earthly father can do for his children appears hurtful when compared to God’s love.

Using Jesus’ three commands what are some practical ways I can “ask, seek and knock” for the proper way to judge?

Asking is going to God in prayer.

Seeking is going to God through the word.

Knocking is going with God in the practice of what He has taught.

Jesus concludes with a “therefore” statement.  What does the conclusion, the Golden Rule, have to do with judgment, discernment and prayer for the proper use of these?

We are to treat people in the same way we would want to be treated.  This is proactive not reactive, it initiates the action that is expected in return, it does not wait to be acted upon by others.  This is especially true in the area of harsh critical judgment.

Consider the following verses as a beginning in the asking, seeking and knocking of learning how to discern.

Ro 2:1  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 2  But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 

Ro 14:3  Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. 4  Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 

Ro 14:10  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11  For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 12  So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 13  Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 

1Co 4:3  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 4  For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

Eph 4:15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

Gal 6:1  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  3  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.  4  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.  5  For every man shall bear his own burden.

C   ENTER THE NARROW GATE   VRS 7:13-14

13  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  14   Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

This passage is often used when talking about salvation, does the context allow such an interpretation?

No, the context is dealing with lifestyle and service not with salvation.

What is a strait gate?  Is it different from a straight gate?  

A strait gate is the same word used for the Straits of Gibraltar.  It does not mean running parallel it means narrow, tight and constricted.
What is the life then that Jesus is talking about in this verse and what is the destruction?

Physical life, everyday life and the ruin and waste of that life when it is not lived under God’s instruction.

What does this tell us about the kind of life that we are instructed to live?

It will be constrained.  It will have well defined boundaries defined by the Lord.

What are some examples of this kind of life?

D   BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS    VRS 7:15-23

15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17   Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.  18   A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  19   Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23   And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

How can we reconcile this passage with Jesus’ forbidding us to judge?

The judgment Jesus talked about was dealing with the negative attitude of the self-righteous.  This passage is telling us to discern true and false prophets.

Who is Jesus warning us about?

False prophets, not fellow believers or Christians.  These are leaders and as such must be open to scrutiny.

What is the test of a prophet?

Fruit, the product of that religious leaders ministry.

What kind of fruit does Jesus say is not valid for this judging?

Prophecy, casting out of demons and miracles.

What then is the ultimate test of a prophet?

A relationship with and calling from Jesus Christ.

E   BUILD ON THE ROCK   VRS 7:24-27

24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  27   And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.  28  And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine:

In this illustration, what is the house that is built?

It is our life.

What is the rock?

The teaching of Jesus Christ is the foundation of our house.

What are the floods?

Trials, troubles, tribulation.

What is the sand?

Any foundation other than Jesus teaching.

How will you, in a practical way, build on the rock?
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