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Lesson 1 Background 

(taken from Jensen's Survey of the New Testament, Moody Press)

Time and Place Written

Paul wrote this letter on this third missionary journey, toward the end of his three-year ministry in the city of __________(1 Cor. 16:8).  The year of writing was AD. __________. 

Occasion


Paul was a traveling evangelist who took to heart the follow-up work of nurturing the young converts whom he had led to Christ.  He learned of the Corinthians' problems thorough reports and inquiries originating with members and leaders of the church.  If he had already made a short visit since founding the church, he also knew of some of the problems first hand.

Purposes


Among Paul's purposes in writing one of his longest letters were these: 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
to __________the basic problems underlying the reports and inquiries;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
to offer __________by way of doctrine and example

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
to give extended __________on related doctrines

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
to give at least a short __________of his apostleship

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
to __________the believers in the ways of a full, mature Christian life.
Geography and Chronology of Paul's travels.

Paul's Travels to Corinth (from Logos Bible Atlas)
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Neopolis

Troas

Neopolis

Ephesus

Corinth


1
Paul makes Ephesus the base for his mission work for the next 3 years. Disciples of Apollos receive the Holy Spirit and a church is founded (Acts 19:1-7). The gospel spreads in Asia (Acts 19:8-20).

2
Paul plans to go to Macedonia. He sends Timothy and Erastus ahead (Acts 19:21-22). They may also visit Corinth (1 Cor 16:10-11). Paul is worried about immorality at the church there.

3
Three members of the Corinthian church bring a letter to Paul (1 Corinthians 16:17-18). It is full of questions that reveal the problems to be far greater than Paul had thought.

4
Paul writes and sends 1 Corinthians, tackling the problems.

5
Paul hears bad news about the church in Corinth, possibly from Timothy.

6
He hurries to Corinth (implied by the intended third visit of (2 Corinthians 12:14). The visit is extremely painful for everyone. Paul has to be severe.

7
He returns to Ephesus. Here he writes a 'painful letter' to them (2 Corinthians 2:4). Titus takes the letter to Corinth. Paul arranges to meet Titus again at Troas urgently, to get news of the situation.

8
Paul is the center of a riot in Ephesus. His message threatens the sale of statues of the Ephesian goddess (Acts 19:23-41).

9
Paul goes to Troas. The work goes well, but Paul is worried about his 'painful letter.' Was it too harsh? Titus does not appear as arranged (2 Cor. 2:12-13).

10
Paul enters Macedonia in search of Titus. By doing this he breaks an arrangement he made with the Corinthians—he was going to go to them by sea before visiting Macedonia. He apologizes in 2 Cor 1:15– He didn't want another painful visit.

11
He encourages the churches (Acts 20:1-2) and collects money for the Jerusalem church (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

12
Paul and Titus finally meet. Titus brings good news—the 'painful letter' has been taken as Paul intended (2 Corinthians 7:5-16).

13
Paul writes 2 Corinthians—full of joy. He encourages them to complete their promised giving for the Jerusalem church (2 Corinthians 8:10-15).

14
Titus takes the letter ahead of Paul to prepare the church for Paul's third visit (2 Corinthians 8:16-24).

15
Paul stays in Achaia 3 months, probably in Corinth. Here he writes the letter to the Romans.

16
He plans to travel to Jerusalem by sea via Syria. A plot by his enemies forces him to return through Macedonia (Acts 20:2-6).

Introduction to 13th Chapter of Corinthians


With all the problems faced by the Paul in the Corinthian church, it may seem contradictory to find the most beautiful chapter ever written describing the true Christian life.  Yet this is exactly what the Corinthians needed.  In the depth of their divisions and sin they needed "a more excellent way."  Paul says this is love, a love unlike any other know to the Gentiles.  This love is of God and can be found in no other source than God.  In fact so different was this love, than that which the world was used to, that a new word was coined by the Christians to distinguish it from human love.


Before the New Testament times two words were commonly used for love, ____________________.  


Eros was the name of a Greek god, the son of Apaphrodite the goddess of love and beauty.  Eros was also called __________by the Romans.  The love of Eros was often passionate lust, it was animalistic and sexual in its fervor but it could also be the emotion  one feels when looking at a beautiful sunset or a magnificent work of art.  Eros was a __________love based purely upon the selfish needs or wants of the one "in love."  Eros love always takes, whether it is a pleasure of a kiss or the pleasure of a new car, the benefit is a selfish one.  Josh McDowell in his book, "Givers, Takers and Other Kinds of Lovers" defines eros love as __________.   In other words eros love is conditional.  It always depends upon something or someone outside of itself to bring it pleasure.  If the outside source of pleasure ceases, so does this type of love.


Read 1 John 2:15-16 How does John describe the love of the world?


The second word for love was the word phileo, it meant a __________ __________ love.  It was the love of friendship and the love of family.  This type of love was based not upon a physical, selfish desire but upon something found within the object loved.  This might be a noble quality or a bond of family or shared experiences of life.  McDowell calls this love, ____________________.  This is a love which has a deeper reason for its existence.  It shares, respects and cherishes it's object of love.  Yet this word was not strong enough for New Testament believers for even it could cease.  Though much stronger than eros, it nevertheless was a love based upon mutual benefit, if the benefit should cease so does the love.  Husbands and wives quit loving each other and friends become enemies because something changes and "phileo" love is not strong enough to survive.


The love which Paul writes of and the word which is used in the New Testament to describe it was used in classic Greek for __________, it was the word agape.  The writers of the New Testament took it up as their own for it described the love they experienced from God through Jesus' death for them.  He had sacrificed himself and told them to "love one another even as I have loved you."  What other word could possibly be adequate except a word for sacrifice.  McDowell describes this love as __________.  This love is not based on something external, but internal, for it is the love of God shed abroad in our hearts.  Once I become a child of God, washed from my sin by the shed blood of the lamb, this love abides within me.  I cannot manufacture or fake it, for it is as much a part of my new nature as eternal life itself.


This is the love Paul describes in the 13th chapter of Corinthians, it was the love they needed to heal their church and bring them to maturity.  Agape is the love we also need to be Christians who can love others as God loved us.


Read the following verses, what type of love do you think is being described?  Why?

Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

Matthew 22: 39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

Matthew 23:6  And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,  

Luke 20: 46  Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts;  

John 14: 23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

John 15:12  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 

John 15:19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  

Romans 12:10  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;  

Ephesians 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

1 Thessalonians 4:9. But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.  

1 John 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Lesson 2 Prodigal Love

Paul shows that love is essential

Text: 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

  1  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

3  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.


Paul introduces the subject of chapter 13 with the last verse of chapter 12.  Here he tells the Corinthians he will show them "a more excellent way."  In other words a way which is superior than the use of the divisive gifts which they had been using so wrongly in the church.  Paul then goes on to explain and explore "agape" love.  The self-sacrificing love which should have been seen in the life of the Corinthians believers.  


Paul begins by showing the futility of any service gift or talent without the essential element of love.  We might call it Prodigal Love, a love that is missing.  Paul lists the gifts the Corinthians thought were important and shows them as useless without love.


Read 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and list the gifts in the table below, then read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 and list the gifts Paul says are useless without love.

	12th Chapter gift
	13th Chapter gift w/o Love.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Nothing Without Love


Paul starts by cutting the gift of tongues down to size.  He says that any language whether of men or even of angels is nothing more than unbearable noise unless it is driven by love.  Nothing more than the crashing of cymbals or the banging of pipes.  


Paul may have been reminding the Corinthians of their pagan backgrounds and the difference there should be between their speech and of those who did not know God.  This difference must be seen in the area of love.  The pagans of the city of Corinth  worshipped Cybele ( the mother god) and Dionysus (the god of wine and madness) by marching, singing and dancing in the streets while playing drums, banging cymbals and blowing trumpets.  Paul's point to the Corinthians was that they were no better speaking in tongues without love than the pagans banging their cymbals, neither made sense, neither were right.


Next Paul lists prophecy, knowledge and wisdom, these were supernatural gifts which the Corinthians looked to as signs of great spirituality.  Paul makes a claim for "all" knowledge, mysteries and faith.  Still he says that without love he is nothing even though filled with more supernatural knowledge than was possible.


Even great faith becomes irrelevant without the necessity of love.  A miracle beyond any other, such as  moving a mountain is, wasted without love.


Paul even goes to the extreme of human charity and kindness giving away everything one might own and says that love must be the only motivation for these acts or they were useless.    


Finally, Paul takes the greatest act possibly for a human being, martyrdom, and says even this is nothing without love.


Do you think Paul is saying that it is possible to speak with angelic language, have all faith, all knowledge and do unheard of  miracles?


What is Paul trying to do by drawing all these gifts to the furthest extreme?

Am I Without Love?


We realize that the supernatural sign gifts of the early church ceased with the completion of the New Testament and the passing of the apostles.  Therefore we do not look for prophecy, tongues, word of knowledge or a word of wisdom.  Yet this does not mean that Paul's lesson no longer applies.    What are some other Christian gifts mentioned by Paul?  (See Romans 6:7-8)  List them below

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Are these gifts still in effect today?  


What is different of these gifts and those in 1 Corinthians 12?  

Though the gifts are different could the same point from                1 Corinthians 13 be made about love being necessary to the proper working of these gifts?  

List some services or actions that we today consider very important in our church.


Now plug them into the following blank line in 1 Corinthians 13:3

Though I ________________, and though I _________________, and have not love, it profits me nothing.  Is the statement still true?


What does this mean then to me?  What must my reaction and my commitment be if I accept the truthfulness of Paul's writing?  

Think of a service which you personally try to do for God.  Now think of a talent of gift which you may use in God's service.   What is your motivation for these?  If you say love then let me ask pointedly, when have you sacrificed yourself through the use of your gift or the application of your service?  Do you practice these at your convenience or are they inconvenient to do?  Would you allow your gift, service or talent to be set aside for the benefit of others?  When have you given of yourself without thought of reward or praise?  Are you really operating in the power and influence of agape or is selfishness and glory a motivation?  


Read the following scriptures and note the importance of sacrificial love.

 John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

 Eph 5:2  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

 1Co 6:7 Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?

Matthew 5:39  But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40  And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.   41  And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.   42  Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.   43  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.   44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;   45  That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.   46  For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?


In your mind, do you believe you could lay down our life for someone else?  In your heart do you realize you can't even lay down your rights?  Could we really lay down our life but never before that our rights?


There is a story of two men, one traveling up a mountain the other traveling down,  they met on the same very narrow trail.  Try as they might they could not get by each other, without risk of one or both being knocked off.  Finally, one of the men lay stomach down upon the trail and let the other man walk over him.  What is the connection between this story and the love Paul describes?   In what areas of your life do you need to lets someone walk over you?


Consider the story of Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler in Mark 10.    Remember how the young man came running to the Messiah and asked how to inherit eternal life.  When Jesus quoted him the commandments, the young man replied, "Master, all these have I kept from my youth."  Let's read what happened next.  "Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.  And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions."


Why did Jesus tell the young man to sell everything and follow him?


Do you think Jesus ever looks at our actions and life and says, "One thing you lack?"


Love is the essential element, without it no church is a success, no marriage is sound, no career is lasting, no life is livable, no relationship is complete, no sin is covered, no worship is accepted and no forgiveness is given.  Do you really know how to love?  Do you really understand that without love you cannot accomplish anything for God, no matter how grand it may seem to others?  Are you willing to commit to seeking, and submitting to love in all aspects of your life?  Or will you, like the rich young ruler walk away grieved instead of making up the one thing you lack and following Jesus?

Lesson 3: Properties of Love

  1 Corinthians 13:4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

  5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

  6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;

  7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.

  8 Charity never faileth: 

Paul describes love.


After Paul shows that no activity, sacrifice or speech is of any value unless love is it's motive, he begins to describe this love.  What follows is not a definition, for no definition could possible fill all the nooks and crannies, all the height and depth of agape.  The description Paul writes is the highest, purest description of Christian love that has ever been written.  No one short of Paul's talent and the Holy Spirit's inspiration could ever write anything like it again.

Love's Character 

Love suffers long, and is kind


"Love is patient" Paul says.  The word used here means to patiently endure.  The idea of patient endurance is not passivity.  The fact that there is something to endure means that there is activity.  Love does not quit at the first injury or offense, by its very nature it is conditioned to expect injury and to endure it without revenge or failure.


Remembering that this love is God's love, given to us by Jesus Christ, what does the following verse tell you about enduring through love's power?


Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Next Paul tells us, "Love is kind."  In a sense he is giving us the other side of the same coin.  Or considering the rest of the descriptions, the opposite facet of the same diamond.  We first saw that love has the ability to patiently endure, but endurance alone would do injustice to God's love.  This love cannot be held down it is an active power and a pro-active quality.  While it accepts and even expects the hurts done to it by the world, love will not simply be a punching bag.  


Kindness is an pro-active force of love.  It seeks out others to bestow goodness and mercy on.  Even to those who are causing its pain.  Love finds opportunities or it makes opportunities to reach out to others in kindness, helpfulness and demonstrations of God's love.  


Paul gives an example of this principle in Romans 12:19 -20. 19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

What acts of kindness is Paul telling the Romans to do?

What is the reason for these acts?

What does Paul mean about coals of fire upon his head?

Love's Control

Love envies not; Love vaunts not itself, is not puffed up, Does not behave itself unseemly, seeks not her own, is not easily provoked, thinks no evil; Rejoices not in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth.


Now Paul moves from what love is and does to what it is not and what it cannot do.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love does not envy.  This means it is not jealous of the success or happiness or others.  It counts all good things as being from God and therefore it must share the joy of those blessed of God and not begrudge it.   


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love vaunts not itself.  Love is not boastful.  The Greek word Paul uses here is the word for windbag.  Love does not need to brag on itself or call attention to itself.  The person who is under the control of this love will not need to boast either.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love is not puffed up.  In plainer words love is not conceited, this again is a complementing facet of the preceding phrase.  Boastfulness is the outward showing while conceit is the inward cause.  Neither of these can rightly exist where true, Godly love dwells.  How can I brag or think greatly of myself when I consider who I was when God found me, what He gave in order to save me, and what I would have been if He had not saved me?   Boasting and bragging in a very real way, is an affront to God.  As Paul said in Galatians, "But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world."  Any other glorying diminishes what He has done.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love behaves not unseemingly.  Love does not misbehave.  The word used here means "not according to proper form."  Love deep within us proscribes a proper course of action in every situation.  If we are under the dictates of God's love we will act according to that control.  This couse of behavior is not a mystery nor complicated, it is an understanding of what is right, made knowable and doable by love within me.


Read Proverbs 11:22 a favorite verse of mine, (which shows that the writers of scripture used humor.)  How is it related to love acting according to proper form?  



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love seeks not her own.  Love does not work to take advantage of others and better itself through the process.  Love always, always gives more than it can get.   It is not God's love if it does anything else.  Is my interaction with others often based upon what they can do for me?  Do I often think in terms of how I can get someone to help me out?  If I view those around me as a means to my own particular end then I am not under the control of God's love.  For God's love is ever unselfish, it takes no thought for itself but only for others.



SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love is not easily provoked.  Paul is simply saying that love is not quick to take offense, it has no "chip on it shoulder" it does not "wear it's heart on it's sleeve."  Agape love has given up it's own rights for the greater good of those who have not yet experienced God's love.  



William Barkley put it this way, "There are two kinds of people in this world, those who think of their rights and those who think of their duty."  As Christians our duty is to not allow the petty offenses of others, whether unintentional or intentional, stop us from loving them.  Once anger begins love disappears often never to be seen in that relationship again.


Let’s listen to Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:7,  Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?   

What is Paul saying the Christian should do simply because he is a Christian? 


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love thinks no evil.  The word Paul uses here is the same one  used in Romans 6:11 when he tells the Roman Christians to "reckon yourselves dead indeed unto sin."  The word is logizamai and it was taken from accounting and finance, it meant to write it down, keep record of it.  In Romans 6 it is used positively of realizing we are dead to sin, here in Corinthians it us used negatively to show that love does not keep record of the hurt, pain and evil done to it.  Love does not dwell on these things.  Paul is not saying love is blind to sin, but that love realizes the best means of helping others is to lift them up not beat them down.  A Jewish Rabbi, Juluis Gordon, said, "Love is not blind- it sees more not less but because it sees more it is willing to see less."  John McArthur said, "Love looks past a person's sin to his potential."

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love does not rejoice in iniquity but rejoices in truth.  Love and the person under it's control finds no joy in sin or hurt.  It sees no happiness or light-heartedness in the sin of others or in my own sin.  Instead of finding pleasure in sin, it finds it in truth.  The wording Paul uses literally says, "Rejoices with the truth."   As though truth was a beloved companion whose company we long to share.  A faithful friend who will never let us down or bring us to shame.  Real love cannot keep company with sin.  Sin is selfish and mean spirited.  It demands more and more of those keeping company with it.  Ultimately it brings me to sorrow, regret and ruin.  But truth does not lead me to such destinations.  I rejoice in it because wherever it leads me, will be a place of joy, strength and righteousness.
Love's Quality

Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails


Paul now increases the power in his description of love.  Never would it be enough to just say what love would not do, he now begins to show what love will always do.  Love now begins to show real strength, real quality.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
First, Paul says love bears all things.  We gain insight by looking at the Greek word Paul used, for it means to cover with silence.  Love bears all things means that it has the power to carry the ills and suffering of others and not complain of the burden it bears.


The same truth is taught in Proverbs 10:12   Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.  


Looking at that verse, What power are we under when we gossip or backbite?  Those times when we do not cover sin?

Is there any exception?  Is it ever all right to "bear tales"?


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Paul goes on the say that love believes all things.  This does not mean love is gullible or naive.  It does mean that love looks for the best in others.  It is a positive belief in its own power to overcome sin and faults in others in the same way Jesus overcame those faults in me.  


If a Christian must err in the area of human relationships it should alway err on the side of love.  We should be guilty of trusting too much, of giving too much or caring too much.  We should never be guilty of trusting, giving or caring too little.


In the book "Les Miserables" by Victor Hugo a convict by the name of Jean Val Jean is allowed to spend the night at a priest house.  During the night he rises and steals the only thing of value in the poor priest's house, some silverware.  The next day the police catch the convict and bring him back to the priest home just as he realizes what has been taken.  The police tell the priest that Jean Val Jean was carrying a bag filled with silverware and told them that a priest had given them to him.  They did not believe him and so brought him back to ask the priest personally.  The priest looks at the miserable convict and then walks over to the fireplace mantle where two silver candlesticks sit.  He walks back to the convict and says, "Here Jean, you forgot the candlesticks  I gave you also."  With that the startled convict was released by the police.  The priest believed in the power of love to overcome the power of sin within Jean Val Jean.  And Val Jean was never the same man.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love hopes all things.  Here again is another facet of the gem of love.  Belief is the short range cut of the gem, it immediately steps forward to show its trust of others.  Hope is the long-range cut, it steps in after belief has seen the faults and flaws in those we love, yet it will not allow itself to give up.  It refuses to accept those failures and sins as final.  It never gives up, it never quits looking forward to the day when love will triumph.


Let me share an illustration.  George Mueller was the last centuries greatest example of the power of prayer.  Empowering the prayer, as Paul would point out, was great love.  Mueller had five friends that he began to pray for their salvation, deeply, passionately consistently he prayed.  After five years one of them came to Christ.  In ten years, two more of them found peace in the same Savior.  He prayed on for twenty-five years, and the fourth man was saved.  For the fifth he prayed until the time of his death.  The final friend went to Mueller's funeral a lost man, but then about two months later the pray driven by love reaped its reward and that final man accepted the Lord Jesus.  In all Mueller had prayed fifty-two years.  That is the love that hopes all things.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Finally in this section Paul says love endures all things.  The word is a Greek military word that meant to continue fighting no matter how violent or hard the battle.  Love's endurance means that we fight and endure because we know we will win.  Our greatest weapon is the love that Jesus has shed abroad in our hearts.  It has conquered millions, it has overcome staggering obstacles and it still continues to win.  It wins because it will not quit, it will not surrender.  It is God's own weapon in our hearts and no force on earth is more powerful.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
It is no wonder then that Paul begins the next verse by saying, Love never fails.  It cannot fail, it is of God.  We may fail to be under its power and control but it will not fail.  When we are inundated and saturated with God's agape love no task will fail, no battle will be lost, no loved one left behind.  God's love coursing through me will meet every challenge and ultimately must win every fight.


Reflect back once more upon the powerful, sweeping description Paul has just given to us.   

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love suffers long 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love is kind

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love envies not

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love vaunts not itself

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love is not puffed up

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love doe not behave itself unseemly

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love seeks not her own

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love is not easily provoked

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love thinks no evil

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love rejoices not in iniquity

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love rejoices in the truth

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love bears all things

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love believes all things

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love hopes all things

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love endures all things

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Love never fails



After looking at the description, do any of us naturally have this type of love?  



Where then can we find this love?  



If as a Christian I don't find this kind of love in my life, what does it mean?  What must I do?  



Will greater determination or sacrifice or prayer or faith or discipline bring me greater love?  



Listen to Oswald Chambers as he talks about love.  "There is nothing of mathematical certainty in Paul's category of love.  We cannot say- 'Now I am going to think no evil, I am going to believe all things.'  We do not set the statements of Jesus in front of us as a standard, but when His Spirit is having His way with us, we live according to His standard without knowing it... The springs of love are in God, not in us.  It is absurd to look for the love of God in our hearts naturally, it is only there when it has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  If we try to prove to God how much we love Him, it is a sure sign that we do not love Him."   pg. 87 My Utmost for His Highest.

What do you think Oswald is saying about agape love?

What do you make of his statement, "If we try to prove to God how much we love Him, it is a sure sing that we do not love Him?"

If you have trouble understanding what Oswald is saying, you will have trouble living in the power of love that Paul has described.  Yet in the Christian life, as Paul says, "The greatest... is love."  What are we to do if we do not let God's love dwell in us and flow through us.  Paul has not given us ten commandments about love, he has simply descibed the different facets of The Love.  The love that was God when he created man, the love that was Jesus when he died for us on calvary and the love that was in Paul when he wrote these beautiful words, “Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”
Lesson 4  Preeminence of Love

 8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Paul stresses the superiority of Love


The last section of the chapter deals with Love's preeminence over all other virtues or qualities.  Paul says it is greater, first because it cannot cease to exist, second because it is complete and finally because it is absolutely supreme.

Love's Permanence.


Paul recalls the sign gifts , tongues, wisdom and knowledge, which had caused such problems in the Corinthian church.  He then says that these gifts were only temporary they would fail, vanish and cease to exist.  Then in verse 10 he says when this will take place.  "When that which is perfect is come then that which is in part shall be done away."  It is easy to understand the "that which is in part" it refers back to the sign gifts.  However, the "that which is perfect" has been the source of much speculation.  Let's try and interpret this verse.

First, look at the language.  

What does the word perfect mean?

Second, look at the context.  

What subject in Chapter 12 brought us to the more excellent way of Love?  
What was Paul speaking of in the verse immediately preceding verse 10?    

What do this gifts do for the church?  
If "that which is in part" is dealing with revelation from God, then what is "that which is perfect" dealing with?  
Finally, look at other scripture.

Read  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  What does it say brings a child of God to completeness?   
Also read Jude verse 2. What does the phrase, "faith once delivered unto the saints" mean?  
Interpretation


Paul is saying that the supernatural partial revelation from God would cease when complete revelation was given.  This took place when all New Testament scripture was completed with the writing of the book of Revelation.  Once scripture was completed there would be no need of new revelation from God through tongues, prophecy or word of knowledge.  

Love's Completeness


In verse 11 Paul makes a statement about growing from a child to a man.  What does the man do when he is grown?  

What should we compare to being a child?  

In verse 12 Paul use the symbol of a glass or mirror.  Corinth was famous for it's mirrors but they were not the quality we have now.  Mirrors then were highly polished bright metal, which gave a poor image of the gazer.  

What is Paul comparing the mirror to?  
If the completed Word of God is what Paul is speaking of, how can we see face to face and know even as I am known?  

Love's Preeminence


In verse 13 Paul sums up the discussion of love by looking now not just at gifts but at the three major Christian virtues, Faith, Hope and Love.  He says that these three abide, these three will last,  yet Love is preeminent over them all.  


Faith is often considered the chief attribute of a Christian but Paul say it is not.  We can define faith as belief and trust.  To a child of God it is belief and trust in our Savior.  Yet Faith cannot exist without love.  Why?  

Hope is also belief but a different facet.  Whereas faith is like a rock, standing on the promises,  hope is like an arrow shot from a bow with the belief that it will find it mark.  Hope brings me to action, it causes me to look forward and to keep going in anticipation of all the blessings of God and especially the return of Jesus Christ.  Yet Paul says Love is greater.  Is Hope possible without Love?  
Why do you think love is greater than all?  
Final Application


After studying the "Love Chapter" all of us should stop and reevaluate our own life in the light of what we have learned.  Apply God's Love to the following situations. 

Someone has done something which has hurt or offended me what will I do?  
I have been hurt badly by a fellow Christian, now they have come to talk with me and they ask my forgiveness for the offense.  Yet I know they will hurt me again in the future.  What must I do?  
I invite a friend to church and she shows up wearing pants or worse yet shorts.  What actions do I take?  
A family comes to our church to visit they are sitting by their selves on a pew different from the one I usually sit on.  They are of a different race, or culture or maybe class.  Where will I sit or what will I do?  

You are basically a shy person, it is hard to meet new people and act friendly.  Today a new person was hired at your work place.  You would like to invite them to church but are afraid they would say no.  Is shyness greater than love?  Is it an excuse for not reaching out?  

I have heard a story about a fellow church member which I know will cast them in an unfavorable light.  I don't really like this person.   What will I do with my gossip?  


Personally reflect upon the following questions in light of the "Love of God shed abroad in our hearts".

Is Love really preeminent in my life?  How do I show it?

Can bitterness, envy, gossip backbiting or unforgiveness exist in the same life as agape love?

Do all my Christian actions depend on and are guided by Love?

How would my daily life change if I determined to live 1Corinthians 13 without exception for just one complete day.

If  I commit myself to read 1 Corinthians 13 every day for the next week or month, what kind of person would I be at the end of that time?
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