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The Local Church: 

Doctrinally, Ideally and Typically Studied.

By Pastor D. Kris Minefee

This is a course of study about the local New Testament Church.  It is a three part study focusing first,  upon the Doctrinal Church which Jesus founded during his earthly ministry.  Secondly the Ideal Church which Paul describes in his letter to the Ephesians.  Finally, the Typical Church which Jesus foretold through this letter through John to the seven churches of Asia.


The Doctrinal Church section looks at the truth, origin and history of the church.  It also examines the authority, work and ordinances of the true church as established in God's word.


The Ideal Church section looks at the church as it should be, but rarely is.  A church with Christ at her center and love for one another as her mark of distinction.  A church which as Paul says, we are to the praise of his glory and a fit habitation of God.


The Typical Church is all too often how churches actually are.  Churches are lukewarm, self-satisfied, well but spoken of but actually dead, without their first love, but also ready to die for Christ, or standing at an open door of opportunity.  These sometimes are stages within a single churches' life and can be seen in individual churches throughout history.


Having examined  these three views of the church it is our aim to leave this study with a well balanced understanding of the Church that Jesus built and left to show the world Himself.

I. The First Church

A. Ekklesia:  definition and origin.

1. Ecclesiology:  The word Ecclesiology means "the study of the New Testament Church".

2. The aim of this course is to discover through scriptural research and first hand examination the truth of the church Jesus built, and the apply that truth to our churches.

3. Definition of the Greek word, Ekklesia. Translated church in the New Testament.

From Strong's Concordance

1577 ekklesia {ek-klay-see'-ah}from a compound of 1537 ek and a derivative of 2564 kaleo

AV - church 115, assembly 3; total 118 times

1) a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some  public place, an assembly

   1a) an assembly of the people convened at the public place of the council for the purpose of deliberating

   1b) the assembly of the Israelites

   1c) any gathering or throng of men assembled by chance, tumultuously

1537 ek {ek} or ex {ex}

a primary preposition denoting origin (the point whence action or motion proceeds), from, out (of place, time, or cause; literal or figurative; prep

2564 kaleo {kal-eh'-o}

AV - call 125, bid 16, be so named 1, named + 3686 1, misc 3; 146

1) to call

   1a) to call aloud, utter in a loud voice

   1b) to invite

a) Ekklesia or ecclesia is a compound word formed from the words "ek" and "kaleo"  meaning "out of" and "to call" respectively.

b) In the Greek city states of the past, the word ekklesia was a group of people called out by a town crier or trumpeter to assemble for the purpose of carrying our city business.  


c)  There is an example of such an assembly (ekklesia) in Acts 19:32-39.

d)  Jesus did not create a new word, He simply took a word already in common use and made it His own, qualifying it as His ekklesia, His assembly.  (See Matthew 16:18)

e)  The Septuagint, (Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, written in Alexandria, Egypt, it was in common use during Jesus time)  uses the word ekklesia to describe assemblies of the Israelites.  (See Joshua 8:35)

f)  The word "church" used to translate ekklesia, has a different etymology.  It comes from the Scottish word "kirk" and the German word "Kirche".  Both come from the Greek word "Kuriakon" which means that which belongs to the lord.  It originally referred more to the building than to those assembled in it.  

4.  Baptists historically have believed that the church was and still is a local, visible assembly.  This is opposed to a universal, invisible church which many today accept.

a)  An examination of the N.T scriptures referring to the church shows they always refers to a local, visible assembly.  A group of people coming together to carry out the Lord's work in a specific location.  

The word Ekklesia translated Church in the New Testament

Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 18:17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell [it] unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.

Acts 2:47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Acts 5:11  And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

Acts 7:38  This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and [with] our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:

Acts 8:1. And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.

Acts 8:3  As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed [them] to prison.

Acts 9:31  Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

Acts 11:22  Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.

Acts 11:26  And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

Acts 12:1. Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth [his] hands to vex certain of the church.

Acts 12:5. Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.

Acts 13:1. Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

Acts 14:23  And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

Acts 14:27  And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.

Acts 15:3  And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 4  And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and [of] the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.

Acts 15:22. Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; [namely], Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren:

Acts 15:41  And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.

Acts 16:5  And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily.

Acts 18:22  And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he went down to Antioch.

Acts 20:17. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.

Acts 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

Romans 16:1. I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:

Romans 16:4  Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5  Likewise [greet] the church that is in their house. Salute my well beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.

Romans 16:16  Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you.

Romans 16:23  Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother.

Romans 16:27  To God only wise, [be] glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 1:2  Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called [to be] saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

1 Corinthians 4:17. For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church.

1 Corinthians 6:4  If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church.

1 Corinthians 7:17. But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.

1 Corinthians 10:32  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:

1 Corinthians 11:16  But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God.

1 Corinthians 11:18  For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it.

1 Corinthians 11:22  What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise [you] not.

1 Corinthians 12:28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

1 Corinthians 14:4  He that speaketh in an [unknown] tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. 5  I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater [is] he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.

1 Corinthians 14:12  Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual [gifts], seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.

1 Corinthians 14:19  Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that [by my voice] I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an [unknown] tongue.

1 Corinthians 14:23  If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in [those that are] unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?

1 Corinthians 14:28  But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.

1 Corinthians 14:33  For God is not [the author] of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 34. Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but [they are commanded] to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 35  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.

1 Corinthians 15:9  For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

1 Corinthians 16:1. Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.

1 Corinthians 16:19. The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.

2 Corinthians 1:1. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy [our] brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:

2 Corinthians 8:1. Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;

2 Corinthians 8:18  And we have sent with him the brother, whose praise [is] in the gospel throughout all the churches; 19  And not [that] only, but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this grace, which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and [declaration of] your ready mind:

2 Corinthians 8:23  Whether [any do enquire] of Titus, [he is] my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren [be enquired of, they are] the messengers of the churches, [and] the glory of Christ. 24  Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf.

2 Corinthians 11:8  I robbed other churches, taking wages [of them], to do you service.

2 Corinthians 11:28  Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.

2 Corinthians 12:13  For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except [it be] that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong.

Galatians 1:2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:

Galatians 1:13  For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:

Galatians 1:22  And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:

Ephesians 1:22  And hath put all [things] under his feet, and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to the church,

Ephesians 3:10  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly [places] might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

Ephesians 3:21  Unto him [be] glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

Ephesians 5:23  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their own husbands in every thing. 25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

Ephesians 5:27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Ephesians 5:29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

Ephesians 5:32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

Philippians 3:6  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

Philippians 4:15  Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

Colossians 1:18  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all [things] he might have the preeminence.

Colossians 1:24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:

Colossians 4:15  Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house. 16  And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the [epistle] from Laodicea.

1 Thessalonians 1:1. Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians [which is] in God the Father and [in] the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace [be] unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Thessalonians 2:14  For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they [have] of the Jews:

2 Thessalonians 1:1. Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2 Thessalonians 1:4  So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

1 Timothy 3:5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

1 Timothy 3:5  (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

1 Timothy 3:15  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

1 Timothy 5:16  If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.

2 Timothy 4:22  The Lord Jesus Christ [be] with thy spirit. Grace [be] with you. Amen. 

Titus 3:15  All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace [be] with you all. Amen. 

Philemon 1:2  And to [our] beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:

Hebrews 2:12  Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.

Hebrews 12:23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

James 5:14  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

1 Peter 5:13  The [church that is] at Babylon, elected together with [you], saluteth you; and [so doth] Marcus my son.

3 John 1:6  Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

3 John 1:9. I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 10  Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth [them] out of the church.

Revelation 1:4  John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace [be] unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;

Revelation 1:11  Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send [it] unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

Revelation 1:20  The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

Revelation 2:1. Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

Revelation 2:7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 8. And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;

Revelation 2:11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 12. And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

Revelation 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth [it]. 18. And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet [are] like fine brass;

Revelation 2:23  And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

Revelation 2:29  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Revelation 3:1. And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

Revelation 3:6  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 7. And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;

Revelation 3:13  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 14. And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

Revelation 3:22  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Revelation 22:16  I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, [and] the bright and morning star.

5. The only time the word ekklesia is used in a verse which does not directly refer to a local, visible assembly it is used in an institutional sense.  (Matt 16:18)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
To refer to the institution of the church means that once Jesus established the church it would continue to exist and grow.  It refers to all true churches in existence at any one time.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Though the church exists as an institution this does not mean it is something other than a local, assembly.  Any time an example of the institution must be seen, that example is a local, visible body.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Illustration:  Jesus uses the word church in the same way a entrepreneur might say about his new store, "I will build my business and the competition will not beat it out."   Yet if you asked him to show you his business he would then take you to a local store, or several local stores.  This "business" would grow into more and more stores each on in several locations, but all of them visible and local.

6. The Universal, Invisible Church Error

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The universal, invisible church is defined as all believers on the earth at any given time.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The error of the universal, invisible church was begun not by a study of scripture but by opposition to another error, the universal, visible church which was and is the Roman Catholic church.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The Protestants not wanting to be associated with the Roman Church, chose to change their understanding of a universal church from visible, (with it's head the pope at Rome) to invisible (with it's head in heaven).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 This ignored the authority of the local church, which most Protestant denomination still do.  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 Such a belief leads to weak local churches and strong denominational heirarchies.  It denies that Jesus can and is the head of each local assembly and replaces Him with a bishop, cardinal or council.

Quiz and Review
Memory Verse

Mark 3:13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth [unto him] whom he would: and they came unto him.

Questions

1.  The word Ecclesiology means "the study of the New Testament Church".

2.  Ekklesia or ecclesia is a compound word formed from the words "ek" and "kaleo"  meaning "out of" and "to call" respectively.

3.  In the Greek city states of the past, the word ekklesia was a group of people called out by a town crier or trumpeter to assemble for the purpose of carrying business.  


4.  The Septuagint, is a Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, written in Alexandria, Egypt, it was in common use during Jesus time.

5.  The word "church" used to translate ekklesia, comes from the Scottish word "kirk" and the German word "Kirche".  Both come from the Greek word "Kuriakon" which means that which belongs to the lord.  

6.  Baptists historically have believed that the church is a local, visible assembly.  

7.  The only time the word ekklesia is used in a verse which does not directly refer to a local, visible assembly it is used in an institutional sense.  (Matt 16:18)

8.   Any time an example of the institution of the church  must be seen, that example is a local, visible body.


9.  The universal, invisible church is defined as all believers on the earth at any given time.

10.  The theory of the universal, invisible church developed in opposition to the universal, visible or Roman Catholic church.

 The Founding of the Church.

7. The first use of the work ekklesia in the New Testament is found in Matthew 16:18, however this is not the founding of the church.  The founding of the church took place much earlier in Mark 3:13, Luke 6:13 and Matthew 5:1
8. Though the word is not used the action Jesus is taking fits the definition of an ekklesia.

Mark 3:13  And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth [unto him] whom he would: and they came unto him.  14  And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,

Jesus called and they came, these first twelve were a called out assembly.

9.  Not only can we see this forming of the church in Mark 3:13 and Luke 6:13, but we also have the Lord's word that he would build his church during his ministry in Matthew 16:18

Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Jesus personally would build His church during his earthly ministry according to this verse.  To wait until after His ascension would be to leave the founding of the church to another.

10. We see further that this church though perhaps an infant was nevertheless a complete church.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The first church had preachers.

Mark 3:14  And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The first church had a commission.

Mark 3:15  And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:

Luke 10:1  After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The first church had offices.

Joh 13:29 For some [of them] thought, because Judas had the  bag, that Jesus had said unto   him, Buy [those things] that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The first church had the ordinances.

John 4:1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,  2  (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)

Matthew 26:26  And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed [it], and brake [it], and gave [it] to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.  27  And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave [it] to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The first church had the Holy Spirit.

John 20:21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace [be] unto you: as [my] Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  22  And when he had said this, he breathed on [them], and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
 The first church had missions.

John 4:39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did.  

Matthew 8:13  And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, [so] be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.

Mark 7:26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

Quiz and Review

Vocabulary


Ecclesiology:  the study of the church.


Ekklesia:  A local called out assembly, translated church in the New Testament.

Questions

1.  Ekklesia or ecclesia is a compound word formed from the words "ek" and "kaleo"  meaning "out of" and "to call" respectively.

2.  In the Greek city states of the past, the word ekklesia was a group of people called out by a town crier or trumpeter to assemble for the purpose of carrying business.  


3.  Baptists historically have believed that the church is a local, visible assembly.  

4.  The only time the word ekklesia is used in a verse which does not directly refer to a local, visible assembly it is used in an institutional sense.  (Matt 16:18)

5.   Any time an example of the institution of the church  must be seen, that example is a local, visible body.


6.  The universal, invisible church is defined as all believers on the earth at any given time.


7.  Give the scriptural reference where we find Jesus founding his church. (Mark 3:13)

8.  How is Matthew 16:18 important to the dating of when Jesus founded His church?

9.  The church though young still functioned as a church.  Give three ministries or offices which the first church shared with the present church.

 Perpetuity

11. Definition:  Perpetuity for the church means continual existence from the time of the church was founded until Christ comes again.

12. Promised in Scripture: 

Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Matthew 28:20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.

13. Exegesis

14.  Matthew 16:18 ...the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The gates of hell describe the power of evil, the strength of Satan's forces, especially the power of death.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Shall not prevail against it literally means shall not have power over.  Jesus promises that His church shall not be overcome by the powers of death and Satan.  This was true because Jesus Himself , the head of the church, would overcome Satan and rise from the dead.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
How can you apply this statement offensively?

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Matthew 28:20 I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world.  Jesus was speaking to those assembled together to see Him ascend into heaven.  This assembly was given this promise, a part of the Great Commission.  I am with you alway, is His promise that he would be with the church. [even] unto the end of the world is the qualifying of the promise.  The word world is aion {ahee-ohn'} which means period of time or age.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Jesus promised to be with His church until the end of this the church age.

15. Described:  Perpetuity for the institution of the church means that there always will be local, visible assemblies called out for the Lord's work on the earth until He comes again.

a) Other words.

b)  Succession:  Churches of like faith and order have replaced, succeeded other like faith and order churches.

c) Continuity:  There is a continuous line of churches stretching from the present day back to the first church.

How would we trace such a line or succession?

16. Means of Perpetuity

a)  The church would perpetuate itself.  Jesus would not continue to found other churches.

b)  The church perpetuates itself through the means of the Great Commission.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 

(1) Exegesis

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Go:  Seek out disciples

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Teach:  Make disciples (matheteuo: to make a disciple)




SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Baptize:  Make church members

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Teach:  Teach church members (didasko:  to teach)



Quiz

Memory Verse:

Mark 3:13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him.

Acts 1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Questions:



1.  Perpetuity means continual existence from the time the church was founded until Christ comes again.



2.  Give two verses of scripture where perpetuity was promised to the church.



3.  Succession:  Churches have replaced, succeeded other like faith and order churches.



4. Continuity:  There is a continuous line of churches from the present day back to the first church.



5.  What is the means of church perpetuity?

 Authority and Autonomy

17. Definitions:

Authority:  the power and right given by Jesus to His church carry out the work of the great commission.

Autonomy: no body or institution has power or authority over the Lord's church.  Each local body answers directly to Jesus Christ it's founder and not to a man made outside organization.

18. The Authority was granted to the church in Matthew 16:18-19 

 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

19. Exegesis

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Peter, and rock from verse 18:  The word Peter (Grk, Petros) was Jesus nickname given to Simon, it mean a small moveable stone.   The word rock (Grk, Petra fem.)  means a large outcropping of rock immoveable and steadfast.  Jesus is making a play on words, a pun, based upon His question to the apostles of His identity.    Peter answers the question for the group and Jesus responds with, You are Peter (Petros, a small stone) and upon this rock (Petra, large immoveable bedrock)  I will build my church.  The words contrast showing the one who was rock which the church would be built upon would be Jesus Christ, the one who Peter confessed.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
With this agrees the rest of scripture whenever the symbol of a rock is used it always refers to God or to Jesus Christ. (1Co 10:4, Daniel 2:34, Eph 2:20, 1 Peter 2:6)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Keys: represent authority. Mt 6:19, Lu 11:52,  Re 1:18,  3:7,  9:1,  20:1 "The keys are the symbol of authority, as we speak of honouring one by giving him the keys of the city." Robertson's NT Word Pictures

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Kingdom of Heaven:  the word kingdom mean reign or rule.  The kingdom of Heaven is used synonymously with the Kingdom of God in the Gospels.  Basically the Kingdom is all of God's reign and rule over mankind.  At the time of Christ this was a tentative physical kingdom, dependent upon the acceptance of Jesus as Messiah.  (Luke 17:20-21)  At this present time (the church age) the Kingdom is being populated with citizens of that future Kingdom (Col 1:13, 4:11) and in the future the Kingdom in all its fullness will be instituted here on earth for a thousand years. (Rev 20:4)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The church is not the same as the kingdom.  The church is a means of extending the Kingdom of Heaven.  The church will become absorbed into the greater scope of the Kingdom at the end of the Church Age.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Bind, and Loose:  "To "bind" in rabbinical language is to forbid, to "loose"  is to permit." RNTWP.  Things that would be lawful or unlawful.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Interpretation:  Jesus was giving to the church through Peter as it's spokesman and later pastor, the authority to do heaven's work on earth.  This authority was fully in keeping with God's will and was executive not legislative.  If this is true then no other organization is authorized to carry out the Lord's work.  (1Ti 3:15)

Discussion point:  What is the advantages of para-church organizations?  What is the danger?

20. The church's authority is to carry out the Lord's work as His body on earth.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The authority to preach the gospel.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The authority to baptize.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The authority to preach.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The authority to discipline.

21. This authority is contained within the local church itself and not within a para-church or extra-church organization.

a) Any organization which usurps authority over the local church is not authorized by Jesus.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Synods

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
College of Cardinals.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Bishops

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Presbyters

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Episcopals.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Conventions and Associations.

b) Any organization which ignores or acts independently of the local church is not authorized by Jesus.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Evangelistic or Mission Organizations.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Mission boards.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Christian Colleges.

Discussion point: Does this mean that these organizations do no good?  Or that they will not be rewarded?  See Mark 9:38-41 & Mt 10:42 , Mt 25:40

c) Any person who ignores or usurps the authority of the church is wrong.  (3 John 1:9-11)

d) Indwelling of the Church

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,  that he may abide with you for ever;  17  [Even] the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
John 15:26 _ But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, [even] the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  27  And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
John 16:7 _ Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send himunto you. 8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9  Of sin, because they believe not on me;  10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.  12  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew [it] unto you.

Quiz 

Memory Verse: Acts 1:8

Vocabulary Word: Septuagint

Questions

1. What is the only organization authorized to carry out the Lord's work?

2. Define autonomy: 
3.  Give a short exegesis of  Petros and Petra in Matthew 16:18.  What did this mean?

4. What do keys represent?

5.  What is the purpose of the church of God within the Kingdom of God?

The Holy Spirit and the Church
22. Promised  by Christ  John 14-16, Act 1:8

Another Comforter John 14:16-17

Comforter is from the Greek word paraklêtos : one called along side to help.

1) summoned, called to one's side, esp. called to one's aid

    1a) one who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant, an advocate

    1b) one who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor

     1c) in the widest sense, a helper, succourer, aider, assistant

2) of Christ in his exaltation at God's right hand, pleading with God the Father for the pardon of our sins

3) of the Holy Spirit destined to take the place of Christ with the apostles (after his ascension to the Father), to lead them to a deeper knowledge of the gospel truth, and give them divine strength needed to enable them to undergo trials and persecutions on behalf of the divine kingdom

23. His role 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Inspiration and Infallibility of Scriptures John 14:26, 16:13

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Testify and Glorify Christ John 15:26,16:14

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Reprover of the World  John 16:8-11

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Empowerer of the Church Act 1:8

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Indwelt/Seals Believers  John 14:7, Eph 4:30

24. Given  by Christ John 20:22-23

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The Holy Spirit given by Jesus.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Given now so they would not be comfortless until the Day of Pentecost  in 10 days.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Given only to the 11 not the other 120 or more disciples at large.

25. Baptized in by Christ, Acts 2

a) Prophesied by Joel  (Acts 2 is a foreshadowing)

b) Prophesied by John the Baptist  Matthew 3:11-12, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
One baptism with Holy Spirit (Pentecost)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
One baptism with Fire  (Judgement)

c) Prophesied by Christ Act 1:5

d) Compare to Shekinah Glory of the Tabernacle and the Temple.  (Nu 19:5;  2Chr 7:1)

e) The Baptism in the Holy Spirit was God's authenication that the church was now His house of witness and to empower them for that witness.

f) Misconceptions about Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit does not occur now.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
It is not concurrent with the new birth.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
It is not a second blessing associated with tongues.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The event only happened once.  Similar events took place only two other times, at Cornelius' (Acts 10) and in Samaria (Acts 8:15-17), for the same purpose to authenticate these  peoples as also belonging in the church.  Though similar they were not the same.  Also see Eph 4:5

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The filling of the Holy Spirit was not the same as the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Filling still takes place today. (Ephesians 5:18)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Baptism is outward (The room was filled with the sound of wind), filling is inward. (They were all filled with the Holy Ghost.)

g) The Baptism of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Act 2)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
120 are gathered in the upper room.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
A rushing and mighty wind fills the upper room.  The wind sweeps from heaven through the city and to this location.  The word for spirit (pneuma) is the same word for wind or air.  This rushing wind is the Holy Spirit, which fills the room and the church is baptized, immersed in the Holy Spirit.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Tongues of flame descend and alight upon each church member.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
They began to speak in other tongues and to witness to those in the street who had gathered to the upper room because of the sound of the wind.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Peter who once had denied Christ to a single servant in the darkness, now stands before a crowd of thousands and begins to convict them of the death of the Messiah.  This is the proof of the empowering of the church.

 The Ordinances of the Church

26.  Baptism

a) Definition: baptisma {bap'-tis-mah}

AV - baptism 22; 22

1) immersion, submersion
1c) of Christian baptism; a rite of immersion in water as commanded by Christ, by which one after confessing his sinsand professing his faith in Christ, having been born again by the Holy Spirit unto a new life, identifies publicly with the fellowship of Christ and the church.

b) Four Essentials of Proper Baptism

(1) Proper Candidate 

Candidate for Baptism must be saved.

Scripture Acts 8:35-38, Acts 2:41

Infant baptism is not valid

Began as heresy that baptism was necessary for salvation, therfore babies must be baptised.

(2) Proper Mode or Method

Candidate must be immersed only

Definition:  To immerse or dip

Symbolism: Baptism represents the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Scripture Romans 6:4, Acts 8:38, Matthew 3:6, 3:16

(3) Proper Motive

Candidate must have the proper reason 

Baptism is to show the gospel of Jesus Christ 1 Cor 15:3-4

To show our own death, burial and resurrection in Jesus Christ Rom 6:4

To show our identification with Jesus Christ Rom 6:5

To follow Christ example Matt 3:15

To obey Christ Matt 28:19-20

Improper motives

For Salvation  Acts 16:30-32, Luke 23:39-43, 1 Cor. 1:17

To wash away sin(s) 1 Peter 3:21

(4) Proper Authority

Candidate must be baptized by the proper authority

Great Commision was to the local church  Matt 28:19-20

Paul baptized by the authority of a local church Acts 13:2-3

Phillip commissioned by local church Acts 6:5-6

Quiz 

Memory Verse 



Ephesians 4:11-12

Vocabulary 


Ordinance

1.  Give the four essentials for proper baptism.

2.  What is the Purpose of baptism?

3.  Who has the authority to baptize?

4.  Give the original definition of the word baptizo.

5.   Why are infants invalid candidates for baptism?

Four Essentials of the Lord's Supper

c) Proper Candidate 

Candidate for Baptism must be member of local church.

Scripture 1Cor 5:11, 11:20-22, 33

Must be under authority of local church.

d) Proper Mode or Method

Grape juice and unleavened bread.

Scripture: Luke 22:17-18, Exodus 12:15

e) Proper Motive

A symbolic memorial, no saving merit is imparted.

1Corinthians 11:24-26

f) Proper Authority

The local church in assembly

Scripture 1Corinthians 11:20-33

Quiz

Memory Verse 



Matthew 16:18


1.  Name the four essential for proper observance of the Lord's Supper.


2.  The Lord's supper is a symbolic memorial.  What do we mean by that?


3.  Paul talked about church discipline in 1Corinthians 5:11, why is this support for closed 
communion?


4.  What are the proper elements for the Lord's Supper?


5.   Why can't the Lord's Supper be administered to individuals apart from the church?

Missions in the local church.

27. Commission was given to the local church  Matthew 28:19-20

28. New Testament examples

Phillip at Samaria  Acts 8:5-17

Peter and Cornelius  Acts 10-11

Paul and Barnabus  Acts 13:1-3

Paul and Silas  Acts 15:22, 40
Paul's report back to Antioch Acts 14:26
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29. Scriptural Reason for Local Church Missions

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Local Authority, no outside agency can usurp authority from the local church

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Only the church was commissioned by Jesus to carry out missions.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The missionary is not accountable to the church if sent out by a outside agency.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Funds are siphoned off by the outside agency which could have gone to the missionary.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Churches lack mission zeal because they have no contact with missionaries.

Quiz

Vocabulary:


Kingdom of God / Heaven

1.  After Jesus ascension where was the first missionary effort?

2.  Who was the first apostle to go to the gentiles?

3.  Why is the local church only resonsible for missions?

4.  Give two ways in which missions boards harm missions.

5.  Who sent out Paul and Barnabus and who did they report back to?

Church Polity

30. Polity is defined as the way a body governs itself.

The Lord's church is a pure democracy, all members have an equal voice.

If all believers are indwelt with the Holy Spirit then all have equal ability to make decisions.

31. Scripture Examples

· Acts 1:26  The apostles put forth their lots   The ancients used pebbles in voting, black for condemning, white in acquitting.-Robertson's NT Word Pictures

· Acts 6:3 The congregation at Jerusalem chooses the first deacons.

· Acts 15:22 All the assembly agrees to James proposal.

· John  9 I   John shows disapproval of  one who take preeminence over others in the church.

32. Other forms of Church Polity

· Episcopalian  Rule by bishops outside the church itself.  One bishop has authority of several churches.

· Presbyterian  Rule is by council or groups of men outside the church.

· Pastor Rule  Rule is by one man within the church.

33. Balancing Church Polity with Pastoral leadership

· The pastor must recognize that the church is the true authority.
· The church must realize that God leads through the pastor.  

· Ephesians 4:11-17

Quiz  


Memory Verse



  Acts 20:28


Vocabulary Word



Paraclete

Questions


1.  Define polity.


2.  Describe new testament church polity.


3.  Give and example of democracy in the early church.


4.  List 2 of the 3 other unscriptural forms of church governing.


5.  How can you balance the church as a democracy and the pastor as leader?

Church Membership

34. Entrance in the church is first by baptism or by recommendation from another church of like faith and order.

Acts 2:41  Baptized then added.
Acts 10:47  Sought approval of those with him before baptism of Cornelius.

Romans 16:1-2  Paul recommends Phoebe

35. Expulsion from the church is by church authority, due to unrepentant sin.

1 Corinthians 5:11-13  Paul tells the church to take action against a fornicator.

36. The procedure for church discipline.

Matthew 18:15-20

· Go to the person, one on one.

· Bring witnesses from the church.

· Bring it before the church
· Exclude person from the church.

37. The purpose of discipline is restoration.

Galations 6:1, 1 Timothy 1:20

Name:_______________________________













Quiz 
Memory Verse  Matthew 28:19-20

Questions
38. How does a person become a member of a Baptist Church?

39. Give an example from scripture of a recomendation for church membership.

40. Why is someone expelled from the church?

41. According to Matthew 18:15-20 what is the procedure for church discipline?

What is the overal purpose of church discipline?

II. 2.
The Ideal Church 

A. 2.1.
Outline of Ephesians

EPHESIANS: CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

I    GREETINGS  1:1-2

II   WE IN CHRIST  Ephesians 1:3 -3:21


A ALL IN CHRIST 1:3


B  CHOSEN IN CHRIST 1:4-6


C  PURPOSE IN CHRIST 1:7-12

  
D  REVELATION IN CHRIST  1:15-23

  
E  SALVATION IN CHRIST  2:1-22

  
F  GROWING  IN CHRIST 3:1-21

II   CHRIST IN US  4:1- 6:20 


B  CHRIST IN OUR WALK 4:1-5:21



1
WALK IN UNITY & DIVERSITY 4:1-16



2.
 WALK AS NEW MEN  4:17-24              



3.
 WALK IN PROPER RELATIONSHIPS  4:25-32



4.
 WALK IN LOVE  5:1-7



5.
 WALK IN LIGHT  5:8-14 



6.
 WALK IN WISDOM  5:15-21

    C  CHRIST IN OUR HOME & WORKPLACE  5:22-6:9

          
1  WIVES  5:22-24           4  FATHERS  6:4

          
2  HUSBANDS  5:25-33  5  SLAVES  6:5-8

          
3  CHILDREN  6:1-3        6  MASTERS  6:9

     D  CHRIST IN OUR BATTLES  6:10-20



1  THE SPIRITUAL BATTLE  6:10-12



2  THE ARMOR  6:13-17




a  BELT OF TRUTH                                             




b  BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS




c  SHOES OF GOSPEL




d  SHIELD OF FAITH         




e  HELMET OF SALVATION   




f  SWORD OF THE SPIRIT  

           3  PRAYER  6:18-20

IV  CONCLUSION  6:21-24

 
A  TYCHICUS SENT  VS. 21-22

 
B  BENEDICTION  VS. 23-24

2.2.
The Purpose of the Ideal Church

1. 2.2.1.
If the church is to know it's purpose it must first know it's position.
Eph. 1:3-4 says that we are blessed in heavenly places in Christ Jesus

This is due to our being chosen in Him before the foundation of the world.

2. 2.2.2.

Eph 1:6  State the purpose for our position and blessings

We are to be to the praise of His glory.

This is seen by what God has done in us through Jesus Christ.

The idea is repeated in vs. 12 refering to the Jews who first believed.

B. 2.3.
 
Eph 1: 15- 21 Paul's prayer for the church

1. 2.3.1.
The overall purpose of Paul's prayer is that the church would recieve a fuller reveleation of Jesus Christ.
This is accomplished in 3 ways.


That you may know the hope of his calling


Riches of the glory of His inheretence in the saints


The exceeding greatness of his power toward us.

2. 2.3.2.
Eph 1:22-23   This fuller revelation would take place in the church where Christ is head.

Name:___________________________                                         08/28/05
Quiz 

Vocabulary Word  Paraclete:

Questions

1.
 What is the theme of the book of Ephesians?

2.
 Give the four major points to the outline of Ephesians.

4.
 What is the purpose of our salvation and choosing?

5.
 What is the overall objective of Paul's prayer for the Ephesians Church?  What did he want them to know or have?

6.
 What is God's inheritance?

2.4.
 The walk (lifestyle) of the Church

3. 2.4.1.
 Six marks of the Ideal Church 4:1-5:21

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
WALK IN UNITY & DIVERSITY 4:1-16

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
WALK AS NEW MEN  4:17-24              

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
WALK IN PROPER RELATIONSHIPS  4:25-32

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
WALK IN LOVE  5:1-7

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
WALK IN LIGHT  5:8-14 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
WALK IN WISDOM  5:15-21

4. 2.4.2.
Example of Unity Ephesians 4:1-6

Paul exhorts the Ephesians to act in accordance with the calling they have received.  

This calling should lead  to lowliness, gentleness and long-suffering.

Paul uses the example of  ONE  to try and  convey Unity to the Ephesians.

Discussion: How should we accept one faith  and one baptism?  

What of the Baptism of the Holy  Spirit?  

How is baptism a show of unity?

5. 2.4.3.
Diversity Ephesians 4:7-16

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Paul points out that Christ gave gifts to the church for  the purpose of coming together in the work.   

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The gifts show diversity for the purpose of unity.      

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The gifts he gave to the church in vs.11 were:  apostles, prophets; evangelists,  pastors - teachers;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
There are several purposes which build one upon another in verse 12-13:   the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The result of full unity will be Maturity, Growth, Edification in Love.

Name:______________________                                                            08/28/05
Quiz


Questions

1.  What was the vocation of those in the Ephesian church which they were to walk worthy of?

2.  Give 3 of the examples Paul uses to stress the unity of one.

3.  What was the purpose of the gifts given to the chruch?

4.  Name the gifts (offices) given to the church.

5.  According to Ephesians 3:12-13, give one purpose (result) of the gifts in the church.

6. 2.4.4.
Walking Worksheet.

a) 2.4.4.1.
Walk as New Men

The Characteristics of the old man

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
vanity of their mind

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
understanding darkened 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
alienated from the life of God 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
blindness of heart

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
past feeling 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
given over unto lasciviousness

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
uncleanness with greediness.

The Characteristics of the new man.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
renewed in the spirit of your mind;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
put on the new man

b) 2.4.4.2.
Walk in proper relationships

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Neither give place to the devil.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Let him that stole steal no more: 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
labour, working with  hands, 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
give to him that needeth.  

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
no corrupt communication 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
that which is good to the use of edifying, 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
minister grace unto hearers.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
grieve not the holy Spirit of God

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
be ye kind one to another, 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
tenderhearted, 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
forgiving one another.

c) 2.4.4.3.
Walk in Love

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Heavenly Spiritual Love

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
as Christ hath loved us hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Thanksgiving.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Worldy, Carnal Love

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
fornication

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
uncleanness

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
filthiness

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
foolish talking,

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
jesting

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
no whoremonger, 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
nor unclean person

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
covetous man who is an idolater

d) 2.4.4.4.
Walk in Light

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
all goodness and righteousness and truth

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
but rather reprove

e) 2.4.4.5.
Walk in Wisdom

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Circumspectly as wise,

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Redeeming the time

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
understanding what the will of the Lord [is].

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
not drunk with wine,

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
filled with the Spirit;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Giving thanks always for all things 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Submitting yourselves one to another.

Name:______________________                                                            08/28/05
Quiz

Vocabulary Word

Choose one , 2 point bonus for both

Perpetuity

Messiah


Questions


List the Walks from Ephensians


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6

.

3.
The Seven Churches of Asia: The Typical Church

C. 3.1.
Background


John exiled on the island of Patmos write the book of Revelation as a letter sent to seven churches in Asia.  These churches are located on a major Roman highway and would have been visited in exactly the order John wrote the book.  


The churches were not chosen at random but specifically by the Lord for lessons to all future churches.  Some see in these churches the history of the Church universal through the ages others only typical churches in any location throughout the ages to come.

Map





D. 3.2.
EPHESUS:The Busy Church

1. 3.2.1.
Background


EPHESUS. The most important city in the Roman province of Asia, on the W coast of what is now Asiatic Turkey. It was situated at the mouth of the Caÿster River between the mountain range of Coressus and the sea. A magnificent road 11 m wide and lined with columns ran down through the city to the fine harbour, which served both as a great export centre at the end of the Asiatic caravan-route and also as a natural landing-point from Rome. The city, now uninhabited, has been undergoing excavation for many years, and is probably the most extensive and impressive ruined site of Asia Minor. The sea is now some 10 km away, owing to the silting process which has been at work for centuries. The harbour had to undergo extensive clearing operations at various times from the 2nd century bc; is that, perhaps, why Paul had to stop at Miletus (Acts 20:15-16)? The main part of the city, with its theatre, baths, library, agora and paved streets, lay between the Coressus ridge and the Caÿster, but the temple for which it was famed lay over 2 km to the NE. 


The original Anatolian settlement was augmented before the 10th century bc by Ionian colonists, and a joint city was set up. The goddess of Ephesus took a Greek name, but clearly retained her earlier characteristics, for she was repeatedly represented at later periods as a many-breasted figure. Ephesus was conquered by Croesus shortly after his accession in c. 560 bc, and owed some of its artistic glories to his munificence. After his fall in 546 it came under Persian rule. Croesus shifted the site of the archaic city to focus upon the temple of *Artemis: Lysimachus, one of the successors of Alexander, forcibly replanted it about the harbour early in the 3rd century bc. Ephesus later formed part of the kingdom of Pergamum, which Attalus III bequeathed to Rome in 133 bc. It became the greatest commercial city of the Roman province of Asia. It then occupied a vast area, and its population may have numbered a third of a million. It is estimated that the great theatre built into Mt Pion in the centre of the city had a capacity of about 25,000.


Ephesus also maintained its religious importance under Roman rule. It became a centre of the emperor cult, and eventually possessed three official temples, thus qualifying thrice over for the proud title neo„koros ('temple-warden') of the emperors, as well as being neo„koros of Artemis (Acts 19:35). 


The temple of Artemis itself had been rebuilt after a great fire in 356 bc, and ranked as one of the seven wonders of the world until its destruction by the Goths in ad 263. . It had been the largest building in the Greek world. It contained an image of the goddess which, it was claimed, had fallen from heaven (cf. Acts 19:35). Indeed, it may well have been a meteorite originally. Silver coins from many places show the validity of the claim that the goddess of Ephesus was revered all over the world (Acts 19:27). They bear the inscription Diana Ephesia (cf. Acts 19:34).


There was a large colony of Jews at Ephesus, and they had long enjoyed a privileged position under Roman rule (Jos., Ant. 14. 225ff.; 14. 262ff.). The earliest reference to the coming of Christianity there is in c. ad 52, when Paul made a short visit and left Aquila and Priscilla there (Acts 18:18-21). Paul's third missionary journey had Ephesus as its goal, and he stayed there for over 2 years (Acts 19:8, 10), attracted, no doubt, by its strategic importance as a commercial, political and religious centre. His work was at first based on the synagogue: later he debated in the lecture-hall of Tyrannus, making of Ephesus a base for the evangelization of the whole province of Asia. The spread of Christianity, which refused syncretism, began to incur the hostility of vested religious interests. It affected not only the magic cults which flourished there (Acts 19:13ff.—one kind of magic formula was actually called Ephesia grammata) but also the worship of Artemis (Acts 19:27), causing damage to the trade in cult objects which was one source of the prosperity of Ephesus. There followed the celebrated riot described in Acts 19. Inscriptions show that the grammateus ('town clerk') who gained control of the assembly on this occasion was the leading civic official, directly responsible to the Romans for such breaches of the peace as illicit assembly (Acts 19:40). It has been suggested that his assertion 'there are proconsuls' (19:38), if it is not a generalizing plural, may fix the date with some precision. On Nero's accession in ad 54, M. Junius Silvanus, the proconsul of Asia, was poisoned by his subordinates Helius and Celer, who acted as proconsuls until the arrival of a regular successor.


Christianity evidently spread to *Colossae and the other cities of the Lycus valley at the period of Paul's stay in Ephesus (cf. Col. 1:6-7; 2:1). It was Paul's headquarters for most of the time of the Corinthian controversy and correspondence (1 Cor. 16:8), and the experience which he describes as 'fighting with wild beasts' happened there (1 Cor. 15:32). This seems to be a metaphorical allusion to something already known to the Corinthians, perhaps mob violence. (There was no amphitheatre at Ephesus, though the stadium was later adapted to accommodate beast-fighting.) After Paul's departure Timothy was left at Ephesus (1 Tim. 1:3). The Pastorals give a glimpse of the period of consolidation there. It is thought by many that Rom. 16 was originally addressed by Paul to Ephesus.


 The church in Ephesus is addressed first of the seven (Rev. 2:1-7), as being the most important church in the de facto capital, and as being the landing-place for a messenger from Patmos and standing at the head of a circular road joining the seven cities in order.  The promise of eating of the tree of life is here probably set against the background of the sacred date-palm of Artemis, which figures on Ephesian coins.


According to Irenaeus and Eusebius, Ephesus became the home of John the apostle. A generation after his time Ignatius wrote of the continuing fame and faithfulness of the Ephesian church (Ephesians 8-9).  The city declined, and the progressive silting of its gulf finally severed it wholly from the sea.

Bibliography. W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches, 1904; J. T. Wood, Modern Discoveries on the Site of Ancient Ephesus, 1890; D. G. Hogarth, Excavations at Ephesus: the Archaic Artemisia, 1908; RE, 'Ephesos'; G. E. Bean, Aegean Turkey. An Archaeological Guide, 1966; E. Akurgal, The Ancient Ruins and Civilisations of Turkey 1973. 
e.m.b.g. c.j.h.

2. 3.2.2.
Study of the Typical Church at Ephesus  Revelation 2:1-7

a) 3.2.2.1.
Description of the Lord Jesus

 1 ¶ Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 

Where have we heard this description before?

____________________________________________________________

What is the purpose of this description of Christ by Christ?

To emphasize Himself as vital to the existance of the church.
3. 3.2.3.
Description of the Church

Positive

2  I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:  3  And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.  

List the positve elements of the Ephesian church.

Working

Patient

Cannot bear evil ones

Tried false apostles

Borne, carried

All in Jesus name

Not fainted

Explain the postive element(s).

Hardworking, truth seeking, evil hating church.
Negative

4  Nevertheless I have [somewhat]against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

List the negative element(s) of the Ephesian church.

Left thy first love
Explain the negative element(s).

First chronologically, They loved Jesus before any others.

First in priority, Jesus must always be loved above all others.
4. 3.2.4.
Remedy / Result for the church.

 5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.  6  But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.   

What must this church do?

Remember,and repent.

What will Christ do if they do not respond?

Remove the candlestick, the church will cease to exist.

5. 3.2.5.
Reward for the Church

 7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

What is the invitation of Christ?

________________________________________

What is the reward for this church if they do respond?

________________________________________

________________________________________

Name:______________________                                         08/28/05
Quiz

Memory Verse

Choose one , 3 point bonus for both

Mark 16:15

Matthew 3:1-2

Questions

1.  Where is the description of Christ repeated?

2.  Describe the Ephesian church from a positive view point.

3.  What was wrong with the Ephesian Church?

4.  Explain what the answer in 3 means.

5.  What is the candlestick?

3.3.
SMYRNA

6. 3.3.1.
Background
SMYRNA. A city in the Roman province of Asia, on the Aegean shore of what is now Asiatic Turkey. There was a Gk. colony near by from very early times, but it was captured and destroyed by the Lydians about the end of the 7th century BC and virtually ceased to exist until it was refounded on its present site by Lysimachus in the early 3rd century BC. It grew to be one of the most prosperous cities in Asia Minor. It was the natural port for the ancient trade route through the Hermus valley, and its immediate hinterland was very fertile. Smyrna was a faithful ally of Rome long before the Roman power became supreme in the E Mediterranean. Under the empire it was famous for its beauty and for the magnificence of its public buildings. It is now Izmir, the second largest city in Asiatic Turkey.


The gospel probably reached Smyrna at an early date, presumably from Ephesus (Acts 19:10). The 'angel of the church in Smyrna' is the recipient of the second (Rev. 2:8-11) of the letters to the 'seven churches . . . in Asia'. As in other commercial cities, the church encountered opposition from the Jews (Rev. 2:9; cf. 3:9). The description of the Christ as the one who was dead and lived again (v. 8) may allude to the resurgence of the city to new prosperity after a long period in obscurity. The 'crown' (v. 10) was rich in associations at Smyrna. It may suggest the victor's wreath at the games, or current forms of eulogy which used the image of the beauty and glory of the city and its buildings. Cf. also Jas. 1:12. The call to faithfulness (v. 10) is a call to the church to fulfill in the deepest way the historic reputation of the city. It was exemplified in the courage with which the aged bishop Polycarp refused to recant; he was martyred there c. ad 155. or later. (See W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, 1904, chs. 19-20; C. J. Cadoux, Ancient Smyrna, 1938; C. J. Hemer, Buried History 11, 1975, pp. 56-67.) 
e.m.b.g. c.j.h.


Smyrna was also well known for its export of the spice myrrh, which was used for the dressing of a corpse before death.  K.M

7. 3.3.2.
Study of the typical Church at SMYRNA Revelation 2:8-11

a) 3.3.2.1.
Description of the Lord Jesus

  8¶ And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;  

What is the purpose of this description of Christ by Christ?

Smyrna rose from death once before as a city, now through Christ the church also has that promise. The church was set for terrible persecution but would survive through Christ's power over death.
b) 3.3.2.2.
Description of the Church

Positive

9  I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and [I know] the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but [are] the synagogue of Satan.  

List the positive elements of the Smyrnian Church

Tribulation
Poverty
Rich

Negative

None (only one other church is so listed.)
c) 3.3.2.3.
Remedy / Result for the Church.

10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast [some] of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.  

No Fear

Tribulation 10 days

Be faithful unto death

A crown of life.

d) 3.3.2.4.
Reward for the Church

11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

e) 3.3.2.5.
What is the reward for this church if they do respond?

Shall not be hurt of the second death.  This is a promise of eternal life.

What is overcoming based upon?  Who will overcome?

 1Jo 5:4   For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, [even] our faith.

Name:______________________                                         08/28/05
Quiz

Vocabulary Words

Choose one , 2 point bonus for each extra
Great Commission

Apostles

Disciples

Questions

1.  How is Jesus described in the letter to Smyrna?

2.  How was the church at Smyrna described?

3.  What was the negative description?

4.  Give at least two encouragements Jesus gave to the church at Smryna.

5.  The church was promise a reward if they overcame.  How do we overcome?

E. 3.4.
PERGAMUM

1. 3.4.1.
Background


PERGAMUM. A city of the Roman province of Asia, in the W of what is now Asiatic Turkey. It occupied a commanding position near the seaward end of the broad valley of the Caicus, and was probably the site of a settlement from a very early date. It became important only after 282 BC, when Philetaerus revolted against Lysimachus of Thrace and made it the capital of what became the Attalid kingdom, which in 133 BC was bequeathed by Attalus III to the Romans, who formed the province of *Asia from it. The first temple of the imperial cult was built in Pergamum (c. 29 BC) in honor of Rome and Augustus. The city thus boasted a religious primacy in the province, though *Ephesus became its main commercial center.


Pergamum is listed third of the 'seven churches of Asia' (Rev. 1:11): the order suits its position in geographical sequence. This was the place 'where Satan's throne is' (Rev. 2:13). The phrase has been referred to the complex of pagan cults, of Zeus, Athena, Dionysus and Asclepius, established by the Attalid kings, that of Asclepius Soter (the 'saviour', 'healer') being of special importance. These cults are illustrative of the religious history of Pergamum, but the main allusion is probably to emperor worship. This was where the worship of the divine emperor had been made the touchstone of civic loyalty under Domitian. It marked a crisis for the church in Asia. Antipas (v. 13) is probably cited as a representative (perhaps the first) of those who were brought to judgment and execution here for their faith.


Here Christ possesses the real and ultimate authority, symbolized by the 'sharp two-edged sword' (v. 12), in the place where the Roman proconsul exercised the 'power of the sword' in judgment. The church is blamed for tolerating a party whose teaching would subvert it into idolatry and immorality like that of Balaam. But the 'conqueror' receives a pledge of Christ's inward relationship with him. The meaning of the 'white stone' (v. 17) is uncertain: it is properly a 'pebble' or tessera (tablet; Gk. pse„phos). These had many uses, more than one of which may be apposite here. They represented acquittal, or served as a token or ticket of many kinds. The written name here is of the individual, and marks Christ's individual acceptance of the believer.


A small town (Bergama) still stands on the plain below the acropolis of the ancient city.


Bibliography. W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, 1904, chs. 21-22; C. J. Hemer, Buried History 11, 1975, pp. 69-83; idem, NIDNTT 2, 1976, pp. 676-678. 
m.j.s.r. c.j.h.

2. 3.4.2.
Study of the typical Church at Pergamum Revelation 2:12-17

a) 3.4.2.1.
Description of the Lord Jesus

12 ¶ And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 

What is the purpose of this description of Christ by Christ?

To show power and ability to punish

b) 3.4.2.2.
Description of the Church

Positive

13  I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, [even] where Satan's seat [is]: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas [was] my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

List the Positive elements of the church.

Dwellest where Satan's seat is (Complex of temples especially emperor worship.

Hold fast Jesus' name

Not denied Jesus' faith

Martyrdom of members

Negative

14  But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.  15  So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.  

List the negative elements of the church.

Some hold the doctrine of Balaam (mixture with paganism, worldliness)

Some hold the doctrine of Nicolaitans ( name means rule over laity, i.e.,   usurpation of local church authority)

c) 3.4.2.3.
Remedy / Result for the church.

16  Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.  

Repent or else.
d) 3.4.2.4.
Reward for the Church

17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth [it].

Hidden manna (greater deeper relationship, nourishment from Christ)

A white stone with a new name  (Acquittal, vote, ticket?)

Name:______________________                                                            08/28/05
Quiz

Memory Verses

Acts: 2:2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

John 14:16-17  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  17*  [Even] the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

Questions

1.
What was Jesus description to the church at Pergamum?

2.
What did the description of Pergamum as dwelling where Satan's seat is mean?

3.
What was the doctrine of Balaam?

4.
What was the doctrine of the Nicolaitans? 

5.
What were one of the two rewards for the church if it repented?

3.5.
THYATIRA

3. 3.5.1.
Background

THYATIRA. A city in the Roman province of Asia, in the W of what is now Asiatic Turkey. It occupied an important position in a low-lying 'corridor' connecting the Hermus and Caicus valleys. It was a frontier garrison, first on the W frontier of the territory of Seleucus I of Syria, and later, after changing hands, on the E frontier of the kingdom of Pergamum. With that kingdom, it passed under Roman rule in 133 BC. But it remained an important point in the Roman road-system, for it lay on the road from Pergamum to Laodicea, and thence to the E provinces.  It was also an important centre of manufacture; dyeing, garment-making, pottery and brass-working are among the trades known to have existed there. A large town (Akhisar) still stands on the same site.

The Thyatiran woman Lydia, the 'seller of purple' whom Paul met at Philippi (Acts 16:14), was probably the overseas agent of a Thyatiran manufacturer; she may have been arranging the sale of dyed woolen goods which were known simply by the name of the dye. This 'purple' was obtained from the madder root, and was still produced in the district, under the name 'Turkey red', into the present century.

The Thyatiran church was the fourth (Rev. 1:11) of the 'seven churches of Asia'. Some of the symbols in the letter to the church (Rev. 2:18-29) seem to allude to the circumstances of the city. The description of the Christ (v. 18) is appropriate for a city renowned for its brass-working (chalkolibanos, translated 'fine brass', may be a technical term for some local type of brassware). The terms of the promise (vv. 26-27) may reflect the long military history of the city. 'Jezebel' (the name is probably symbolic) was evidently a woman who was accepted within the fellowship of the church (v. 20). Her teaching probably advocated a measure of compromise with some activity which was implicitly pagan. This is likely to have been membership of the social clubs or 'guilds' into which the trades were organized. These bodies fulfilled many admirable functions, and pursuance of a trade was almost impossible without belonging to the guild; yet their meetings were inextricably bound up with acts of pagan worship and immorality. (See W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, 1904, chs. 23-24; C. J. Hemer, Buried History 2, 1975, pp. 110-118.) 
m.j.s.r. 
c.j.h. 

4. 3.5.2.
Study of the typical Church at  Thyatira Revelation 2:18

a) 3.5.2.1.
Description of the Lord Jesus

  18 ¶ And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet [are] like fine brass;

What is the purpose of this description of Christ by Christ?

The city was known for it's brass (bronze) works.  This may have been Christ setting himself as greater than the city or it's prosperity. As flame is to refining metal Jesus was to refining His church.

b) 3.5.2.2.
Description of the Church

Positive

19  I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last [to be] more than the first.

List the Positive elements.  (Notice there are more positive listed for Ephesus and Thyratira than for Sardis and Philadelphia which had no bad listed.)

Charity

Service

Faithfulness

Patience

Growing, expanding works.
Negative

20  Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

  21  And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

List the negative elements

allow Jezebel to teach and seduce

No repentance

Who or what does Jezebel represent?

Probable a prominent woman in the church who had convinced the church it was alright to compromise with the city trade guilds in pagan practices.

c) 3.5.2.3.
Remedy / Result for the church

  22  Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.

  23  And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

24  But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.

25  But that which ye have [already] hold fast till I come.

God will personally punish the woman responsible and send tribulation on those associated with her.

There had to be repentance.

To the faithful, hold firm until Jesus comes.

d) 3.5.2.4.
Reward for the Church

26  And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

27  And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

28  And I will give him the morning star.

29  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Power (rule) over the nations

Will give him the morning star. (Christ himself is the morning star. Rev 22:16)
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Quiz

Memory Verses

John 1:29

Matthew 3:16-17

Questions

What was Jesus description to the church at Thyratira?

Give three of the positive works at Thyratira.

Who was the Old Testament character named as the problem at Thyratira? 

What was wrong at Thyratira in relationship to the church members and their work?

What were one of the two rewards for the church if it repented?

F. 3.6.
SARDIS

1. 3.6.1.
Background

SARDIS. A city in the Roman province of Asia, in the W of what is now Asiatic Turkey. It was the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia, the greatest of the foreign powers encountered by the Greeks during their early colonization of Asia Minor. Its early prosperity, especially under Croesus, became a byword for wealth; its riches are said to have derived in part from the gold won from the Pactolus, a stream which flowed through the city. The original city was an almost impregnable fortress-citadel, towering above the broad valley of the Hermus, and nearly surrounded by precipitous cliffs of treacherously loose rock. Its position as the centre of Lydian supremacy under Croesus was ended abruptly when the Persian king Cyrus besieged the city and took the citadel (546 BC), apparently by scaling the cliffs and entering by a weakly defended point under cover of darkness. The same tactics again led to the fall of the city in 214 BC, when it was captured by Antiochus the Great. Though it lay on an important trade route down the Hermus valley, it never regained under Roman rule the spectacular prominence it had had in earlier centuries. In ad 26 its claim for the honor of building an imperial temple was rejected in favour of its rival Smyrna. There is now only a small village (Sart) near the site of the ancient city.


The letter to 'the angel of the church in Sardis' (Rev. 3:1-6) suggests that the early Christian community there was imbued with the same spirit as the city, resting on its past reputation and without any present achievement, and failing, as the city had twice failed, to learn from its past and be vigilant. The symbol of 'white garments' was rich in meaning in a city noted for its luxury clothing trade: the faithful few who are vigilant shall be arrayed to share in the triumphal coming of their Lord.


Important current excavations have brought much to light, including a superb late synagogue. Sardis had evidently been for centuries a principal centre of the Jewish Diaspora, and was probably the Sepharad of Ob. 20.


Bibliography. W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, 1904, chs. 25, 26; D. G. Mitten, BA 29, 1966, pp. 38-68; G. M. A. Hanfmann, regular reports in BASOR; C. J. Hemer, NTS 19, 1972-3, pp. 94-97; idem, Buried History 11, 1975, pp. 119-135. 
e.m.b.g. c.j.h.


2. 3.6.2.
Study of the typical Church at Sardis Revelation 3:1-6

a) 3.6.2.1.
Description of the Lord Jesus

1 ¶ And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; 

What is the purpose of this description of Christ by Christ?

If the seven Spirits is a description of the Holy Spirit (Rev 1:4) and the seven stars are the pastors it means that Jesus holds complete power over this church.

Description of the Church

Positive

List the positive elements

None

Negative

1b..I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 2  Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.

List the negative elements

Had a reputation,  a past of being alive but the reality was death.

The good that remained was ready to die.

Now they were dead.

Works imperfect (incomplete) before God.

b) 3.6.2.2.
Remedy / Result for the church

3  Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

Remember how you received and heard

Hold fast.

Sudden Judgment (The city had been conquered twice before while they slept. now the church was in the same situation.)

c) 3.6.2.3.
Reward for the Church

4  Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

6  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

They will walk with Christ in white (symbol of righteousness.)

Clothed in white raiment

I will not blot out his name out of the book of life

Will confess his name before my Father and His angels.
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Vocabulary Words


Cephas


Petros


Petra


Pentecost


Passover

Questions

1.
What was the description of Jesus to the church at Sardis?

2.
Give the positive works at Sardis.

3.
Give two of the negative descriptions of the church at Sardis.

4.
What was the remedy for the church at Sardis?  What did they need to remember?

5.
What did Christ promise he would not do to those who overcame in Sardis?

G. 3.7.
PHILADELPHIA

PHILADELPHIA. A city in the Rom. province of Asia, in the W of what is now Asiatic Turkey. It was perhaps founded by Eumenes, king of Pergamum, in the 2nd century bc, and certainly named after his brother Attalus, whose loyalty had earned him the name Philadelphus. It was situated near the upper end of a broad valley leading down through Sardis to the sea near Smyrna; and it lay at the threshold of a very fertile tract of plateau country, from which much of its commercial prosperity derived. The area was subject to frequent earthquakes. A severe one in ad 17 destroyed the city; and as the shocks continued intermittently the people took to living outside the city (Strabo, Geography 12.8.18 [579]; 13.4.10 [628]). After an imperial bounty had helped it to recover, the city voluntarily assumed the new name of Neocaesarea. Later, under Vespasian, it took another imperial name, Flavia. The city was remarkable for the number of its temples and religious festivals. The site is now occupied by the town of Alas£ehir.

The letter to 'the angel of the church in Philadelphia' (Rev. 3:7-13) probably alludes to some of the circumstances of the city. As Philadelphus was renowned for his loyalty to his brother, so the church, the true Philadelphia, inherits and fulfils his character by its steadfast loyalty to Christ (vv. 8, 10). As the city stands by the 'open door' of a region from which its wealth derives, so the church is given an 'open door' of opportunity to exploit (v. 8; cf. 2 Cor. 2:12). The symbols of the 'crown' and the 'temple' (vv. 11-12) point to a contrast with the games and religious festivals of the city. In contrast with the impermanence of life in a city prone to earthquakes, those who 'overcome' are promised the ultimate stability of being built into the temple of God. As at Smyrna, this church had met rejection from the Jews in the city (v. 9), but the conqueror shall enjoy final acceptance by the Lord whose name he had confessed (v. 8), signified again by the conferring on him of the divine names (v. 12), which recall the new names taken by the city from the divine emperors. Ignatius later visited the city on his way from Antioch to martyrdom in Rome, and sent a letter to the church there.

Bibliography. W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, 1904, chs. 27-28; C. J. Hemer, Buried History 11, 1975, pp. 164-174. 
m.j.s.r. c.j.h.

1. 3.7.1.
Study of the typical Church at Philadelphia Revelation 3:7-13

a) 3.7.1.1.
Description of the Lord Jesus

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: "These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth:

What is the purpose of this description of Christ by Christ?

To show authority and power.  The key always repesents authority.

b) 3.7.1.2.
Description of the Church

I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.    

Positive

An open door

a little strength

hast kept my word

hast not denied my name.
Negative

none

c) 3.7.1.3.
Remedy / Result for the church

Behold, I will make them of the synagague of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.  

Make false Jews worship at Philedelphia's feet, and to know Jesus loved the church.
The church will be kept from the hour of temptation.

Hold fast which thou hast that no man take thy crown.

d) 3.7.1.4.
Reward for the Church

Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name o the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Make a pillar in the temple of my God, 

He shall go no more out:

Jesus will write upon him the name of  God, the name of the city of  God, and His new name.
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Quiz

Memory Verses

Colossians 1:18  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all [things] he might have the preeminence.

John 20:22  And when he had said this, he breathed on [them], and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

Questions

1.
How did Jesus describe himself to the church at Philadelphia?

2.
Give two of the four positive descriptions of the Philadelphia church.

3.
Give the negative description of the Philadelphia church.

4.
What would the Philadelphia church be kept from?

5.
What were the three name which would be given as a reward to the church.

3.8.
LAODICEA

2. 3.8.1.
Background


LAODICEA. A city of SW Phrygia, in the Roman province of Asia, in the W of what is now Asiatic Turkey. It was founded by the Seleucid Antiochus II in the 3rd century BC, and called after his wife Laodice. It lay in the fertile valley of the Lycus (a tributary of the Maeander), close to *Hierapolis and *Colossae, and was distinguished by the epithet 'on Lycus' from several other cities of the name. It was at a very important cross-road: the main road across Asia Minor ran W to the ports of *Miletus and *Ephesus about 160 km away and E by an easy incline on to the central plateau and thence towards Syria; and another road ran N to *Pergamum and S to the coast at *Attalia.


This strategic position made Laodicea an extremely prosperous commercial centre, especially under Roman rule. When destroyed by a disastrous earthquake in ad 60 (Tacitus, Ann. 14. 27) it could afford to dispense with aid from Nero. It was an important centre of banking and exchange (cf. Cicero, ad Fam. 3. 5. 4, etc.). Its distinctive products included garments of glossy black wool (Strabo, Geog. 12. 8. 16 [578]), and it was a medical centre noted for ophthalmology. The site had one disadvantage: being determined by the road-system, it lacked a sufficient and permanent supply of good water. Water was piped to the city from hot springs some distance S, and probably arrived lukewarm. The deposits still encrusting the remains testify to its warmth. The site of Laodicea was eventually abandoned, and the modern town (Denizli) grew up near the springs.


The gospel must have reached Laodicea at an early date, probably while Paul was living at Ephesus (Acts 19:10), and perhaps through Epaphras (Col. 4:12-13). Although Paul mentions the church there (Col. 2:1; 4:13-16), there is no record that he visited it. It is evident that the church maintained close connections with the Christians in Hierapolis and Colossae. The 'letter from Laodicea' (Col. 4:16) is often thought to have been a copy of our Ephesians which had been received in Laodicea.


The last of the Letters to 'the seven churches of Asia' (Rev. 3:14-22) was addressed to Laodicea. Its imagery owes relatively little to the OT, but contains pointed allusions to the character and circumstances of the city. For all its wealth, it could produce neither the healing power of hot water, like its neighbor Hierapolis, nor the refreshing power of cold water to be found at Colossae, but merely lukewarm water, useful only as an emetic. The church was charged with a similar uselessness: it was self-sufficient, rather than half-hearted. Like the city, it thought it had 'need of nothing'. In fact it was spiritually poor, naked and blind, and needed 'gold', 'white garments' and 'eyesalve' more effective than its bankers, clothiers and doctors could supply. Like citizens inhospitable to a traveler who offers them priceless goods, the Laodiceans had closed their doors and left their real Provider outside. Christ turns in loving appeal to the individual (v. 20).

Bibliography. W. M. Ramsay, The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia, 1904; M. J. S. Rudwick and E. M. B. Green, ExpT 69, 1957-8, pp. 176-178; C. J. Hemer, NIDNTT 1, pp. 317-319; idem, Buried History 11, 1975, pp. 175-190. 
m.j.s.r. c.j.h.

3.8.2.
Study of the typical Church at Laodecia Revelation 3:14

3. 3.8.3.
Description of the Lord Jesus

  14 ¶ And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

The Amen,

The faithful and true witness

The beginning of the creation of God

4. 3.8.4.
Description of the Church

  15  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

  16  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

  17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

Positive

None

Negative

Not cold nor hot, but lukewarm

Say you are rich, increased with goods, have need of nothing

Wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked.

Physical prosperity, spiritual poverty.

5. 3.8.5.
Remedy / Result for the church

  18  I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

  19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

Buy of Christ

Gold tried in the fire

White raiment

Anoint eyes with eyesalve

6. 3.8.6.
Reward for the Church

  20  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

  21  To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

  22  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

To dwell with Christ

Sit with Christ in the throne room of heaven
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Questions

1.
How did Jesus describe himself to the church at Laodecia?

2.
Give the positive descriptions of the Laodecian church.

3.
Give the two negative descriptions of the Laodecian church.

4.
Give two things the Laodecian church needed to buy from Christ?

5.
Give the reward to the church at Laodecia if they overcame.
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