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Witnesses

Study of the 

Book of Acts

By Kris Minefee, pastor Bayshore Baptist Church

Background & Survey

Author

Who was the author of the Book of Acts?

How did Luke become a Christian?

What was Luke’s nationality and occupation?

Date

When was the book of Acts written?

Subjects

What is the book of Acts about?

Purpose

What does the first verses of Luke tell us about the reason Luke wrote both Acts and the Gospel?

Key Verse

What is the key verse of Acts?

Outline of Acts

I. Peter and ministry primarily to Jews  (1:1-9:43)

A. Introduction  (1:1-2)

B. The resurrection-ministry of Christ  (1:3-11)

C. The ten days' waiting for the Spirit  (1:12-26)

D. The Day of Pentecost  (2:1-41)

E. The Church baptized & empowered (2:42-47)

F. The first miracle: the lame man healed  (3:1-11)

G. Peter's second sermon. (3:12-26)

H. The first persecution  (4:1-22)

I. The Church filled with the Spirit  (4:23-37)

K. The death of Ananias and Sapphira  and it’s effect (5:1-16)

M. The second persecution  (5:17-42)

N. The first deacons  (6:1-7)

O. The third persecution: Stephen (6:8-7:60)

P. The fourth persecution: Saul chief persecutor  (8:1-3)

Q. The first missionaries  (8:4)

R. The ministry of Philip  (8:5-40)

S. The conversion and preaching of Saul  (9:1-31)

W. The healing of Aeneas  (9:32-35)

X. Tabitha raised from the dead  (9:36-43)

II. Paul and ministry primarily to Gentiles  (10:1-28:31)

A. The gospel given to Gentiles  (10:1-11:18)

B. The church at Antioch: the new name  (11:19-30)

D. The fifth persecution  (12:1-19)

E. Death of Herod  (12:20-25)

F. Paul and Barnabas called by the Holy Spirit  (13:1-2)

G. Paul's first missionary journey  (13:3-14:28)

H. Council at Jerusalem: the question of circumcision  (15:1-35)

I. Paul's second missionary journey  (15:36-19:41)

J. Paul's last visit to Jerusalem  (20:1-23:22)

L. Paul’s arrest, trial and appeal to Caesar (23:23-28:16)

N. Paul in Rome  (28:17-31)
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Power and Promise Acts 1

The Promises of The Resurrected Christ  vs. 1-7

Read the following scriptures and note the times, places and ways in which Christ “showed himself alive by many infallible proofs”

	Reference
	Person or Place
	Proof

	Mr 16:9
	
	

	Mt 28:9
	
	

	Lu 24:15, 27, 30-31
	
	

	Lu 24:36-43
	
	

	1Co 15:5-7
	
	

	Joh 20:19
	
	

	Joh 20:26
	
	


	Joh 21:1
	
	

	Mt 28:17
	
	

	Lu 24:50
	
	

	Ac 9:5 
	
	


Why was it necessary if the original church was to be witnesses for Jesus that they knew for a certainty that He was alive?

How is the degree of the reality of Jesus resurrection related to our witness today? 

1st Principle for Biblical Witnesses

Based on the example of Jesus and the first disciples, how can we see infallible proofs of Jesus living today?

Mary Magdalene- 

Disciples on Emmaus Rd- 

The Eleven – 

Thomas – 

Paul – 

How does Jesus show himself alive today?

What was the promise of the Father that was so important to the apostles and the future of the church?

Is the promise still important to us today?

Vs. 7 What is Jesus trying to teach the disciples when he refuses to answer their question about restoring the kingdom?

2nd Principle for Biblical Witnesses:

The Power of The Holy Spirit vs. 8-9

When would the disciples receive power?

Based on it’s source and definition what kind of power is this?

The word is the Greek dunamiv (doo’-nam-is Our word dynamo and dynamite come from the same word.) It means inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth. 

What would this power do?

Is there a difference between being a witness and trying to witness for the Lord.

What must we do to have power from the Holy Spirit?

3rd Principle for Biblical Witnesses:

The Promise of Christ’ Return vs. 10-14

Who were the “men in white?”

What did their message mean to the disciples who stood watching after Jesus had ascended?

How long before the Lord returns?

If you knew that Jesus was going to return in one week how would it affect your being a witness for him?

4th Principle of Biblical Witnesses:

Power Received Acts 2:1-13

What was the church told to do until the day of Pentecost?

What would have happened if they had not waited or they had not been in unity?

Based on these what two applications can be made about us as witnesses for Christ through the Church today?

Though the Holy Spirit no longer gives us the ability to speak in other tongues, what does he give us that enables us to witness?

Read 2 Timothy 1: 7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

In what way are we to be empowered by the Holy Spirit?

How is love important?

What is a sound mind and how is it a tool for a witness?


5th Principle of Biblical Witnesses:

Peter’s Sermon  Acts 2:14-36

What was the main purpose, the focus of Peter’s sermon?

How did he do this?

Vs. 15-21 25-31  

Vs. 22-24 

Vs. 32 

Vs. 36 

What kind of an invitation or closing did Peter use?

What action did Peter tell those convicted was necessary in order to show their belief?

Did baptism save them?

What was the final result of the Spirit’s work this day?

How were they added?

6th Principle of Biblical Witnesses:

Seizing Opportunities for Good and the Gospel Acts 3

Help for the Helpless

Why did Peter & John help the beggar?

What was he expecting to receive from them?

Why was this done in Jesus name?

How did this good deed turn to an opportunity for the gospel to be given?

Application

If we take Peter and John’s example for and application in our own life, what determines how and why you help someone today?

Should our help be what those on need expect?  Should it always be money?

What are some opportunities that we might see today to help?

In our helping how do we do it in Jesus name?

How can we bring the gospel up?

7th Principle of Biblical Witnessing:

Hope for the Hopeless

Vs. 12 Judging from this verse do you think Pete planned this?

What is the main point of Peter’s impromptu sermon?

What was Peter and John witnesses of?

What were the people required to do?

What element does Peter use to show Jesus to his audience?

Vs. 15 

Vs. 20. 

Vs. 22. 

Vs. 23. 

Vs. 25.  

Application

Since Peter did not plan for this message it is apparent that he simple walked through the door that God provided.  How can we be ready to walk through God’s open doors?

How can the following scriptures be used to present the plan of salvation?

Psalms 22

Isaiah 53:1-6

John 3:1-16

Romans 3:23;5:8;6:23;10:10-13

In presenting the gospel always remember to:

8th Principle of Biblical Witnessing:

Open doors for doing good can lead to open doors for sharing the gospel.

Commitment & Conviction in the face of opposition

Unity of Commitment

Vs 18 –20 What was the basis of Peter's commitment in the face of opposition?

How can we apply the same responsibility in face of opposition today?

What opposition that Christians in our society are faced with?

Unity of Prayer 

Vs. 23, 31 Why did they pray?

Give the sequence of actions by the church in this passage?

Moving backwards through these steps, what may be the cause of the modern church's fear to witness?

Prayer of witnesses

Vs. 24-30 List the elements of the church's prayer.

Overall what does this prayer show about the first church's understanding about God and the salvation of souls?

Unity of Purpose

Vs. 32 Is it necessary to have all things in common today?

What things must we have in common if we are to be effective witnesses?

Results

Vs. 33 Summarize the elements in this chapter that brought about the results of verse 33.

How strong are these elements in my church?

How strong are these elements in me? 

Is there a correlation in a church’s growth and witness and these three elements? 

9th Principle of Biblical Witnesses.

Signs, Wonders & Opposition Acts 5

Signs 1-11

Why do you think Ananias and Sapphira were killed then but much worse sin not punished the same way today?

Can you think of an OT equivalent happening with the Temple?

What was the result of God’s action against Ananias and Sapphira?

How is flagrant and unrepentant sin supposed to be dealt with in the church today?

What is the effect if church discipline is ignored or done incorrectly?

Can proper discipline be a means of people noticing the church?

Wonders 12-16

How did the people of Jerusalem respond to the miracles?

The “sign miracles” ceased with the completion of the New Testament.  Can wonders be seen in the church today?

What then would be a great way to see more people saved?

10th Principle of Biblical Witnessing

Opposition 17-42

Compare the words and stand of the apostles before the Sanhedrin in Chapter 4 and Chapter 5.  

How did the opposition of the Sanhedrin actually help the church?

How did the apostles react to the opposition and the beatings?

Vs. 42. What was the final result of the Sanhedrin’s warning not to teach or preach in Jesus name?

Bruce Morgan once said, “The trouble with Christians today is that nobody wants to kill them anymore.”  What do you think he meant by that?

Why don’t people want to kill us anymore?

When the church at Jerusalem faced opposition it grew, become bolder and stronger.  What conclusion can be draw about the church that doesn’t face opposition?

11th principle of Biblical witnessing: 

Witnesses Review

Overview

Subjects

What is the book of Acts about?

Purpose

What does the first verses of Luke tell us about the reason Luke wrote both Acts and the Gospel?

Key Verse

What is the key verse of Acts?

________But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Principles of Witnessing

Acts 1:2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.

1st Principle for Biblical Witnesses

Acts 1: 6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 

2nd Principle for Biblical Witnesses:

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

3rd Principle for Biblical Witnesses:

Acts 1:10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

4th Principle of Biblical Witnesses:

Acts 2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5th Principle of Biblical Witnesses:

Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.

6th Principle of Biblical Witnesses:

Acts 3:6  Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.

7th Principle of Biblical Witnessing:

Acts 3:12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk?

8th Principle of Biblical Witnessing:

Acts 4:23 ¶ And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. 24  And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:

9th Principle of Biblical Witnesses.

Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people;

10th principle of Biblical witnessing:

Acts 5:28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. 29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.

11th Principle of Biblical Witnesses

Witnessing Warriors Acts 6-10

Stephan Acts 6-7

Who was Stephan?

Why did the office of deacon come about?

What were the qualifications of the first deacons?

What was noticeable about Stephan?

What style of evangelism do you think Stephan had?

What was Stephan accused of?

At the end of his sermon, what did he call them and what did he mean by the names he used? 

What did he accuse them of?

What was the point of Stephan’s sermon?

What was the result of Stephan’s message?

What does it mean to “gnash on him with their teeth?

When Stephan saw their anger, what did he do?

Was the execution legal or a lynching?

What was Stephan’s final act?

What does vs. 59 tell us about Stephan’s view of Jesus?

Was Stephan a successful witness?

Application

Is it important to my ability to witness to still seek the characteristics of the deacons in my life?

How can I be full of the Holy Spirit today?

In what ways is faith and power demonstrated in my life?

Stephan did not see thousands respond to his message as Peter did on the Day of Pentecost, what is the harvest of his message?

When I grow discouraged because I can’t see results in my outreach, what can I learn from Stephan?

12th Principle of Biblical Witnesses:

Phillip Acts 8 Willing To Go

To Samaria  Vs. 1-12

Who were the Samaritans to Phillip?

What did Phillip tell them to get them to believe?

Was this the first time the gospel had been preached to the Samaritans?

Why did the Samaritans believe Phillip?

Who is in our Samaria that we must be willing to go to?

Give some examples of those we have difficulty taking the gospel to because we are in a different class or culture?

How do we reach those outside or those who have been rejected?

Without sign miracles how can the reality of our message be seen?

What qualities or character traits will people use to judge us?

To Simon Vs. 13-25

What was Simon to the people of Samaria before he was saved?

Why was it necessary for the apostles to lay hands before the Holy Spirit was given to the Samaritans?

Was Simon really a believer, really saved?

Who are the "Simon's" we are sent to?

How can these people be reached?

To The Ethiopian Vs. 26-40

Who was this man? 

What was he reading?

What was this man to Phillip?

What can we learn about baptism from the man's statement about much water?

What can we learn about baptism from Phillip's statement, "If  you believe with all your heart?"

Who would be an Ethiopian to me?

How does Phillip's story reflect the commission given by the Lord in Acts 1:8?

13th principle of Biblical Witnessing: 
Saul/ Paul Acts 9

Submission of a Changed Life

Peter Acts 10

Letting God Lead

