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Lesson 1 Background

Fact Sheet:


Author:  Paul

Date: around 55AD

Purpose: Paul the founder of the church, writes to correct the church and answer questions from the church.

Where: Paul wrote from Ephesus 1Cor 16:8

Background:  

The City of Corinth. Corinth was a wealthy commercial center, situated on the narrow isthmus that connected the mainland of Greece and the Peloponnesus. Its history may be divided conveniently into two parts. The city was destroyed by the Roman consul Lucius Mummius Achaicus, in 146 B.C. This ended the first chapter of its history. In 46 B.C., the new city was constructed by Julius Caesar and given the status of a Roman colony. It quickly regained its commercial importance and, in addition, became in many ways the leading city of Greece.

The importance of the city must have influenced the Apostle Paul in his missionary endeavors. Being the hub of commerce from the north to the south and from the east to the west and containing a population of mixed character-Roman, Greek, and Oriental-Corinth was a strategic center. A message heralded and heard in Corinth might find its way to the distant regions of the inhabited earth. It is no wonder, then, that Paul was "constrained by the Word" (Acts 18:5) to testify in Corinth. Added to the pressure within from the Lord and from the Word may well have been a pressure from without-the open door in cosmopolitan Corinth.

And finally, Corinth's moral character made it a fertile field for the glorious good news of the Messiah. The old city had contained the famous Temple of Aphrodite, where one thousand sacred prostitutes were made available to its cultists. The same spirit, if not the same temple, prevailed in the new city. The sexually-slanted proverb, "It is not given to everyone to visit Corinth," lived on (cf. MNT, p. xviii). The Greek word Korinthiazomai, meaning literally, (to act the Corinthian), came to mean "to practice fornication" (cf. LSJ, p. 981). "Every Greek," wrote Moffatt, "knew what a 'Corinthian girl' meant" (MNT, (loc. cit.). Corinth was a city noted for everything depraved, dissolute, and debauched. It was providential that Paul was in Corinth when he was writing the Epistle to the Romans. From no other city could he have received more of an incentive to write of the sin of man, and from no other city could he have seen more apt illustration of it. A gaze from Gaius' house may well have been the occasion of the great catalogue of man's wicked deeds set forth in Rom 1:18-32. From this background, then, came Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians, the epistle of sanctification. 

Origin of the Church. The story of the founding of the church at Corinth is told by Luke in Acts 18:1-17. Paul reached the city on his second missionary journey in A.D. 50, and soon became the first to preach Christ's gospel there. While living and working with Aquila and Priscilla, he began his ministry in the synagogue, a ministry that stretched over eighteen months. 

For the most part, the hearts of Paul's listeners did not burn with interest in the truth; they burned with opposition to the truth. And Paul was forced to leave (Acts 18:6). Moving next door to the house of Titus Justus (possibly the Gaius of 1 Cor 1:14 and Rom 16:23), Paul continued to preach "in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling" (1 Cor 2:3). And who would not fear under the circumstances? The meeting place of the little assembly was next door to the synagogue! The Lord, however, came to Paul in a vision and encouraged him with the promise that He had "much people" in Corinth (cf. Acts 18:9-10). This promise must have been of great comfort to the apostle in later years, when the believers' moral laxity might have given him reason to doubt the genuiness of the work there. After concluding his ministry in Corinth, Paul returned to Jerusalem and Antioch.

(from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press) 

Map:

[image: image2.wmf]C

R

E

T

E

C

Y

P

R

U

S

S

Y

R

I

A

C

I

L

I

C

I

A

C

I

L

I

C

I

A

T

R

A

C

H

E

A

P

A

M

P

H

Y

L

I

A

L

Y

C

I

A

C

A

P

P

A

D

O

C

I

A

G

A

L

A

T

I

A

B

I

T

H

Y

N

I

A

A

N

D

P

O

N

T

U

S

M

Y

S

I

A

A

S

I

A

P

H

R

Y

G

I

A

A

C

H

A

I

A

M

A

C

E

D

O

N

I

A

B

e

r

o

e

a

P

h

i

l

i

p

p

i

T

h

e

s

s

a

l

o

n

i

c

a

N

e

a

p

o

l

i

s

A

m

p

h

i

p

o

l

i

s

A

p

o

l

l

o

n

i

a

T

r

o

a

s

E

p

h

e

s

u

s

A

n

t

i

o

c

h

I

c

o

n

i

u

m

L

y

s

t

r

a

D

e

r

b

e

T

a

r

s

u

s

A

n

t

i

o

c

h

S

a

l

a

m

i

s

P

a

p

h

o

s

P

h

o

e

n

i

x

F

a

i

r

H

a

v

e

n

s

5

0

1

0

0

M

5

0

1

0

0

K

M

C

o

r

i

n

t

h

C

e

n

c

h

r

e

a

e

A

t

h

e

n

s

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1

0

1

1

1

2

1

3


Mission to Greece

1
Paul and Barnabas agree to revisit the Galatian churches. But they disagree about taking John Mark who had left them on the earlier mission (Acts 15:36-38).
2
After an argument, Barnabas takes Mark to Cyprus (Acts 15:39).
3
Paul takes Silas. At Lystra Paul asks Timothy to join them (Acts 16:1-3).
4
They revisit the towns, telling the believers the decisions of the Jerusalem Council about Gentile converts (Acts 16:4-5).
5
Paul tries to go into Bithynia, but is blocked by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6-7).
6
At night, Paul has a vision. A Macedonian urges him to come across to help. They decide to sail for Macedonia (Acts 16:8-10). At this point Luke (author of Acts) joins them.
7
Paul delivers a girl fortune-teller from an evil spirit. The girl's owners protest and a crowd attacks Paul and Silas. Flogged and imprisoned, they are freed by an earthquake. Their jailer believes (Acts 16:11-40).
8
Paul convinces both Jews and Greeks. Some Jews stir up a riot—Paul leaves secretly (Acts 17:1-9).
9
Paul receives a better reception. But a mob is stirred up by people from Thessalonica. Paul leaves, but Silas and Timothy stay behind (Acts 17:10-15).
10
Paul speaks to the court of the Areopagus which met to consider new religions. His mention of the resurrection divides his audience: some laugh, some believe (Acts 17:16-34).
11
Silas and Timothy arrive with news of Thessalonica. Paul writes 1 and 2 Thessalonians, encouraging that church in its difficulties. They spend almost 2 years here, building up the church. Despite Jewish opposition, they are able to stay (Acts 18:1-17).
12
They stop briefly in Ephesus—Paul had been forbidden earlier by the Spirit to preach in Asia. He debates with the Jews who want him to stay longer (Acts 18:18-21).
13
They travel back to Antioch, via Caesarea and Jerusalem (Acts 18:22).
The Book:

Reason:  

The occasion of the writing of 1 Corinthians may be traced to several things. In the first place, there had come to the apostle from two sources reports of divisions in the church (cf. 1 Cor 1:11; 16:17). The more serious of the alien elements may have been Judaists (cf. 1:12; 9:1). In the second place, there arrived in Ephesus from the Corinthian church Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (cf. 16:17). The trio brought a letter from the believers in which were contained a number of questions for Paul to answer. The questions may be seen in the recurring key phrase, "now concerning" ((peri de); see 7:1,25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1,12). In the third place, certain subjects appear to be simply "the spontaneous outcome of the Apostle's anxious thoughts about the Corinthian Church" (ICC, p. xxi). (from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
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I.
Introduction. 1:1-9.

 
A. The salutation. 1:1-3.

 
B. The thanksgiving. 1:4-9.

II. The divisions in the church. 1:10-4:21.

 
A. The fact of the divisions. 1:10-17.

 
B. The causes of the divisions. 1:18-4:5.

 

1. Cause 1: Misconception of the message. 1:18-3:4.

 

2. Cause 2: Misconception of the ministry. 3:5-4:5.

 
C. The application and conclusion. 4:6-21.

III. The disorders in the church. 5:1-6:20.

 
A. The absence of discipline. 5.

 
B. The lawsuits before the heathen. 6:1-11.

 
C. The moral laxity in the church. 6:12-20.

IV. The difficulties in the church. 7:1-15:58.

 
A. The counsel concerning marriage. 7:1-40.


B. The counsel concerning things sacrificed to idols. 8:1-11:1.


C. The counsel concerning the veiling of women in public worship. 11:2-16.


D. The counsel concerning the Lord's Supper. 11:17-34.


E. The counsel concerning spiritual gifts. 12:1-14:40.


F. The counsel concerning the doctrine of the resurrection. 15:1-58.

V.
The conclusion: Practical and personal matters. 16:1-24.

 
A. The collection for the poor. 16:1-4.

 
B. The planned visit of Paul. 16:5-9.

 
C. Commendations, exhortations, salutations, and benediction. 16:10-24.

(from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
Introduction 1 Cor. 1:1-9

Salutation 1-3

Who is the letter from?

Paul, the apostle of Jesus Christ and founder of this church.

What does the introduction tell you about the way Paul would present himself to the church?

He presents the authority he has through his calling by Jesus Christ and God's will.
Thanksgiving 4-9
Grace is used in both vs.1 and vs. 4.  What are the different ways this verse is applied in both verses?

Grace in vs. 1 is the grace we have in our daily lives as Christians, in vs. 4 it is the grace we were saved by.

What two things in vs. 5 does Paul give thanks that the Corinthians are enriched in? Why do you think he chose these two gifts?

Utterance and knowledge. He may have chose them because these were two of the gifts that were causing problems in the church.

Vs. 8 What does this verse teach us about eternal security and the judgment seat of Christ?

Confirmed was a legal term which meant to give a guaranteed security.  Jesus has gives us this until the end, we will be blameless (impeachable, faultless) when he returns. Such wording means we cannot be lost again nor that our sin after salvation will be with us when we stand before Christ.
Vs. 9 Who keeps this promise?

God is faithful.
Divisions in The Church 1 Cor 1:10-4:21
Facts of the Division 1:10-17

Vs. 10 What did Paul want to see happen in the Corinthian church?
There was a need of unity.  A unity they didn’t seem anxious to achieve.

What do you think the word “joined together” pictures?

The word means assembled and made ready.  It was used of repairing fishing nets or outfitting ships before a voyage. The church was to “get itself together.”

How were the members dividing themselves?

By past pastors or the styles of leadership those pastors had. Apollos was from Alexandria famous for its orators, Cephas was from Jerusalem and a Jew.  Paul a Jew from the Diaspora (dispersion) who had much Greek influence. 

What was Paul’s reaction to these divisions?

He asked them if He had died for any of them or if any were baptized in his name. He put the focus back on the true head of the church, Jesus Christ.

Vs. 17 Why was Paul glad he had not baptized many in Corinth?

They would not be identified with him through his baptism of them.

Why was Paul sent by Christ?
To preach the gospel not baptize.

Could he had said this if it was necessary for salvation?

No, it would them be an essential part of the gospel.
Causes of the Division 1:18-4:5
Misconceptions of the Message 1:18-3:4

Salvation of the Gospel was not by the intellect 1:18-31

Vs. 18-22.
 What does Paul say the message of the gospel is not received? 1:18-25

It is not believed simply through the intellect or through the wisdom or means of men. 

Vs. 23 What did Paul preach instead of wisdom or signs?

Christ crucified. 
Vs. 24. If it is not wisdom that makes the message powerful  then what does?

The calling of God to both Jew and Gentile.
Vs. 26
-29 What other reasons were ruled out as the reason for the power and reception of the gospel?
The abilities or talents of the Corinthians were not the basis of God’s gift of salvation to them.
Vs. 30-31
 If it was not due to wisdom or themselves, to what did they owe their salvation? 
They were of God in Christ Jesus.  It was to Him and Him alone they owed everything.

What was Christ Jesus to the saved?

He was wisdom (the true wisdom), righteousness, sanctification and redemption.

Why did God send the gospel this way?

That all glory would go to Him that deserved it. 

Paul’s ministry proves the gospel's power 1 Cor 2:1-3:4

Vss. 1-6 What was the purpose, focus and goal of Paul's preaching?

That they would know only one thing Jesus Christ

How did Paul see himself when presenting the Gospel?

Weak, afraid and very nervous. 

If Paul was not a great speaker how did he present the Gospel so that it would be believable?

In demonstration of the Spirit and power.

The word demonstration means the producing of proofs in argument in court.  What kind of proofs did Paul have of the gospel?

The lives of those in Corinth who had believed was living proof of the power of God.
Vss. 6-16 Did Paul reject wisdom then? 
No, he said he taught wisdom to the perfect (mature.)

What kind of wisdom did Paul teach?

The wisdom of God in mystery.  A wisdom the rulers of this world did not know. 

What is a "mystery?"?

A truth that cannot be know outside of divine revelation.
How is this wisdom received?

It is given by the Holy Sprit to Paul to teach to the church.
Vs. 13 How are the lessons of the Holy Spirit taught and learned?

Comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

How was this done in Paul's time and how will it be done in ours?

Paul compared the new truths of the Spirit with the old truths from the Old Testament scriptures.  We do the same comparing scripture with scripture.

Can the unsaved understand the things of God?

No, they are spiritually discerned. He must have the Holy Spirit within to be able to accept and understand this wisdom.

What then can the lost man understand?

The law.  He can see himself condemned and apart from God.  He can know his need of repentance and conviction through the work of the Holy Spirit on all those who hear the Gospel.

Vss. 2:1-4 What caused the Corinthian church to misunderstand the message of the gospel?

They were carnal (fleshly, worldly) minded.  They were immature and unable to move to the meat (complex) from the milk (basics) of truth.

What did Paul say was the proof of their immaturity and carnality?

The envy, strife, and divisions among the church showed their immature and inability to handle the deeper lessons of wisdom and scripture.
Misconception of the Ministry 1 Cor 3:5-4:5
Vss. 5-17
 What does the Lord intend the pastor to be?

The Pastor is a servant to the church. 

Vs. 6 Who must the Church look to as the source of increase?

God gives the increase.
Identify the three types of workers described in this section.

Vs. 12,14 the Wise  
vs. 15 the Unwise and 
the vs. 17 the Wicked.

What are the marks of a wise builder?

Builds long lasting works upon the foundation of Christ

What are the marks of the unwise builder?

Builds short term, mediocre works upon the foundation.

How are the works revealed?

They are revealed through fire. A "trail by fire" would leave only that which was worthwhile and lasting.

What is the result of the trial?

Reward or loss depending on what came through the fire. 
What are the marks of a wicked builder of the church?

He defiles (to corrupt, to deprave, to destroy) the church (the local body) and is destroyed by God.

What is the judgment of God upon the wicked builder?

He who destroys God's house is destroyed by God himself.  "The church wrecker God will wreck." -A.T. Robertson
Is this section limited to Pastors or is it meant to be applied to all workers in the church?

The emphasis is on pastors, but it applies to all. Paul said, "Ye are the temple of God." Each of us is responsible and will be judged by God on the basis of what we build upon the foundation.

What are some lasting and temporary works that we as builders should be aware of?
Vs. 18 -20 What wisdom is Paul condemning and how does one become a "fool" in order to become wise?

The wisdom of this world has no place in the Lord's church or it's people.  The fool is by the world's standards which the Lord has already condemned.
What are some examples of the "world's wisdom" we find in the church that God's word considers foolish?

Vs. 21-23 Paul condemns men glorying in men, what is he condemning?

The parties and division which were tearing the church apart.

How are all thing yours?

As joint-heirs of Christ we look forward to the future and not backward or even lose focus in the present.  In the future all things will belong to all of us.  It is foolish to lose focus on minor possessions and claims of the present when the future holds everything.
How does Paul elevate the vision of the Corinthians in the last verse of this section?

Points them to their ultimate identification and possession Jesus Christ and God the Father.

4:1-6 How should the leaders of the church be viewed?

As ministers (not same word as 1Cor 3:5 it means under-rowers, the lowest rank of rowers in a trireme) and stewards of the mysteries of God.
What does Paul warn when it comes to judging others service and ministry?

To let the Lord judge at His return as he explained earlier. 

What kind of judging is Paul talking about?

Determining who is the greatest, who should be honored above others or followed to the exclusion of others.

Doe this mean that sin should be condoned?

No the Lord has already judged sin in his word.  This is not judgment of sin but of reward or rank.  It must be left to God because left to men it brings divisions, pride and hurt.
What does Paul mean by "these things I have in a figure transferred"?
He is using himself and Apollos as examples rather than name names within the church that were the real source of the divisions.

What is the final warning about looking to men instead of to God first?
They should not to lift men up more than scripture allowed or else they would be filled with pride against each other. 
Application and Conclusion 1 Cor 4:7-21

Who does Paul use for contrast to the Corinthians? Vs. 7-13

The apostles are compared to the church members.
What is the purpose of the comparison?

To show them humility and reduce their pride.  The men they are proudly following were humble in spirit and despised in the world.

Explain vs. 8.  What does Paul mean by "Now ye reign?"

Paul is using irony and sarcasm to belittle their prides and arrogance in contrast with the apostles loss and humility.
Paul offered a choice to the church what was it? Vs. 14-21

He could come to them in harsh rebuke or in tender love.

What do you think Paul would have to say to the "rich rulers" in today's churches?
Disorders in the Church 1 Cor 5:1-6:20

The absence of discipline. 1 Cor 5

What is problem needs discipline within the Church?

Fornication that comes near incest.

What was the Corinthian attitude toward this relationship?

They were proud of their forgiveness and tolerance.

What did Paul tell them needed to be done?

Deliver this one over to Satan, discipline them from membership in the church.

What does this imply about church membership?

It affords a protection against Satan that can be withdrawn by removing that person from the church.

When Paul tells them not to eat with the fornicator what meal would he have in mind?

The common meal followed by the Lord's Supper which they fellowshipped in each Sunday.

How does this passage lead us to a belief in "closed communion?"

In order to include or exclude someone from the Lord's table we must know if they are in good standing in their church. Only the local church family could know such a thing, therefore only the local church shares the Lord's supper.

According to vs. 12 why must we judge those within the church?

It is our duty to bestow or remove church membership.  In Matthew 16:19
 Christ has put this authority in church we must exercise it. 

What are some reasons why church discipline is almost never practiced anymore?

Who do you think is hurt if discipline is not practiced by the local church?

The lawsuits before the heathen. 1 Cor 6:1-11

How strongly do you think Paul felt about Christians taking lawsuits before the unsaved? 

His words are a challenge and a condemnation. "How dare you…"

Why was it wrong for those outside the church to judge those within the church?

We will one day judge the world and angels. Our judgment is outside the realm of the worlds authority.

What is Paul's remedy to stop the lawsuits within the church?

They should take the wrong, they should allow themselves to be defrauded.

Should churches have members who are designated to settle disputes among their members?

How hard is it to allow yourself to suffer the wrong, to be defrauded? How far should this go?  How much is this practiced today?
The moral laxity in the church. 1 Cor 6:12-20

Define the following words:

unrighteous: wicked, unjust

fornicators: sexual immorality. (Here it literally means one who goes to a male or female prostitute.
idolaters: one who worships images.
adulterers: sexual immorality by married.
effeminate: of uncertain affinity, soft. Man who acts or dresses like a woman. Today a transvestite.
abusers of themselves with mankind: sodomite, homosexual. (lit. those who defile themselves with men.)
thieves: thief, robber
covetous: greedy, eager for gain.
Drunkards: drunks, alcoholics.
Revilers: abusive, bullying hurtful person.
Extortioners: rapacious, ravenous. (a devourer)
What is Paul's point in listing these sins and then affirming the salvation of the Corinthians in vs. 11?
It is to show the contrast between the lost and the saved between the world and the church. 

What does Paul mean by all things are lawful?  Does he mean it is not against the law to sin?
No the word means within my power or ability.  I can choose to do it. He is not talking to Jews and so the word doesn't have the same meaning to a Greek pagan. It is a play on words in Gk. "All things are in my power,  but I will not be brought under the power of any of them"

Paul points out a difference in the uses of the body.  What is the difference between eating food and fornication, since both are bodily functions? In today's vernacular, "It's only natural."
Food and the physical body will both cease to exist in the new creation, but fornication will carry it's consequences even into eternity. The body is not to be given to fornication but to the Lord.

Paul concludes his argument with an appeal to knowledge and ownership of the body. What should the Corinthians know about the ownership of their body?

It belongs to God not to themselves.

Since it is God's then what can they not do?

Join that which is God's with a harlot.

In vs. 18 Paul says that other sins are without the body but fornication is "against" the body.  What does he mean?

Other sins are relatively external but fornication goes right to the heart and spirit.  By it's very nature it destroy much more than just the physical.

What is Paul's final argument?

We are not our own, we have been bought with the price of God's own son. 

Is Paul's argument against fornication limited to only that act or does the same hold true for all sexual sin?

How does Paul's warning to "flee fornication" apply to the sexual sins that are all around us today?  Why should I flee?
Difficulties in the Church 7:1-15:58
The counsel concerning marriage. 7:1-40

Principles of Marriage 7:1-7

Is Paul saying marriage is bad or expressing an ideal? 

He is expressing an ideal of service to God but realizes that such an ideal isn't for practical in this world.

How would you summarize Paul's principle of marriage and sex within that marriage?

Like all of Christianity we should try to care for the needs of the other. In marriage especially we are not our own. Paul says we belong to our spouse.

Why does Paul say all can't remain celebrant as he is?

It must be understood as a gift not a commandment.
Problems of Marriage 7:8-38

What is Paul's advice to the widowers and widows of the church?

Remain unmarried if they can but if it is not given to them to do this then to remarry rather than burn in lust.

What is Paul's command from the Lord for those married?

To remain with their husbands and wives. If forced to depart then to remain unmarried or to be reconciled once and for all.
Is there different advice to those married to unbelievers?

No, they are to remain together. There is a "sanctifying" of unbelieving spouse by the believing spouse.

In what ways are unbelieving spouse and children sanctified by a believer in the home?

Their marriage and relationship is holy, the children of the union are also holy.  The witness of the believer may also help the unbelieving spouse to salvation.

Vs. 17-24 Paul states "let everyman abide in the calling wherein he was called." This principle he has just illustrated in the marriage with an unbeliever.  What other illustrations does he use?
Circumcision, and slavery.

What does this principle "let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God" mean to us today?

That we are to serve God in everything that we do and that unless it is immoral we can do this in the same jobs, relationship and circumstances we were in when we were saved.

VS. 25-35 Paul now gives advice, not a commandment, to the young unmarried, to parents and to widows. What were Paul's reasons for not marring?

The present distress (difficulties of the times) trouble in the flesh, time is short, greater care of the things of God.

Vs. 36-38 Paul now gives advice to parents. What does he say a parent should do concerning their virgin (children)?

A parent should not keep a child from marriage if he doesn't see the child showing the gift of celibacy demonstrated. This would be uncomely. If the gift is there then not arrange a marriage is fine if not then both are holy.  One simply can serve God better without the distractions of marriage.

Vs. 39-40
 Paul's final advice is to Christian widows. What does he tell them?
She is bound to her husband until death, but after death she can marry anyone so long as they are "in the Lord" (a believer)

What does Paul feel would be best for the widow?

They would be happiest to remain unmarried.
The counsel concerning things sacrificed to idols. 8:1-11:1
The Weak Brother Principle

Things offered unto idols were the remainders of animals sacrificed to heathen gods. Whether an animal was offered as a private or a public sacrifice, portions of the meat remained for the offerer. If offered as a private sacrifice, the flesh might be used for a banquet, to which were invited friends of the offerer. If offered as a public sacrifice, the meat left after the magistrates took what they wanted might be sold to the markets for resale to the people of the city. The problems, then, were these: (1) Might a Christian partake of meat offered to a false god in a heathen feast? (2) Might a Christian buy and eat flesh offered to idols? (3) Might a Christian, when invited to the home of a friend, eat flesh which had been offered to idols? - Wycliffe Bible Commentary.

Vs. 1-3 What quality will solve this problem knowledge or love? 
Love edifies, but knowledge can only puff up.

Vs. 4-6 What knowledge about idols does Paul start with?

There is only one God, the idols are nothing just statues. 

Vs. 7-13 What of those who believe there is something in the idol?

When they eat the meat offered to idols the defile themselves.

Do we stand in our liberty and knowledge and eat the meat no matter what the weak brother might feel?

No, by doing so we may hurt and offend the weaker brother. 

If we continue to "rub their faces" in our liberty who are we sinning against?
Jesus Christ since it is his body we are hurting.

In what other areas should I be aware of causing a weaker brother to "stumble?"

Food, dress, holidays, entertainment, sports, etc.

What is the difference between a preferences and an offenses?

How can I know who is the weak brother and who is the strong brother?
Illustration of the principle in Paul's life 9:1-27

What is Paul's sacrificed right in chapter 9?

The right to receive offering and support from the Corinthians.

Why did Paul give up this right?
In order to reach them with the Gospel. 

Vs. 19 What is the principle as Paul states it in vs. 19?

Though I am free, I have made myself a servant.

Vs. 24-27 How does the illustration of an athlete in a race show us the weak brother principle?

Those striving in a physical race are temperate (under control).  They deny themselves certain freedoms (food, recreation, leisure) in order to win the prize. 

What race are we in? What prize are we striving for?

Our competition our striving is to preach the gospel and win souls. The prize is the crown which will be given to us by Jesus Christ.
Illustration of Israel Failure 
10:1-12
Israel, God's nation of witness, was punished by God even though they belonged to Him. What is Paul warning the Corinthians to be aware of?
Even though they have freedom and they know idols are nothing, be very careful they you do not use your freedom as an excuse to sin.  As God punished Israel He will punish us.

Vs. 15-22 Paul now warns about eating meat offered to idols at pagan feasts. What argument does Paul use to show that Christians should not join in pagan feasts and festivals.

Eating together at these feast constitutes fellowship, something they could not have with the pagans. Doing so it to provoke the Lord to anger.

Vs. 23-33 Finally, Paul deals with meat offered to idols that is not eating at a festival but purchased and taken home to eat.  What is the overall principle?
All things are lawful for me but all things are not expedient all things do not edify.

What determines if a Christian can eat this meat?

If it doesn't bother you personally, then eat it. If an unbeliever offers it to you eat it.  However, if he points out that it is sacrificed meat then for his sake don't eat it.  Conscience of the other person must be our guide.

Why must should the Christians obey such a principle?

For the gospel race they run, give none offense, please others not myself that they may be saved.

Can you site some examples of where it would be best to give up your liberty in order to win the lost?

The counsel concerning the veiling of women in public worship. 11:2-16

Paul gives three reasons why women should be veiled in worship.
1_Vs 2-6__Theological: God has placed the husband man over the wife
2_Vs. 7-12_Biblical: In creation woman came from man and the presence of the angels in worship____
3_Vs. 13-16_Natural: nature itself teaches us what is proper
What is the covering or veil a symbol of?

It is a symbol for the proper relationship between husband and wife.  Authority and submission.
What was the custom of the people of Paul’s time regarding women and veils?
Married women in Roman times wore veils this was true of church and of pagans. Only “loose” women,  women convicted of adultery were uncovered.
Did women in the Old Testament wear veils?

On some occasions they did (Judah and Tamar, Isaac and Rebecca) but they often did not (Gen 12:14; 24:16,65; 20:16; 29:10; 1 Sam 1:12). 

Should women be wearing veil in churches today?

Should men’s hair be short for the same reasons?

The counsel concerning the Lord's Supper. 11:17-34

What was Paul angry about?
The people had perverted the agape feast and the Lord’s supper into a common meal marked by selfishness and gluttony.

If the meal was not simply a banquet what was it’s purpose?

It was to serve as a memorial for the Lord’s death and to draw the members of the church closer together.
How would someone partake of the Lord’s supper unworthily? 

By allowing divisions to hinder or to pervert the purpose of the supper.

What does Paul say we should do to make sure we are not going to be judged of God?

Examine ourselves.  This is something we can correct and should.
What should a church member examine in their own life in order to participate in the Lord’s supper?

Does unworthy refer to our personal lives or to the supper and our relationship to others?

The counsel concerning spiritual gifts. 12:1-14:40

Many Gifts but One Spirit 12:1-31

What was the purpose of the gifts according to Paul?

To help the church body as a whole.

List the gifts Paul names in vss. 8-10.

Word of wisdom; word of knowledge, faith,  gifts of healings, workings of miracles; prophecy; discernings of spirits; divers kinds of tongues; interpretation of tongues

Describe the gifts.

Word of wisdom: the communication of spiritual wisdom.

Word of knowledge: communication of practical knowledge.

Faith: not saving faith but great faith able to believed and see God do great things.

Gifts of healing: supernatural healing of disease and infirmities.

Workings of miracles: able to do supernatural wonders.
Prophecy: foretelling the future and forthtelling the judgment of God.

Discerning of spirits: Supernatural ability to judge spiritual forces.

Divers kinds of tongues: ability to speak different languages.

Interpretation of tongues: ability to understand different languages.
Compare the list in 1 Corinthians 12 with Paul’s list in Romans 12:6-8.  How are they different?  How are they the same? Why?
Most of those in 1 Corinthians were temporary supernatural, sign gifts designed to show that the church was God's house of witness and to provide messages from God until the New Testament was finished. Those in Romans 12 are still in effect today.
The Better Way of Love 1 Cor 13:1-13

Nothing Without Love. Compare the gifts from chapter 12 to the things Paul says are useless without love in vs. 1-3.

	12th Chapter gift
	13th Chapter gift w/o Love.

	word of wisdom
	

	word of knowledge
	all knowledge

	faith 
	all faith,

	gifts of healing 
	

	working of miracles
	remove mountains

	prophecy
	Prophecy

	discerning of spirits;
	understand all mysteries,

	tongues
	tongues of men and of angels

	interpretation of tongues:
	


What is Paul trying to show by drawing all these gifts to the furthest extreme?

To make his point absolutely understood,  No act or gift,  no matter how great could, ever be anything without love.  Paul is using exaggeration and hyperbole to make the point as strong as possible.

Is Paul’s point still true without supernatural gifts? Think of a talent of gift which you may use in God's service.
Now plug it into the following blank line in 1 Corinthians 13:3

Though I ________________, and though I _________________, and have not love, it profits me nothing.  


What does this mean then to me?  What must my reaction and my commitment be if I accept the truthfulness of Paul's writing?  
I must commit myself to knowing and practicing "agape" love in all that I do for God.  If I do not then all I do for God will be wasted.

Properties of Love 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

List the description of love under the following categories.

	Character
(Love is)
	Control
(Love allows or doesn’t allow)
	Quality
(Love’s power)

	Suffers Long (patient)
	Envies not
	Bears all things

	Kind
	Vaunts not itself
	Believes all things

	
	Is not puffed up
	Hopes all things

	
	Does not behave unseemly
	Endures all things

	
	Seeks not her own
	Never fails

	
	Is not easily provoked
	

	
	Thinks no evil
	

	
	Rejoices not in iniquity
	

	
	Rejoices in the truth
	


After looking at the description, do any of us naturally have this type of love?  
No.  it is not possible of us to love like this.

Where then can we find this love?  
Only in the person of Jesus Christ in us.

If as a Christian I don't find this kind of love in my life, what does it mean?  What must I do?  
It means I am not close enough to the source of the love, Jesus.  My failure is in not strengthening my knowledge, walk and time with the source of agape love.

Preeminence of Love Vs. 8-13

What does Paul contrast love with in verse 8?

Paul recalls the sign gifts , tongues, wisdom and knowledge, which had caused such problems in the Corinthian church.  
What does he say will happen to these gifts?

He says that these gifts were only temporary they would fail, vanish and cease to exist.  
When will these gifts be done away according to vs. 10?

"When that which is perfect is come then that which is in part shall be done away."
What does the word perfect mean?
From Greek word teleios {tel'-i-os},  1) brought to its end, finished 2) wanting nothing necessary to completeness 

What subject in Chapter 12 brought us to the more excellent way of Love?  
Gifts, particularly of revelation, such as tongues, prophecy, and word of knowledge.  

What was Paul speaking of in the verse immediately preceding verse 10?  
Prophecy, tongues, supernatural knowledge.  

What do this gifts do for the church?  
God used them to communicate with the early church.  

If "that which is in part" is dealing with revelation from God, then what is "that which is perfect" dealing with?  
Revelation from God as well.  

Paul then is saying that the supernatural partial revelation from God would cease when complete revelation was given.  When did this happen?

When New Testament scripture was completed with the  book of Revelation.  Once scripture was completed there would be no need of new revelation through tongues, prophecy or word of knowledge.  

What in the history of the church should we compare to being a child?  
The early churches need of sign gifts.  

What is Paul comparing the mirror to?  
The imperfect revelation of God through sign gifts.  

If dark glass is partial revelation then how can we see face to face now that the Bible is complete?  

In the pages of scripture I see myself and come to know myself as God really sees me.

In verses 13 Paul give the Christian trinity of traits, Faith, Hope and Love. Yet he says love is greater than all.  Why do you think love is greater than all?  
It is the first virtue, without it Jesus would not have died for us.  It is the most powerful virtue, long after faith and hope dwindle love continues to burn.  It will be the last virtue, Faith and hope will no longer be need after we get to heaven, but love will never cease.

Is Love really preeminent in my life?  How do I show it?

Can bitterness, envy, gossip backbiting or bitterness exist in the same life as agape love?

How would my daily life change if I determined to live 1Corinthians 13 without exception for just one complete day.

Tongues Correction and Superiority of Prophecy Ch. 14

Acts was written after 1 Corinthians by Luke a co-worker with Paul at Corinth.  When Luke writes of tongues in Acts 2 is it a known language or ecstatic utterances?

It is clearly a known language (Acts 2:7-8)

If Luke writing after Paul used “tongues” for languages then probably how did Paul use the same word in 1 Corinthians?

In the same way.  If not then Luke would have pointed out the fact that the tongues that occurred on Pentecost was somehow different than what was happening in the churches a few years later.
Vs. 1-5 What did Paul say was more important than speaking in tongues? 

Prophesying 

According to vs. 3 what is prophecy?

Edification, exhortation, and consolation. Prophecy therefore as Paul uses it is teaching others about God.
Why is prophecy superior to tongues?

Prophecy benefits the entire church tongues cannot.

Vs. 6-14. What is the danger of the misuse of tongues?

That is not understood and thereby creates confusion in the church.

Vs. 15-20 What does Paul say is the best thing when it comes to praying or singing?
Do them with the spirit and the understanding, no tongues.
Vs. 18 How many tongues did Paul speak?

He spoke Hebrew, Greek and Latin and in his extensive travels he probably learned and spoke many others.

Vs. 19 What does the ration of 5 to 10,000 tell us?

That Paul did not believe tongues was important in the church. Such a high ration means it was useless.

Vs. 20 In the context of 1 Corinthians, how are we to be children in malice but men in understanding?

Children don’t hold grudges, they fight but it is soon forgiven and forgotten. Men are mature they do not need to be selfish or self-centered. The Corinthians should learn to forgive and forget and move on to the more mature ways of seeing and serving God.
Vs. 21-25 Why did God place the miracle of languages in the church?

It was a fulfillment of prophecy and therefore a sign to those who did not believe that God was working through the church.

How does the gift of prophecy benefit the unbelievers in vs. 24 yet it is for the believers in vs. 22?

In verse 20-22 the unbelievers are those who heard the voice of God in other languages and rejected it, in other words the Jews. In vs. 24 the unbelievers are those who have come into church seeking truth and will not  understand if it is not taught in a known language.

Vs. 26-35 List the very specific rules Paul give for the use of an tongues and prophecy in church.
Must be for edification of others. No more than 3 can speak at one service and only in turn and only if interpreted. No interpreter, no tongues. Two or three prophets (teachers) can speak at a service. If any thing be revealed let others be quiet. They speak in turn that others may learn, and be comforted. Those speaking must be under their own control.

In matter of tongues and teaching the body, women are to keep silence. 
How do we apply the rule against women keeping silent in the churches?
Very specifically.  The rule is absolute and applies to the authoritative teaching in the public worship service. It does not apply in Bible Study groups, prayer groups or informal gathering of Christians but it is unbreakable in the public worship service of the church. Women are not to teach or preach to others in that service. 

How can women participate in the worship service then?

Deborah was a judge and a prophetess (Jud 4:4); Huldah was a prophetess (1Ki 22:14); Joel predicted that in the Christian dispensation "the sons and daughters should prophesy" (Joe 2:28), and Peter declared that this was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost (Ac 2:4). In addition, the daughters of Philip prophesied (Ac 21:9), and in 1Co 11:5, Paul gives directions concerning women prophesying; To all Christian he writes in Eph 5:19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; and in Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
The counsel concerning the doctrine of the resurrection. 15:1-58.

Background: In approaching this chapter it is helpful to have some conception of the Greek view of life. In general the Greeks believed in the immortality of the soul, but they did not accept the resurrection of the body. To them the resurrection of the body was unthinkable in view of the fact that they held the body to be the source of man's weakness and sin. Death, therefore, was very welcome, since by it the soul would be liberated from the body; but resurrection was not welcome, because this would constitute another descent of the soul into the grave of the body

(- The Wycliffe Bible Commentary)

Vs. 1-11 What was the gospel which Paul preached and the Corinthians believed?
The “good news” of Jesus death burial and resurrection. 

Are all the appearances that Paul refers to mentioned in the Gospels?

No the appearance to Peter only and to James, the brother of Jesus are not mentioned. (There are ten appearances given besides the one to Paul. Nine are in the Gospels (Mary Magdalene in John and Mark, the other women in Matthew, the two going to Emmaus in Luke, Simon Peter in Luke and I Corinthians, the ten apostles and others in Luke and John and Mark, the eleven and others in John, the seven by the sea in John, to over five hundred in Galilee in Matthew and Paul and Mark, to the apostles in Jerusalem in Luke and Mark and Acts and I Corinthians) and one in I Corinthians above (to James).-Robertson’s Word Pictures)
What does Paul mean he was one “born out of due time?”

He was called to be an apostle after the ascension of Christ and after the others had been called. The word in the Greek means miscarriage.

Vs. 12- 19 Why was the resurrection of the body paramount to salvation?
Paul shows that without resurrection there can be no salvation. Christ’s resurrection in intimately tied to our resurrection and our salvation. If you deny the resurrection you deny your salvation.

According to vs. 19 is it enough to believe in Jesus just as a great teacher and example for living our present life?

No, our faith is in vain, empty and worthless and we are of all men the most miserable.

Vs. 20-34 How is Christ our firstfruit?
He is the first of those who will be resurrected from the dead.

What is the order of the resurrection?

Christ as the firstfruit and then those that are his at his return.

Does this mean our souls sleep until the bodily resurrection?

No at death we are “present with the Lord” but our bodies must wait until death has been subdued.

What is the baptism of the dead?

A hard passage to explain not the first in 1 Corinthians. Some say it refers to a pagan practice of proxy baptizing. It may refer to those baptized because of others who have died and their witness to them. Others say it refers to the suffering till death of those who died believing in bodily resurrection.
What is Paul’s personal proof of the reality of the resurrection?

His own willingness to “die daily” for the sake of the gospel and belief in the resurrection.

Interpret vs. 33.

A common saying at the time of Paul. He applies it to intercourse with those who do not believe in the resurrection of the body.

Vs. 35-50 Why is Paul so emphatic against those who question the body’s resurrection?

The are trying to take revelation from God which must be received by faith and weigh it by their own intelligence. 

What is Paul saying about the actual substance and form of the resurrection body?

It will be real flesh but it will be different, no longer corruptible, no longer liable to sin or death.
What is a mystery as it is used in the Bible?

A truth or revelation previously unknown.

How can Paul be right in stating “we shall not all sleep” since all those who read the letter originally are now dead (asleep)?

It is written to all those who still read and believe. The church age will not end before the Lord returns and catches up those who believe upon the earth.

How fast is the twinkling of an eye?
This is the light reflecting off the eye therefore it is the  speed of light.

How is the strength of sin the law?

Without the law sin is not perceived nor imputed therefore sin’s strength is in the law.

What is the great motivation for all Christian workers?

Our labor is not in vain.
Practical and Person Matters 16:1-24
Collection for The Poor 16:1-4

When was the church meeting according to vs. 2? Why?

The Church met on the first day of the week.  They met to honor the Lord’s resurrection. 

The New Testament does not teach the tithe since it was the OT law and was done away.  How are Christians to give according to vs. 2?  Would this be smaller or greater than a tithe?

We are to give as God has prospered us. Judging by our standard of living and level of luxury we should be given much more than a tithe.  

Paul’s visit to Corinth 16-5-9

What was Paul’s plan of travel?

He would stay at Ephesus until Pentecost then pass through Macedonia and finally stay in Corinth through the winter.

How does vs.7 give us an example of submitting our plans to God’s will?

Paul lays out his plans and then acknowledges that God is the final authority over his plans and all other things as well.

What is the “door” Paul speaks of in vs. 9?  How are we to understand open doors?

The door was an opportunity for Paul to preach and carry out the commission God had given to him. Though it was an open door it did not mean there would not be difficulties and problems. One does not preclude the other.

Commendations, Exhortations, Salutations, and Benediction. 16:10-24

Timotheus and Apollos vs. 10-12

What was Paul’s concern if he sent Timothy to Corinth?

Timothy may have been fearful or shy, Paul wanted the Corinthians to treat him as they would Paul himself.

What does Paul say about Apollos their former pastor?

Paul wished him to travel with Timothy but he did not want to “at all.”  He may have been upset about the situation in the church and did not want to deal with it.
Commands and Exhortations vs 13-18

What are the commands of Paul for the church?

Watch, Stand fast in the faith, quit like men, be strong, let all things be done with love. (quit you like men is one word andrizomai  an-drid’-zom-ahee 1) to make a man of or make brave 2) to show one’s self a man, be brave)
Who were Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus?
Members of the church at Corinth who had been baptized by Paul.  They had taken the letters to and from Paul while also helping him in the ministry. See Ac 18:2, 24-26; Ro 16:3,4 

Discuss the phrase “addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints.”

It comes from tasso which means to take the authority and responsibility for a duty.
Salutation vs. 19-24

Who are Aquila and Priscilla?

Believers in Ephesus let to the Lord by Paul and used by the Lord to mentor Apollos.

Is the “Holy Kiss” a doctrine which must not be changed or can it be applied in another way?

Kissing was and still is common among men in the Middle East and Mediterranean.  Our custom has been to show affectionate greetings with hugs and handshakes. 

What does vs. 21 tells us about the way letters were written?

It was dictated and then signed by Paul to authenticate it. This was the practice of the day. 

What does Anathema Maranatha  mean?

Paul curses those who do not believe in Jesus. The words mean Anathema (cursed) Maranatha (the Lord comes.)

What lesson should our church take from 1 Corinthians?

What lessons should I take personally from 1 Corinthians?






�1 ¶  Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,


2  Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:


3  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.


4  I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;


5  That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;


6  Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:


7  So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:


8  Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.


9  God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.


�1 Cor 1:10-17


10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.


11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.


12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.


13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?


14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;


15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.


16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.


17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.


�8  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.


19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.


20  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?


21  For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.


22  For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:


23  But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;


24  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.


25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.





�26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:


27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;


28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:


29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.


�30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:


31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.


�1 ¶  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.


2  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.


3  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.


4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:


5  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.


6 ¶  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:


7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:


8  Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.


9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.


10  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.


11  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.


12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.


13  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.


14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.


15  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.


16  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.


1 ¶  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.


2  I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.


3  For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?


4  For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?


�5 ¶  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?


6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.


7  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.


8  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.


9  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.


10  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.


11 ¶  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.


12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;


13  Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.


14  If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.


15  If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.


16 ¶  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?


17  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.


�¶  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?


8  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.


9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.


10  We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.


11  Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;


12  And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:


13  Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.


�14 ¶  I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.


15  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.


16  Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.


17 ¶  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church.


18  Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you.


19  But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power.


20  For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.


21  What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?


�1 ¶  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife.


2  And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.


3  For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,


4  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,


5  To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.


6  Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?


7 ¶  Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:


8  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.


9 ¶  I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators:


10  Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.


11  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.


12  For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?


13  But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.


�19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.


�1 ¶  Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?


2  Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?


3  Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?


4  If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church.


5  I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?


6  But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers.


7  Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?


8  Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.


�9 ¶  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,


10  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.


11  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.


12 ¶  All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.


13  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.


14  And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.


15  Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.


16  What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.


17  But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.


18  Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.


19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?


20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.


�1 ¶  Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman.


2  Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.


3  Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.


4  The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.


5  Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.


6  But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.


7  For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.


�8  I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.


9  But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.


10 ¶  And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:


11  But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.


12  But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.


13  And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.


14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.


15  But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.


16  For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?


17 ¶  But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.


18  Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.


19  Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.


20  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.


21  Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather.


22  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant.


23  Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.


24  Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.


25 ¶  Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful.


26  I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be.


27  Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife.


28  But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.


29  But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none;


30  And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not;


31  And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away.


32  But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord:


33  But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife.


34  There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband.


35  And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.


36 ¶  But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry.


37  Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well.


38  So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better.


�39 ¶  The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.


40  But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God.


�1 ¶  Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.


2  And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.


3  But if any man love God, the same is known of him.


4 ¶  As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.


5  For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)


6  But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.


7 ¶  Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled.


8  But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.


9  But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.


10  For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols;


11  And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?


12  But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.


13  Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.





�1 ¶  Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord?


2  If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.


3 ¶  Mine answer to them that do examine me is this,


4  Have we not power to eat and to drink?


5  Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?


6  Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?


7  Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?


8  Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?


9  For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?


10  Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.


11  If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?


12  If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.


13  Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?


14  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.


15 ¶  But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.


16  For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!


17  For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.


18  What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.


19 ¶  For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.


20  And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;


21  To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.


22  To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.


23  And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.


24 ¶  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.


25  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.


26  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:


27  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.


�1 ¶  Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;


2  And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;


3  And did all eat the same spiritual meat;


4  And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.


5  But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.


6 ¶  Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.


7  Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.


8  Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand.


9  Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.


10  Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.


11  Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.


12  Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.


13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.


14  Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.


15 ¶  I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say.


16  The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?


17  For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.


18  Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?


19  What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing?


20  But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.


21  Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table, and of the table of devils.


22  Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?


23 ¶  All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.


24  Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth.


25  Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake:


26  For the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.


27  If any of them that believe not bid you to a feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake.


28  But if any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof:


29  Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man’s conscience?


30  For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give thanks?


31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.


32  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:


33  Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.


�1 ¶  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.


2  Ye know that when ye were Gentiles ye were led away unto those dumb idols, howsoever ye might led.


3  Wherefore I make known unto you, that no man speaking in the Spirit of God saith, Jesus is anathema; and no man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit.


4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.


5  And there are diversities of ministrations, and the same Lord.


6  And there are diversities of workings, but the same God, who worketh all things in all.


7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit to profit withal.


8  For to one is given through the Spirit the word of wisdom; and to another the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit:


9  to another faith, in the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healings, in the one Spirit;


10  and to another workings of miracles; and to another prophecy; and to another discernings of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; and to another the interpretation of tongues:


11  but all these worketh the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each one severally even as he will.


12 ¶  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of the body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ.


13  For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all made to drink of one Spirit.


14  For the body is not one member, but many.


15  If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; it is not therefore not of the body.


16  And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; it is not therefore not of the body.


17  If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?


18  But now hath God set the members each one of them in the body, even as it pleased him.


19  And if they were all one member, where were the body?


20  But now they are many members, but one body.


21  And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee: or again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.


22  Nay, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be more feeble are necessary:


23  and those parts of the body, which we think to be less honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness;


24  whereas our comely parts have no need: but God tempered the body together, giving more abundant honor to that part which lacked;


25  that there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.


26  And whether one member suffereth, all the members suffer with it; or one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.


27 ¶  Now ye are the body of Christ, and severally members thereof.


28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues.


29  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?


30  have all gifts of healings? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?


31  But desire earnestly the greater gifts. And moreover a most excellent way show I unto you.


�1 ¶  If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal.


2  And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.


3  And if I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing.


4 ¶  Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,


5  doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not account of evil;


6  rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth with the truth;


7  beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.


8 ¶  Love never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall be done away.


9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part;


10  but when that which is perfect is come, that which is in part shall be done away.


11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child: now that I am become a man, I have put away childish things.


12  For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know fully even as also I was fully known.


13  But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love.


�Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,


  5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;


  6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;


  7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.


  8 Charity never faileth:


�8 Charity never faileth: but whether [there be] prophecies, they shall fail; whether [there be] tongues, they shall cease; whether [there be] knowledge, it shall vanish away.


9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.


10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.


11  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.


12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.


13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these [is] charity.





�1 ¶  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.


2  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.


3  And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.


4  And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me.


�5 ¶  Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia.


6  And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter with you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go.


7  For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit.


8  But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.


9  For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.


�10 ¶  Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do.


11  Let no man therefore despise him: but conduct him forth in peace, that he may come unto me: for I look for him with the brethren.


12  As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time.





�13 ¶  Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.


14  Let all your things be done with charity.


15  I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)


16  That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth.


17  I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied.


18  For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such.





�19 ¶  The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.


20  All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss.


21  The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand.


22  If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.


23  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.


24  My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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