Nicodemus Yielding To The Spirit

Text John 3:1-18

Introduction:  
Joke: Salvation Army Sweater

   Let me put it to you with the story of a simple, illiterate man who was converted through the work of the Salvation Army. He went regularly to the Salvation Army citadel. One day he came home rather disconsolate. 

   His wife said, "What's the matter?" 

   He said, "I've just noticed that all the people in the Salvation Army wear red sweaters, and I don't have a red sweater." 

   She said, "I'll knit one." So she knitted him a red sweater. 

   The next Sunday after he went to the citadel, he still wasn't happy. 

   His wife said, "What's wrong this time?" 

   He said, "I just noticed all their red sweaters have yellow writing." 

   They were both illiterate, but she said, "Don't worry about it. I'll embroider some writing on for you." 

   She had no idea what the yellow writing on the red sweater of a Salvation Army man said--Any of you know what it is? They have a yellow circle, and in it, BLOOD AND FIRE. That s their motto. (Unbutton the jacket of a Salvation Army man when he's ringing his little bells sometime; tell him you're just checking.) 

   The man's wife had no idea what the letters said, and she couldn't read anyway. So copying a sign from a store window opposite their home, she embroidered the words of that store sign onto his red sweater. 

   When he came back the next Sunday, she said, "Did they like your sweater?" 

   "They loved my sweater. Some of them said they liked my sweater better than their sweater." 

   What neither of them knew was that the sign on the store window she had copied read, THIS BUSINESS UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT. 

   That's what it means to get saved. That's what it means to get converted. That's what it means for the Holy Ghost to come upon you: this business under new management.

I. You Must Be Born Again John 3:1-3

     

A. Nicodemus comes seeking

1. He comes to where Jesus is staying, probably at John's house in an "upper room" a guest room often built on the roof and accessible from the outside by stairs.

2. He comes by night for he fears his peers the Pharisees.

3. Looking for a great teacher.  He calls Jesus Rabbi, teacher.

4. He is looking for a way to eternal life, looking for deliverance.  He tells Jesus “You are come from God”

5. But He is ignorant.  Jesus tells him, “You can’t see heaven unless you are born again.”

B. Dialogue with the Son of God

1. Can you imagine what it would be like to have a one on one conversation with Jesus?

2. I mean sitting face to face with the Son of God, with the miracle worker who walked on the water, and fed the 5000 or spoke and the storm was stilled.

3. What would you talk about?  If Nicodemus is any indication, you would try to start the conversation, maybe flatter the Lord a little bit, but Jesus wouldn’t stand for it.  He has more important business than idle conversation; he would cut right to the heart of the matter and if you were lost he would tell you, “You must be born again.”

4. I imagine you’d be shocked and surprised. What is He talking about?  Lord, what do you mean “born again?” You came here to find happiness, peace, fulfillment, joy or something spiritual, but what in the world is born again? You need deliverance from pain, hopelessness and emptiness, but he’s taken you completely off track.  Born again?!?

C. Illustration:  the Crowd seeks Jesus after the loaves and fishes. John 6:26

1. People like Nicodemus think they have the Lord all figured out.  They think they know what Jesus is all about but are completely mistaken, just like the people in John 6:26.  They thought they were seeking Jesus for the right reasons but look what Jesus says to them.

2. After Jesus fed the 5000 with the 5 loaves and 2 fish, the crowd tries to take him by force and make him the king of Israel.  Jesus leaves them and goes up into the mountainside.  The next day the crowd finds Jesus and asks him where he was.  

3. He tells them in John 6:26  Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.  27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.  28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?  29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

D. Transition:  What are you seeking today?  

1. The only place you’ll find joy, peace, fulfillment, even escape from this life is in Jesus.  But Jesus says before that will happen you must be born again.  Nicodemus has the same questions we would have, "What do you mean I must be born again?”

II. Yielding To the Spirit  John 3:4-11
     

A. Nicodemus had to understanding the 2nd birth.

1. Nicodemus thinks Jesus is talking about two physical births. “How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

2. Jesus explains there must be two births, one of water (physical) and one of the Spirit (spiritual).

3. Jesus tells him, the new birth is through the power of the Holy Spirit.  The desert night air may have been blowing outside and Jesus uses this as an illustration of the new birth.

4. Like the wind it can be felt and experienced but not fully comprehended.  “The wind blows where it wills and you hear it but can’t tell where it’s going or where it’s been.”

B. This is what Jesus would have me to understand.

1. I must realize there are two parts of man, physical and spiritual, corporeal and incorporeal.  Just as I was born into this physical world, I must also be born into the spiritual world.

2. The new birth is accomplished by power of the Holy Spirit.

3. Scripture: Titus 3:5
 
4. Quote:  JI Packer "While we must always remember that it is our responsibility to proclaim salvation, we must never forget that it is God who saves. It is God who brings men and women under the sound of the gospel, and it is God who brings them to faith in Christ. Our evangelistic work is the instrument that He uses for this purpose, but the power that saves is not in the instrument: it is in the hand of the One who uses the instrument. We must not at any stage forget that. For if we forget that it is God's prerogative to give results when the gospel is preached, we shall start to think that it is our responsibility to secure them". - Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God
C. Illustration:  

1. Only the Holy Spirit can do such a work and he does it as He wills.  I'm amazed at the arrogance and ignorance of some who think they can accept Jesus at anytime they want.  At their convenience.  Jesus said, It’s the Spirit the touches hearts as he wills.  You may not ever have the opportunity again.  Your heart may become so hardened you will never experience that moving of the Spirit of God.  You’re a fool if you walk away from God while he is reaching out to you.

D. Transition:  How can you, then, be born again?

III. You Must Believe John 3:12-18

      

A. Nicodemus had to believe in Jesus to be born again.

1. He had to take Jesus at his word. “I have told you.”

2. He had to believe the scripture.” As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness.”

3. He had to believe in Jesus even as the Hebrews looked upon the serpent to be saved from death.

B. Will I believe?  

1. Jesus himself speaks to us through the Bible, as real as if he were sitting across the room from you.  This is what he says you must believe.

2. I must believe that Jesus was lifted up on the cross and I must believe it was for me.

3. I must believe that I am as dead in my sin as those in Moses time were dead from the bite of the serpent.  Their death sentence took place in moments mine may take years but it is still a sentence of death for not believing God, for rejecting His Son who came and died for me.

4. You see you’re not just listening to me this morning.  You’re listening to Jesus Christ.  The words you read would be the words he would tell you if you were in that room instead of Nicodemus.  

5. Will you reject, Jesus?  Will you walk away knowing he was beaten, tortured and nailed to a cross for you? Will you close you ears and not hear the love and compassion in his voice.  Will you close your eyes and not see the stripes on his back, the scars in his brow and the nail prints in his hands? Will you close your heart and not feel the conviction of the Holy Spirit as he tells you this is the Son of God.

6. Listen to the way John says it in verse 16 

7. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

C. Illustration:  The Tight Rope Walker

1. If you refuse to cast yourself at the feet of Christ, if you aren’t willing to be born again, if you won’t believe in Jesus Christ as your savior, you’ll die and spend eternity in a burning hell.  But you won’t go there because you were a sinner, or because God is cruel, you’ll go there because you didn’t believe, because you rejected the salvation offered to you by God through the life of his only son Jesus Christ.
IV. Conclusion: 

A. The Schoolhouse Gospel
The Reverend A.D. Dixon tells the story of a West Virginia schoolhouse that handled some of the rougher kids from the rural areas of that part of the country.  One of the classes, a group of rowdy young teens, was especially difficult and had chased away a half dozen or so teachers before the first semester had concluded.  A young college graduate decided to interview for the position.  The principal warned him, "You think you can handle these kids?  You're in for a real whipping if you can't."

 "I'll meet the challenge", was the reply.

The next Monday morning the class was already out of hand as the new teacher arrived.  Complete pandemonium prevailed.


"Good Morning, class," said the teacher, as he placed his materials on

the front desk.


Yips and shouts rebounded around the room.


One fellow, Big Tom, said to the others, "I ain't gonna need no help from the rest of you.  I can whip this 'un all by myself."


"Now, we'll come to order.  And I'm in need of your help.  I confess I can't be a good teacher if you don't show me how."

The din lowered abit in anticipation of what might come next.


"To have a good class, we'll need some rules.  What rules do you recommend we have?"

"No fighting!", shouted a voice.

"No cheating!", said another.

"No stealing."

And soon 10 rules appeared on the board...


"Boys, a rule's no good if there isn't a punishment. What should we do to someone who breaks the rules?"


"BEAT HIM 10 times across the back without his coat on!!" yelled one.


"That's mighty harsh, boys."  The others joined in with agreement:  "Make him pay!"


"OK, then.  The punishment stands."

                        ******


In a few days, Big Tom's lunch was stolen.  After a search was made, the culprit was found.  A little lad named Timmy was brought to the front of the room.  The teacher held the rod in his hand.


"Take off your coat, son."


"Aw, teacher, you can do anything you want to me, but please don't make me take my coat off."


"You helped make the rules, Tim.  Take off your coat."

Tim removed his oversized coat, and lo, what did the teacher behold, but the lad had no shirt on.


"Tim, where's your shirt?"


"My daddy died a few years ago in a coal mine. Momma don't have any money so my brothers and I hafta take turn wearing each other's shirts.  Today's not my day for a shirt, so I can only wear a coat."


The teacher lifted his eyes towards the ceiling.

'How can I do this awful task?', he thought. "But if I don't, I'll never have control in the class to be able to teach.'


At that moment, Big Tom stood up. "Teacher, if it's all right with you, I'll take Timmy's licking for him."


"OK, Tom.  Boys, there is a law that one person can take the place of another in punishment.  Do you all agree?"

Nods were seen.

Big Tom stepped up to the front of the room and removed his coat and the teacher began.

After 5 hard licks, the rod broke, and the teacher bowed his head.

'I can't finish this,' he groaned within.

Then, he noticed the entire room filled with sobs.

As he looked up, there was little Timmy reaching up to Big Tom with his arms around Tom's neck.

"I's awful hungry, Tom.  I didn't mean to do it. Thank you for taking my licking for me, Tom.  I'll repay you whatever way I can. And I'll love ya til I die.  Yeah, I'll love ya forever."

We all have Someone who took our licking for us. What are we doing about it?

A.
The new birth is not another option in salvation, it is salvation.  Unless you have experienced it you are not saved, can not be saved.

1.
The Holy Spirit through God’s word brings you to a place in your life where you realize that before God you are a sinner.  That Jesus the Son of God came to earth and lived a life without sin so that he might pay the price for your sin on the cross.  Finally you must through the enabling power of the Spirit accept Jesus as you savior and Lord.

2.
Are you feeling the wind of the Holy Spirit in your heart this morning.  Are you tired of seeking for the fulfillment you just can’t seem to find?  Why not respond to the urging of the Spirit in you heart today.  Why not find the peace and joy that knowing Jesus will bring?

V.
Other Illustrations:

   Napoleon (cited by Vernon C. Grounds, The Reason for Our Hope) said: "I know men; and I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a man. Superficial minds see a resemblance between Christ and the founders of empires, and the gods of other religions. That resemblance does not exist. There is between Christianity and whatever other religions the distance of infinity.... Everything in Christ astonishes me. His spirit overawes me, and His will confounds me. Between him and whoever else in the world, there is no possible term of comparison. He is truly a being by Himself. His ideas and sentiments, the truth which he announces, His manner of convincing, are not explained either by human organization or by the nature of things.... The nearer I approach, the more carefully I examine, everything is above me -- everything remains grand, of a grandeur which overpowers. His religion is a revelation from an intelligence which certainly is not that of man.... One can absolutely find nowhere, but in Him alone, the imitation or the example of His life.... I search in vain in history to find the similar to Jesus Christ, or anything which can approach the gospel. Neither history, nor humanity, nor the ages, nor nature, offer me anything with which I am able to compare it or to explain it. Here everything is extraordinary."

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life."

John 3:16

In the city of Chicago, one cold, dark night, a blizzard was setting in.  A little boy was selling newspapers on the corner, the people were in and out of the cold.  The little boy was so cold that he wasn't trying to sell many papers.  He walked up to a policeman and said, "Mister, you wouldn't happen to know where a poor boy could find a warm place to sleep tonight would you?

You see, I sleep in a box up around the corner there and down the alley and it's awful cold in there, for tonight.  Sure would be nice to have a warm place to stay."  The policeman looked down at the little boy and said, "You go down the street to that big white house and you knock on the door.  When they come out the door you just say John

3:16 and they will let you in."  So he did, he walked up the steps to the door, and knocked on the door and a lady answered.  He looked up and said, "John 3:16."  The lady said "Come on in, Son." She took him in and she sat him down in a split bottom rocker in front of a great big old fireplace and she went off.  He sat there for a while, and thought to himself "John 3:16....I don't understand it, but it sure makes a cold boy warm."

Later she came back and asked him "Are you hungry?"  He said, "Well, just a little.  I haven't eaten in a couple of days and I guess I could stand a little bit of food." The lady took him in the kitchen and sat him down to a table full of wonderful food.  He ate and ate until he couldn't eat any more.  Then he thought to himself "John 3:16...

Boy, I sure don't understand it, but it sure makes a hungry boy full."

She took him upstairs to a bathroom to a huge bathtub filled with warm water and he sat there and soaked for a while.  As he soaked, thought to himself, "John 3:16...  I sure don't understand it, but it sure makes a dirty boy clean.  You know, I've not had a bath, a real bath, in my whole life.  The only bath I ever had was when I stood in front of that big old fire hydrant as they flushed it out."

The lady came in and got him, and took him to a room and tucked him into a big old feather bed and pulled the covers up around his neck and kissed him goodnight and turned out the lights.  As he laid in the darkness and looked out the window at the snow coming down on that cold night he thought to himself, "John 3:16...  I don't understand it, but it sure makes a tired boy rested."

The next morning she came back up and took him down again to that same big table full of food.  After he ate she took him back to that same big old split bottom rocker in front of the fireplace and she took a big old Bible and sat down in front of him and she looked up at and she asked, "Do you understand John 3:16?"

He said, "No, Ma'am, I don't.  The first time I ever heard it was last night when the policeman told me to use it."  She opened the Bible to John 3:16 , and she began to explain to him about Jesus.  Right there in front of that big old fireplace he gave his heart and life to Jesus.

He sat there and thought, "John 3:16.  I don't understand it, but it sure makes a lost boy feel safe."

You know, I have to confess I don't understand it either, how God would be willing to send His Son to die for me, and how Jesus would agree to do such a thing.  I don't understand it either, but it sure does make life worth living.

  Little Betsy had faithfully attended baptism classes. Her mother, wanting to be sure her daughter understood its significance, asked, "Honey, what does baptism mean?" 

   "Well, it isn't the water that makes you clean ..." she began. 

   Smiling, Mother thought, Yes, she understands, 

   "... it's the soap." -- Verna Chambers, Willcox, Ariz. "Kids of the Kingdom," Christian Reader,

  A gem dealer was strolling the aisles at the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show when he noticed a blue-violet stone the size and shape of a potato. He looked it over, then, as calmly as possible, asked the vendor, "You want $15 for this?" The seller, realizing the rock wasn't as pretty as others in the bin, lowered the price to $10. 

   The stone has since been certified as a 1,905-carat natural star sapphire, about 800 carats larger than the largest stone of its kind. It was appraised at $2.28 million. 

   It took a lover of stones to recognize the sapphire's worth. It took the Lover of Souls to recognize the true value of ordinary-looking people like us. - Wanda Vassallo, Dallas, Texas, Leadership, Vol. 17, no. 1.

  I get a little weary of these dear souls who have all the dealing and doing of Providence catalogued and correlated and figured out and can give you glib little answers to your heartache.  They haven't been far.  God just doesn't operate on our time table.  And some of His operations don't add up on our computers.  The little boy who didn't understand why God put so many vitamins in spinach and didn't put more of them in ice cream had a pretty good idea that it just doesn't work out like you'd think. - Vance Havner, from The Vance Havner Quote Book/On This Rock I Stand. Christianity Today, Vol. 30, no. 16.

   When I was staying with a neighbor's five- and seven-year-olds I heard a squeal coming from the next room--then Becky's voice, "Mike, God doesn't love you when you do things like that." A second voice, "Yes, he does love me. He's ... he's just disappointed in me." 

- Juanita Slater, West Chester, OH.  Christian Reader, "Lite Fare."

   Headed for Heaven or Hell? How would Lincoln answer? His political opponent, a famous frontier preacher, wanted to know. 

   Abraham Lincoln ran for Congress in 1846, and he faced a formidable opponent: Peter Cartwright. Cartwright, a raw-boned, circuit-riding Methodist preacher, was known throughout Illinois. During his sixty-five years of riding the circuit, he would baptize nearly ten thousand converts. 

   During the intense 1846 Congressional campaign, some of Cartwright's followers accused Lincoln of being an "infidel." In response, Lincoln decided to meet Cartwright on his own ground and attend one of his evangelistic rallies. 

   Carl Sandburg, in Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years, tells the story this way: 

   In due time Cartwright said "All who desire to lead a new life, to give their hearts to God, and go to heaven, will stand," and a sprinkling of men, women, and children stood up. Then the preacher exhorted, "All who do not wish to go to hell will stand." All stood up--except Lincoln. Then said Cartwright in his gravest voice, "I observe that many responded to the first invitation to give their hearts to God and go to heaven. And I further observe that all of you save one indicated that you did not desire to go to hell. The sole exception is Mr. Lincoln, who did not respond to either invitation. May I inquire of you, Mr. Lincoln, where are you going?" 

   And Lincoln slowly rose and slowly spoke. "I came here as a respectful listener. I did not know that I was to be singled out by Brother Cartwright. I believe in treating religious matters with due solemnity. I admit that the questions propounded by Brother Cartwright are of great importance. I did not feel called upon to answer as the rest did. Brother Cartwright asks me directly where I am going. I desire to reply with equal directness: I am going to Congress." 

   He went. - "The Untold Story of Christianity & The Civil War," Christian History, no.

  The necessity of the new birth is vividly portrayed in the life of George Whitefield. At 16 he became deeply convicted of his sin. He tried everything to become acceptable to God. He wrote, "I fasted for 36 hours twice a week. I prayed formal prayers several time a day and almost starved myself to death during Lent, but only felt more miserable. Then by God's grace I met Charles Wesley, who put a book in my hand that showed me from the Scriptures that I must be 'born again' or be eternally lost." Finally, Whitefield understood that he had to trust in Jesus Christ. He believed and was both forgiven and changed. After he became a preacher, he spoke at least a thousand times on the subject, "You must be born again."

   Have you ever had a spiritual birthday?

   Let me put it to you with the story of a simple, illiterate man who was converted through the work of the Salvation Army. He went regularly to the Salvation Army citadel. One day he came home rather disconsolate. 

   His wife said, "What's the matter?" 

   He said, "I've just noticed that all the people in the Salvation Army wear red sweaters, and I don't have a red sweater." 

   She said, "I'll knit one." So she knitted him a red sweater. 

   The next Sunday after he went to the citadel, he still wasn't happy. 

   His wife said, "What's wrong this time?" 

   He said, "I just noticed all their red sweaters have yellow writing." 

   They were both illiterate, but she said, "Don't worry about it. I'll embroider some writing on for you." 

   She had no idea what the yellow writing on the red sweater of a Salvation Army man said--Any of you know what it is? They have a yellow circle, and in it, BLOOD AND FIRE. That s their motto. (Unbutton the jacket of a Salvation Army man when he's ringing his little bells sometime; tell him you're just checking.) 

   The man's wife had no idea what the letters said, and she couldn't read anyway. So copying a sign from a store window opposite their home, she embroidered the words of that store sign onto his red sweater. 

   When he came back the next Sunday, she said, "Did they like your sweater?" 

   "They loved my sweater. Some of them said they liked my sweater better than their sweater." 

   What neither of them knew was that the sign on the store window she had copied read, THIS BUSINESS UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT. 

   That's what it means to get saved. That's what it means to get converted. That's what it means for the Holy Ghost to come upon you: this business under new management.

A.
The burning building

1.
Years ago a building caught fire on the 4th floor two men leaned out a window trying to escape the smoke and flames.  The fire department did not have ladder tall enough to reach the men but they had a safety net that they held below the window and told them to jump, he would be safe once they jumped.  One man climbed to the windows ledge and launched himself out, trusting in the firemen to catch him.  He fell into the net and was safe, quickly they moved him and told the second man to follow.  He called out he was afraid, they told him to jump.  He asked if they were sure that they could catch him, they told him they were sure.  He looked down at the net and the men who held it, then sat down on the floor and said, “I can’t do it.”  The flames and the smoke found him there and consumed him.

2.
So he died, not because of the fire, but because of his unbelief, because of his rejection of the salvation offered by the firemen. Listen to me, everyone is in a burning building, John said, “he that believes not is already condemned.”  You don’t have to be bad, you don’t have to do anything just stay where you are, just stay the way you are.

How many Christians does it take to change a light bulb?

· Pentecostal: Ten – One to change the bulb & nine to pray against the spirit of darkness

· Presbyterians: None – The lights will go off and on at predestined times

· Roman Catholics: None – Candles only

· Episcopalians: Three – One to call the electrician, one to mix the drinks and one to talk about how much better the old one was

· Methodists: Undetermined – Whether your light is bright, dull, or completely out, you are loved. You can be a light bulb, turnip bulb, or tulip bulb. Church wide lighting service is planned for Sunday. Bring bulb of your choice and a covered dish.

· Lutherans: None – Lutherans don’t believe in change.

· Baptists: At least 15 – One to change the bulb and three committees to approve the change & decide who brings the potato salad & fried chicken 

· Amish: What’s a light bulb

         Changing a light bulb though very simple is very important.  If you don't do it you find yourself in darkness.  Today's message is about the first preparation you need to make for eternity, your salvation.  It also is very simple and very important. If you neglect it you find yourself not in a dark room for the night but in the darkness of hell for all eternity. 

�1 ¶  There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:


2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.


3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.








�26  Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.








�4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is  old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be  born?  5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a  man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the  kingdom of God.  6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and  that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7  Marvel not that I  said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  8  The wind bloweth where  it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell  whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is  born of the Spirit.  9  Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How  can these things be?  10  Jesus answered and said unto him, Art   thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?  11  Verily,   verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that   we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

















�Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;








�12  If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?


13  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.


14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:


15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.


16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.


18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.











�   A famous tightrope walker once strung a cable across Niagara Falls from the American side all the way to the Canadian side. To the applause of thousands of people, he would walk across that tightrope right on the very edge of the falls, the rushing, cascading waters thundering underneath him. He would walk back and forth, people applauding wildly. Then to further wow the crowds, he would put a blindfold on and go back and forth. Then he would ride a bicycle back and forth, and then he would push a wheelbarrow back and forth. Every day, people came out to watch him. He quite simply was the greatest. 


   As the story goes, one day while pushing the wheelbarrow back and forth, he called out to the crowd on one end, inquiring whether or not they thought he could successfully push the wheelbarrow across with a human being riding in the wheelbarrow. The crowd went berserk: "Surely you can. You're remarkable. We've watched you for days. We understand and appreciate your skills. We believe in your abilities. You are the greatest." On and on they went, to which he responded, "Then someone volunteer. You come right up here, single file, form a line, and get in the wheelbarrow to prove your trust in my ability." A deafening silence overtook the crowd. There were no takers.














