
Moses: Yielding To God’s Power
Text: Exodus 3-4
Introduction:

   Kierkegaard, the Danish philosopher, told a story about a goose who was wounded and who landed in a barnyard with some chickens. He played with the chickens and ate with the chickens. After a while that goose thought he was a chicken. One day a flight of geese came over, migrating to their home. They gave a honk up there in the sky, and he heard it. 

   Kierkegaard said, "Something stirred within the breast of this goose. Something called him to the skies. He began to flap the wings he hadn't used, and he rose a few feet into the air. Then he stopped, and he settled back again into the mud of the barnyard. He heard the cry, but he settled for less." 

-Leighton Ford, "Hope for a Great Forever," Preaching Today, Tape No. 96.

I. Called Exodus 3
A. Moses is Called by God

1. He tends his sheep and sees the burning bush.

2. He hears the voice of God calling to him.

3. God reveals Himself to Moses

a) Reveals His power in the bush that is not consumed.

b) Reveals His Holiness 

c) Reveals His plan for His people.

d) Reveals His name for the first time.

(1) Moses asks what shall I tell them when they ask who has sent me?

(2) God tells him, “Tell them I AM has sent you. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has sent you. Jehovah Lord God has sent you to set my people free.
B. Did you miss your burning bush?
1. God has called us just as surely as he has called Moses.

2. In the midst of our jobs, our family our life God reaches out to us.

3. Scripture: 
a) He has called 1 Cor 1:26-31

b) He has revealed his plan Matt 28:19-20

c) He has given us signs. Originally miracles as astounding as those Moses saw. People were healed, the blind saw, the deaf heard and the dead were raised. Wine was made from water and bread and fish multiplied till it could feed thousands.   

d) The astounding miracles are gone for we are called to walk by faith but we are not with miracles.

(1) We have the Word of God a miracle of truth, revelation and preservation.

(2) We have the Love of God, miracle that brought Jesus to the Cross, raised him from the grave and can place him in our lives.

(3) Finally, we have the Spirit of God, the miracle of God dwelling with us.
e) Moses had none of these things in fact he wrote the first scripture we now hold. What he did have was enough to bring a nation of people to freedom in Canaan.  What God has given us is enough to bring our community and our family to freedom in Christ.
4. God has called us and revealed Himself to us for the same reason He called Moses

a) First we are his, we belong to Him and He has called His own.

b) Second, we have nothing to offer God but ourselves.

c) Third, by using us the glory of God can be revealed.

d) Scripture: Eph 1:11-12

C. Illustration:

D. Transition: We share something more than just our calling with Moses, often we share the same response to the calling of God, cowardice.
II. Cowardly Exodus 4
A. Moses begins to make excuses but God overpowers the excuses. 
1. They will not believe me. 4:1

2. I am not eloquent 4:10

3. Send anybody else but me 4:13

B. God overpowers the excuses

1. They will not believe Moses but they will believe Me through Moses.4:2-9

2. Your speech is in the power of the one who made all of man’s faculties. 4:11-12

3. Your excuse anger me I will send Aaron to help you 4:14-15

C. Will You Yield to God’s Calling?

1. We all have our excuses and God already knows them.

a) He knows why you can’t tithe.

b) He knows why you can’t teach.

c) Why you can’t get to church on time.

d) Why you can’t come on Sunday night or Wednesday.
e) Why you can’t witness.

f) Why you can’t be a preacher, a missionary or even worse a preacher or missionaries wife.
g) He knows the excuses but he doesn’t accept them now and he certainly will not accept them when we stand before him and wonder why we suffer the loss of the reward that should have been ours.

2. His answer is the same for us as it was for Moses.  It is the same answer today as it will be tomorrow and before the judgment seat of Christ.

a) They will not believe you but they will believe Me through you.

b) Your abilities and talents are not good enough to sway the world but I gave you those talents and I can use them to do my will.
c) If you continue to make excuses even when I have promised you Myself then you will experience My anger.

D. Illustration: Funeral of Red the Barber who left God’s call.
III. Committed Exodus 4:18-20

A. Moses yields to God and goes to Egypt 

1. He leaves his old life behind.

2. He gathers his family

3. He takes the rod, the symbol of God’s calling and power.

a) With this rod which used to shepherd Jethro’s sheep, he will now shepherd God’s people.

b) With this rod that used to protect the flock from wolves, he will now protect the children of Israel from here enemies.
c) With this rod that used to lead the way to water for the flock, he will now strike water from the rock for the Hebrews.

4. God took exactly what Moses had and through His power used it to do things Moses never would have imagined.

B. Will you yield?

1. Yielding means being willing to leave the old behind.

2. Yielding means gather your family and taking them with you.

3. Yielding means take what God has given you and being willing to use it in ways you would never imagine for the Glory of God.

4. Will you yield to God?

C. Illustration: William Borden
   After graduation from high school, William Borden's father sent young William Borden on a cruise around the world. He was brokenhearted by the spiritual needs of the people he met. Therefore he committed his life to serve the Lord Jesus Christ as a missionary.

   He wrote in his journal:

      Say "no" to self, "yes" to Jesus every time.... In every man's

   heart there is a throne and a cross. If Christ is on the throne,

   self is on the cross; and if self, even a little bit, is on the

   throne, Jesus is on the cross in that man's heart.... Lord, I take

   my hands off, as far as my life is concerned. I put Thee on the

   throne of my life. Change, cleanse, use me as Thou shalt choose.

   He headed for China. But first he sailed to Egypt. There he contracted spinal meningitis and died less than a month later. Some people said, "What a waste."

  But when his will was probated, it was discovered that he had left his entire fortune of over $1 million to be invested in the cause of Christ. Three phrases summarize his life:

     No reserves

     No retreat

     No regrets

IV. Other Illustrations

   One day I was talking to my husband on the car phone. He told me that a matter we had been praying about at his job had been resolved. After I hung up, I took a minute to pray out loud, thanking God for his help. My 4-year-old son spoke up and asked, "Mommy, what were you praying about?"

   Without going into the details, I gave him a simple answer. He thought for a moment and then asked, "Was that Jesus on the phone?"-  Beth T., "Life in Our House," Christian Parenting Today, Vol. 13, no. 3, (January/February 2001).

   Never allow the thought, "I am of no use where I am," You certainly can be of no use where you are not.-  Oswald Chambers, quoted in Men of Integrity, Vol. 4, no. 3.

   A Sunday School teacher was teaching a group of teenage boys one Sunday about Christ's disciples; about their abilities, their attributes, and why Jesus might have chosen them. Toward the end of the lesson a teen-aged boy who was particularly enthralled about the whole concept of calling, chosen by God, said, "Teacher, why did Jesus choose Judas?" To which the Sunday school teacher replied, "Son, I don't know. But I have a harder question. Why did Jesus choose me?"

  The history of the church has been represented by the Waldensians in a picture of an anvil with many worn-out hammers lying all around it. Beneath this scene are the words: One Anvil -- Many Hammers. Organized religion may fail; but the living organism composed of all born-again believers will stand forever. God is calling out of this world a people for His name who will dwell with Him throughout eternity.
   After a great gathering of Christian youth, the offering was being counted. At the bottom of the offering, the counters found a picture of a teenage girl. They all made the same immediate assumption. Some boy had taken a girl's wallet, taken out the picture and thrown it in the offering basket as a practical joke. That's the kind of thing teenagers sometimes do. Then someone turned the picture over. There was something written on the back. "I have nothing to give, but I give myself."
   Visiting in Korea, a lawyer and a merchant, both wealthy church members, were being shown around by a missionary. Seeing a boy pulling a plow while an old man guided it, the lawyer, amused, took a picture. "I suppose they are very poor," he said. The missionary replied, "Yes, that is the family of Chi Num. When the church was being built, they were eager to give something. As they had no money, they sold their only ox and gave the money to the church. This spring they are pulling the plow themselves."

   Both men were quiet. Finally the merchant said, "That must have been a real sacrifice." "They did not call it a sacrifice," said the missionary. "They felt it was fortunate they had the ox to sell."

  William Lloyd Garrison, who wrote the anti-slavery paper called the Abolitionist and was probably the leader in that cause, was so hot to get rid of the slavery cancer upon our society that he angered many, many people.  One of his friends, Samuel May, said one day to him, and I quote, "Oh, my friend, do try to moderate your indignation and keep more cool, why you're all on fire."  To which Garrison replied, "My friend, I have need to be all on fire for I have mountains of ice around me to melt."

· From a tape by John Maxwell, What Followers Expect from Leaders, Vol. 7, No. 4, October 19, 1991.

The Dedication of Jonathan Edwards.

              I claim no right to myself- no right to this understanding, this will, these affections that are in me; neither do I have any right to this body or its members-no right to this tongue, to these hand, feet, ears or eyes.

     I have given myself clear away and not retained anything of my own.  I have been to God this morning and told Him I have given myself wholly to Him.  I have given Him every power, so that for the future I claim no right to myself in any respect.  I have expressly promised Him, for by His grace 

I will not fail.  I take Him as my whole portion and felicity, looking upon nothing else as any part of my happiness, His law is the rule of my obedience.   I will fight with all my might against the world, the flesh, and the devil to the end of my life.  I will adhere to the faith of the Gospel, however hazardous and difficult the profession and practice of it may be.

     I receive the blessed Spirit as my Teacher, Sanctifier, and only Comforter, and cherish all admonitions to enlighten, purify, confirm, comfort and assist me.  This I have done.

     I pray God, for the sake of others, to look upon this as a self-dedication, and receive me as His own.  Henceforth, I am not to act in any respect as my own.  I shall act as my own if I ever make use of any of my powers to do anything that is not to the glory of God, or to fail to make the glorifying of Him my whole and entire business.

     If I murmur in the least at afflictions: if I am in any way uncharitable: if I revenge my own case: if I do anything purely to please myself, or omit anything because it is a great denial: if I trust to myself: if I take any praise for any good which Christ does by me: or if I am in any way proud, I shall act as my own and not God's.  I purpose to be absolutely His.  -Jonathan Edwards

�2  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.


3  And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.


�4  And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.


5  And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.


6  Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.


�7 ¶  And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;


8  And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.


9  Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.


10  Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.


�13  And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?


14  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.


15  And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.


�26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:


27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;


28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:


29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.


30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:


31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.


�18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.


19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:


20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.


�11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:


12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.


�1 ¶  And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.


�10 ¶  And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.


�13  And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.


�2  And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.


3  And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.


4  And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:


5  That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.


6  And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.


7  And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.


8  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.


9  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.


�11  And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?


12  Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.





�14  And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.


15  And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.





�18 ¶  And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace.


19  And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead which sought thy life.


20  And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.









