John the Baptist: Yielding to God’s Son

Text: John 3:27-36

Introduction:  

   The captain of the ship looked into the dark night and saw faint lights in the distance. Immediately he told his signalman to send a message: "Alter your course 10 degrees south." Promptly a return message was received: "Alter your course 10 degrees north." 

   The captain was angered; his command had been ignored. So he sent a second message: "Alter your course 10 degrees south--I am the captain!" Soon another message was received: "Alter your course 10 degrees north--I am a seaman third class Jones." 

   Immediately the captain sent a third message, knowing the fear it would evoke: "Alter your course 10 degrees south--I am a battleship." Then the reply came: "Alter your course 10 degrees north--I am a lighthouse."


Some people never learn when it comes to yielding to God. They are just like this captian, sure of their own way until they crash into their own foolish stubbornness. 

What does it really mean to yield to God? In what tangible ways can I not simple state this desire but see it becoming real in my life? When we look at the life of John the Baptist we see a man who understand yielding to God as his life’s calling.  Perhaps if we are wise we can learn from him the reality of yielding to God.
I.
John  John 3:27-29

A.
John knows who he is and why he was here

1.
A man blessed & humbled by the blessing  vs. 27

2.
A man fulfilled by his calling  vs. 28

3.
A man who knew himself in relationship with Jesus Christ.  vs. 29

B.
Three Questions to ask yourself in light of John's statement.

1.
Are you blessed?  If yes are you humbled?

a)
Jas 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

2.
Are you fulfilled by a calling?

a)
Ephes 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:  12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

3.
Are you found in relationship with Jesus? 

a)
Do you know who you are in relation to and with Jesus.  

b)
Have you discovered your identity, your true self?
C.
Illustration: No need to embarrass him.

a)
When I can answer these questions Yes, then I know who I am, I am somebody in Jesus Christ.  I am a Christian, I am God's child, I am a soldier of the cross.  I am somebody!

(i)
Kind of like the young Texan boy who asked a stranger he had just met if he was from the great state of Texas.  His father overheard the question and before the man could answer he pulled his son aside.  "Son, I want you to always remember one thing.  If a man comes from Texas he'll tell you without being asked. 

D.
Transition: John now expands upon the dynamics of the relationship he shares with Jesus.  Just exactly how does it work?

II.
Jesus and John vs 30-31

A.
John's emphasis was on Christ's preeminence.

1.
John's statement "He must increase but I must decrease."

a)
Powerful because its very simplicity forces us to examine its depths. 

b)
Both an explanation to his disciples and a reiteration of his orders from God.

2.
John must fade while Jesus must grow.

3.
The more Jesus increased, John proportionately decreased.

B.
Throwing out the ballast

1.
I must decrease in myself in order for Jesus to increase.

Quote:   There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, "Thy will be done," and those to whom God says, "All right, then, have it your way." - C. S. Lewis, The Great Divorce. Christianity Today, Vol. 42, no. 1.

2.
To rise higher in a balloon, ballast must be tossed over board.  

a)
To rise even higher more valuable things must be sacrificed.  So it is with the Christian seeking a higher ground with Christ.

3.
Survey this truth in Colossians

a)

Col. 1:27 1st step Launch with the right pilot, it's Christ in you

b)
To whom God would make known what [is] the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

c)

Col. 2:6-7 2nd step Stay the course, As ye received so walk.

d)
As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, [so] walk ye in him:

e)
Rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

f)

Col. 2:20-22 3rd step Let go the regulation rope, tied to the world. 

g)
Therefore if ye are dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,  21  (Touch not; taste not; handle not;  22  Which all are to perish with the using;) according to the commandments and doctrines of men?  

h)

Col. 3:1-2  4th step Breath the rarefied air.

i)
If ye then were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  

j)
We are alive with Christ, we must then look towards Christ, have a love for things of Christ, because our life is hid in Christ.

4.
If you're going to this height, then your own efforts, attempts, discipline, will power must cease, be thrown overboard, I must let Christ pilot me.  "He will increase as I decrease."

D.
Illustration  Paul just before shipwreck on Melita

a)
Cargo: They lightened the ship;   Reserves: And the third [day] we cast out the tackling of the ship.    Hope in others: all hope taken away.   Escape: cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.  Future: they lightened the ship, and cast the wheat into the sea.    Themselves: should cast [themselves] first [into the sea], and get to land:   All they needed was God.  And so it came to pass, that they all escaped safe to land.

b)
Cast away everything until all they had left was God.

c)
"When you come to the place in your life when God is all you have left, then for the first time in your life you realize that God is all you need."

d) Song Blessed Assurance

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  O what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

Perfect submission, perfect delight!  Visions of rapture now burst on my sight.

Angels descending bring from a above,  Echoes of mercy whispers of love.

Perfect submission all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest.

Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.

This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Saviour all the day long.  This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long.


Fanny J. Crosby The hymn writer gave us more than 8000 Gospel songs.  Although blinded at the age of 6 weeks, she never held any bitterness in her heart because of it.  Once a preacher sympathetically remarked, "I think it is a great pity that the Master did not give you sight when He showered so many other gifts upon you."


She replied quickly, "Do you know that if at birth I had been able to make one petition, it would have been that I should be born blind?"  Why?  asked the surprised clergyman. "Because when I get to Heaven, the first face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior!"

d)

Crosby is an example of the truth we will speak of today.  Because of her blindness she was able to see more of Jesus more than many of us with eyes.  Because of her weakness she was able to experience more of his strength more than those who stand in our own strength.  She was able, as we hear in her songs, to let Jesus Christ have  preeminence over Fanny J. Crosby.

E.
Transition: Lets now get down to the real personal issues of this message.

1.
John the apostle and writer of this book, now adds his own emphasis to the answer of John the Baptist.  That commentary turns the focus directly on us.

III.
Jesus and You  John 3:32-36

A.
John (the Evangelist) looks to those who follow after John (the Baptist) in believing Jesus.

1.
They would believe what Jesus said.

a)
Every word, every promise, every lesson, every parable true and vital.

2.
They would believe who Jesus was.

a)
Sent by God, Filled by the Spirit, Loved by the Father, Empowered over all things.

3.
They would believe what Jesus would do.

a)
Everlasting life, or everlasting death.

B.
Are you following John?  Is Jesus Increasing?  Only if you willing to decrease.

1.
Do I really believe what Jesus says?

a)
Then I will decrease my own words, my own thoughts my own voice, that He might increase his words in me.

2.
Do I really believe who Jesus is?

a)
Then I will decrease my confidence, my plans, my way and He will increase his glory in my life.

3.
Do I really believe what Jesus can do?

a)
Then I will decrease my apathy, my ignorance, my fear, my excuses and He will increase his power in my life.

4. Quote: The tendency is strong to say, "O God won't be so stern as to expect me to give up that!" but he will; "He won't expect me to walk in the light so that I have nothing to hide," but he will; "He won't expect me to draw on his grace for everything," but he will. - Oswald Chambers (1874-1917)

C.
Illustration:  Isaiah saw the Lord increase, as he decreased

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  2  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3  And one cried to another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, [is] the LORD of hosts: the whole earth [is] full of his glory.  4  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.  5  Then said I, Woe [is] me! for I am undone; because I [am] a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.  6  Then one of the seraphims flew to me, having a live coal in his hand, [which] he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:  7  And he laid [it] upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thy iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.  8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here [am] I; send me.

IV.
Conclusion:  Can you be like John?

a)
Would you be like John?  Can you lose yourself that Jesus might more be found?  Will you hang like a banner in your heart the deep powerful truth he understood, lived and died, "He must increase, I must decrease."

b)
Song: Majesty

Majesty, worship His majesty  

Unto Jesus be all glory honor and praise.

Majesty, kingdom authority flow from His throne unto his own, His anthem raise.

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the King.

Majesty, worship His majesty

Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all Kings

Other Illustrations:

One of the meekest men in history was John the Baptist. He was such a powerful figure that Josephus, the great Jewish historian, reports many years later when John's name was mentioned people still trembled at the thought of him. Jesus' eulogy of John was that he was "greater than any man born of woman." Yet when he saw the Christ, instead of giving a speech about his own great accomplishments, he sent his disciples to Jesus telling them, "He must increase but I must decrease." When asked who he was, he simply said, "I am nobody. I am to be heard, not to be seen. I am just a voice." Did you ever notice that David never describes his victory of Goliath in all of the psalms? We live in a time of superlatives -- the greatest evangelist, the greatest preacher, the greatest theologian, the greatest actor -- we desire dignity, position. We want some title and to be addressed properly. No wonder Christ cannot be seen. Paul called himself "the least of all the apostles." Where is our pride? Where is our meekness?

   Our church, before its renovation, lacked adequate restroom facilities. One Sunday, Pastor Dennis, preaching about the attributes of John the Baptist, didn't know why the congregation snickered after his emphatic statement: "What this church needs is more Johns." - Esther L. Vogt, Hillsboro, Kans.  Christian Reader, "Lite Fare."

   I was telling my first-grade Sunday school class about John the Baptist. Mentioning that he ate locusts and honey comb, I noticed a puzzled look from one of the boys. "Wow," he mused, "I never knew they had cereal back then!" - Abigail A. Freeman, Sycamore, Illinois. Christian Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom."

  I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty and joy to accomplish humble tasks as though they were great and noble. For the world is moved along, not only by the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of tiny pushes of each honest worker. -   Helen Keller

  Booker T. Washington arrived in a city to make a speech. His train was late and he was in a hurry. He dashed out of the station to the cabstand, but the cabby growled, "I don't drive niggers." Washington said, "All right, I'll drive you. Get in the back." -James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 207.

   Christian Herter was running hard for reelection as governor of Massachusetts, and one day he arrived late at a barbecue. He'd had no breakfast or lunch, and he was famished. As he moved down the serving line, he held out his plate and received one piece of chicken. The governor said to the serving lady, "Excuse me, do you mind if I get another piece of chicken. I'm very hungry." The woman replied, "Sorry, I'm supposed to give one piece to each person." He repeated, "But I'm starved," and again she said, "Only one to a customer." Herter was normally a modest man, but he decided this was the time to use the weight of his office and said, "Madam, do you know who I am? I am the governor of this state." She answered, "Do you know who I am? I'm the lady in charge of chicken. Move along, mister." This is a woman who knew her position and wasn't about to be intimidated. Do we as Christians recognize the significant position in which we stand because of Christ?

   Former Undersecretary of the Interior John C. Whitaker was reminded of how easy it is to get an out-of-perspective feeling about one's importance in government whenever he thinks of an eighty-five-year-old woman who has lived her life in one spot in Nova Scotia. The population there swells to nine in summer and stays steady at two during the winter. 

   Whitaker, who has been fishing there every year since he was twelve, flew in one day. Miss Mildred welcomed him into her kitchen and said, 'Johnny, I hate to admit I don't know, but where is Washington?" When Whitaker realized that she wasn't kidding, he explained: "That's where the president is. That's like where you have the prime minister in Ottawa." 

   Then she asked how many people lived there, and Whitaker said there were about 2 million. She said, "Think of that, 2 million people living so far away from everything."

John Brodie, former quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers, was once asked why a million-dollar player like him should have to hold the ball for field goals and points after touchdown. "Well," said Brodie, "if I didn't, it would fall over."

If you can start the day without caffeine, If you can get going without pep pills, If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches & pains, If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles, If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it, If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time, If you can overlook it when those you love take it out on you when, though no fault of yours, something goes wrong, If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, If you can ignore a friends limited education and never correct him/her, If you can resist treating a rich friend better than a poor friend, If you can face the world without lies and deceit, If you can conquer tension without medical help, If you can relax without liquor, If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, If you can honestly say that deep in your heart you have no prejudice against creed, color, religion, or politics, Then, my friend, You are ALMOST as good as your dog.

  One way to humility

   Pastor Michael Hartwig of Valparaiso, Indiana, tells this story:

   I started visiting a man in a nursing home who had been instrumental in starting the major industry in town. When he died, I was asked to do the funeral service. I was nervous, because I knew our church would be packed with dignitaries.

   The service went well, and on our way to the cemetery I began turning in my Bible to the passage I was to read at the graveside. While I was turning to 1 Corinthians 15, the funeral director asked me a question. I could tell he was impressed with the gospel message I had brought. He asked several questions, and I answered each one. I was proud of myself and the job I had done. Here was a man who had listened to hundreds of funeral services, and he singled out mine as being one of the best.

   With this on my heart I stood at the head of the casket with the family and friends in front of me. I asked them to listen to the words of Scripture. I read with a sense of dignity 1 Corinthians 5:1: "It is reported commonly that there are fornicators among you!" - Leadership, Vol. 19, no. 3.
   A pastor was asked to speak for a certain charitable organization. After the meeting the program chairman handed the pastor a check. "Oh, I couldn't take this," the pastor said with some embarrassment. "I appreciate the honor of being asked to speak. You have better uses for this money. You apply it to one of those uses." The program chairman asked, "Well, do you mind if we put it into our Special Fund?" The pastor replied, "Of course not. What is the special fund for?" The chairman answered, "It's so we can get a better speaker next year. -James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 296.

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��27  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.


28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.


29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��30  He must increase, but I must decrease.


31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��32  And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.


33  He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.


34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.


35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.


36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.








