
Vessels of Faith
Text: 2 Kings 4:1-7

Introduction: How does faith really work? What does God expect from us and how much of faith involves us? The story of Elisha and the poor widow gives us a working model of faith in action.
Joke: I sent three boats and a Helicopter
I. God Can Help 2 Kings 4:1

A. The Widow believed God would help.
1. This woman and her family had faithfully served God and now her husband was gone.

a) According to Jewish history this widow was the wife of Obadiah, who had hid the prophets by fifty in a cave in the times of Ahab. Ahab and Jezebel had persecuted and attempted to kill every true prophet or teacher of the Law of Moses.

b) If true then the debt could very well have been incurred because of her husband taking care of the prophets. 

c) Now the creditors have come to take her children which in Elisha’s time they could do for up to 7 years and make them work off the debt as slaves. 
2. She is at the end of all her answers she is empty of all her own strength and she goes to place where her faith tells her there is help. She goes to God.
B. Where do you go with you problems?

1. The first principle I see here is the most basic one, Faith begins with God.

2. Scripture: Hebrew 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
3. When you are struggling, when you hurting, when you are in need, Go to God!

4. Go to his word and listen as He speaks, go to his house and meet with Him there, go to his people as this widow did and let God speak through them. 

5. Jesus said, “You have not because ye ask not.” The simply truth is many time our faith is not even strong enough to bring us before God.

6. Faith starts at the source, go to God.

C. Illustration: 
II. God’s Answer Uses You 2 Kings 4:2-4

A. Elisha asked, “What have you in the house?”

1. Elisha tells the widow what God will do. 
a) He gives her God’s word.

b) He gives her the command to put her faith in.
2. Notice the way he tells her.

a) First determines what she already has

b) Second tells here to borrow empty vessels, “borrow not a few.”
c) Third tells here to begin pouring the oil into the empty vessels

3. We read this story and think you know it would have been a lot simpler just to take up a collection and give to the poor woman.

a) God through Elisha has a much grander plan one that will not only help this family but millions of families of faith to come.
B. Are you prepared to let God use you

1. The second principle of faith is that God begins with two things God’s word and you 

2. After we go to God, he begins His work in us.
a) There is nothing to believe in until God tells us something. Faith does not operate in a vacuum nor is it imagination or some kind of creative force. Faith is belief and belief is based upon something. 

(1) Scripture: Romans 10:16-17

b) Once we know God’s word. Then He can start with what we have, a talent, a relationship, a calling, an education or some material possession.

(1) John 2:6-7 - Wedding Feast - no wine - nearby stood 6 stone water jars…Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water".

(2) John 11:39 - Jesus was about to called Lazarus out of the grave - He asked the people to move the stone away from the tomb.

(3) Mark 6:38 - feeding of 5000 people - Jesus asked, "What do you have?"- 5 loaves and 5 fish.

3. What we have must be put into his service and then we must prepare for the blessings that will follow. This is the principle of faith.

4. We fail in faith when we do not know what we are to believe and when we don’t believe God will use what we have. 

C. Illustration: Jesus at Nazareth Matthew 13:54-5
8
1. Jesus did not many miracles because of their unbelief. 
2. God could not use one of their own, he could not use the carpenter’s son.
III.  God’s Grace Is Only for Empty Vessels 2 Kings 4: 5-7

A. The oil was only poured into prepared empty vessels

1. The woman does as Elisha says and borrows many vessels from her neighbors.
a) I wonder what kind of vessels she borrowed. The size and quantity would be determined by her faith. 

b) Can you imagine her borrowing the huge jugs that would contain the days water for a household, some would hold upward of 5 gallons of water. Or what about the jugs used for ceremonial bathing? they would hold between 10 and 20 gallons of water. Imagine she and her sons going house to house and borrow those huge vessels to fill with oil.

c) Or what if she had done the opposite and only borrow little vessel, the teacups and glasses of her neighbors. The amount of preparation determined by her faith would result in a greater blessing from God.

2. They go into the house close the door and begin to pour. 

a) She pours and the sons hand her the vessels. She take her small pot of oil and begins to pour it out into the other vessels.

b) I’m sure they started with the largest and worked their way down. She would pour and the oil would just keep coming out. Pot after pot, jug after jug, bowl after bowl, vessel after vessel until she calls out, “Bring me another vessel” and her son says there is no more.

c) When the vessels ran out so did the oil.
B. God pours grace into lives that are prepared and empty.
1. The third principle of Faith we see is that preparation and emptiness is critical.

2. Faith doesn’t begin with the blessing. 

a) We don’t get a million dollars from God and then say “Now I really believe God.” 
b) Faith begins with the asking, it grows and develops through the preparation and then it is realized through our own emptiness. 

3. Faith does not operate where there is no asking, no preparation and no emptiness.

4. Bayshore application. Now I don’t know about you but when it comes to our church I feel like the problem isn’t in the emptiness.  We got plenty of that, but perhaps we need to start looking at the asking and the preparing. 

a) Are we praying for our church, really praying for God’s blessing?
b) What are we doing to prepare for the answer? Prepared for God’s blessing here in this house?
c) We got plenty of empty lets get prepared by going out and finding some vessels. Lets bring them into this house and let God pour out his mercy, grace and love into them.
5. Personal application: What about in your own life? Have you gone to God? If you have then have you begun to prepare for the blessing? And perhaps most of all are you truly empty?

a) Quote:  Dwight L. Moody implored, "Use me, then, my Saviour, for whatever purpose and in whatever way Thou mayest require. Here is my poor heart, an empty vessel; fill it with Thy Grace."
b) Too many times our emptiness is not empty at all. We have stored things in the places where God wants to put things. We have our own agenda’s our own plans, our own dreams and we want God to anoint them with his blessing rather than replace them.

6. God doesn’t fill full vessels. He doesn’t dilute His grace with our goodness. He doesn’t supplement our strength. He doesn’t build on our foundation. He doesn’t pour out to a life that is too full to receive Him. 

C. Illustration:
IV. Conclusion

A. Song: Fill my Cup Lord

Fill My Cup, Lord

       Life was never to be a bed of roses for Richard Blanchard.

       A severe lung problem developed, and Blanchard was left with one-third of his lung capacity. But a diminished physical well-being did not stop young Blanchard.

       In 1953, he became the pastor of a church in Coral Gables, Florida, and one day, was asked by a young couple to perform their marriage ceremony. However, the couple was quite late for their counseling appointment.

       Blanchard told his secretary, I will wait for thirty minutes and I’m leaving. He then went to a nearby Sunday school room and sat down to play the piano for a while.

       He later said, When I was not in the mood to be used of God, God was in a mood to use me. In less than thirty-minutes, as he waited for the young couple, God gave him the inspiring song Fill My Cup, Lord.

       As Richard Blanchard looks back over his life, he declares even though God chose in his providence to impair my physical being, he has in so many other ways ‘Fill’d My Cup.’ 

       ++++++++++

Fill My Cup, Lord

(1) Like the woman at the well I was seeking

For things that could not satisfy;

And then I heard my Savior speaking:

"Draw from My well that never shall run dry."

CHORUS: Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up, Lord!

Come and quench this thirsting of my soul;

Bread of heaven, feed me 'til I want no more-

Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole!

(2) There are millions in this world who are craving

The pleasure earthly things afford;

But none can match the wondrous treasure

That I find in Jesus Christ my Lord.

(3) So, my brother, if the things this world gave you

Leave hungers that won't pass away,

My blessed Lord will come and save you,

If you kneel to Him and humbly pray:

V. Other Illustrations

   A minister tells of dispensing food to residents in an impoverished area by means of a "soup kitchen." All of the people were instructed to bring a vessel that would hold about 2 quarts. However, an 11- year-old boy, ragged and dirty but with flashing eyes and a winsome smile, lugged in a container that could hold at least 3 gallons. "We would have been ashamed to have put only 2 quarts into that bucket," said Dr. Barry, "for the youngster came from a large and very poor family. We felt bound to give him at least a gallon, and so we did."

   The Heavenly Father says to us as His children, "Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it." We need to be more like that trusting lad who carried away twice as much as the others because of his large asking!
One New Year’s Day, in the Tournament of Roses parade, a beautiful float suddenly sputtered and quit. It was out of gas. The whole parade was held up until someone could get a can of gas. The amusing thing was this float represented the Standard Oil Company. With its vast oil resources, its truck was out of gas. Often, Christians neglect their spiritual maintenance, and though they are "clothed with God’s power" find themselves out of gas....
There is a tale of a young man who was seeking God—he went to a well known and wise sage for help------He asked him how he could find God?-----the old sage took him to a nearby river and they waded out into the deep water----when the water got up to their chins the old man took the young man by the neck and pushed him under water --he held the young man down until the young man was flailing the water in desperation----another minute and the young man would have drowned--He finally let the young man up--and they found their way back to the bank---the young man asked----what did this have to do with finding God- The old man asked him: “while you were under the water, what did you want more than Anything else?” The young man said: “air” The old man replied: “when you want God as much as you wanted air, you will find Him”
George Mueller exemplified emptiness of self. Known for his great prayer life, he was often asked about it. He once answered,

“there was a day when I died…I died to George Mueller, his opinions, his preferences, his tastes, his will…I died to the world and it’s approval…I died to the approval of my friends…and since then I have studied only to be approved unto God!”

The Prayer List.

Confiding in a co-worker, I told her about a problem in our office, and my fear that I would lose my job.  She was concerned and said she would pray for me.  I know she keeps a list of the ten people she believes need her prayers the most, so I asked if she had room for me on her list.

'"Oh yes," she replied.  "Three of the people have died."- Kate Gordon in Reader's Digest
�1 ¶  Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.


2  And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil.


3  Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.


4  And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.


5  So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out.


6  And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed.


7  Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.
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�16  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?


17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.





�54  And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?


55  Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?


56  And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?


57  And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.


58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.


�5  So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out.


6  And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed.


7  Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.
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