Vessels In the Potters Hand

Text: Jeremiah 18:1-17, 19:1-2, 10-14

Purpose: Life Service, Rededicating

Introduction: Alter Your Course
The captain of the ship looked into the dark night and saw faint lights in the distance. Immediately he told his signalman to send a message: "Alter your course 10 degrees south." Promptly a return message was received: "Alter your course 10 degrees north." 

The captain was angered; his command had been ignored. So he sent a second message: "Alter your course 10 degrees south--I am the captain!" Soon another message was received: "Alter your course 10 degrees north--I am a seaman third class Jones." 

Immediately the captain sent a third message, knowing the fear it would evoke: "Alter your course 10 degrees south--I am a battleship." Then the reply came: "Alter your course 10 degrees north--I am a lighthouse."

I.
God’s Design     Jer 18:1-6

A.
God’s desires to make Israel into a vessel for His service

1.
The potter is a symbol vs 1-7

a)
God is the potter, Israel is the pot.

b)
If the pot is marred the potter remakes it.

2.
God offers Israel, the clay, the choice vs 8-11

a)
of willingly being remolded by Him their creator to correct her flaws or 

b)
of being destroyed by Him.

B.
God desires to shapes us

1.
God’s Process, like the potter God uses both harsh and gentle means to make us into a vessel fit for His service and blessings

a)
The potter uses a hammer to break the dried lumps of clay so that it is ready to be molded

b)
God uses the hammer of the Bible to beat upon our heart, shatter our own ideas and bring us to a place of surrender and repentance

c)
The potter takes the pulverized and dry clay and mixes it with water to bring it to life.

d)
God mixes our old dry life, shattered and useless with the Holy Spirit and brings us to eternal life.

e)
As the potter spins the pot upon the wheel his hands are constantly working the clay.  Feeling for hard spots, dry spots or foreign material that has no place in the pot.  If he finds it he either applies more water to get rid of the dry spots or he may pulverize it again to break up the hard spots or probes with his hands to find those elements that have no place in the pot and remove them from the clay.  Sometimes the flaw is only on the surface, sometimes it requires probing down into the very core of the clay.  Sometime it requires the pot to be completely remade in order to be rid of the flaw.

f)
As God works in our life, sin, weakness, fear, stubbornness, jealousy, and all manner of other flaws and weakness will become apparent.  God will apply His Holy Spirit as the potter would apply water to soften the clay.  Gently He will wash over us and water the dry places in our lives.  But if we do not respond the God brings the hammer into our lives to break up those things which do not yield.  The hammer begins with God’s word, but God has many hammers as well.  There is the hammer of finances, the hammer of sickness, the hammer of loneliness, the hammer of sorrow and God knows just which hammer to use.  If in His working of us He finds those things which should not be in us, he removes them.  If he finds sinful habits, anger, bitterness, harshness, immorality, laziness, unfaithfulness or anything else that should not be in a vessel fit for God’s service, He begins to remove it.  It may be near the surface and easily dealt with or it may be deep with our character but God never stops probing trying to rid His vessels of those things which could make the unfit.

2.
God's Plan

a)
As the potter works upon the wheel, he has in mind what he will make of the clay of the shapeless worthless clay.  It may be a vase, or cup, or a bowl or a basket, only the potter knows how he will make the shapeless clay into a vessel or worth and beauty.

b)
As God works our lives, He also has a plan in mind.  Some are being fashioned for one task and some for others.  Some are being prepared to go to the furthest ends of the earth, others for service right here.  Some are being prepared to lead churches, others to lead families, others to lead friends to Christ, but all are being formed by God’s hands with His purpose in mind.

3.
God’s Goal Revealed in Scripture

b)
Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ

c)
A goal of maturity and living for God and living for others

d)
To achieve this goal we must be willing to let God shape us.

C.
Illustration: Peter made pastor, Thomas, Apostles after Pentecost. Personal Testimony

D.
Transition:  Not all allow God to have His way

II.
 Man’s Desire  Jer 18:12-17

A.
Israel’s Choice

1.
Israel chooses her own way. vs. 12

a)
There is no hope (It is too late, we are going to be punished)

b)
We will do all the evil our heart imagines. (so we might as well sin as much as we can)

2.
God says Israel is unbelievable stupid. vs 13-17

a)
Even Gentiles knew better

b)
leave cold pure water for strange waters.

c)
worthless idol instead of living God.

d)
stumbled on small footpaths instead of a highway.

e)
chose God's wrath instead of His help.

B.
How do we respond to God's hand?

1.
Are we ever proud of our stupidity?

a)
"I know what's best for me, I don't care what God says."

b)
Our way in salvation and discovers hell as their final destination.

c)
Our way in lifestyle and in the end all they have is emptiness.

d)
Our way in finances and are burdened until they break.

e)
Our way in marriages and find bondage instead of blessing.

2.
Scripture Proverbs 10:17; 12:15; 14:12

a)
10:17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.

b)
12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

c)
14:12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

C.
Illustration: Moron in the circle

1.
Moron laughs because he stepped out of the circle while his car is being destroyed.

2.
We're overjoyed that we step our of God's circle of guidance, while our world, our life even our soul is mangled and mutilated by our own choices and rejection of God.

III.
God’s Destruction  Jer 19:1-2, 10-12

A.
God shatters Israel

1.
Jeremiah again uses a pot but shatters it instead of repairs it.

a)
The difference is in the pot.

b)
Once it was soft and pliable, but now it was hard and unyielding, beyond correction.

2.
The valley of Tophet, was a place of child sacrifice

a)
Hinnom became Gehenna the city dump and a symbol for hell.

b)
To the Jew of Jeremiah's day a place of great holiness, but would become a place of shame and horror.

B.
Hard hearts or soft souls?

1.
The potter never destroys a pot until it has become hardened.  As long as it is pliable he can continue to remake it.

2.
Are we hardened against God's desire for us?

a)
by indifference

b)
by tragedy

c)
by neglect

d)
by choice.

3.
If we do not change our best hopes, will become our greatest shame.

a)
Pots aren't people, we can become soft again.

b)
Repentance begins with you

4.
Is 1:18-20 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:  20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken [it].

5.
Ps 136:1-26 26 verses 26 times He says, "His mercy endureth forever."

C.
Illustration: Newspaper Clipping “Minefee Sentenced”

D.
Conclusion: Will you yield to God's design for you?

1.
God has a plan, a design for you.  Where are you in that plan.  He desires to see you held forever in His own arms.  He plans for a future of joy and peace in heaven.  He has a design for you as a growing, loving child of God.  If you don't you've become inflexible hard, unable to let God speak to your heart.

2.
It's not too late, God is still calling still reaching our.  Let your pray be, "God soften my heart, let me feel your Spirit, let me hear your word, let me grow in your fellowship."  And then, "Lord, remake me.  Shape me to be what you want me to be.  A vessel that brings honor and glory to Him."

Adelaide A. Poll­ard, 1907. Pollard be­lieved the Lord want­ed her in Af­ri­ca as a missionary, but she was unable to raise funds to go. In an uncertain state of mind, she attended a prayer meeting, where she heard an elderly woman pray, “It’s all right, Lord. It doesn’t matter what You bring into our lives, just have Your own way with us.” At home that night, she wrote this hymn.
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.

Mold me and make me after Thy will,

While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!

Search me and try me, Master, today!

Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now,

As in Thy presence humbly I bow.

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!

Wounded and weary, help me, I pray!

Power, all power, surely is Thine!

Touch me and heal me, Savior divine.

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!

Hold o’er my being absolute sway!

Fill with Thy Spirit ’till all shall see

Christ only, always, living in me.

Other Illustrations

Chosen Vessel

The Master was searching for a vessel to use;

On the shelf there were many - which one would He choose?

“Take me”, cried the gold one, “I’m shiny and bright,

I'm of great value and I do things just right.

My beauty and lustre will outshine the rest

And for someone like You, Master, gold would be the best!”

The Master passed on with no word at all;

He looked at a silver urn, narrow and tall;

“I’ll serve You, dear Master, I'll pour out Your wine

And I'll be at Your table whenever You dine,

My lines are so graceful, my carvings so true,

And my silver will always compliment You.”

Unheeding the Master passed on to the brass,

It was widemouthed and shallow, and polished like glass.

“Here! Here!” cried the vessel, “I know I will do,

Place me on Your table for all men to view.”

“Look at me”, called the goblet of crystal so clear,

“My transparency shows my contents so dear,

Though fragile am I, I will serve You with pride,

And I'm sure I'll be happy in Your house to abide.”

The Master came next to a vessel of wood,

Polished and carved, it solidly stood.

“You may use me, dear Master”, the wooden bowl said,

“But I'd rather You used me for fruit, not for bread!”

Then  the Master looked down and saw a vessel of clay.

Empty and broken it helplessly lay.

No hope had the vessel that the Master might choose,

To cleanse and make whole, to fill and to use.

“Ah!  This is the vessel I've been hoping to find,

I will mend and use it and make it all Mine.”

“I need not the vessel with pride of its self;

Nor the one who is narrow to sit on the shelf;

Nor the one who is big mouthed and shallow and loud;

Nor one who displays his contents so proud;

Not the one who thinks he can do all things just right;

But this plain earthy vessel filled with My power and might.”

Then gently He lifted the vessel of clay.

Mended and cleansed it and filled it that day.

Spoke to it kindly.  “There’s work you must do,

Just pour out to others as I pour into you.” -Unknown.

Biblical Laws for Kids From “Laws for the Household”  by Ian Frasier 

Laws of Eating at the Table

When you have drunk, let the empty cup then remain upon the table, and do not bite it upon its edge and by your teeth hold it to your face in order to make noises in it sounding like a duck: for you will be sent away.

When you chew your food, keep your mouth closed until you have swallowed, and do not open it to show your brother or your sister what is within; I say to you, do not so, even if your brother or your sister has done the same to you.

Eat your food only; do not eat that which is not food; neither seize the table between your jaws, nor use the raiment of the table to wipe your lips.

I say again to you, do not touch it, but leave it as it is.

And when you are seated in your high chair or in a chair such as a greater person might use, keep your legs and feet below you as they were.  Neither raise up your knees nor place your feet upon the table, for that is an abomination to me.


Yes, even when you have an interesting bandage to show, your feet upon the table are an abomination and worthy of rebuke.


Drink your milk as it is given you, neither use it on any utensils, nor fork, nor knife, nor spoon, for this is not what they are for.  If you will dip your blocks in the milk and lick it off you will be sent away.


And though your stick of carrot does indeed resemble a marker, draw not with it upon the table.  And though the pieces of broccoli are very like small trees, do not stand them upright (in your mashed potatoes) to make a forest.


Sit just as I have told you and do not lean to one side or the other, nor slide down until you are nearly slid away.  Heed me.  For if you sit like that your hair will surely go into the syrup. And now behold, even as I have said, it has come to pass.

Laws pertaining to dessert.


For we judge between the plate that is clean and the plate that is unclean.  Saying first, that if the plate is clean then you shall have dessert, but of the unclean plate the laws are these; If you have eaten most of your meat and two bites of your peas, with each bite consisting of not less than three peas each, or a total of six peas, eaten where I can see, and you have also eaten enough of your potatoes to fill two forks, both forkfuls eaten where I can see, then you shall have dessert.


But, if you eat a lesser number of peas, and yet you eat the potatoes, still you shall not have dessert.  And if you eat the peas, yet leave the potatoes uneaten you shall not have desert, no, not even a small portion thereof.


And if you try to deceive by moving the potatoes and the peas around with a fork, that it may appear you have eaten what you have not, you will fall into iniquity and I will know, and you shall have no dessert.

The Laws on Screaming


Do not scream.  It is as if you scream all the time.   If you are given a plate on which two foods you do not wish to touch each other are touching each other, your voice rises up even to the ceiling, while you point to the offense with the finger of your right hand; but I say to you, scream not, only remonstrate gently with the server, that the server may correct the fault.

If you receive a portion of fish from which every piece of herbal seasoning has not been scraped off and the herbal seasoning is loathsome to you, and steeped in vileness, again I say to you, refrain from screaming.


Though the vileness overwhelm you and cause you to faint unto death, make not that sound from within your throat.  Neither cover your face nor press your fingers to your nose, for even if I have not made the fish as it should be, behold, I eat it myself.  Yet, I do not die.

Laws of Forbidden Places

Of the beasts of the field, and of the fishes of the sea, and of all foods that are acceptable in my sight you may eat, but not in the living room.

Of the hoofed animals, broiled or ground into burgers, you may eat, but not in the living room.  Of the cloven-hoofed animal, plain or with cheese, you may eat, but not in the living room.  Of the cereal grains, of the corn and of the wheat and of the oats, and of all the cereals that are of bright colour and unknown provenance you may eat, but not in the living room.  Of quiescently frozen dessert and of all frozen after-meal treats you may eat, but absolutely not in the living room.

Of the juices and other beverages, yes, even of those in sippy-cups, you may drink, but not in the living room, neither may you carry such therein.

Indeed, when you reach the place where the living room carpet begins, of any food or beverage there you may not eat, neither may you drink.

But if you are sick, and are lying down and watching something, then may you eat in the living room.

Concerning Face and Hands

 Cast your countenance upward to the light, and lift your eyes to the hills, that I may more easily wash you off.  For the stains are upon you; even to the very back of your head, there is rice thereon.

And in the breast pocket of your garment, and upon the tie of your shoe, rice and other fragments are distributed in a manner wonderful to see.

Only hold yourself still; hold still, I say.  Give each finger in its turn for my examination thereof, and also each thumb.  Lo, how iniquitous they appear.

What I do is as it must be; and you shall not go hence until I have done.

Various Other Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances

Bite not, lest you be cast into quiet time.  Neither drink of your own bath water, nor of the bath water of any kind; nor rub your feet on bread, even if it be in the package; nor rub yourself against cars, not against any building; nor eat sand.

Leave the cat alone, for what has the cat done, that you should so afflict it with tape?  And hum not the humming in your nose as I read, nor stand between the light and the book.  Indeed, you will drive me to madness.

Nor forget what I said about the tape.

Father is Sovereign


Ye shall remember that I am that I am.  Before after and until you are 21.  Hear me then and hear me now and avoid me in my wrath, oh children of me.

Just like a child being taught to eat by a parent, sometimes it’s good to be reminded that we have someone over us who is trying to make something good and better out of us then what we are.  So that we don’t wind up as spoiled little children covered in our own mess.

John Newton, Amazing Grace

In 1502, in Florence Italy there was a large block of marble given to a church in Santa Maria, the church immediately hired who they thought was a professional to sculpt this enormously huge piece of rock. The man was not a professional and soon after commencing this great task the man drilled a whole right at the bottom destroying this magnificent piece of marble, so that the church decided just to drape a huge sheet over it not knowing what else to do, since it had been damaged beyond recognition and repair. A certain man, Michaelangelo caught word of this large stone and how it had been destroyed, so out of curiousity he went to check it out and thought “Hey, I think I can do something here.” After a time he began work and sculpted; and what was once thought to be a lost cause became one of the greatest statutes of David ever built. There are people today who feel like that gigantic slab of marble, things have been done to them and something is broken inside. But in the capable hands of the Lord, they can be molded into all that Jesus has called them to be. (by Jeffrey Poms)
  It is our choices . . . that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities. - J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, in Christianity Today, "Reflections," Vol. 44, no. 8
   I like the spirit of men like S.L. Potter, a La Mesa, California, resident who bungee jumped for the first time at age one hundred! Potter's children, ages sixty-eight to seventy-four, were vehemently opposed to the leap, but Potter climbed a 210-foot tower and successfully executed his jump. His first words when he got off the cord? "Give me back my teeth!"

   - Ed Young, Been There. Done That. Now What?, Broadman, 1994, p. 189.

The tendency is strong to say, "O God won't be so stern as to expect me to give up that!" but he will; "He won't expect me to walk in the light so that I have nothing to hide," but he will; "He won't expect me to draw on his grace for everything," but he will. 

   Oswald Chambers (1874-1917)

   God uses broken things. It takes broken soil to produce a crop, broken clouds to give rain, broken grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength. It is the broken alabaster box that gives forth perfume--it is Peter, weeping bitterly, who returns to greater power than ever. 

   Vance Havner

  I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please, not enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a snooze in the sunshine. I don't want enough of him to make me love a black man or pick beets with a migrant. I want ecstasy, not transformation; I want the warmth of the womb, not a new birth. I want a pound of the Eternal in a paper sack. I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please. - Wilbur Rees, Leadership, Vol. 4, no. 1.
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