The Power of Praise

Text: 2 Chronicles 20

Introduction: 

We are going to learn three sources of power that we as Christians can appropriate and use in our lives.  The first is the power of placing God first, the second is the power of God’s presence and the last is the power of praising God.

Joke: the preacher and the religious horse.

Probable Defeat  2 Chronicles 20:1-5

1 ¶ It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.  2  Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi.  3  And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.  4  And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. 

A. Jehoshaphat cries out to God in the face of defeat

1. Judah was outnumbered and unlikely to win

2. The King doesn’t begin with his generals, he begins with God.

3. One of the greatest Kings since David 

a) He set himself to cleanse the land of idolatry (1 Kings 22:43). 

b) In the third year of his reign he sent out priests and Levites over the land to instruct the people in the law (2 Chr. 17:7-9). 

c) He had this testimony, that “he sought the Lord with all his heart” (2 Chr. 22:9). The kingdom of Judah was never more prosperous than under his reign. -Easton’s Bible Dictionary
B. The Power of looking to God first

1. We need power when we are facing defeat but what do we do?

a) We struggle in our own strength first. We expend all our own resources. Then we are defeated 

2. We are defeated because we work in our own strength and don’t first seek God

a) We’re not trusting Him in our finances.  If we did we would give Him the firstfruits of our labors. (lingo: tithes and offerings)

b) We’re not trusting Him in our families.  If we did we would raise our children the way He instructs.  Husbands, We would love our wives as Christ loved the church and wives we would submit to our husbands as unto Christ.  

c) We’re not trusting Him in our workplace.  We dishonor the Lord’s Day.  We think our work life is under different rules than our Christian life.

d) We’re not trusting Him in our personal struggles with sin.

e) We are doing it our way first and when and only when we fail, then  we go looking for God.  If we made God our first priority we wouldn’t have to come to Him as our last resort DKM
f) Jehoshaphat began with God and did not look to himself.

C. Illustration:  We are like the woman who got electricity in her rural farm.

1. The story is told of a Welsh woman who lived in a remote valley in Wales. She went to a great deal of trouble to have electrical power installed in her home. They noticed she didn't use very much electricity at all. In fact, her usage was minuscule. They sent a meter reader out to check on the matter. The man came to the door and said, "We've looked at the amount. Don't you use electricity?" "Oh yes" she said. "We turn it on every night to see how to light our lamps and any time we run out of kerosene and then we switch it off again."    This sounds like the way many Christians apply the power of God in their lives.

Presence of God  2 Chonicles 20: 14-17

4 ¶ Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation;  15  And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.  16  To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.  17  Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you. 

D. Jahaziel tells of God’s presence to fight the battle.

1. I like that name.  I’m going to make my children name the first grandson Jahaziel, we’ll call him, Zeal for short.

2. This Jahaziel had zeal.  He was sensitive to the presence and moving of God.  Therefore, God was able to speak through him and use him to bless the people.

E. The Power of God’s Presence

1. Do we really realize what we have?

2. What more can be given than God’s presence?

3. Scripture:  

a) I will never leave you nor forsake you.  I will come to you Jo14

b) If God be for us who then can be against us Romans 8:30

4. When I become more sensitive to the presence of God I will have greater power in my life.

F. Illustration: LA Dodger and Christian Orel Hershiser sings the Doxology to calm himself between innings of the World Series

1. Wrapping up Johnny Carson's Tonight Show 27th anniversary program was the Doxology, as sung by L.A. Dodger Orel Hershiser. Following last year's World Series, the pitching ace delighted the late night host with a sample of songs he sang to calm himself between innings. Carson recalled that Hershiser, an outspoken Christian, caught him a bit off guard by actually singing the song on the live program, but added that he was "moved" by it. Apparently, Carson chose the taped segment to conclude his prime-time television special.

2. The song of praise was a reminder of God’s presence even in the midst of the World Series.

Power of Praise

20 ¶ And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.  21  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.  22  And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.  23  For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another.  24  And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped.  25  And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 

G. Judah’s Army experiences the Power of Praise.

1. The Kings words “Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper”

2. He took people told them their purpose established the priority and gave them words of praise.

a) People: singers unto the LORD, 

b) Purpose: they should praise the beauty of holiness, 

c) Priority: as they went out before the army, 

(1) How would you like to be in that choir? Talk about making it tough to get people in choir.

(2) Marching in front of the army w/o armor or sword.  Armed only with words of praise.

(3) But the king realized “Praise would precede power.”
d) Praise: and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.

3. When they began to praise God, He fought for them.  The enemy turned their weapons on themselves.  The army came only to spoil.

H. The Power of Praise

1. How can I experience the power of praise?

2. First I must become a person of praise?

a) when praise is done through God in me

(1) Ps 51:15  O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

b) when praise is done with the understanding

(1) 1Co 14:15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.

c) when praise is done with the soul

(1)  Ps 103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name

3. Secondly I must know how it is expressed?

a) Praise Him with my Life

(1) Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:  12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

b)  Praise Him in my heart

(1) Eph 5:19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

c) Praise Him with my Voice

(1) Heb 13:15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

d) Praise Him especially in trials

(1) Ac 16:25  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 

e) Praise Him by praising those around you   

(1) Eph 5:21-6:9

(2) Parents, praise your children

(a) How much did the praise of our parents mean to us as children?  How important was it that they hung our drawings on the fridge?  Or listened to us when we asked questions?  Or made a fuss over the A’s and B’s on our report card.  Or came to our school on parent’s night or our athletic games.

(b) Now how important is it to your child now.

(c) If you ever throw away one of the thousands of scribbles your child makes for you.  You better put in a brown paper bag, put the bag in a box, put the box in concrete and then throw it in the ocean.  Because if the find it in your trash can it will be brought to your attention with the most pitiful eyes you’ve ever seen.  And you’ll hear yourself saying, “I didn’t throw that way it must have fallen there by mistake when I was cleaning up.”

(d) Example: My file of Children’s art.  Lauren finding her artwork in the trash the Stephan finding her newspaper story in the trash.

(3) Husbands praise your wives

(a) Be honest with you.  Some of you husbands should praise them just because they stay with you.  Talk about a work of the Lord.

(b) Tell them they’re beautiful.  They are.  Tell them how much they mean to you.  They do.  Tell them you can’t make it without them.   I know most of you and you can’t.

(4) Wives praise your husbands

(a) Wives you know what I said about husbands well it goes double for you.

(b) It goes double first because it’s true second because men need to know they are looked up to and loved by their family.  If they don’t feel that is true they think they are a failure and may do something stupid to not be a failure.

(5) Bosses praise your employees

(a) I said praise not raise but one may lead to another.

(6) Employees praise your bosses

(a) And maybe you’ll get that raise.  Praise your boss by working “Not with eyeservice  but with heartservice as unto the Lord.”

f) Praise Him most greatly in His house

(1) Jer 17:26  And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house of the LORD. 

4. When these are done then I will begin to realize the power of praise.

a) God’s presence is uncovered 

(1) 2Ch 5:13  It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD;  14  So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God. 

b) God’s power is unsheathed

(1) Ps 106:47  Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise. 

c) God’s Church is unleashed

(1) Ac 2:47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

Conclusion: Praise Him Praise Him by Fanny J Crosby

I. Is it difficult to praise God.  Think for a moment of the author of this song of praise.  Fanny J Crosby.  

1. Blinded as a young child growing up in and living in near poverty married to a man who was also blind.   Yet she had leaned the power of praise.  She once said, “If God gave me a choice of having sight or being made blind.  I would choose blindness.  Why?  Because His face will be the first face I see when I get to heaven.”

Praise Him! praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!

Sing, O Earth, His wonderful love proclaim!

Hail Him! hail Him! highest archangels in glory;

Strength and honor give to His holy Name!

Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children,

In His arms He carries them all day long: 

Refrain

Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness.

Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in joyful song! 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!

For our sins He suffered, and bled, and died.

He our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation,

Hail Him! hail Him! Jesus the Crucified.

Sound His praises! Jesus who bore our sorrows,

Love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong. 

Refrain 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!

Heavenly portals loud with hosannas ring!

Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever.

Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet, and Priest, and King!

Christ is coming! over the world victorious,

Power and glory unto the Lord belong. 

Refrain 

