Overcoming: Knowing God Beats Unknown Future

Text: Gen 18:19    For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

Introduction:  BARBECUING 
Since this is father’s day lets begin by talking about a favorite thing for Fathers to do, Barbecuing. Now then when a man volunteers to do the ’BBQ’ the following chain of events must be put into motion:

1) The woman goes to the store.

2) The woman fixes the salad, vegetables, and dessert.

3) The woman prepares the meat for cooking, places it on a tray along with the necessary cooking utensils, and takes it to the man, who is lounging beside the grill.

4) The man places the meat on the grill.

5) The woman goes inside to set the table and check the vegetables.

6) The woman comes out to tell the man that the meat is burning.

7) The man takes the meat off the grill and hands it to the woman.

8) The woman prepares the plates and brings them to the table.

9) After eating, the woman clears the table and does the dishes.

10) Everyone praises the man and thanks him for his cooking efforts.

11) The man asks the woman how she enjoyed "her night off." And, upon seeing her annoyed reaction, concludes that there’s just no pleasing some women.

I want to challenge our men this morning with something much more important and rewarding than a savory chicken or steak cooked over charcoal briquets with mesquite chips and served with potatoe salad, backed beans and grilled corn on the cob. mmm mmm mmm (Pause) Now what was my subject this morning? Oh yeah. Fathers!


I want you to go to Gen 18:19 our text will be completely in this one verse of scripture. Here we find the reason that God called Abraham to be the father of so many nations and here we also find the reason God has also called us to be great fathers.
I. For I Know Him  Gen 18:19 a

A.  Abraham and God had a personal relationship.

1. Abraham was called "the friend of God."

2. In Genesis  The Lord came down and visited with Abraham on several occasions.
3. Abraham had followed God from Ur to search for a city not built with hands.

4. He had trusted God for a son when he was 100 years old.

5. He had interceded for a city of sinners when God came to destroy it. 
B.  Overcoming Fathers have a deep relationship with God
1. God is not half as interested in what you do for Him, as He is in what we do with Him.

2. God’s desire for us and that which he will bless in a father is a true relationship with Him.
3. Scripture

a) Isa  29:13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:

b) Hosea   6:6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

C. The Official Flower of Father's Day is the Dandelion,

a) because the more it's trampled the more it flourishes.  That's because the root of the dandelion runs deeps holds firmly in the soil it's planted in.   Another characteristic of the dandelion is It is a flower that withers when it is not in full sunlight.  If fathers are to flourish even when trampled on it must  also be because we have a deep and strong root deeply planted in the soil of God's Love and strengthened and energized by the light of the Son of God.  It is this relationship that makes good flowers and good fathers.

II. He Will Command His Children Gen 18:19b

A. God knew Abraham with teach, lead, guide and command his children.

1. Abraham would command, he would instruct, teach and lead, his children and household.

2. God chose Abraham because of this very quality.  Abraham would not fail to be the leader of his family. This was the greatest thing God ever called Abraham to do.

B. Overcoming Fathers lead their children.
1. Once you share a true and deep relationship with God, you realize your God has certain expectations of you. One of the most important is the leadership of your family.
2. Fathers, it is your God given role to be the head of the family.  It is the greatest thing God will ever call you to do.

3. Scripture

a) De   11:19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 20 And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates  21 That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth.

b) Eph 6:4  And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

4. Fathers God expects you to be the physical, emotional and spiritual leader of your home. Many are failing and failing willingly at this task.

a) It is your job to teach your children about God not the preacher’s.

b) It is your job to bring them to church not your wife’s.

c) It is your job to pray with them not just tell them to say their prayes.

d) It is your job to show them God in you before telling them to let Jesus in their hearts.

5. David’s spiritual leadership as Father to Solomon.

a) Scripture 1Chronicles 28:9  And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.

C. Illustration: James Dobson’s Father

1. From Tribute by James Dobson.  “James Dobson's was a man of many intense loves.  His greatest passion was expressed in his live for Jesus Christ.  His very thought and deed were motivated or influenced by his desire to serve his Lord.  And I can truthfully say that we were never together without my being drawn closer to God by being in his presence.  Not because he warned me or chastised me, but because his love for the Lord penetrated and shaped my own attitudes.”
III. I Will Fulfill His Promises Gen 18:19c

A. The result was God's blessing upon Abraham's family.

1. God's blessing to Abraham involved all the world

a) Genesis 12: 2   And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3   And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

2. Through Abraham would come the nation of Israel, through the nation of Israel would come Jesus Christ, the savior of the world.

B. Overcoming Fathers secure God’s blessings for his Children.

1. Fathers always want a better life for their children than they had themselves. If we have a personal, deep relationship with God, if we assume the mantle of spiritual leader for our family then God says that will insure His blessings to our children.

2. What blessing God wants to bestow upon our families if we as fathers will simple follow the example of Abraham.
3. God's Promises

a) Pr 3:1  My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 3  Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: Pr 4  So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 

b) Eph 6:2  Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 

4. David’s desire of God for Solomon
a) 1 Chronicles  29:19 And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and to do all [these things], and to build the palace, [for] the which I have made provision.

C. Illustration:  The father who went to Jesus for healing for his daughter's fever.

1. Mark 5:22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet,  23  And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.  24  And Jesus went with him...

2. This father realized that his daughter's only hope was Jesus.  He went and found him and then brought Jesus to his daughter.  Father's are you bringing the greatest blessing of all into your family?  Are you bringing the Lord with you when you come home?

IV. Conclusion:  

Are you the kind of father that God can use to bless your family?  Do you have a real, personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ?  Are you fulfilling your  responsibilities in being the spiritual leader of your home?  Will your children experience the blessings of God because you were a father who overcame the obstacles?

The following poem was written by Dora Tenenhoff whose father Rick was a New Tribes Missionary kidnapped along with two other missionaries, Dave Mankins and Mark Rich by Columbian terrorists in 1993 and never seen again.
THERE ONCE WAS A MAN....

There once was a man, a man I once knew.

Who told me stories every night, laughed at my jokes, and held me tight.

He told me, "Don't quit!

Always fight the good fight!"

He said, "Love the Lord with all your heart, and serve Him with all your might!"

He begged me, "Do right!"

There once was a man, a man I once knew.

Who taught me how to tie my shoe, and gently smiled at every picture that I drew.

He told me, "When you start something, don't stop until the job is through."

He said, "I love you."

There once was a man, a man I once knew.

I saw him in my dream, and it made me scream, I called out, "Daddy!"

but he told me nothing, He had nothing to say.

For what can you say, When you are far, so very far away?

"Daddy?  I said, then a voice echoed in my head.

I lay quiet and still in my bed.

Again the voice, Your daddy made a choice, a choice to serve Me with all his might, To not give up, to fight the good fight!

He is doing a job for me and is not yet through, so remember: I love you!"

There now is a man, a man I now know He lived and He died to save men from their sin.

He made it possible for us to be born again.

I know because my daddy told me so

And even though he's no longer here, My God will always be near

To fill in the gaps and show me which way to go

I miss my dad so much, But God has a plan.

So for now I'll just wait and watch the work of His Hand.

There once was a man, A man I once knew He's now just a memory slowly fading away.

"Dead or Alive?" you ask, "I don't know." I say.

So I beg you, Please Pray!!

Pray my daddy knows that every night, I whisper, "Daddy, I love you!"

There now is a man, a man I now know.

Every day He becomes more real to me Every day in Him, I grow.

Every day I pray that my love for Him will show I've made a choice, to serve Him with all my might.

To not give up, to fight the good fight.

Here on earth, I may not see my dad again, but that's all right.

'Cause when my life is through, I'll finally hear them both say My child, I love you!!"

V. Other Illustrations

Poem "Fathers Gift" by Merrill Tenney
To you, O son of mine, I cannot give

A vast estate of wide and fertile lands;

But I can keep for you, the whilst I live,

Unstained hands.

I have no blazoned scutcheon that insures

Your path to eminence and worldly fame;

But longer than empty heraldry endures

A blameless name.

I have no treasure chest of gold refined,

No hoarded wealth of clinking, glittering pelf;

I give to you my hand, and heart, and mind-

All of myself.

I can exert no mighty influence

To make a place for you in men's affairs;

But lift to God in secret audience

Unceasing prayers.

I cannot, though I would, be always near

To guard your steps with the parental rod;

I trust your soul to Him who holds you dear,

Your father's God.  -  Merrill Tenney.

A father is a thing that is forced to endure childbirth without an anesthetic.

A father is a thing that growls when it feels good... and always laughs very loud when it's scared half to death.

A father is sometimes accused of giving too much time to his business when the little ones are growing up. That's partly fear too.

Fathers are much more easily frightened than mothers.

A father never feels entirely worthy of the worship in a child's eyes.

He's never quite the hero his daughter thinks...never quite the man his son believes him to be.  This worries him, sometimes.

So he works too hard to try and smooth the rough places in the road for those of his own who will follow him.

A father is a thing that gets very angry when the first school grades aren't as good as he thinks they should be. He scolds his son...though he knows it's the teacher's fault.

A father is a thing that goes to war, sometimes. He learns to swear and shoot and spit through his teeth and would run the other way except that this war is part of his only important job in life...which is making the world better for his child than it has been for him.

Fathers grow old faster than people. Because they, in other wars, have to stand at the train station and wave goodbye to the uniform that climbs aboard...

And while mothers can cry where it shows...fathers have to stand there and beam outside...and die inside.

Fathers have very stout hearts, so they have to be broken sometimes or no one would know what's inside.

Fathers are what give daughters away to other men who aren't nearly good enough...so they can have grandchildren that are smarter than anybody's.

Fathers fight dragons...almost daily. They hurry away from the breakfast table...off to the arena which is sometimes called an office or a workshop.  There, with calloused, practiced hands they tackle the dragon with three heads:  Weariness, Work, and Monotony. And they never quite win the fight but they never give up. Knights in shining armor...fathers in shiny trousers...there's little difference as they march away to each workday.

Fathers make bets with insurance companies about who will live the longest.  Though they know the odds they keep right on betting.  Even as the odds get higher and higher...they keep right on betting...more and more.

But fathers enjoy an earthly immortality...and the bet's paid off to the part of him he leaves behind.

I don't know...  where fathers go...when they die.

But I have an idea that after a good rest...he won't be happy unless there is work to do.

He won't just sit on a cloud and wait for the girl he's loved and the children she's bore.  He'll be busy there, too...repairing the stairs, oiling the pearly gates, improving the streets...smoothing the way.

(Paul Harvey)

   Griffin O'Neal has accused his father, Ryan, of turning him onto cocaine at the age of 13.

   In an explosive interview, a bitter Griffin also charged that his womanizing dad encouraged him to follow in his footsteps when Griffin -- then just 11 -- began having sex.

   Now 23, and the veteran of 2 1/2 years on a drug rehabilitation program, Griffin recalled the day he was introduced to coke 10 years ago.

   "We were going to a movie and Dad said, 'Let's do a little of this to get us through. It's a long film.' He pulled out some coke, and that was that. I'd smoke hashish before that with him.

   There were always drugs in the house. I was an old hand at smoking pot when I was 6.

   Dad would rather I did drugs with him than with some person I didn't know and perhaps get myself killed," he says. "I think he was trying to prepare me for the atmosphere I was going to grow up in.

   Dad never gave me any fatherly advice about sex, because I was 11 going on 30 and I didn't need it. He just said, 'If it feels good, go ahead.'"

   Griffin claims that these days, he gets no advice at all from Ryan. In fact, he says, they haven't spoken for more than a year.

   "He has rejected me and considers me scum," say Griffin. "My own father gave me cocaine and yet he won't take the blame. If he'd given me a stronger fatherly message against drugs, who knows? My life could have been different."

   Griffin -- Ryan's son from his marriage to actress Joanna Moore -- lived with his mother after his parents divorced. But then her own drinking problems drove him to move in with his father.

   "It felt great for a while, but it comes down to the fact that it was all dangerous, all wrong. My father was older and should have known that. The only time he changed his attitude was when I started to do drugs on my own. He realized it was getting out of hand. But he had started it."

   He says his wild behavior was partly caused by sister Tatum's success. She had won an Oscar at 9 for her work in Paper Moon, which she co-starred with their father.

   "I felt like a puppy that wasn't petted," says Griffin. -The Star

   When I was a small boy growing up in Pennsylvania we would often visit my grandparents who lived nine miles away. One night a thick fog settled over the hilly countryside before we started home. I remember being terrified, and asking if we shouldn't be going even slower than we were. Mother said gently, "Don't worry. Your father knows the way." 

   You see, Dad had walked that road when there was no gasoline during the war. He had ridden that blacktop on his bicycle to court Mother. And for years he had made those weekly trips back to visit his own parents. 

   How often when I can't see the road of life, and have felt that familiar panic rising in my heart I have heard the echo of my mother's voice: "Don't worry. Your Father knows the way." 

   --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 201.

1633. An Old Soldier’s Prayer


“Build me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough to know when he is weak, and brave enough to face himself when he is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, and humble and gentle in victory.


“Build me a son whose wishes will not take the place of deeds; a son who will know Thee... and that to know himself is the foundation stone of knowledge.


“Build me a son whose heart will be clear, whose goal will be high, a son who will master himself before he seeks to master other men; one who will reach into the future, yet never forget the past.


“And after all these things are his, add, I pray, enough of a sense of humor, so that he may always be serious, yet never take himself too seriously. Give him humility, so that he may always remember the simplicity of true greatness, the open mind of true wisdom and the meekness of true strength.


“Then I, his father, will dare to whisper, ‘I have not lived in vain.’ ”

—General Douglas A. MacArthur

1034. Patrick Henry’s Will


Patrick Henry is a name known to every school boy. Best known perhaps is his heroic exclamation: “Give me liberty, or give me death!” He was an orator of top rank and also a wise and fearless statesman. He had an active and important role in forming the government of the United States and particularly some of the provisions of the Constitution.


However, he lacked business ability in the sense of building up a personal fortune, so that at his death in 1799, his family was not surprised when they opened his will to read: “This is all the inheritance I can give to my dear family: The religion of Christ will give One which will make them rich indeed.”
6079. Like Father Like Son


A father and son were both very stubborn and would never yield to anybody. One day the father had invited a guest to dinner, and told the son to go into the town and buy some meat. When he had done so, the son was just going through the city gate on his way home when he met another man face to face. Neither would give way, and there they stood, until at length the father went in search of his son. On seeing the boy, he said, “You’d hurry home with the meat. I will take over this fellow.”

—Chinese Humor

  I recently ran across a survey called:  "A Good Father." A group of children had been asked to finish the sentence,  "A good father...." The survey revealed the following list of answers.

 A good father...

   * helps kids learn to ride a bike

   * protects me

   * reads stories to the kids

   * lets my friends come in to play

   * says "don't eat mud"

   * takes me fishing

   * loves

   * disciplines me

   * explains when asked to explain

   * helps me

   * goes to church and Sunday school

   * spends time with me

   * is home a lot

   * holds me

   * listens


   * doesn't go away - Bob Beltz, The Solomon Syndrome, (Fleming H. Revell, 1995), p. 11.
Illustration:  J C Penney's father didn't laugh.

When he was a teenager, J.C. Penney worked for a grocerman in Hamilton, Missouri.  he liked the work and had plans to make a career of it.  One night he came home and proudly told his family about his "foxy" employer.  The grocer had a practice of mixing low quality coffee with the expensive brand and thus increasing his profit.  Jim laughed as he told the story at the supper table.

His father didn't' see anything funny about the practice.  "Tell me," he said, "if the grocer found someone palming off an inferior article to him for  the price of the best, do you think he would think they were just being foxy, and laugh about it?"

Jim's father instructed him to go to the grocer the next day and collect whatever money due him and tell the grocer he wouldn't be working for him any longer.  Jobs were not plentiful, but Mr. Penney world rather his son be unemployed than be associated with a crooked businessman.

A son asked his father some questions about the Bible of which he wasn't too sure he could answer but he was willing to give it a try.  

The son asked, "Who was Noah's wife?"  "Son, that's and easy one, her name was Joan.  You know Joan of Arc."

"Daddy, the preacher preached about Sodom and Gomorah, what was that."  "Sodom and Gomorah were man and wife.  You know like Dan and Beersheba."

"Okay, just one more then, what was the Tower of Babel?  "Oh, well that was the place where Solomon kept his wives."


It's not easy having all the right answers as a Dad.  We all could use some help some advice.  Dad, if you could sit down and talk with God, the Heavenly Father, what would He tell you about how to succeed as a Dad?
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