Overcoming: Courage Beats Fear

Text: 1 Samuel 17

Introduction:  


Joke: Last Good Deed


Joke: At least we can still drive

I. Faith Produces Courage  1 Samuel 17:3-11

A. Fear: The Israelites fear Goliath.

1. Stands 9'6" tall, his chain mail weighs 125 lbs, his spear head 15 lbs.

2. His challenge causes fear among the Israelites.

3. The Philistines are the former masters of the Israel.  Through fear they are still dominating them.

4. Yet David will not be cowered. He steps forward willing to stand against the giant.
a) He knew God's promises to his nation were true. vs 26

b) Israel was God's people, God's nation

c) They shared a unique and special relationship based upon God's word or promise to them as his people.

d) This goes all the way back to Abraham's covenant that God promised he would fulfill through Abraham's descendants. 

B. Overcoming Obstacles begins with Courage, and courage to the Christian is based on faith. 
1. Faith that is not subjective but objective.

a) Subjective is by feeling or open to personal interpretation.

b) Objective means it can be measured and seen by others.  

c) Subjective faith depends on how much I feel "faith."

d) Objective faith says, "I don't feel courageous but because I trust God, I will do what He tells me to do.  I will act because God has promises that will be true as I act."

e) If you really know who you believe, really know who you are and really know why you’re here then you will overcome. Just like Israel, you have special relationship to God, special promises from God and a special commission under God. That is more than enough to give us courage.
2. Scripture 

a) Romans 8:15-17
 He is our father

b) Ro 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

c) Joshua 1:9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee wherever thou goest.

d) 2Tim 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

3. Quote: Hudson Taylor, the great missionary to China, said, "Many Christians estimate difficulty in the light of their own resources, and thus they attempt very little, and they always fail. All giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on His power and His presence to be with them."

4. Do you believe these promises?  Will you simply and truly take God at his word?  

a) Then let the battle begin, God is with us!

C. Illustration:  Elisha asks God to allow his servant to see those on their side
.

1. We need to see God on our side and the fear will not be able to stop us. 
II. Experience Produces Confidence Samuel 17:33-
40
A. David uses weapons he is sure of.

1. David's confidence was based upon previous battles he had fought.
2. He fought lions and bears in God's power alone.
3. His former battles as a shepherd had taught him the best stones for the fight.
B. What weapons will you use to overcome obstacle in your life?

1. To win your battles you must be confident in the weapons you will use.
2. This only happens as you gain experience in other battles using your weapons. 
3. Moses had his staff, Aaron had his rod, David had his sling, Gideon had his trumpet, and you have your Bible.  Can you use it? Do you have confidence in it and in your ability with it? 
a) Can you open up one passage and show someone how to be saved? Can you turn to a verse that shows how to be baptized?

b) Can you turn to a scripture that teaches the priesthood of the believer? Can you find the place where missions are sent out through the local church?

c) Can you show the difference between Jesus Christ and Mohammed? Can you show that Mormonism and Jehovah Witnesses are cults? Can you show the Bible has no room for evolution?

4. Scripture: 1Pe 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

C. Illustration:  Joke: Maurice Ledbetter and the Watermelon bet
D. Transition:  If we have the courage to stand and fight. If we have confidence in the weapons we will use, then we will see victory just as David did.
III. Faithful Courage Produces Victory 1 Samuel 17:41-53

A. David overcomes by faithful obedience.

1. Goliath stands in his own power vs 43-44

2. But David stands in God's power vs 45-47

B. Victory comes in God's power.

1. Are you trying to defeat Satan in your own power?

a) He will trick you like he did Eve, he will blind you like he did Samson, he will afflict you like he did Job, he will scare you like he did Peter when he looked at the waves and wind.

b) You can't beat Satan so you better join Jesus.

2. The power of God is on your side.

a) By God's power you'll run all day like Elijah, you'll overcome unbeatable opponents like Gideon, you'll cross great blockades like Moses, you'll walk across the waters of your fears like Peter because Jesus is walking with you.

3. Scripture 
a) 1Jo 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

b) Php 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me.

IV. Conclusion

A. What giants are you facing this morning?  What obstacle do you need to overcome?  What battles are you afraid to even face?  

1. Don't fear, refuse to let Satan paralyze you, trust in God.

2. Believe this morning show your faith.  The victory can be yours but you must begin the fight.

3. Know your weapons.  Read this book, look for God to speak to you through it's pages.

4. Prepare for the battle now.  If you wait till the fight begins you'll be caught picking up stone when you should have been flinging them.

5. Find God's fulfillment.  Grasp victory over sin, victory over Satan, victory of fear, victory over the doubters.

6. Say with David, "The Lord does not save with sword and spear, for the battle is the Lords and he will give you into our hands."

V. Other Illustrations:

BAYONET... A soldier had lost his bayonet and whittled one from wood so he could stand inspection. He was hoping not to be discovered until the regiment had gone into battle where he could pick up one from a dead soldier. At an inspection, an officer asked to see his bayonet. The soldier stated " Sir, I promised my father I would never unsheathe my bayonet unless I intended to kill with it." The Officer insisted he hand over the bayonet. Taking it out, the Soldier looked skyward and declared " May the Lord change this bayonet to wood for breaking my vow."

 Preacher and the Ruffian.

A man who was a lumberjack up in the Northwest Territories heard the Gospel and got saved.  Before too long he had also surrendered to the ministry.  He was what you would call a big ol’ boy. The lumber company was sorry to lose him because he was one of their best and strongest men. 

He took a small church up in the mountains and became a fiery preacher against the sins he had seen in the lumber camps.  This didn’t make him popular with the local sinners.  One day one of the local bullies decided he had had enough and he rode his horse up to the little mountain church.  He found the preacher working in the church yard.  He rode right up to him jumped off his horse and cussed him then challenged him to fight.  The big ol boy preacher camly grabbed the ruffian by the back of the neck and the seat of the pants, lifted him in the air and dropped him on the other side of a six foot, wooden fence that ran along side the church yard.  

In a moment an eye appeared looking through one of the knot holes in the fence and a meek voice called out, “Now Preacher, if you’ll don’t mind handing me my horse over this here fence I’ll be on my way.”

Big Union Soldier

The biggest man in the Union Army was Capt. David Van Buskirk of the 27th Indiana Regiment who stood 6 feet 11 inches and weighed 380 pounds. He was captured in 1862 and was sent to a Richmond Prison where a Confederate entrepreneur put him on exhibit. Even Confederate President Jeff Davis came to see him and was astounded when the impish Van Buskirk claimed that back home in Bloomington Indiana, "when I was at the train station with my company , my six sisters came to say goodbye. As I was standing there, with my company, they all came up to me, leaned down and kissed me on top of the head."

  In his book Fuzzy Memories, Jack Handey writes: 

   There used to be this bully who would demand my lunch money every day. Since I was smaller, I would give it to him. Then I decided to fight back. I started taking karate lessons. But then the karate lesson guy said I had to start paying him five dollars a lesson. So I just went back to paying the bully.

  When Honorius was emperor of Rome, about the year A.D. 400, the great Coliseum of Rome was often filled to overflowing with spectators. These had come from far and near to view the state games. Part of the sport consisted in watching as human beings battled with wild beasts or against one another until one or the other was killed. The assembled multitude made Roman holiday of such sport and found its highest delight in the death of a human being. It was on such a day when the vast crowd was watching the contest that a Syrian monk by the name of Telemachus stood up in the vast arena. Telemachus was torn by the utter disregard for the value of human life and so he leaped into the arena in the midst of the gladiatorial show and cried out, "This thing is not right! This thing must stop!" Because he was interfering with their pleasure, the authorities gave the command for Telemachus to be run through with a sword, which was done. Thus he died, but dying he kindled a flame in the hearts and consciences of thinking persons. History records that because of this within a few months the gladiatorial combats began to decline and very shortly they passed from history. Why? Because one man dared to speak out for what he felt was right. -James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) pp. 126-127.

In June l955, Winston Churchill, who was then near the end of his life, was asked to give a commencement address at a British University.  At this time he was physically infirm; he had to be helped to the podium.  Then he held on to the podium for what seemed an interminable amount of time.  He stood with his head down but then finally raised that great leonine head of his, and the voice that years before had called Britain back from the brink of destruction sounded publicly for the last time in history. 

   "Never give up.  Never give up.  Never give up."  With that, Churchill turned and went back to his seat.  I'm told there was silence, and then, as if one person, the whole audience rose to applaud him, because he was a man whose life and words were together. Again and again throughout Churchill's political career, he had known setbacks.  Three times, his career apparently was over, he was sent off to oblivion, and yet somehow he had a sense that there was still something left after the worst. - John Claypool, Birmingham, Alabama.  Leadership,

�	A guy arrives at the pearly gates, waiting to be admitted.  St. Peter is reading through the Big Book to see if the guy's  name is written in it.  After several minutes, St. Peter closes  the book, furrows his brow, and says, "I'm sorry, I don't see  your name written in the Book."


	"How current is your copy?" he asks.


	"I get a download every ten minutes," St. Peter replies, "why do you ask?"


	"I'm embarrassed to admit it, but I was always the stubborn type.  It was not until my death was imminent that I cried  out to God, so my name probably hasn't arrived to your copy yet."


	"I'm glad to hear that," Pete says, "but while we're waiting for the update to come through, can tell me about a really good deed that you did in your life?"


	The guys thinks for a moment and says, "Humm, well there was this one time when I was driving down a road and I saw a group of biker gang members harassing this poor girl.  I slowed down, and sure enough, there they were, about 20 of them harassing this poor woman.  Infuriated, I got out my car, grabbed a tire  iron out of my trunk, and walked up to the leader of the gang.  He was a huge guy; 6-foot-4, 260 pounds, with a studded leather  jacket and a chain running from his nose to his ears.  As  I walked up to the leader, the bikers formed a circle around  me and told me to get lost or I'd be next."


	"So I ripped the leader's chain out of his face and smashed  him over the head with the tire iron.  Then I turned around  and yelled to the rest of them, "Leave this poor innocent  girl alone!  You're all a bunch of SICK, deranged animals!  Go home before I really teach you a lesson in PAIN!"


	St. Peter, duly impressed, says "Wow!  When did this happen?"


	"About three minutes ago."








�At a nursing home in Florida, a resident group was discussing the giant ailments in their lives.


	"My arms are so weak I can hardly lift this cup of coffee."


	"Yes, I know my cataracts are so bad I can’t even see my coffee."


	"I can’t turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck!"


	"My Blood pressure pills make me dizzy."


	"Well, I guess that’s just the price we pay for getting old."


	Everyone agreed, except one woman who said,  "Well, it’s not that bad!  Thank God, we can all still drive!"








�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  3  And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side: and [there was] a valley between them.  4  And there went out a champion from the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height [was] six cubits and a span.  5  And [he had] an helmet of brass upon his head, and he [was] armed with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat [was] five thousand shekels of brass.  6  And [he had] greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders.  7  And the staff of his spear [was] like a weaver's beam; and his spear's head [weighed] six hundred shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield went before him.  8  And he stood and cried to the armies of Israel, and said to them, Why have ye come out to set [your] battle in array? [am] not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me.  9  If he shall be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants: but if I shall prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  26  And David spoke to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who [is] this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?  27  And the people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that killeth him.  28  And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why camest thou down here? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art come down that thou mayest see the battle.  29  And David said, What have I now done? [Is there] not a cause?  30  And he turned from him toward another, and spoke after the same manner: and the people answered him again after the former manner.  31 And when the words were heard which David spoke, they reported [them] before Saul: and he sent for him.  32  And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.











�15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.


16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:


17 ¶  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.








�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��15  And when the servant of the man of God had risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host surrounding the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?  16  And he answered, Fear not: for they that [are] with us [are] more than they that [are] with them.  17  And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain [was] full of horses and chariots of fire around Elisha.








�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  33  And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou [art but] a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.  34  And David said to Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock:  35  And I went after him, and smote him, and delivered [it] out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught [him] by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.  36  Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.  37  David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said to David, Go, and the LORD be with thee.  38  And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.  39  And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he tried to go; for he had not proved [it]. And David said to Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved [them]. And David put them off from him. 40 ¶ And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a bag; and his sling [was] in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine.














�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  41  And the Philistine advanced and drew near to David; and the man that


 bore the shield [went] before him.  42  And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.  43  And the Philistine said to David, [Am] I a dog, that thou comest to me with staffs? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.  44  And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh to the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.  45  Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.  46  This day will the LORD deliver thee into my hand; and I will smite thee, and take thy head from thee; and I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.  47  And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle [is] the LORD'S, and he will give you into our hands.  48 ¶ And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew near to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.  49  And David put his hand in his bag, and took from there a stone, and slung it with his sling, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.  50  So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but [there was] no sword in the hand of David.  51  Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of its sheath, and slew him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled.  52  And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, to the entrance of the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even to Gath, and to Ekron.  53  And the children of Israel returned from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered their tents.








