Jesus: Worship in Truth and Spirit
Text: John 4:20-24

Introduction: Three Texans go across the Rio Grande to Mexico one night, get knee-walking drunk and wake up in jail the next morning...only to learn that they are to be executed that same day, although none can remember what they had done the night before.
The 1st Texan is strapped into the electric chair, and asked if he has any last words?  He says, "I am a graduate of the Baylor University School of Divinity, and I believe in the power of almighty God to intervene on behalf of the innocent." They throw the switch, and nothing happens, so the Mexicans figure God must not want this man to die, and they set him free.
The second Texan is strapped-in, and in response to the same question replies, "I am a graduate of the University Of Texas School Of Law, and I believe that justice will prevail." Again, they throw the switch, and again nothing happens.  The Mexicans figure that the law is on this guy's side, so they let him go too.

The third guy is strapped-in, and say's, "Well, I'm a Texas Aggie Electrical Engineer, and I'll tell y'all right now  ...you ain't going to electrocute nobody if you don't connect them two wires."
I. Warped Worship vs. 20-24

A. The Samaritan Woman’s Question and Jesus’ Answer
1. Samaritan Worship

a) They had good intentions, they were sincerity, and had fervor but they were wrong.
b) Wrong place: Our fathers worshipped on this mountain.
c) Wrong reason: An act of rebellion led by Jeroboam 1000’s of years ago.
d) Wrong God: Established Golden Calf worship on two mountains in the north and south of the country.

2. Jewish Worship
a) It was based on the truth, holding to the letter of the law but formal, filled with ritual and legalism.  
b) It was true in its form but dead in its spirit.

3. Scripture: Matthew 23:23-28
 

B. What about my worship?

1. Is it Dead Orthodoxy or Empty Emotionalism

2. Her question was like us asking, Who is right, the Catholic with their formalism and ritual or the Charismatics with their anything goes emotionalism?
3. Jesus answer was they are both wrong, they both miss the point of true worship.

4. Quote  Worship is the missing jewel in modern Evangelicalism.  We're organized, we work, we have our agencies.  We have almost everything, but there's one thing that the churches, even the gospel churches, do not have:  that is the ability to worship.  We are not cultivating the art of worship.  It's the shining gem that is lost to the modern church, and I believe that we ought to search for this until we find it.- A. W. Tozer, The Missing Jewel of the Evangelical Church (Harrisburg: Christian Publishers, 1961), p. 1.

5. Maybe its time we began to reevaluate our own church when it comes to worshipping God.
C. Illustration: How to know you may be in the wrong church

D. Transition: What is the answer then?

1. How can I avoid this dilemma?  How can I not fall into ritualism or jump into emotional emptiness?  I must know true worship!
II. True Worship

A. Jesus said that the elements of true worship were two, spirit and truth.

1. The hour comes and now is.  In just a few moments this woman would have the opportunity to worship Jesus as she never had worshipped before.

2. He is going to tell her that He is the Messiah and she will discover what it is to worship, not in Jerusalem or in that Mountain but face to face with her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
3. Jesus tells here that the Father seeks those who worship in spirit and in truth to worship him.

a) She sincerely desires the living water and now Jesus has given her the truth.

b) All that remains is for her to realize she is meeting with God through Jesus His Son and Messiah.
B. Are you ready to truly meet with God?  

1. Do you truly understand what worship is? 

a) It is not the music, it is not the preaching, it is not the experience of going to Church but the experience of meeting and being with God.

b) All the elements of worship are there to focus our hearts and minds on God, but they are not the purpose of worship but only the means of worship.
c) Before you come to church each Sunday morning you should take the time to prepare yourself to meet with God. Then instead of being upset about the music, bored with the preaching or angry at a fellow child of God, you will worship.  You will be ready to meet God face to face. 

d) Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-4
 Have you ever experience that? Perhaps its because you never prepared yourself to really worship God.

e) Scripture: Psalm 63:1-
6 When was the last time you saw God’s power and glory in the sanctuary? When was the last time you came looking to meet God in this sanctuary? 
2. Is your worship based on the two elements Jesus said must be there?  

3. In Spirit, 
a) Is your attitude, motivation and emotions given to God? Are they responding in the way He would have?
b) Spirit of Love, 1 John 4:7-13

c) Spirit of Unity, Eph 4:13-16

d) Spirit of Freedom, Col 2:20-22

e) Spirit of excitement, zeal, 2 Corinthians 9:2

4. Quote: William Loyd Garrison
 “Mountains of Ice to Melt”
5. In Truth

a) Spirit without Truth is empty emotionalism. 

b) It is not just empty it is dangerous to the soul.

c) Examples 

(1) Church Truth

(2) Salvation Truth

6. Jesus' answer is not what she or we expected.  

a) God is spirit, and they that worship Him must worship him in spirit (emotion) and truth (doctrine).  

b) Get your eyes off religion, off rituals and ruts and put them on God.

c) It is God we are to worship and He desires worship that is both spiritually and doctrinally right.
7. Jesus said, “the Father seeketh such to worship him.”

a) You know why your worship is not fulfilled, why we leave church feeling like we missed something?  It’s because God wasn’t seeking us to worship Him because we were not prepared to worship in Spirit and Truth. 

b) I want to be found of God in this sancturary. I want to be used of God in this pulpit and I refuse to let dead orthodoxy, dead ritualism substitute for the Spirit. I refuse to let empty emotionalism and flash ceremony substitute for truth.

c) Jesus said these must be together and then I would meet with God. I will worship in spirit and in truth.
C. Illustration: Jim Elliot’s Diary
I walked out to the hill just now. It is exalting, delicious. To stand embraced by the shadows of a friendly tree with the wind tugging at your coattail and the heavens hailing your heart, to gaze and glory and to give oneself again to God, what more could a man ask? 

Oh, the fullness, pleasure, sheer excitement of knowing God on earth. I care not if I never raise my voice again for Him, if only I may love Him, please Him. Mayhap, in mercy, He shall give me a host of children that I may lead through the vast star fields to explore His delicacies whose fingers' ends set them to burning. But if not, if only I may see Him, smell His garments, and smile into my Lover's eyes, ah, then, not stars, nor children, shall matter--only Himself.  - Jim Elliot in The Journals of Jim Elliot; entry of January 16, 1951.  Christianity Today, Vol. 39,  no. 7.

III. Conclusion: Have you met with God this morning? 

A. If you have not then you haven’t been to worship. 

1. You may have come to His House. You may have sung His hymns and song. You may have even heard his Word, but you have not worshipped until you have met God face to face. 

IV. Other Illustrations:

     They bring their bodies to the house of prayer but not their souls. They worship with their mouths but not in spirit and in truth.

   They are sticklers for early morning communion with God but they take no thought about keeping their hearts with all diligence.

   They boast of their orthodoxy but disregard the precepts of Christ.

   Multitudes of professing Christians abstain from external acts of violence, yet hesitate not to rob their neighbors of a good name by spreading evil reports against them.

   They contribute regularly to the church but shrink not from misrepresenting their goods and cheating their customers persuading themselves that business is business.

   They have more regard for the laws of man than those of God for his fear is not before their eyes.- Arthur Pink
One writer notes that:

   Worship in our time has been captured by the tourist mindset. Worship is understood as a visit to an attractive site to be made when we have adequate leisure. For some it is a weekly jaunt to church. For others, occasional visits to special services. Some, with a bent for Christian entertainment and sacred diversion, plan their lives around special events like retreats, rallies and conferences. We go to see a new personality, to hear a new truth, to get a new experience and so, somehow, expand our otherwise humdrum lives. We'll try anything -- until something else comes along.

The current phrase "worship experience" merely serves to confuse us.  Those who worship with the expectation that the act ought to generate certain experiences for them will undoubtedly have many experiences.  But they will probably not be the sorts of experiences that Christian worship offers to those who seek only the face of God through song and prayer, preaching and sacrament.  

   Liturgists can generate many powerful experiences, but when experience is the aim, this becomes cheap theater at best and manipulation at worst.  Both are repulsive substitutes for an encounter with the power of the living God.  - Mark Horst in the Christian Century (Nov. 11, 1987).  Christianity Today, Vol. 34, no. 16.

  Worship brings all kinds of responses, as I observed in church recently. An elderly woman was standing with eyes closed and hands raised in prayer and praise. The three-year-old standing in the pew in front of her turned around and gave her a high-five! - Jennifer Smith, Fort Gratiot, Michigan.  Christian Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom."

Henry Ward Beecher was a great pastor of yesteryear.  He had to be absent from the pulpit once Sunday, and so he asked his brother Thomas Beecher to fill in.  When many of the folks saw that the famous Henry Beecher was not going to be preaching that Sunday.....they begin to leave.  


Undisturbed, Thomas simply said......would those who came to worship Henry Ward Beecher please leave, but those who came to worship God please be seated.
�20  Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.








�20  Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.











�23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 24  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 25  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.  27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. 28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.





�The scripture lesson is on "Jonah the Shepherd Boy and His Ark of Many Colors."


The choir performs "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" - as a rap or a polka! 


It's over 110 degrees outside, and the pastor hasn't approved turning on the air conditioning yet.


The sign out front says "Church-Lite: Home of the original ten minute Sermonette, and the 7.5 Percent Tithe."


Every illustration the preacher uses somehow refers to "those hilarious Budweiser frogs".


The missions budget just got cut in half, but the church treasurer just bought a "kickin'" new Harley.


There are seatbelts in the pews and you are asked to fasten them before the service begins moving.


The New Member's kit includes a certificate of membership, a Bible, church-by-laws, and an assault rifle.


The offering plate has been passed three times and the sermon hasn't even begun yet.


Worship services are BYOS: Bring Your Own Snake.





�23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.








�1 ¶  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.


2  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.


3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.


4  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.











�1 ¶  <<A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.>> O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;


2  To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.


3 ¶  Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.


4  Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.


5  My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips:


6  When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.











�7 ¶  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.


8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.


9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.


10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.


11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.


12  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.


13  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.








�13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:


14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;


15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:


16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.








�20  Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,


21  (Touch not; taste not; handle not;


22  Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?








�For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many.








�  William Lloyd Garrison's Need to be on fire





  William Lloyd Garrison, who wrote the anti-slavery paper called the Abolitionist and was probably the leader in that cause, was so hot to get rid of the slavery cancer upon our society that he angered many, many people.  One of his friends, Samuel May, said one day to him, and I quote, "Oh, my friend, do try to moderate your indignation and keep more cool, why you're all on fire."  To which Garrison replied, "My friend, I have need to be all on fire for I have mountains of ice around me to melt." - From a tape by John Maxwell, What Followers Expect from Leaders, Vol. 7, No. 4, October 19, 1991.














