Jesus: Lord and God

Text John 20:24-29

Introduction:  

1. The first successful cast-iron plow, invented in the United States in 1797, was rejected by New Jersey farmers under the theory that cast iron poisoned the land and stimulated the growth of weeds. 

 2. An eloquent authority in the United States declared that the introduction of the railroad would require the building of many insane asylums, since people would be driven mad with terror at the sight of locomotives rushing across the country. 

 3. In Germany it was proved by "experts" that if trains went at the frightful speed of 15 miles an hour, blood would spurt from the travelers' noses and passengers would suffocate when going through tunnels. 

 4. Commodore Vanderbilt dismissed Westinghouse and his new air brakes for trains, stating, "I have no time to waste on fools." 

 5. Those who loaned Robert Fulton money for his steamboat project stipulated that their names be withheld for fear of ridicule were it known they supported anything so "foolhardy." 

 6. In 1881, when the New York YWCA announced typing lessons for women, vigorous protests were made on the grounds that the female constitution would break down under the strain. 

 7. Men insisted that iron ships would not float, that they would damage more easily than wooden ships when grounding, that it would be difficult to preserve the iron bottom from rust, and that iron would deflect the compass. 

 8. Joshua Coppersmith was arrested in Boston for trying to sell stock in the telephone. "All well-informed people know that it is impossible to transmit the human voice over a wire." 

 9. The editor of the Springfield Republican refused an invitation to ride in an early automobile, claiming that it was incompatible with the dignity of his position. -James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988), p. 407.

Everything that can be invented has been invented. -   Charles H. Duell, U.S. Patent Office director, 1899 

 Who the h--- wants to hear actors talk? -   H. M. Warner, Warner Bros. Pictures, c. 1927 

 Sensible and responsible women do not want to vote. -   Grover Cleveland, 1905 

 There is no likelihood man can ever tap the power of the atom. -   Robert Millikan, Nobel prize winner in physics, 1923 

 Heavier than air flying machines are impossible. -   Lord Kelvin, president, Royal Society, c. 1895 

 Ruth [Babe Ruth] made a big mistake when he gave up pitching. -   Tris Speaker, 1927 

 The horse is here to stay, but the automobile is only a novelty. -   The Michigan banker who advised Henry Ford's lawyer not to invest in the new motor car company 

 Gone with the Wind is going to be the biggest flop in Hollywood history. I'm just glad it'll be Clark Gable who's falling flat on his face and not me. -   Gary Cooper 

Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. Thomas called Didymus

Orthodox Baptist Confession of Faith 


GOD, THE SON-VIRGIN BORN. We believe that God, the Son. is the second person set forth in the Divine Trinity; that He is Very God of Very God; that He is almighty, merciful, and just; that He is holy, righteous, and true; that He is eternally existent, glorious in nature, possessing the attributes of omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence; that God, the Father, through the Holy Spirit, is actually and eternally His divine Father, and Mary the Virgin, is actually and innocently His human mother; and that He, in harmony with His divine office, mediates, seeks, and saves, thus exercising the mediatorial office of redemption.

I. I will not believe vs 25

A. Thomas refuse to believe the others.

1. The earlier Thomas

a) Ready to die with Jesus at the hands of the Jews

b) John 11:16  Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.

2. Why had he changed?  

a) He had lost contact with Jesus.

b) Physically,  Four days since crucifixion

c) Spiritually, had deserted in the Garden

d) Emotionally, witnessed the trauma of Christ's death.

B. Why I don't believe.

1. What changes from the early child who believes God can do anything?

2. We lose contact with Jesus.

a) Physically, out of church, away from God's people

b) Spiritually, no prayer, no Bible, no service

c) Emotionally, scarred, bitter, angry at God.

3. Psalms 73 Asaph's complaint about the wicked.
 my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. I have cleansed my heart[in] vain, and washed my hands in innocency. all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning

C. Illustration.  Funeral for "Red".  Pastor who had lost sight of Jesus in his life.

D. Transition:  What prevents us from becoming like Asaph or "Red"  how can the person of Jesus Christ remain real to me?  The same way in happened with Thomas.  Vs 27 Jesus makes himself real to me.

II. Reach hither thy hand vs 27

A. Jesus shows himself to Thomas

1. There is no unwillingness to show himself to Thomas.

2. Willing again to show himself as God.

3. Proofs of Jesus Deity

a) Claimed to be God

b) Called God

c) Shared attributes only God could do

d) Shared works only God possesses

B. Jesus shows himself to us as God.

1. Never condemned or outcast because of our doubts, Invites us to know him more.

2. Scripture Ps 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD [is] good: blessed [is] the   man [that] trusteth in him.

3. Scripture 1Jo 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen [it], and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship [is] with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

4. Scripture Asaph in Psalms 73:16  When I thought to know this, it [was] too painful for me;  17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; [then] understood I their end.

5. When Jesus proves himself God.

a) Standing by the deathbed of Nell Booker

b) Hanging from a cliff

c) Watching my family being destroyed by alcohol.

d) Praying with Thomas at the nursing home.

C. Illustration:  "I have know God and they have not." Knowing God by J.I. Packer.

III. My Lord and My God vs 28
-29
A. Thomas address his Lord and God.

1. Did not need to touch the nail scarred hands or feel the spear torn side.

2. Jesus promises a blessing on those who do have to see.

B. Coming to fully realize the Deity of Christ.

1. Walking by faith now means a greater blessing even than Thomas. 

2. Scripture: Peter 1:8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see [him] not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

C. The difference between the doubt and the Diety of Jesus.

1. Will you stand faithful in world that is growing more evil?   Yes, because I believe Jesus is God.

2. Will souls be saved and people baptized? Yes, because I believe Jesus is God..

3. Will our churchs survive and grow?  Yes, because I believe Jesus is God.
4. Will our bodies one day rise from the grave? Yes, because Jesus is God.

5. Will this world be ruled for a thousand years by Christ? Yes, because Jesus is God.

6. Will all of creation be destroyed and remade anew for eternity? Yes, because Jesus is God.

7. Will all sorrow be done away and every tear be dried? Yes, because Jesus is God.

IV. Conclusion

The death of Thomas not the doubter but now the believer. pg 88-89 of Martyr's Mirror.  Legend says that Thomas went to India to preach the gospel.  His faithful witness put him in opposition to the rulers of that pagan land.  Finally, he was arrested and told to renounce preaching in Jesus name and sacrifice to the king's pagan dieties.  Thomas refused even after his flesh was seared with hot irons.  When the King saw that he could not change him by burning arms and legs, he decided to stop him by burning his body.  Thomas was thrown into a furnace in the city of  Calamina, West Indies about 70 AD.  While he suffered in the flames, the soldiers of the king thrust spears into the fire and into his side.  In a final irony the wounds he looked for as proof of Jesus resurection were now proof  of  Thomas' belief in Jesus Deity.  He died a martyr, he died a hero of the faith because he believed Jesus was Lord and God.  

What are you going through in your life that is causing the doubts and fear to rise? Do you wish to stand, to have strength, to be able to overcome?  Then look as Thomas did into the eyes of Jesus Christ.  Look and believe in the Lord of Creation and God of very God. Look to Jesus and your doubts cannot exist in the light of who he truly is. 

Song: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 

O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There’s a light for a look at the Savior,
And life more abundant and free!

Refrain

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.

Through death into life everlasting
He passed, and we follow Him there;
Over us sin no more hath dominion—
For more than conquerors we are! 

–Helen Lemer 1922

V. Other Illustrations

   Listen to these examples of inventions and ideas that some people said "couldn't be done" so they resisted the new. 

.

   My aunt and uncle had a missionary family visiting. When the missionary children were called in for dinner, their mother said, "Be sure to wash your hands."

   The little boy scowled and said, "Germs and Jesus. Germs and Jesus. That's all I hear, and I've never seen either one of them."- Vesper Bauer, www.ChristianReader.net (Sep/Oct 1998), Leadership, Vol. 21, no. 3

�  24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.  26  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: [then] came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace [be] unto you.  27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust [it] into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.





�1 ¶  <<A Psalm of Asaph.>> Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.


2  But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.


3  For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.


4  For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm.


5  They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men.


6  Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment.


7  Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish.


8  They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily.


9  They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth.


10  Therefore his people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them.


11  And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High?


12  Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.


13  Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency.


14  For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning.


�Mr 14:61 But he held his peace,  and answered nothing. Again the  high priest asked him, and said  unto him, Art thou the Christ,  the Son of the Blessed? 62 And Jesus said, I am:   and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of   power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 63 Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need  we any further witnesses? 64 Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death.


Joh 8:23 And he said unto them,  Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.


Joh 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am [he], ye shall die in your sins.


Joh 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,   Before Abraham was, I am. 


John 5:17 But Jesus answered them,   My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.


Joh 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him,  because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that   God was his Father, making himself equal with God.


Joh 19:7 The Jews answered him,  We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.





�Ro 9:5 Whose [are] the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ [came], who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.


 Heb 1:8 But unto the Son [he saith], Thy throne, O God, [is] for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom.


 Tit 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;





�Eternal- Re 1:8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.


Omnipotent Mt 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.


Omniscient Joh 18:4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?


Omnipresence Mt 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.


Holy Ac 3:14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you;








�Creation  Col 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether [they be] thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:


Giving of Life  Joh 5:21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth [them]; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.





�28  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.


29  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.





