
Heart of Christ: Committed to the Church
Text: Colossian 1:12-29
Introduction: 
   There's a difference between interest and commitment.  When you are interested in doing something, you do it only when circumstances permit.  When you're committed to something, you accept no excuses, only results. - Art Turock, Getting Physical (Doubleday)

Joke: The Irish Brother and the three pints.

Now that Irish brother may have had an interest in the church but I doubt he was committed.


What will keep us committed to the Church? Are there foundational truths as well as great themes that remind us of what and who we are committed?  These great truths and inspiring themes are found in the first chapter of Colossians and they truly show us the heart and person of Christ and by seeing Him we will find and keep our commitment to His church.
I. Committed through the Coronation of Christ Col 1:12-20

A. Paul sees Christ as preeminent in the world and in His Church.

1. In vs. 12-14 Paul saw in Jesus our salvation from sin, our participation with the saints, our translation to the Kingdom of Christ and our redemption through His blood vs. 12-14
2. In vs. 15-19 He sees Jesus as Image of God, the firstborn, the creator of all, the one who is preeminent over all. 
3. In vs. 18 He sees Jesus as the head of the body, the church.

a) This title, “the head of the church” was not a subtitle but fully equal to the titles that Paul had already used. Image of God, Firstborn of all, Creator of all, preeminent of all. Head of the Church.

b) Paul holds this title before us as equal to all the others and as much a part of who Christ is to us as He is Creator and Redeemer, preeminent over all.
c) By using these titles in the way He uses them he shows the full work and person of Jesus Christ. 

B. Commitment to the Church begins in Christ
1. Do you see in Christ what Paul saw? Do you see your salvation at the cost of his own life, His commitment to my redemption meant he suffered and died in my place?
2. No not just an angel was sent, not just great warrior, a great man or great teacher was enough. Not just a good man, nor just a kind man, or prophet was sent. Jesus’ commitment to the cross meant all these must be sent, all these and much more are found in the person of Jesus and he must come to the earth and in humility and shame be crucified. The one who was preeminent to all allowed himself be subservient to all.  This was Christ, this was his commitment to you and I and as Paul saw, this was his commitment to the church.
3. Do you see your Lord and God your Creator in Jesus Christ?

a) Then you must also see that it is not by and accident when by the same power of the Father, Jesus is rightfully called and named the Savior of mankind and the head of the church. Paul understood the great honor and glory due to Jesus must include his rightful place as head of the church.

4. We understand the commitment of Christ to our salvation, our redemption, to our participation of the inheritance of the saints of light. Oh yes we see this, but Paul sees more he sees that commitment was not only to the salvation of mankind but also to His church which would be the embodiment of this Lord of Lord and King of Kings until he should return. 

5. These cannot be separated one from the other, the same commitment that took him to the cross, also saw him establish and commission the church.

6. Scripture: Ephesians 5:25

7. If the church meant so much to Christ that he would die for it then what should it mean to me? If he would commit himself to it with the same passion and resolve as he did to the cross then how should I measure my commitment to that same church today?
8. I believe that we must comprehend our commitment to the Church in the same way we would our commitment to Christ. To Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit writing the very word of God, these titles of Christ were equal and if we are committed to Christ as Lord of Lords then we must equally be committed to that body which he calls his own.

9. Commitment to Christ is commitment to the church; you cannot leave one behind without leaving both. 

C. Illustration: The legacy of the Salvation Army and the YMCA. 
1. Founded as great organizations for the spread of the gospel and the work of missions around the world. Organizations that gave us William Booth and Oswald Chambers, yet organization which today are only service and social agencies helping the poor or providing a place for exercise. Why did they fail? They were never committed to the church even though they did commit themselves to Jesus Christ. In their failure to understand that both of these were paramount they failed in both.

D. Transition: If we begin our commitment to the church by understanding that it is the same commitment we give to Christ, then how do we continue our commitment?

II. Committed through the Commission of the Gospel Colossians 1:21-23

A. Paul’s revels in his calling to the Gospel
1. Paul sees the power of the gospel vs. 21

a) You now hath he reconciled. 

2. Paul sees the potential of the gospel vs 22

a) Present you holy, unblameable and unreproveable in his sight

3. Paul sees the person of the gospel, vs. 23
a) The Gospel which ye have heard, 

b) The Gospel which was preached to every creature under heaven

c) The Gospel for which I Paul am made a minister. Paul is the person of the Gospel.
4. Paul sees what the gospel can do, it can turn enemies into family, it can take wickedness and make it holy, it can take guilt an turn it to blamelessness and turn deserved punishment into that which cannot be reproved.  He sees this power and also sees that he is a part of this wonder of wonders the “hope of the gospel”
5. Paul says, “Colossians you have heard, all creatures under heaven have heard and this is why I am called to be a servant of Christ, a servant of the Gospel, so that all may continue to hear the “hope of the gospel”

B. Commitment to the Church continues in your Calling to the Gospel
1. When the great theological truths are too abstract, when the rewards of heaven are too far away, when the burdens of service are too great to bear, what keeps you committed to the Church of Jesus Christ?

a) Paul knew, Paul absolutely knew.  “Paul shouted, “I am made a minister of the gospel.”  And knowing this was more than enough.

b) If you are to remain committed until the day the Lord calls you home then you better know you are called into this ministry.  You are a servant of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

2. Example of knowing you are called –Dr Livingstones Wannabes

a) Those who know they are called will find a way. They will stay committed despite the obstacles, the reversals and the sorrows. They will because God himself has made them ministers of the “gospel of hope.”
3. Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:27-31

a) This is your calling from church member to teacher to missionary to pastor. Paul says, “See your calling!” God hath chosen, the foolish, the weak, the base, the despised, even the non-existent.” Paul says, “so that your glorifying may be in the Lord.”

C. Illustration (Negative): Joke: Redneck plowboy in the cotton field, feeling the call into the ministry. 

1. That kind of call won’t keep you committed but the true call to the Gospel of Christ will. 

2. If you know you called to be a child of God, called to be a servant of the Lord, called to be a member of His Body the church. If you will remember that true call, you will not quit, you will not fade you will not walk away. You will remain committed to Christ and committed to His church because you are called!
D. Transition: one last thing I see in Paul’s letter that will keep me committed to the church.

III. Committed through the Completion of the Work Colossian 1:24-29

A. Paul’s commitment is a fulfillment of Christ’s work, God’s word and God’s power.
1. He rejoices in his suffering for the church

a) He fills up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ (fulfills the suffering leftover by Christ for him on behalf of the church)

2. He is made a minister, a servant according to the dispensation of God, the stewardship, the oversight of God, given to Paul for you, the church, for the purpose of fulfilling the word of God.

a) That word is the mystery hid from the ages and generation, but now shown openly to the saints. 

b) Here is the word, here is the mystery of the ages; Christ in you the hope of Glory.
c) This is who Paul preaches, warning and teaching every man that they would be presented perfect (complete) in Christ Jesus.

3. For this purpose, (Notice the emphasis on work), in this I labor (toil), striving (as an athlete works) according to his working (energy), which works in me mightily. (plays upon the first word work or energy, literally energy energized, figuratively power multiplied, and amplified by God’s working in him)
4. Summarized Paul says, I rejoice in suffering for the church because it is what Christ left for me to fulfill. For this church I am a servant fulfilling the word of God, the eternal promise of Christ in you the hope of glory. I can keep going, I can honor my commitment to Christ and his church because I have experienced and continue to experience the power of God multiplied in me. 
B. Commitment to the Church is completed in suffering, serving and striving
1. Three things Paul knew that kept him committed to the Church.

a) His suffering was a cause for rejoicing, a fulfillment of the work of Christ.

b) His service was a call for eternity, a fulfillment of the word of God.

c) His striving was according to the overflowing of the power of God.
2. Expansion; If you are ever fulfill your commitment to the Church you must come to realize that your suffering is a cause for rejoicing.

a) Really!? How can such knowledge keep me committed to the church?

b) One of the most frequent reasons pastors leave the ministry is because of suffering. 

c) When we view suffering, opposition even from God’s own people, obstacles, and disappointments as something that shouldn’t happen to the man of God trying to serve his Lord and Savior we will ultimately quit.  We must.  Logically it is the only response to the hurt, the pain and sorrow that follows in the wake of my service. 

d) Yet Paul knew better.  He said, “I rejoice.” Not in the suffering and its resulting pain and hurt but in the reality of what that suffering signified.  Suffering is not an aberration in God’s service but indeed is a fulfillment of that service. Paul says, “It is what Christ left behind for me. A small part of his experience on this earth, a small part of what it is to know Christ, a small part of that which is due him for all that he has done for me.”

e) Scripture: Philippians 3:9-12

f) Personal Example: Toughest years of my ministry in the last 10. I’ve been opposed, slandered, fired and called a thief. And that’s just what I know about. I’m sometimes afraid to meet someone I haven’t seen in ten years because they will invariably ask me if it was true I  killed puppies, preached from the NIV and danced naked in the moonlight. Of course anyone who knows me, knows I love puppies, and have never used the NIV and I only dance naked by the dark of the moon. I can joke about it (in case you weren’t sure that was a joke) but as suffering happens to you it is anything but funny. You question everything, you begin to believe that God has abandoned you and only want the hurting to stop at almost any cost, even leaving the ministry.  What will keep you going?  Knowing that suffering is cause for rejoicing it is what Christ has honored you with by allowing you to be include in the company of all those who have followed their Savior in the His steps of suffering and sorrow. It is part and parcel of this wonderful calling, it is not an aberration it is the fulfillment of your ministry.  After you cry, complain and curse, throw back your head and rejoice. You are fulfilling the work of Christ suffering on behalf of others.
g) Example:   Mike Christian, POW

3. Expansion: You must realize your service is a call for eternity a fulfillment of the word of God.

a) You must see your calling as not just the work of a few years, but the work of God throughout eternity. You are called to tell others that Christ in them is the hope of glory. This is the message of salvation but it is much more. It began with the creation of the world and will culminate with the re-creation of the universe. It is the very heart of God’s plan for creation and redemption, “Christ in You the hope of glory!”

b) If you realize the honor, the trust that God has placed in you as a minister of this word, a servant of this work, you cannot quit.  If you realize that a lifetime of service here is only the tip of the iceberg in eternity. If you realize the potential of just one soul won to Christ, one person who is fulfilled by Christ the hope of glory, you will never walk away. 

c) The call is great, the cause is good, and Christ is Glory. Knowing this I will never quit.
4. Expansion: Finally, you must realize that your striving is according to the overflowing of the power of God.

a) You can’t handle the suffering by your self. You can’t comprehend the scope of the ministry alone, you must know as Paul did, that “I labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.”

b) Quit trying to keep you commitment for the sake of others, quit trying to bear up through you own will and power, give up your best intentions and strongest hopes. In and of yourself they will never be enough. You must come as Paul did to a knowledge of his working which works in me mightily.”  You must know the power of God empowering you for the work of God.

c) How does this happen?  Does it take more faith, more discipline, more training?  No, look again at what Paul says, “I labor, I strive” You keep toiling, you keep fighting you keep going until your strength is gone and once you’ve completely been emptied through the suffering and through your service in that next moment when you say, “Lord, I should quit, I should walk away, I should stop the suffering, but Lord, I will go on for one more day.  I’ll trust you for one more day, I fulfill my calling for one more day.” Then you will begin to find the working of God working in you mightily. 
d) That’s all it takes one day longer than your strength can hold out, one day longer that your will can hold on, one day longer in your commitment to the church and the work of God. One more day.
e) How many have stopped just one day short.  How many have mistaken the end of their strength for the end of their ministry instead of the true beginning of the power of God?  How many have walked away from the fulfillment of the work of Christ, the fulfillment of the word of God and the overflowing of God’s empowering?  When all they needed to do was commit for one more day.
C. Illustration: Livingstone’s Last Birthday
1. When Stanley found Livingstone, the great missionary who spent thirty years in darkest Africa, he wanted him to come back to England with him, but Livingstone refused to go. Two days later he wrote in his diary: “March 19, my birthday. My Jesus, my King, my Life, my all, I again dedicate my whole self to Thee. Accept me, and grant, O gracious Father, that ere the year is gone I may finish my work. In Jesus’ name I ask it. Amen.” A year later his servants found him on his knees dead. They prepared his body for transportation to the coast and ultimately back to England. Before they began the process they did something that only someone who truly knew the commitment of David Livingstone would do. They cut his heart from his body and buried it in Africa. Today if you travel there you can still see a monument to David Livingstone, under which his heart is buried. It is a monument to his commitment to the call of Christ but it is nothing to compare to the one erected in eternity for all those who keep that same commitment. 

IV. Conclusion "I Am A Soldier"

I am a soldier.

I am a soldier in the army of my God;

The Lord Jesus Christ is my Commanding Officer.

The Holy Bible is my code of conduct.

Faith, prayer and the Word are my weapons of warfare.

I have been taught by the Holy Spirit, trained by experience, tried by adversity and tested by fire.

I am a volunteer in this army and I have enlisted for eternity.

I will either retire from this army at the rapture or die in this army; but I will not get out, sell out, be talked out or pushed out.

I am faithful, reliable and dependable.

I am a soldier in the Church of Jesus Christ

If my Savior needs me, I am there.

If He needs me in Sunday School to teach children, work with youth, help with adults or just sit and learn.

He can use me, because I am there.

If He needs me for Sunday morning, Sunday night, Wednesday, revival or special services, I am there.

I am there to preach, teach, sing, play, pray, work or worship.

He can use me because I am there.

I am a Soldier. I am not a baby.

I do not need to be pampered, petted, primed up, pumped up, picked up or pepped up

I am a Soldier. No one has to call me, remind me, write me, visit me, entice me or lure me.

I am in place saluting my King, obeying His orders, praising His name and serving in His Kingdom.

No one has to send me flowers, gifts, food, cards, candy or give me handouts.

I do not need to be cuddled, cradled, cared for or catered to.

I am a Soldier, and I am committed.

I cannot have my feelings hurt badly enough to turn me around.

I cannot be discouraged enough to turn me aside.

I cannot lose enough to cause me to quit,

I am a Soldier, and I will win.

Devils cannot defeat me. People cannot disillusion me,

Weather cannot weary me. Sickness cannot stop me.

Battles cannot beat me.  Money cannot buy me.

Governments cannot silence me and Hell cannot handle me.

I am a soldier. I am committed. Even death cannot destroy me.

When my commander calls me from this battlefield

He will promote me and then bring me back to rule this world with Him.

I am a Soldier in the church and I am marching, claiming victory.

I will not give up, I will not turn around.

I am a Soldier marching Heavenbound.

 I am a Soldier, committed to the Church of Jesus Christ. Will You stand with me?

V. Other Illustrations

   Commitment is viewed negatively because it limits our ability to feel independent and free, to experience new things, to change our minds on the spur of the moment and to focus on self-gratification rather than helping others.  People willingly make commitments only when the expected outcome exceeds what they must sacrifice as a result of that commitment. - George Barna, The Frog in the Kettle, (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1990), 35.   

Three military recruiters showed up to address high school seniors. Each recruiter--representing the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps--was to have fifteen minutes.

The Army and Navy recruiters got carried away, so when it came time for the Marine to speak, he had just two minutes. He walked up and stood utterly silent for a full sixty seconds, half of his time.

Then he said this: "I doubt whether there are two or three of you in this room who could even cut it in the Marine Corps. But I want to see those two or three immediately in the dining hall when we are dismissed." He turned smartly and sat down.

When he arrived in the dining hall, those students interested in the Marines were a mob.

In May All Who Come Behind Us Find Us Faithful, Robert Russell tells this story:

"In Kentucky, there is a huge rivalry in college basketball between the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky. The story is told that at one of the recent 'Dream Games' between the two schools, an elderly woman was sitting alone with an empty seat next to her. Someone approached her and said, 'Ma'am, I have rarely seen an empty seat in Rupp Arena, let alone at the Dream Game. Whose seat is this?'

"The woman responded that she and her late husband had been season ticket holders for twenty-eight years, and the seat had belonged to him. 'Well, couldn't you find a friend or relative to come to the game with you?' the observer asked.

" 'Are you kidding?' she replied. 'They're all at my husband's funeral.' "

“It as the least I could do we were married for 40 years.”

UNASHAMED

"I'm part of the fellowship of the unashamed.  I have the power of the Holy Spirit.  The die has been cast.  I have stepped over the line.

The decision has been made--I'm a disciple of Jesus.  I won't look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still.  My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure.  I'm finished and done now with low living, sight walking, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, worldly talking, cheap giving and dwarfed goals."~ a young believer in Zimbabwe, later martyred for his faith in Christ.

How to bathe a cat -by someone committed to cats 


Some people say cats never have to be bathed.  They say cats lick themselves clean.  The time comes, however, when a man must face reality and admit, "This cat smells like a port-a-potty on a hot day in Juarez."

When that day arrives at your house, as it has in mine, I have some advice you might consider as you place your feline friend under your arm and head for the bathtub:


- Know that although the cat has the advantage of quickness and lack of concern for human life, you have the advantage of strength. Capitalize on that advantage by selecting the battlefield.  Don't try to bathe him in an open area where he can force you to chase him.  Pick a very small bathroom.

If your bathroom is more than four feet square, I recommend that you get in the tub with the cat and close the sliding-glass doors as if you were about to take a shower.  (A simple shower curtain will not do.  A berserk cat can shred a three-ply rubber shower curtain quicker than a John Kerry can shift convictions.)


- Know that a cat has claws and will not hesitate to remove all the skin from your body.  Your advantage here is that you are smart and know how to dress to protect yourself.  I recommend canvas overalls tucked into high-top construction boots, a pair of steel-mesh gloves, an army helmet, a hockey face mask, and a long-sleeved flak jacket.


- Prepare everything in advance.  There is no time to go out for a towel when you have a cat digging a hole in your flak jacket.  Draw the water. Make sure the bottle of kitty shampoo is inside the glass enclosure. Make sure the towel can be reached, even if you are lying on your back in the water.


- Use the element of surprise.  Pick up your cat nonchalantly, as if to simply carry him to his supper dish. (Cats will not usually notice your strange attire.  They have little or no interest in fashion as a rule.)


- Once you are inside the bathroom, speed is essential to survival. In a single liquid motion, shut the bathroom door, step into the tub enclosure, slide the glass door shut, dip the cat in the water and squirt him with shampoo.  You have begun one of the wildest 45 seconds of your life. Cats have no handles.  Add the fact that he now has soapy fur, and the problem is radically compounded.  Do not expect to hold on to him for more than two or three seconds at a time.  When you have him, however, you must remember to give him another squirt of shampoo and rub like crazy.  He'll then spring free and fall back into the water, thereby rinsing himself off.  (The Guiness world record for cat shampooing is only three latherings, so don't expect too much.)


- Next, the cat must be dried.  Novice cat bathers always assume this part will be the most difficult, for humans generally are worn out at this point and the cat is just getting really determined.  In fact, the drying is simple compared to what you have just been through.  That's because by now the cat is semi-permanently affixed to your right leg.  You simply pop the drain plug with you foot, reach for your towel and wait.  After all the water is drained from the tub, it is a simple matter to just reach down and dry the cat.

In a few days the cat will relax enough to be removed from your leg.

How to bathe by someone only interested in cats.

1.  Thoroughly clean the toilet.

2.  Add the required amount of shampoo to the toilet water and have both lids lifted.

3.  Obtain cat and soothe it while you carry it towards the bathroom.

4.  In one swift movement, put the cat in the toilet and close both lids.  (You may need to stand on one lid so cat cannot escape)

CAUTION:  Do not get any part of your body close to the edge as kitty's paws will be reaching out for any vulnerable surface they can find.

5.  Flush toilet three or four times.  This provides a "power wash and rinse" which I have found to be quite effective.

6.  Have someone open the door to the outside and ensure that no people are between the toilet and outside door.

7.  Stand behind the toilet as far as you can and lift both lids.

8.  The now clean cat will rocket out of the toilet and run outside where it will dry itself.

JOB WELL DONE. 

�	An Irishman walks into a pub and orders three pints of Guinness and sits in the back of the room, drinking a sip out of each one in turn. When he finishes them, he comes back to the bar and orders three more. The bartender approaches and tells him, "You know, a pint goes flat after I draw it; it would taste better if you bought one at a time." The Irishman replies, "Well, now my friend, you see, I have myself two fine brothers. One went off to America,  and the other to Australia, and me of course stayed right here in blessed Dublin. Now when me brothers left the green shores of Ireland, we promised that we'd always drink three pints to remember the days when we was together in the Emerals Isle. So I drinks one for me self and one for each of me brothers."


	The bartender admits that this is a nice custom, and leaves it there. The Irishman becomes a regular in the bar, and always drinks the same way: He orders three pints and drinks them in turn. One day, he comes in and orders two pints. All the other regulars take notice and fall silent. When he comes back to the bar for the second round, the bartender says, "I don't want to intrude on your grief, but I wanted to offer my condolences on your great loss." The Irishman looks quite puzzled for a moment, then a light dawns in his eye and he laughs.  "Oh, no, me brothers are just fine. Happy and dancing just like always." He explains, "Well now it's like this isn't it. See me wife, wonderful woman that she is, had me to join the wee Baptist Church just down the lane and of couse I had to promise to quit me drinking ways. Of couse, me brothers still being good Catholics,  hasn't been affected in the least."


�12 ¶  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:


13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:


14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:


15  Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:


16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:


17  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.


18  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.


19  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;


20  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.





�25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;


26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,


27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.


�21  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled


22  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:


23  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;





�When Dr. David Livingstone was working in Africa, a group of friends wrote him:  "We would like to send other men to you. Have you found a good road into your area yet?"  According to a member of his family, Dr. Livingstone sent this message in reply: "If you have men who will only come if they know there is a good road, I don't want them. I want men who will come if there is no road at all."





�26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:


27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;


28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:


29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.


30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:


31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.


�There was once a good ole boy hoeing cotton in the hot east Texas sun. He took off his hat, pulled his neckerchief off from around his neck, mopped his brow and looked upward past that blisterin hot sun. He look toheaven and he said, “Oh Lord, That ole sun is so hot, this ground is so hard and this row is so long. Oh Lord, I think I hear you callin me to be a preacher.”


�24  Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:


25  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;


26  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:


27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:


28  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:


29  Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.





�9 ¶  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:


10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;


11  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.


12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.


�   In the final years of our imprisonment, the North Vietnamese moved us from small cells with one or two prisoners to large rooms with as many as 30-40 men to a room. We preferred this situation for the companionship and strength we could draw from our fellow prisoners. In addition to moving us to new quarters, out captors also let us receive packages and letters from home. Many men received word from their families for the first time in several years. The improved conditions were a result of public pressure put on the North Vietnamese by the American public. 


   In our cell was one Navy officer, Lt. Commander Mike Christian. Over a period of time Mike had gathered bits and pieces of red and white cloth from various packages. Using a piece of bamboo he had fashioned into a needle, Mike sewed a United States flag on the inside of his shirt, one of the blue pajama tops we all wore. 


   Every night in our cell, Mike would put his shirt on the wall, and we would say the pledge of allegiance. I know that the pledge of allegiance may not be the most important aspect of our day now, but I can tell you that at the time it was the most important aspect of our lives. 


   This had been going on for some time until on of the guards came in as we were reciting our pledge. They ripped the flag off the wall and dragged Mike out. He was beaten for several hours and then thrown back into the cell. 


   Later that night, as we were settling down to sleep on the concrete slabs that we our beds, I looked over to the spot where the guards had thrown Mike. There, under the solitary light bulb hanging from the ceiling, I saw Mike. Still bloody and his face swollen beyond recognition, Mike was gathering bits and pieces of cloth together. He was sewing a new American flag. - John McCain. From the files of Leadership.
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