
Invitation to the Empty
Text: Isaiah 55:1

Introduction:


Joke: 
 What’s UP?

There is a two-letter word that perhaps has more meaning than any other two-letter word, and that is "UP." It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we waken in the morning, why do we wake UP?

At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  Why do we speak UP and why are the officers UP for election and why is it UP to the secretary to write UP a report?

We read UP on a story in the paper that we pick UP to find out what is Up in the world and make UP our minds to not give Up hope that some thing good will turn Up.

We call UP our friends, we use it to brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver, we warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen.  We lock UP the house and some guys fix UP the old car.

At other times the little word has real special meaning.  People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets, work UP an appetite, think UP excuses, and in a baseball game the batter is UP.  To be dressed is 

one thing but to be dressed UP is special, and this is confusing.

A drain must be opened UP, because it is stopped UP.  We open UP a store in the morning but we close it UP at night.  

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP, yet when the sun comes out we say it is clearing UP.  Then when it doesn't rain for awhile, we say things things dry UP.

To be knowledgeable of the proper uses of UP, look UP the word in the dictionary.  In a desk size dictionary, UP takes UP almost 1/4th the page and definitions add UP to about thirty.

If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used.  It will take UP a lot of your time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with Up to a hundred or more.

One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, for my time is UP.  I leave it Up to you to step UP and Keep UP with the rest of this sermon so you spirit can be lifted Up!

I. Invitation to be Filled Is 55:1-2

A. God Calls Out

1. An invitation to those who are empty

2. An invitation to those who have nothing

3. He asks the empty a question in vs. 2

a) Why do you spend money for things that cannot fill?

b) Why do you work for things which cannot satisfy?

4. He then offers something worthwhile to those who will listen to him

B. The Invitation is still being given today

1. An invitation to those who are empty and have nothing

2. To those who realize that trying to find satisfaction in this world is like trying to eat sand and drink air, God calls out and says, “Come to the waters.”

3. To those who realize that have nothing to give, nothing to pay. To those who realize that their good works are as filthy rags before a righteous and holy God, he says come buy wine and milk without money, without price. 

4. To those who will hear God says, “Listen closely to me and eat what is good”

C. Illustration: Empty lives in Mexico City, just as empty live in Channelview, Tx.
II. Invitation to Christ Is 55:3-4

A. God Give the way to true satisfaction and eternal fullness

1. Incline your ear 

2. Come unto me

3. Enter through the sure mercies of David

a) David is given as a witness to the people.

b) A leader and commander for them.

c) David has been dead for many centuries when Isaiah wrote this, he speaking of the one who would come from David, and through the covenant he had made with David.  God is saying come to me through the Messiah, through Jesus Christ.

B. Have you recognized the way?

1. You must listen to God
2. You must come to God through Jesus Christ.

a) God sent his only begotten Son to die for us that we might have eternal life.
b) There is no other way to come to God, no other way to find forgiveness of sin, no other way to fill our empty souls except through Jesus Christ.

3. Scripture: John 3:11-18

C. Illustration: 

D. Transition

1. God then lays out exactly how one listens to Him and comes to Him through Jesus Christ
III. Invitation to Repent and Faith Is 55:6-7

A. God Gives the Details

1. Seek Him now, while he may be found. Call upon Him while he is near.

a) Now when you hear his invitation, now while he as brought you here. Now while there is still time.

b) Call out to Him when you feel him in touching your heart and drawing you close to Himself.

2. God says there must be repentance in vs 8

a) A turning from our way, our wickedness and a turning toward him.

b) Though we cannot do this in our own power God see our heart and will pour out on us his mercy and pardon our sin.

c) There is no sin, there is no evil that God will not forgive the truly repentant sinner who comes to Him.
3. God tells us me must have faith in His word.

a) We cannot understand this, we are not required to. God says, “My ways are not your ways, my thoughts are not your thoughts.”

b) It is not required that you understand God, it is required that you have faith in God.

c) Illustration: Co-worker at UPS. “I can’t accept believe in a God who will forgive a murderer and take him to heaven but send a good man who never did anything to hurt anybody to hell just because he didn’t trust Jesus as His savior.”

d) To many who are just like that young man, God says, “My ways are not your ways. My thoughts are not your thoughts.”

e) God in vs. 10-11
 says its not you or your understanding it is My Word that accomplishes what I intend for it to do. 

(1) Will you trust me?  Will you trust my word? 

(2) Will you believe in my promise to forgive you if you will come to me in repentance and faith through my son Jesus Christ?
IV. Invitation to Joy Is 55:12-13

A. God’s final invitation in this passage is to joy.

1. Ye shall go forth with joy!

2. Ye shall be led forth with peace!

3. The mountains and the hills shall break out in praise. The trees will keep time to the praise by clapping their hands.

4. Instead of the thorn there will be the fir tree and instead of the brier will come up the myrtle tree.

5. These things beginning with forgiveness and ending with joy, peace and praise will be to the LORD a name, an eternal sign.  They will bring glory to Him who has done all this.

B. Experiencing the final invitation isn’t possible without experiencing the others first.

1. Wouldn’t you like to be there when the mountains and the hills break out in praise? 

2. When the trees begin to keep time with the praise of the hills by clapping their hands?

3. I’ve heard a small hint of these things while hiking in nature.

a) I’ve heard thundering rolling through a canyon and wind blowing through leaves of a tree and I’ve thought that nature was praising God.

b) I’ve felt the joy and peace of knowing that my hearts desire was to also praise God through the life he had given me.
4. But its only a hint of how all creation will someday praise God when his children are led forth in joy and peace.

a) Scripture: Revelation 4:8-13

5. I want to see that!  I want to be there when all of creation begins to sing praise to the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ.

a) You can be there but only if you realize how empty your life is without Christ.

b) Only if you you’re willing to come to God through Jesus Christ in repentance and faith.

c) Then you can experience the joy, then you can be led forth by Jesus himself in peace.

6. This is the real bread, this is the real drink.  

a) Not the worlds cheap imitations that last but for a momtent and then leave you feeling more empty and wasted than before.  

b) This is real, this is true this is God’s invitation to you. 
C. Illustration:

V. Conclustion: 
A. Poem “No Time for God”

What fools we are to clutter up
Our lives with common things
And leave without Heart's gate

The Lord of life, and life itself-

Our God!

No time for God?

As soon to say, no time

To eat or sleep or love or die.

Take time for God

Or you shall dwarf your soul

And when the angel death

Comes knocking at your door,

A poor misshapen thing you'll be

To step into eternity.


No time for God?

That day when sickness comes
Or troubles find you out
And you cry out for God,

Will He have time for you?

No time for God?

Some day you'll lay aside

This mortal self and make your way

To worlds unknown,

And when you meet Him face to face

Will He-should He,

Have time for you?  

-Norman L. Trott

VI. Other Illustrations

   In the 1930s in Stavropol, Russia, Stalin ordered that all Bibles be confiscated and Christian believers be sent to prison camps. Ironically, most of the Bibles were not destroyed, yet many Christians died as "enemies of the state." With the recent dissolution of the U.S.S.R., a CoMission team arrived in Stavropol in 1994 for ministry. Their request to have Bibles shipped to Moscow was being held up. But someone told them about a warehouse outside of town where confiscated Bibles were still stored.

   Remarkably, the team was granted permission to distribute them. Hiring several local Russian workers, they began to load their trucks.

   One young man, a hostile agnostic, came only for the day's wages. But not long after they had started, he disappeared. He was found in the corner of the warehouse, weeping, a Bible in his hands. Intending to steal it for himself, he had picked his own grandmother's off the shelf! Her signature was on the front page. Today, that young Russian is in the process of being transformed by the very Bible that his grandmother was persecuted for, but still held dear.

   -- Ken Taylor, Christian Reader, Sept/Oct 1995, p. 57.

I had hoped to illustrate the availability of God's gift of salvation. "Whoever wants this beautiful Christmas poinsettia may have it," I said to my Sunday morning congregation. "All you have to do is take it." They stared at me. I waited. And waited. 

   Finally a mother timidly raised her hand and said, "I'll take it." 

   "Great! It's yours." That's what I wanted. Quick and easy, and on with the application of my sermon. But to my astonishment, she nudged her son, "Go get it for me." 

   "No," I said. "Whoever wants this gift must come and get it personally. You can't send a substitute." 

   She shook her head, not willing to risk embarrassment. I waited again. It was a gorgeous flower, unusually large, wrapped in red cellophane with a gold satin ribbon. It was set in front of the pulpit to brighten our small sanctuary during the holiday season. Several people had commented on how beautiful the plant was. Now it was free for the taking. 

   Someone snickered, "What's the catch?" 

   "No catch," I replied. "It's free!" No one moved. 

   A college student asked, "Is it glued to the altar?"  Everyone laughed. 

   "It is not glued to the altar. Nor are there any strings attached. It's yours for the taking." 

   "Well," asked a pretty teenager, "can I take it after the service?" 

   I shook my head, though I was tempted to give in. "You must come and get it now." Today is the day of salvation, I thought as I marveled at the power of passive resistance. 

   I was beginning to wish I'd never started the whole thing, when a woman I'd never seen before stood up in the back. Quickly, as if she were afraid she'd change her mind, she strode to the altar and picked up the plant. "I'll take it," she said. 

   As she returned to her seat carrying the free gift, I launched with enthusiasm into my text, Romans 6:23. "The gift of God is eternal life. Believe. Receive. It's free!" 

   When the service had ended and most of the people had gone home, the woman who claimed the poinsettia came to the platform, where I was picking up my Bible to leave. 

   "Here!" She held out her hand. "This flower is too pretty to just take home for free. I couldn't do that with a clear conscience." I looked down at the crumpled paper she stuffed into my hand. 

   It was a ten dollar bill. - Marjorie Kitchell, Leadership, Vol. 11, no. 2. 

"The Stove"

An engineer, a psychologist, and a theologian were hunting in the wilderness of northern Canada.

Suddenly, the temperature dropped and a furious snowstorm was upon them.  They came across an isolated cabin, far removed from any town.  The hunters had heard that the locals in the area were quite hospitable, so they knocked on the door to ask permission to rest.

No one answered their knocks, but they discovered the cabin was unlocked and they entered.  It was a simple place ...  2 rooms with a minimum of furniture and household equipment.  Nothing was unusual about the cabin except the stove.  It was large, pot-bellied, and made of cast-iron.  What was strange about it was its location ...  it was suspended in midair by wires attached to the ceiling beams.

"Fascinating," said the psychologist.  "It is obvious that this lonely trapper, isolated from humanity, has elevated this stove so that he can curl up under it and vicariously experience a return to the womb."

"Nonsense!" replied the engineer.  "The man is practicing the laws of thermodynamics.  By elevating his stove, he has discovered a way to distribute heat more evenly throughout the cabin."

"With all due respect," interrupted the theologian, "I'm sure that hanging his stove from the ceiling has religious meaning.  Fire LIFTED UP has been a religious symbol for centuries."

The three debated the point for several hours without resolving the issue.  When the trapper finally returned, they immediately asked him why he had hung his heavy pot-bellied stove from the ceiling.

His answer was succinct.  "Had plenty of wire, not much stove pipe."

�1 ¶  Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.


2  Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.


3  Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.


4  Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.


5  Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.


6 ¶  Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:


7  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.


8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.


9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.


10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:


11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.


12  For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.


13  Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.


�1 ¶  Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.


2  Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.





�3  Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.


4  Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people.





�11  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.


12  If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?


13  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.


14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:


15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.


16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.


18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.


�6 ¶  Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:


7  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.


8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.


9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.


10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:


11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.








�10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:


11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.





�12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.


13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.


�7  And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne.


8  And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.


9  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;


10  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.


11  And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;


12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.


13  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
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