Invitation To Praise

Text: 2 Chronicles 20

Introduction: 

We are going to learn three sources of power that we as Christians can appropriate and use in our lives.  The first is the power of placing God first, the second is the power of God’s presence and the last is the power of praising God.

It’s easy to overlook the need for praise.  It’s easy to misunderstand the way praise works in our lives. Let me share with you some stories of misunderstood praise.
On our way home from church one day my husband asked 3-year-old Charlotte, "What is your favorite song in Sunday school?" She replied, "Joshua fought the battle of Cherry Coke." - Ruth Skar, Upham, N.D., Today's Christian Woman, "Heart to Heart."

  The praise chorus "We Exalt Thee" took on a whole new meaning when I heard my three-year-old daughter singing her version: "We exhaust thee. We exhaust thee, O Lord." - Tammy Lindsey Utica, New York, in Christian Reader, July/August, 1996, p. 33.


When my daughter was 5 years old, her version of the Doxology wasn't found in any hymnal. Singing the last line as she heard it, the words came out loud and clear: "World with weird men, Amen, Amen!" - Deanna Henderson, Prescott, Mich. Christian Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom."

One little boy after returning from church asked his mother, “Why is it okay to sing Holy, Holy, Holy but not okay to wear “holey” underwear.

On Palm Sunday, my 5-year-old niece, Stephanie, sat on my lap while we listened to the pastor's sermon. He described Jesus' approach to Jerusalem and how the crowds cried, "Hosanna, Hosanna!" At that, Stephanie perked up and began to sing, "Oh, Hosanna, now don't you cry for me!" - Brenda Fossum, Duluth, MN.  Today's Christian Woman, "Heart to Heart."

One morning, my 3-year-old daughter, Katherine, helped remind me that God wants me to come to Him just as I am. She was dancing and singing around the house as usual, but as I listened, I noticed she was singing, "I love you, Lord, and I lift my noise!" - Sandra James, Orange, CA.  Today's Christian Woman, "Heart to Heart."


My own daughter Susan as a young child was singing the song, “I will make you fishers of men, if you follow me.”  Only her lyrics were, “I will make you sisters of men if you swallow me.”

   During one visit to Grandma and Grandpa's, our two young daughters watched from the breakfast table as a man came to the back door. When the visitor left, Grandpa explained he was an appraiser. 

   "What's an appraiser?" the younger child asked. 

   Before Grandpa had a chance to explain, older sister quickly cleared up the matter: "He's a praiser. He goes to church every Sunday." - Jennifer Breeding, Whiteman AFB, Missouri, Christian Reader, "Lite Fare."


That’s what I want us to learn today. How to be a praiser of the Lord. Turn with me to 2 Chronicles 20v1-5 and the story of how praise turned defeat into victory for the children of Israel.

I. Probable Defeat  2 Chronicles 20:1-5

A. Jehoshaphat cries out to God in the face of defeat
1. Judah was outnumbered and unlikely to win

2. The King doesn’t begin with his generals, his chariots or his weopons, he begins with God.

3. One of the greatest Kings since David 

He set himself to cleanse the land of idolatry (1 Kings 22:43). 

In the third year of his reign he sent out priests and Levites over the land to instruct the people in the law (2 Chr. 17:7-9). 

He had this testimony, that “he sought the Lord with all his heart” (2 Chr. 22:9). The kingdom of Judah was never more prosperous than under his reign. -Easton’s Bible Dictionary

4. The one thing that made him great was that the put God first.
B. The Power of looking to God first

1. We need power when we are facing defeat but what do we do?

We struggle in our own strength first. We expend all our own resources. Then we are defeated 

2. We are defeated because we work in our own strength and don’t first seek and trust God

We’re not seeking Him first in our finances.  If we did we would give Him the firstfruits of our labors. (lingo: tithes and offerings)

We’re not seeking Him first in our families.  If we did we would raise our children the way He instructs.  Husbands, We would love our wives as Christ loved the church and wives we would submit to our husbands as unto Christ.  

We’re not seeking Him first our workplace.  We dishonor the Lord’s Day.  We think our work life is under different rules than our Christian life.

d)
We’re not seeking Him first our personal struggles with sin.

We are doing it our way first and when and only when we fail, then  we go looking for God.  If we made God our first priority we wouldn’t have to come to Him as our last resort DKM

Jehoshaphat began with God and did not look to himself.

C. Illustration:  I Wish My computer could do that.
1. I talk to people and pastors all the time about computers and palm computers. Many of them own a desktop or even a Palm. I’ll often ask them what programs they have and tell them about the programs I most often use.  Many time when I show them something that I use everyday on my computer, “They will respond, I wish my computer could do that.”  I will respond, “It can all you have to do is click this little button. The program’s already preinstalled you just have to make use of it.”

2. Often as Christians we are doing the same thing, wishing we could see our lives changed by the power of God, yet seeing no change. All we have to do is make use of what is already there. Go to the start menu and select God!
II. Presence of God  2 Chonicles 20: 14-17

A. Jahaziel tells of God’s presence to fight the battle.

1. Jahaziel his name means “beheld of God.”  This person by his very name signifies the reality of the presence of God.  God sees me!
2. I imagine that God chose him because of his office and because of his name. He was a Levite the priestly tribe but he was also one of the sons of Asaph, the psalm writer second only to David.
3. This Jahaziel had zeal.  He was sensitive to the presence and moving of God.  Therefore, God was able to speak through him and use him to bless the people.

4. This is the message that he brought, “Be not afraid for the battle is not yours but God’s.
B. The Power of God’s Presence

1. We could use a little Jahaziel reminder in our lives sometimes. “God sees me, God is here with me.”

2. Do we really realize what it means to have God with us? What more can be given than God’s presence?

3. Scripture:  

I will never leave you nor forsake you.  I will come to you Jo14

If God be for us who then can be against us Romans 8:30

4. When I become more aware of the presence of God in my life then I will also become more aware of the power of God in my life.

C. Illustration: Meeting Karl Barth’s barber
1. Karl Barth, the famous theologian, was on a streetcar one day in Basel, Switzerland, where he lectured.  A tourist to the city climbed on and sat down next to Barth.  The two men started chatting with each other.  "Are you new to the city?"  Barth inquired.  "Yes," said the tourist.  "Is there anything you would particularly like to see in this city?" asked Barth.  "Yes," he said, "I'd love to meet the famous theologian Karl Barth.  Do you know him?"  Barth replied, "Well as a matter of fact, I do.  I give him a shave every morning."  The tourist got off the streetcar quite delighted.  He went back to his hotel saying to himself, "I met Karl Barth's barber today."  How often do we miss the presence of God simply because we do not realize He is already here?
III. 
Power of Praise vs 2Chron 20:20-25

A. Judah’s Army experiences the Power of Praise.

1. The Kings words “Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper”

2. He took people and told them their purpose, established their priority and gave them words of praise.

People: singers unto the LORD, 

Purpose: they should praise the beauty of holiness, 

Priority: as they went out before the army
(1) How would you like to be in that choir? Talk about making it tough to get people in choir.

(2) Marching in front of the army w/o armor or sword.  Armed only with words of praise.

(3) But the king knew, “God’s praise would precede God’s power.”

Praise: and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.

3. When they began to praise God, He fought for them.  The enemy turned their weapons on themselves.  The army came only to spoil.

B. The Power of Praise

1. How can I experience the power of praise?

2. First I must become a person of praise?

when praise is done through God in me

(1) Ps 51:15  O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

when praise is done with the understanding

(2) 1Co 14:15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.

when praise is done with the soul

(3)  Ps 103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name

3. Secondly I must know how it is expressed?

Praise Him with my Life

(1) Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:  12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

Praise Him in my heart

(2) Eph 5:19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

Praise Him with my Voice

(3) Heb 13:15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

Praise Him especially in trials

(4) Ac 16:25  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 

Praise Him by praising those around you   

(5) Eph 5:21-6:9

(6) Parents, praise your children
How much did the praise of our parents mean to us as children?  How important was it that they hung our drawings on the fridge?  Or listened to us when we asked questions?  Or made a fuss over the A’s and B’s on our report card.  Or came to our school on parent’s night or our athletic games.
(a) Now how important is it to your child now.
(b) (c)
If you ever throw away one of the thousands of scribbles your child makes for you.  You better put in a brown paper bag, put the bag in a box, put the box in concrete and then throw it in the ocean.  Because if the find it in your trash can it will be brought to your attention with the most pitiful eyes you’ve ever seen.  And you’ll hear yourself saying, “I didn’t throw that way it must have fallen there by mistake when I was cleaning up.”
(c) (d)
Example: My file of Children’s art.  Lauren finding her artwork in the trash the Stephan finding her newspaper story in the trash.
(7) Husbands praise your wives
Be honest with you.  Some of you husbands should praise them just because they stay with you.  Talk about a work of the Lord.

Tell them they’re beautiful.  They are.  Tell them how much they mean to you.  They do.  Tell them you can’t make it without them.   I know most of you and you can’t.

(8) Wives praise your husbands

Wives you know what I said about husbands well it goes double for you.

It goes double first because it’s true second because men need to know they are looked up to and loved by their family.  If they don’t feel that is true they think they are a failure and may do something stupid to not be a failure.

(9) Bosses praise your employees

I said praise not raise but one may lead to another.

(10) Employees praise your bosses

And maybe you’ll get that raise.  Praise your boss by working “Not with eyeservice  but with heartservice as unto the Lord.”

Praise Him most greatly in His house

Jer 17:26  And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the house of the LORD. 
Quote:   Somehow, about forty percent of churchgoers seem to have picked up the idea that "singing in church is for singers." The truth is that "singing is for believers." The relevant question is not, "Do you have a voice?" but "Do you have a song?" - Donald Hustad, Leadership, Vol. 3, no. 1.

4. When these are done then I will begin to realize the power of praise.
God’s presence is uncovered 
2Ch 5:13  It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD;  14  So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God. 

God’s power is unsheathed
Ps 106:47  Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise. 

God’s Church is unleashed
Ac 2:47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

IV. Conclusion: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty by Joachim Neander
Grandson of a mu​si​cian and son of a teach​er, Ne​an​der stu​died the​ol​o​gy at Bre​men Un​i​ver​si​ty, 1666-1670. His fam​i​ly name was Neu​mann (“new man”), but, as was pop​u​lar at the time, his grandfather (also a preacher, and also named Joachim), changed it to a for​eign equiv​a​lent, in this case Greek.
From 1674-1679, Ne​an​der was prin​ci​pal of the Re​formed La​tein​schule (gram​mar school) in Düs​sel​dorf. Dur​ing these years, he used to wan​der the se​clud​ed Düs​sel Riv​er val​ley, which was, un​til the 19th Cen​tu​ry, a deep ra​vine be​tween rock fac​es and for​ests, with num​er​ous caves, grot​tos and wa​ter​falls. Prob​ab​ly, Ne​an​der wrote and sang ma​ny of his po​ems there, but al​so held ga​ther​ings and ser​vices. In the ear​ly 19th Cen​tu​ry, a large cave was named Ne​an​der​höhle af​ter him. In the mid-19th Cen​tu​ry, the ce​ment in​dus​try start​ed to quar​ry the lime​stone, and the nar​row ra​vine be​came a wide val​ley, which was now named the Ne​an​der Val​ley (in Ger​man, Ne​an​der​thal). The “Ne​an​der​thal Man” was found there in the sum​mer of 1856, giv​ing Jo​a​chim the dis​tinct​ion of be​ing the only hym​nist with a fos​sil hom​i​nid named af​ter him!
In 1679, Ne​an​der moved to Bre​men and worked as as​sist​ant preach​er at St. Mar​ti​ni church. The next year he be​came ser​i​ous​ly ill and died, pre​sum​a​bly of the plague.
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 1680, translated 1863

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, Who over all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, Who hath fearfully, wondrously, made thee;
Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlessly falling, hath stayed thee.
What need or grief ever hath failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade thee.

Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, Who, when tempests their warfare are waging,
Who, when the elements madly around thee are raging,
Biddeth them cease, turneth their fury to peace,
Whirlwinds and waters assuaging.

Praise to the Lord, Who, when darkness of sin is abounding,
Who, when the godless do triumph, all virtue confounding,
Sheddeth His light, chaseth the horrors of night,
Saints with His mercy surrounding.

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen sound from His people again,
Gladly for aye we adore Him.

V.  Other Illustrations:
To the ear of God everything he created makes exquisite music, and man joined in the paean of praise until he fell, then there came in the frantic discord of sin. The realization of redemption brings man by way of the minor note of repentance back into tune with praise again. 

   Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) 

We all sin by needlessly disobeying the apostolic injunction to rejoice as much as by anything else. 

   C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)

   It is said that in Africa there is a fruit called the "taste berry", because it changes a person's taste so that everything eaten tastes sweet and pleasant. Sour fruit, even if eaten several hours after the "taste berry," becomes sweet and delicious. Gratitude is the "taste berry" of Christianity, and when our hearts are filled with gratitude, nothing that God sends us seems unpleasant to us. Sorrowing heart, sweeten your grief with gratitude. Burdened soul, lighten your burden by singing God's praises. Disappointed one, dispel your loneliness by making others grateful.

   Sick one, grow strong in soul, thanking God that He loves you enough to chasten you. Keep the "taste berry" of gratitude in your hearts, and it will do for you what the "taste berry" of Africa does for the African.

   Alexander Whyte, the Scottish preacher, always began his prayers with an expression of gratitude. One cold, miserable day his people wondered what he would say. He prayed, "We thank Thee, O Lord, that it is not always like this."
It could have been worse.  How? It could have been real.

   Praise is the honey of life which a devout heart extracts from every bloom of providence and grace. - Charles H. Spurgeon

	Born: 1650, Bremen, Germany.

Died: May 31, 1680, Bremen, Germany.
	


  Let us, with a gladsome mind,

   Praise the Lord, for he is kind:

   For his mercies aye endure,

   Ever faithful, ever sure.

   Let us blaze his name abroad,

   For of gods he is the God:

   He, with all-commanding might,

   Filled the new-made world with light:

   All things living he doth feed,

   His full hand supplies their need:

   He his chosen race did bless

   In the wasteful wilderness:

   Let us then with gladsome mind

   Praise the Lord, for he is kind.

   - John Milton
   It was an exasperating morning. Our phone rang constantly, I washed a contact lens down the drain, our dryer died, and our dog, Princess, sat on the deck and barked incessantly. My head reeled. 

   "Anna, please go tell Princess to be quiet," I told my daughter. "But Mom," she pleaded with conviction, "Princess is singing 'Jesus Loves Me'--I just know it!" 

   Cheered by her insight, I realized that God speaks in different ways; what I considered noise, my daughter saw as one of God's creatures praising Him. I don't have to be inside a quiet, peaceful sanctuary to learn from Him, I thought. I just have to be listening. - Dayle A. Shockley, Spring, TX.  Today's Christian Woman, "Heart to Heart."

  Secular music, do you say, belongs to the devil? Does it? Well, if it did I would plunder him for it, for he has no right to a single note of the whole seven. Every note, and every strain, and every harmony is divine and belongs to us. So consecrate your voice and your instruments. Offer them to God, and use them to make all the hearts about you merry before the Lord. - William Booth. "William and Catherine Booth," Christian History, no. 26.

  I've experienced God's presence most powerfully in worship, often during the singing, I suppose because when we sing to him, we are looking hard in his direction. - J.I. Packer, Leadership, Vol. 12, no. 3.

Is it difficult to praise God.  Think for a moment of the author of this song of praise.  Fanny J Crosby.  

Blinded as a young child growing up in and living in near poverty married to a man who was also blind.   Yet she had leaned the power of praise.  She once said, “If God gave me a choice of having sight or being made blind.  I would choose blindness.  Why?  Because His face will be the first face I see when I get to heaven.”

Praise Him! praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!

Sing, O Earth, His wonderful love proclaim!

Hail Him! hail Him! highest archangels in glory;

Strength and honor give to His holy Name!

Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children,

In His arms He carries them all day long: 

Refrain

Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness.

Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in joyful song! 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!

For our sins He suffered, and bled, and died.

He our Rock, our hope of eternal salvation,

Hail Him! hail Him! Jesus the Crucified.

Sound His praises! Jesus who bore our sorrows,

Love unbounded, wonderful, deep and strong. 

Refrain 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer!

Heavenly portals loud with hosannas ring!

Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever.

Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet, and Priest, and King!

Christ is coming! over the world victorious,

Power and glory unto the Lord belong. 

Refrain 

   John R. W. Stott once admitted the truth that many of us have felt but failed to confess: "The thing I know will give me the deepest joy -- namely, to be alone and unhurried in the presence of God, aware of His presence, my heart open to worship Him -- is often the thing I least want to do."
   John G. Paton was a pioneer missionary in the New Hebrides. He went to the mission field as a young man with a young bride. When their first child was born, the child died and the wife died. He buried them with his own hands. Because he was among cannibals, he sat over the grave for many days and nights to prevent them from digging up the bodies and eating them. His testimony was that if the Lord Jesus Christ had not made Himself real to him during that time, he would have gone mad.- J. Vernon McGee, Galatians, p. 7475.

   Looking back, [my wife] Jan and I have learned that the wilderness is part of the landscape of faith, and every bit as essential as the mountaintop. On the mountaintop we are overwhelmed by God's presence. In the wilderness we are overwhelmed by his absence. Both places should bring us to our knees; the one, in utter awe; the other, in utter dependence. - Dave Dravecky in When You Can't Come Back. Christianity Today, Vol. 38, no. 2.

LA Dodger and Christian Orel Hershiser sings the Doxology to calm himself between innings of the World Series

Wrapping up Johnny Carson's Tonight Show 27th anniversary program was the Doxology, as sung by L.A. Dodger Orel Hershiser. Following last year's World Series, the pitching ace delighted the late night host with a sample of songs he sang to calm himself between innings. Carson recalled that Hershiser, an outspoken Christian, caught him a bit off guard by actually singing the song on the live program, but added that he was "moved" by it. Apparently, Carson chose the taped segment to conclude his prime-time television special.

The song of praise was a reminder of God’s presence even in the midst of the World Series.

We are like the woman who got electricity in her rural farm.

1.
The story is told of a Welsh woman who lived in a remote valley in Wales. She went to a great deal of trouble to have electrical power installed in her home. They noticed she didn't use very much electricity at all. In fact, her usage was minuscule. They sent a meter reader out to check on the matter. The man came to the door and said, "We've looked at the amount. Don't you use electricity?" "Oh yes" she said. "We turn it on every night to see how to light our lamps and any time we run out of kerosene and then we switch it off again."    This sounds like the way many Christians apply the power of God in their lives.

�1 ¶ It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.  2  Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi.  3  And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.  4  And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. 





�4 ¶ Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation;  15  And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.  16  To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.  17  Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you. 





�20 ¶ And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.  21  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever.  22  And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.  23  For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another.  24  And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped.  25  And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 








