Invitation: Commandment

Text: Luke 14:16

Introduction:  

Joke: Judgment Day Invitation

I. The Supper Luke 14:16-17

A. The Invitation is Given

1. Come for all things are now ready

a) In the Mideast this would be the second invitation. The first would have been given weeks even months before.

b) This invitation was a courtesy of the host, sending a servant to escort the guest to the feast.

c) To decline the invitation now would have been a contempt, an insult to the host.
2. The Supper is a symbol in this parable for God’s invitation to salvation.

a) It is given to the nation of Israel, his chosen people.

b) All is ready for Jesus, the Messiah, the object of their hopes and prayers for thousands of years has come.

B. The Invitation is still given.

1. You realize what it cost the Lord to host this supper?

2. His son came and was rejected by his own people, the Jews.

3. He was beaten and tortured by by our people, the Gentiles.

4. He was nailed to a cross and there he died.

5. This was the cost for the supper.  This is what it cost for God to be able to invite all of mankind to be with Him, the very life of his son.
C. Illustration: Manning the drawbridge and losing your son.
II. The Excuses Luke 14:18-20

A. The Guests conspire to refuse and thereby insult the host.

1. With one consent.  This wasn’t just a bad time it was a conspiracy. It was a purposefully act designed to offend the host of the supper especially be waiting until the last moment.
2. Jesus was telling those of this generation that they were refusing God’s invitation.

a) The Pharisees who would oppose God’s own son.

b) The ruling class who would not submit to His authority.

c) The nation of Israel who would and still does reject their Messiah, Jesus Christ.
3. The excuses were only that not reasons.

a) I have bought land and must go see it.  No one would buy land that they had not looked at.

b) I have bought five yoke of oxen and I must test them. This is like buying a care without test driving it. No one would do it.

c) I have married a wife. Why could not the wife attend? Nothing in custom or law would prevent a husband from bringing his new wife to the feast.
B. The Excuses are still being given.

1. The are not reasons for not coming to the supper, they are means for refusing the invitation. This is not about the supper it is about God who is inviting.

2. The excuses today for refusing salvation are the same as those given in the parable.

a) Joke: No Excuse Sunday

b) I have bought land, the love of possessions. (There is something more valuable than God.)

c) I have bought oxen, the love of work. (There is something more important the God.)

d) I have married, the love of other relationships. (There is someone more precious than God.)

3. It is not said this way, but the host knows. 

a) It is not about the feast, it is about the host.

b) We would love to come and eat the wonderful food but not with you.

c) We would love to have eternal life, but not with God.  Not under his terms we will not come.
C. Illustration: 
III. The Command Luke 14:21-24

A. The Lord commands His servant.

1. Go Out Quickly Into the City.

a) The servant was to go to the undesirables of the city, the place of the Lord rule.

b) He was to gather from the streets and the alleys the poor, the paralyzed, the cripple and the blind and bring them to the supper.

c) Still there was room.
2. Go Out Into places beyond the city.

a) The servant was to go beyond the borders of the city.

b) To go to those who had no hope of ever coming to such a supper because they were not citizens of that city. Yet now the Lord tells the servant Go and find them.

c) He is told to compel them to come in.  The servant was to do all that he could to bring them.

d) They would be embarrassed because they were not worthy, because they were not entitled and yet the Lord tells his servant make them understand, I want them to come.
3. For none of those invited shall taste my supper.

4. Jesus in very direct way tells the upper class, sophisticated, educated Jew, God is looking elsewhere.

a) He is looking to the fishermen, the tax collectors, the prostitutes and the outcasts.  They will come.

b) He is even looking outside of Abraham’s children, to the Samaritans and even to the Gentiles.  They have not reason to expect such a wonderful invitation but it will be given.

B. The Lord still commands us to Go Out Quickly.

1. Go out quickly to those whom society has branded outcasts.

a) The addicts, the poor, the drunks, the prostitutes and the pimps.  

b) Go out to the neglected and the forgotten to out and bring them in.

2. Go out quickly to those outside our culture, outside our ethnic group, outside our understanding of why it won’t work.

a) Do Buddhist need the Lord?  Do Muslims or Hindus or Confucians?  Yes and though they are outside what we think of in terms of being reachable by God, God does not and he still says go.

b) Do Mexicans, Africans, Indians or Chinese need the Lord? Yes and though the barriers of language and custom are difficult to get past, these hedges must not keep us from compelling them to come in.
3. We as God’s called servants must understand, “There is still room.” We must never forget our Lord’s will, “My house will be filled.”

4. Tell me, who have you invited to dinner?

a) Have you gone out to the streets and alleys of Channelview and invited people to God’s Supper?

b) Have you gone out to the highways and the hedges and invited people to fill God’s House?

c) Are you enabling this church through your tithes and offerings that it might continue to reach out with that wonderful invitation?

d) Are you giving to missions that that invitation will be heard around the world? “Though millions have come, there’s still room for one.”
C. Illustration: 
Luke 14:16  Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:


17  And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.


18  And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.


19  And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.


20  And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.


21  So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.


22  And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.


23  And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.


24  For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.
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�   To make it possible for everyone to attend church next Sunday, we are going to have a special "No Excuse Sunday." Cots will be placed in the foyer for those who say, "Sunday is my only day to sleep in." Murine will be available for those with tired eyes... from watching television too late on Saturday night. We will have steel helmets for those who say, "The roof would cave in if I ever came to church." Blankets will be provided for those who think the church is too cold, and fans for those who think the church is too hot. We will have hearing aids for those who say, "The Pastor speaks too softly," and cotton for those who say he preaches too loudly. Score cards will be available for those who wish to list the hypocrites present. Some relatives will be in attendance for those who like to go visiting on Sunday. There will be 100 T.V. dinners for those who cannot go to church and cook dinner also. One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to seek God in nature. Finally, the sanctuary will be decorated with both Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies for those who have never seen the church without them.


   Just suppose the Lord would begin tomorrow to make people as sick as they claim to be on Sunday. Just suppose the Lord would take away the child whom the parents use as an excuse for staying away from church. Some things sound humorous, but they are serious! What is your excuse for not attending the House of the Lord? See you next Sunday!
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23  And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.


24  For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.














