Hymn of Faith
Text: Habakkuk 3:16-19

Introduction: 
Joke: Three Envelopes

How do you deal with difficult times? Most of life’s situations don’t come with three envelopes. How do you make it through? How do you reconcile God’s love for you and the harsh realities of life? 

One of the hardest things to learn as a Christian is that God’s plans and my plans may not be the same. That I have to trust Him to use me in difficult times that I don’t like or understand. How do I act, how do I believe when I can’t understand what God is doing?  Even harder, how can I believe and act as a Christian when God’s plan involves me in the midst of difficulty and struggle? Habakkuk has the answer and it is the answer we must have. The answer is the same answer of David, Daniel, Isaiah and Nehemiah. It is the same answer that was given by the martyrs of the dark ages and the steadfast saints of  today. It is the answer that springs from faith in God and faith in His word.

Background of first two chapters. Habakkuk speaks with God about evil and its punishment. In chp 1 he asks God why he tolerates the evil and sin of the Jewish nation. "Hab 1:2 O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!" God tells him that the Chaldeans are coming as punishment for just that sin. Hab then questions if the cure is not worse than the disease.  The Babylonians are far worse in their sin even than the Children of Israel.  

In chp 2 God instructs Hab that once he has used the Chaldeans to sift his people, to separate the faithful from the hypocrite the true from the false he will also deal with the Babylonians as well. It is in this chapter that God give to Hab the OT verse most quoted in the NT " Hab 2:4 Behold, his soul, which is lifted up, is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith."  Indeed this is the theme of the book of Habakkuk, "The Just Shall Live By Faith."

Finally, in Chapter 3 Hab takes his eyes off himself, his people and the Babylonians and puts them on God.  It is then that he writes the "Hymn of Faith."

I. Fruit Failed vs. 16-17

A. Judah's strength and sustenance destroyed

1. Hab see the future of Israel. He is filled with a terror so great that it makes him physically ill when he knows that all will fail.

2. Everything they count on to sustain themselves will be gone when the Babylonians arrive like a plague and destroy their nation's wealth and prosperity.

3. The punishment for their sin, their apathy and their disregard of God will cost them everything they hold dear, everything they put their trust in will be gone.
B. When all strength is gone.

1. None of us are prophets we can't see as Hab did the problems even the catastrophes that are coming our way.  I'm glad I can't it would almost be a double test of faith, once when I saw it coming then again when it finally hit.  
2. Joke: Kind of like the man from a small town who visiting a big city for the first time and was run over by a hook and ladder truck from the fire dept.  When he got back home after some time in the hospital his friend asked him what happened?  "Well I heard the fire engine coming and just like here after it went by I stepped into the street to see where it was going." "Then what happened."  "Well believe it or not  there was a bunch of drunk painters following him!"

3. Seeing it or not there will always come times in our life when we are left with nothing, no resources, no finances, no way of seeing our way through with what we have always been able to depend upon.  
C. Illustration: for service up there.

D. Transition: Being fitted for service through adversity depends on doing what Hab did next in verse 18.
II. 
Fear Forsaken vs. 18

A. Habakkuk rejoices in the Lord.

1. Yet, in spite of it all, I will rejoice. 

2. This is not foolhardiness, nor is it a joy based upon wishfulness or foolishness. 

3. Hab says, "I will rejoice in the LORD (Jehovah) I will joy in God. 

4. His joy is based on something more lasting than the oldest fruit orchard, more protected than any herd in the stall.  His joy is based upon God who never fails nor ever quits.
B. 
What is My joy built upon?
1. Is it the circumstances of life?  Is it the lack of difficulties and trails?  Is it the absence of trouble?  Is it the amount of money I have in the bank, my job, my health?  Are these the things that my joy is built upon?

2. In John 14 -16 as the Lord is preparing his disciples for the most difficult time they will endure he uses the word joy 7 times.

a) John 15:11  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

b) John 16:20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.

c) John 17:13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.
3. Their joy was a gift given them from the Lord.  It was not dependent on anything else but God.
C. Illustration: When Jesus had calmed the storm he then asks the disciples, "Where was your faith?" 
1. He did not ask them why didn’t they have faith, he asks them where there faith was. The answer should have been, “Our faith is in Thee.” 

2. In the midst our depressions, our quitting, our cynicism,  our fear and disappointments I think the Lord is asking us, Where is you faith? Where is your joy? It not in things out there it is right here in me.
III. Faith Fortified vs 19

A. Habakkuk knows God

1. Hab looks to God and knows that in Him he will find strength.

2. He will make my feet like hinds feet.

a) Hinds are a type of gazelle and it is an animal that when it runs from a predator will often leap into the air.  The leap seems to say, "Even though I am being pursed by danger I can't help but leap for joy."

3. He says of God He will make me to walk upon my high places. 

a) How could there be high place in the midst of war and destruction? How could there be high places in the midst of death and loss? Hab found those high places within himself and his relationship with God. 

4. Hab didn't deny the troubles around him, but neither would he let the troubles deny the joy and peace of his God in him.
B. How well do you  know God?

1. Could it be that the difficulties, the troubles you may be going through are going to be used of God to bring you closer to himself?

2. I think your reaction to the troubles is a measurement of your knowledge of God. 

a) If the difficulties rob me of my joy and bring me to bitterness and emptiness doesn't it mean that I really don't know the God of Habakkuk as I should.

3. Quote: from Oswald Chambers.  "The Christian is hilarious when crushed by difficulties for he knows the situation is ludicrously impossible except to God."

4. Quote: from Nehemiah, "The Joy of the Lord is my Strength."  
5. Quote: from Bro. Lawrence, “I know not how God will dispose of me.  I am always happy.  All the world suffers; and I, who deserve the severest discipline, feel joys so continual and so great that I can scarce contain them.”
6. These men knew God and in that knowledge they found him to be a God of strength who give the ability to leap for joy in the midst of sorrow and to know peace in the midst of turmoil.
IV. Conclusion:
  The hymn God Moves in a Mysterious Way has been a source of great comfort and blessing to many of God's people since William Cowper wrote it in the 18th century. Yet few people know of the unusual circumstances that led to its composition.

   William Cowper was a Christian, but he had sunk to the depths of despair. One foggy night he called for a horsedrawn carriage and asked to be taken to the London Bridge on the Thames River. He was so overcome by depression that he intended to commit suicide. But after 2 hours of driving through the mist, Cowper's coachman reluctantly confessed that he was lost. Disgusted by the delay, Cowper left the carriage and decided to find the London Bridge on foot. After walking only a short distance, though, he discovered that he was at his own doorstep! The carriage had been going in circles. Immediately he recognized the restraining hand of God in it all. Convicted by the Spirit, he realized that the way out of his troubles was to look to God, not to jump into the river. 

Year later when he lived with John Newton, throughout his life he still suffered with sever bouts of depression and anxiety. He lived with John Newton and his wife because he could not live alone.  Newton and Cowper wrote hymn after hymn together probably a  way to help overcome Cowper’s depressions. Cowper wrote these words inspired by the words of Habakkuk.
Though vine nor fig tree neither
Their wonted fruits should bear,
Though all the fields should wither,
Nor flocks nor herds be there;
Yet, God the same abiding,
His praise shall tune my voice;
For, while in him confiding,
I cannot but rejoice.

V. Other Illustrations:

you wake up face down on the pavement
 you call 911 and they put you on hold
 you see a 60 Minutes news team waiting in your office
 your birthday cake collapses from the weight of the candles
 you turn on the news and they are showing emergency routes out of the city
 your twin forgets your birthday

William Cowper who wrote God moves in Mysterous Ways and There is a Fountain filled with blood" Was was given to anxiety and depression and more than once contemplated suicidehas written verse that reflects these last verses:

Though vine nor fig tree neither
Their wonted fruits should bear,
Though all the fields should wither,
Nor flocks nor herds be there;
Yet, God the same abiding,
His praise shall tune my voice;
For, while in him confiding,
I cannot but rejoice.

   John Newton credited his wife with being the inspiration that enabled him to leave the slave trading in Africa and find salvation in Jesus Christ. They were married for forty years. When she died Newton preached on this text from Habakkuk 3:17: "Though the fig tree does not bud, and there are no grapes on the vines ... yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior."
You know it’s going to be a bad day when:
 you turn on the morning news and they’re displaying emergency routes out of the city
 you wake up in the morning and the sun rises in the west
 your boss tells you not to bother taking off your coat
 your horn gets stuck following a group of hell’s angels
 when you jump out of bed and miss the floor
 wake up in the morning and your dentures are locked together
 when you call your answering service and they tell you none of your business
 when you step on the scale and it reads tilt
 when you call suicide prevention and they put you on hold

Bible Test

A man went to the local church and asked to join. The preacher said, "Ok,

but you have to pass a small Bible test first. The first question is

"Where was Jesus born?"

The man answered, "Longview."

The preacher said, "Sorry...you can't join our church." 

Soooooo....he went to another church and asked to join. The preacher said,

"We would love to have you but you have to pass a Bible test first. Where

was Jesus born?"

The man said "Tyler."

The preacher said "Sorry...you can't join our church."

Soooo....he goes to another church and asked to join.  The preacher said,

"That's great!  We welcome you with open arms."

The man said, "I don't have to pass no Bible test first?"

The preacher said, "No."

The man said, "Can I ask you a question?"

The preacher said, "Sure."

The man said, "Where was Jesus born?"

The preacher said, "Palestine."

The man mumbled to himself "I knew it was in East Texas somewhere."

�16 ¶  When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops. 17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither [shall] fruit [be] in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and [there shall be] no herd in the stalls:


18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.


19  The LORD God [is] my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' [feet], and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments.





�Three Envelopes


	Bro. LeRoy had just been voted in as the new pastor of the largest church in town.


	The former pastor who was retiring met with him privately and presented him with three numbered envelopes, #1,#2, and #3.  "Open these if you run up against a problem you don't think you can solve." 


	Things went along pretty smoothly, but about a year later things took a downturn and Bro. LeRoy was catching a lot of heat.  About at his wit's end, he remembered the envelopes.  He went to his drawer and took out the first envelope.  The message read, "Blame your the former pastor."


	Bro. LeRoy called a busniness meeting and tactfully laid the blame at the feet of the previous pastor.  Satisfied with his comments the majority of the churh responded positively.  Things began to pick up and the problem was soon behind him.


	About a year later, the church was again experiencing a loss of momentum and membership,  having learned from his previous experience, Bro. LeRoy quickly opened the second envelope.  The message read, "Hold a big revival and then reorganize." This he did, and the church quickly rebounded.


	After several consecutive productive years, the church once again fell on difficult times.  This time by far the most difficult of all, but Bro. LeRoy wasn't worried he still had one envelope left. He went to his office, closed the door, reached inside his desk drawer got the envelope and with a confidant smile on his face he opened the third envelope.


	The message simply said, "Prepare three envelopes."


�16 When I heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he will invade them with his troops. 17  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither [shall] fruit [be] in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and [there shall be] no herd in the stalls:





�   An evangelist told the following story in one of his campaigns. He said, "I have a friend who during the depression lost a job, a fortune, a wife, and a home, but tenaciously held to his faith -- the only thing he had left.


   One day he stopped to watch some men building a stone church. One of them was chiseling a triangular piece of rock. 'What are you going to do with that?' asked my friend. The workman said, 'Do you see that little opening way up there near the spire? Well, I'm shaping this down here so that it will fit up there.' Tears filled the eyes of the heart-broken man as he walked away. It seemed that God had spoken through the workman to explain the ordeal through which he was passing."  








�18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.





�19  The LORD God [is] my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' [feet], and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. 








