
Hebrews Christ Above All
God’s Plan
Text: Hebrews 12
Introduction:

Joke: Having a great plan  

Four doctors met for lunch one day. The Japanese doctor says, 'Medicine in my country is so advanced that we can take a kidney out of one man, put it in another, and have him out looking for work in six weeks.' 

A German doctor says, 'That is nothing. We can take a lung out of one person, put it in 

 another, and have him out looking for work in four weeks.' 

A British doctor says, 'In my country medicine is so advanced that we can take half a heart out of one person, put it in another, and have both of them out looking for work in two weeks.' 

The American doctor, not to be outdone, interjected, 'You guys are way behind. We are about to take a woman with no brains, put her in the White House, and within a week half the country will be out looking for work.
Is that the kind of thing that would get me in trouble with the IRS? Well it serves a purpose. If you have a plan you can do amazing things, but you need to know the plan to many today don’t. Here in Hebrews 12 God tells us his plan. It is comprehensive and answere many of the question the Hebrews and you and I often ask God. Questions like why does a good God allow suffering.  What do you want me do do with my life? And even Where are we headed, God? 


Turn to Hebrews 12 and look at God’s Plan for pain, peace and his people.

Paul lays out God’s plan to the Hebrews.
I. God’s Plan In Pain Hebrews 12:4-11

A. God uses Pain to come to good
1. He tells them to keep things in perspective. “Ye have not resisted unto blood.”
a) They have not suffered as Jesus has suffered.
b) Nor had they been killed for their faith.

2. He points out the reality of pain, testing and suffering to the child of God

a) Vs. 5-6 “Whom the Lord loves he chastens and scourges every son whom he receives.”

(1) A reference from Pr 3:11-12

b) Enduring suffering proves you are a son of God.

3. Again he tells them to see the true perspective.

a) We had eartly fathers who used punishment and difficulties to bring us up.

b) How much better for us when our Heavenly Father uses these things to bring us to be partakers of his holiness.
4. Finally look at the result of the suffering. “It yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them that are exercised thereby.” Vs. 11
B. What we need to learn about the tough side of Christianity.
1. God intends for us to suffer. Not always, not more than we can bear but still pain is part of God’s plan for us. 
2. It is a plan for our good not our hurt and it is a plan that will produce a holiness that nothing else can as well as fruit of righteousness.
3. Christian teaching and preaching today is devoid of the truth of suffering, pain and chastisement as a result it produces Christians who are devoid of holiness and righteousness.
4. Remember the old saying, “You can’t make an omlet without cracking some eggs.” It meant you can’t get something done worthwhile without some loss.
a) The same is true of real Christianity. You can’t make a mature child of God without suffering.”

5. Quote: Charles Spurgeon

a)   Charles Spurgeon looked back upon dark hours in his own life and said:  I bear willing witness that I owe more to the fire, and the hammer, and the file, than to anything else in my Lord's workshop. I sometimes question whether I have ever learned anything except through the rod. When my schoolroom is darkened, I see most.
C. Illustration: A kick saves a child
1. A Norfolk-Southern train was rolling down the rails of Indiana at 24 miles per hour. Suddenly the conductor, Robert Mohr, spotted an object on the tracks roughly a city block away. Initially the engineer, Rod Lindley, thought it was a dog on the tracks. Then Mohr screamed, "That's a baby!" The baby was 19-month-old Emily Marshall, who had wandered away from home while her mother planted flowers in her yard.

2.    Lindley hit the brakes. Mohr bolted out the door and raced along a ledge to the front of the engine. He realized there was no time to jump ahead of the train and grab the baby. So he ran down a set of steps, squatted at the bottom of the grill, and hung on.

3.    As the train drew close to Emily, she rolled off the rail onto the roadbed, but she was still in danger of being hit by the train. So Mohr stretched out his leg and pushed her out of harm's way. Mohr then jumped off the train, picked up the little girl, and cradled her in his arms.

4.    Little Emily ended up with just a cut on her head and a swollen lip.

5.    Sometimes, like this train conductor, God must hurt us in order to save us. - Charles Kimball, Leadership, Vol. 21, no. 3.
D. Transition: But pain is not the end of God’s plan it is only the beginning of something very wonderful. 
II. God’s Plan in Peace Hebrews 12:12-17

A. Just as God has a plan in pain He also has a plan in Peace.
1. It begins with rejoicing in the race they are running in vs 12 “Lift up the hands which hand down, and the feeble knees.”

a) Now they run with an understanding of why they are running and why they must hurt in the course of the race.
b) He tells them in vs. 13 not to be lamed or hurt but to be healed and continue the race.
2. Here is the next part of God’s plan. Follow peace with all and holiness. That’s it follow peace and holiness. That’s a pretty simple plan.

3. He warns them that there is one thing that can really take them off the course of this race and that is in vs. 15, “Failing of the grace of God.”

a) He is not talking about losing salvation but of failing to appropriate the grace that God has given to us to run the race that is set before us.

b) This is the person who lags behind further and further each day until they lose sight of their traveling companions and ultimately even of their destination.
c) This “failing” is caused by letting a “root of bitterness spring up” He warns “thereby many be defiled.” 

4. He likens a person who has been embittered to a fornicator or a profane person. 
a) This is not physical fornication or profanity but a spiritual betrayal of love for God and a carrying the name of God as his children but the life this one lives does not honor the name he bears and he is guilty of taking the Name of the Lord in vain though he never utters a profanity.

b) He point out Esau as an example.

(1)  He bore the name of God as one of the descendants of Abraham but sold it for a bowl of hot soup.

(2)  He profaned his own fathers name by his contempt and lost that birthright forever.

B. When it comes to us today, can we stick to the plan?
1. Here it is again. Follow after peace with all men and follow after holiness with God.

2. Wouldn’t it be great to say at the end of our lives just like Hannibal Smith used to say on the A-Team. “I love it when a plan comes together.”

3. The only thing preventing the plan from coming together is “failing of the grace of God.”

a) We must guard against the root of bitterness that could spring up and cause us to drop out of the race.

b) The only way of staying in the race is by looking to Jesus and understanding the why of pain that we must deal with.

C. Illustration: Swimming to Catalina Island and failing because of the fog
.

D. Transition: There is still one integral part left to God’s plan look at verse 18
III.  God’s Plan in People Hebrews 12:18-29

A. Paul explains the final and best aspect of God’s plan.
1. God’s has a plan for your destination.
a) He tells the Hebrews they are part of an elite as special people even more than those who came to Mt. Sinai.

(1) Those at Sinai could not come near to God. They could not bear to hear the voice of God nor even to look upon Moses who had come down from being with God. 

(2) Even Moses he reminds them said “I exceedingly fear and quake.”

b) They as God’s children of the New Covenant are come to a different Mountain of God.

(1)  They have come to Mt. Zion, to the holy city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.

(2)  They have come to a different assembly now they stand not with the Hebrews of old but with and innumerable company of angels and with the general assembly and the church of the firstborn.

(3)  And they are come to God and to Jesus.

c) Finally, he tells them in vs. 28. We receive a kingdom which cannot be moved.

d) That is God ultimate plan for his people. 
B. In closing this with an application to us
1. I want you to realize that all the Paul says applies to us today. We also have come to Mt. Zion.

a) All that Paul says is in the present tense not the future. He is not talking of something that we will have but of something that we have now.

b) If we are to run the race with endurance we must understand that we already are on they homestretch. Our feet have already touched the base of Mt Zion and we can already see the assembled angels gathering around the throne and cheering us home.

c) If we will but look around us we will see the throng of those we run with, the church of the firstborn as all of us together have push toward the fulfillment of God’s ultimate plan, us with Him for all eternity. 
2. These things are already true, that immovable kingdom is already mine so as Paul says, “Let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear for our God is a consuming fire.”
a) Let us have grace. It is the fuel that fires this race. 
b) In our life it is all of grace or it is all for nothing. 

3. Quote: Dietrich Bonhoffer

a) Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

b) Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy [for] which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble, it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him. ...

c) Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. - Dietrich Bonhoeffer in The Cost of Discipleship. Christianity Today, Vol. 42, no. 8.
C. Illustration: 
IV. Conclusion:

A. What will you do with God’s Plan?

1. So many are always asking God to tell them what He has planned for them and yet when it is revealed right here in His Word so many ignore it looking for something more complicated.

2. But its not complicated its very simple.

a) God’s has a plan for the pain you suffer.

b) God has a plan for your life. You are to follow peace with all and holiness with God
c) Finally, God has a plan for his people. You are standing on Mt Zion and will realize your destination if you will but have grace, appropriate the grace that God bestows so that you can run this race with patience keeping your eyes upon Jesus Christ the author and finisher of our faith.
V. Other Illustrations and Notes
   Sometimes the pressures of life seem too much for us. We long to be free from them. We forget that a diamond is just a lump of coal that has been under pressure! It's true. Both coal and diamond consist of carbon. The difference is due to the situation in which each is found. So if you feel you're under pressure, it may be that God is making a diamond out of you. - Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

  Coach Lou Holtz of the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame is legendary in his adherence to discipline.

   "When it comes to discipline here," Holtz says, "We ask three questions: Will it make him a better man? A better student? A better athlete? If the answer is yes, we make him do it. The next step is up to him. An individual has a choice when you discipline him: either to become bitter or better."

   Judging by his squad's record, Lou Holtz's charges have become better men. - The Saturday Evening Post, September 1989.

A Norfolk-Southern train was rolling down the rails of Indiana at 24 miles per hour. Suddenly the conductor, Robert Mohr, spotted an object on the tracks roughly a city block away. Initially the engineer, Rod Lindley, thought it was a dog on the tracks. Then Mohr screamed, "That's a baby!" The baby was 19-month-old Emily Marshall, who had wandered away from home while her mother planted flowers in her yard.

   Lindley hit the brakes. Mohr bolted out the door and raced along a ledge to the front of the engine. He realized there was no time to jump ahead of the train and grab the baby. So he ran down a set of steps, squatted at the bottom of the grill, and hung on.

   As the train drew close to Emily, she rolled off the rail onto the roadbed, but she was still in danger of being hit by the train. So Mohr stretched out his leg and pushed her out of harm's way. Mohr then jumped off the train, picked up the little girl, and cradled her in his arms.

   Little Emily ended up with just a cut on her head and a swollen lip.

   Sometimes, like this train conductor, God must hurt us in order to save us. - Charles Kimball, Leadership, Vol. 21, no. 3.
�4 ¶  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.


5  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:


6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.


7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?


8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.


9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?


10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.


11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.


�Pr 3:11  My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:  12  For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.


�12  Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;


13  And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.


14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:


15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;


16  Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.


17  For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.


�When she looked ahead, Florence Chadwick saw nothing but a solid wall of fog. Her body was numb. She had been swimming for nearly sixteen hours.


Already she was the first woman to swim the English Channel in both directions.  Now, at age 34, her goal was to become the first woman to swim from Catalina Island to the California coast.


	On that Fourth of July morning in 1952, the sea was likean ice bath and the fog was so dense she could hardly see her support boats. Sharks cruised toward her lone figure, only to be driven away by rifle shots. Against the frigid grip of the  sea, she struggled on - hour after hour - while millions watched on national television.


	Alongside Florence in one of the boats, her mother and her trainer offered encouragement. They told her it wasn't much farther. But all she could see was fog.  They urged her not to quit. She never had . . . until then. With only a half mile to go, she asked to be pulled out.


	Still thawing her chilled body several hours later, she told a reporter, "Look, I'm not excusing myself, but if I could have seen land I might have made it." It was not fatigue or even the cold water that defeated her. It was the fog. She was unable to see her goal.


	Two months later, she tried again. This time, despite the same dense fog, she swam with her faith intact and her goal clearly pictured in her mind. She knew that somewhere behind that fog was land and this time she made it! Florence Chadwick became the first woman to swim the Catalina Channel, eclipsing the men's record by two hours!


�18 ¶  For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,


19  And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:


20  (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:


21  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)


22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,


23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,


24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.


25  See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:


26  Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.


27  And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.


28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:


29  For our God is a consuming fire.
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