Hebrews: Christ Above All
Within the Veil Without the Camp
Text: Hebrews 13:10-25
Introduction: 
 The Sabbath Violator


Moe and Lenny are strolling home from shul one Saturday morning.  Suddenly a cab speeds past, and their friend, Irving, is running frantically behind it, flailing his arms wildly.


"Well," said Lenny, "I never imagined our good friend Irving was a Sabbath violator!  Look at him running for that taxi."


"Wait a minute," Moe replied.  "Didn't you read that book I lent you, 'The Other Side of the Story', about the command to judge other people favorably?  I'll bet we can think of hundreds of excuses for Irving's behavior."


"Yeah, like what?"


"Maybe he's sick and needs to go to the hospital."


"Come on!  He was running 60 miles an hour after that cab -- he's healthier than Arnold Schwartzenweis."


"Well, maybe his wife's having a baby."


"She had one last week."


"Well, maybe he needs to visit her in the hospital."


"She's home."


"Well, maybe he's running to the hospital to get a doctor."


"He *is* a doctor."


"Well, maybe he need supplies from the hospital."


"The hospital is a three minute walk in the opposite direction."


"Well, maybe he forgot that it's Shabbos!"


"Of course he knows it's Shabbos.  Didn't you see his tie?  It was his paisley beige 100% silk Giovani tie from Italy.  He never wears it during the week."


"Wow, you're a really observant!  I didn't even notice he was wearing a tie."


"How could you not notice?  Didn't you see how it was caught on the back fender of the taxi?"
I. Altar Hebrews 13:10-15

A. The altar of Christ
1. The sacrifice of the animals on Yom Kippur

a)  The blood is taken within the sanctuary, behind the veil.
b) But the bodies of the animals were taken outside the camp and burned.
2. Are a foreshowing of the sacrifice of Christ

a) Jesus was offered and suffered God’s wrath outside the camp, away from the temple and outside the approval of the Jewish religion of the day.

b) Yet his blood was offered before the presence of God.
3. The Hebrews altar is Jesus and only they can go to him outside the camp, outside Judaism. 

a) Vs. 10 We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.
b) They have no right because they do not know Christ and only those who do know Him as Lord and savior can come to the altar of Christ and worship Him.

4. Paul then exhorts the Hebrews to “go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.

a) The Hebrews are urged to go to Christ no matter what the cost in shame and humiliation, bear his reproach as he bore theirs on Calvary.

b) The reason he tells them they should go forth is because they don’t have a “continuing city” a permanent place to dwell on this earth but like Abraham of old “we seek one to come”

5. Until then they should “offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”
B. The altar of Christ for us.

1. The exhortation is the same for us as it was for the Hebrews, “Go forth therefore unto him without the camp.”
2. We are to seek to worship Christ at an altar that the organized religions of this world have no right to worship at.

3. We came not to this altar because of any religion, including Baptist, but we came because Christ bore our reproach outside the camp.

4. Real worship of Jesus Christ is not due to our being Baptist but is due to our coming to Jesus day after day to worship Him.

5. If our worship is encompassed solely in confines of any denomination than we have not gone outside the camp but have confined our experience of Jesus to the restrictions of a denomination and a denomination can’t worship God only those who have experienced salvation can.

6. We must go within the veil and outside the camp to truly worship Jesus Christ.

7. Just as the Hebrews of Paul’s time we must remember that we do not have a permanent dwelling place here on this earth. 

a) We should remember that we are still Hebrews in that sense wanderers in this world looking for that city who builder and found is God.

b) If we can grasp this reality then we will “offer the sacrifice of praise continually to God” because that is our permanent dwelling place with Him for all eternity.

c) We look for the place only because of the person who lives there. We long for heaven not because it is our destination but because being with Him is our destiny.
C. Illustration: Pilgram Enters Heaven
The talk they had with the Shining Ones was about the glory of the place; who told them that the beauty and glory of it was inexpressible. "There," said they, "is the Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem; the innumerable company of angels; and the spirits of just men made perfect (#Heb 12:22-24). You are going now," said they, "to the Paradise of God; wherein you shall see the tree of life, and eat of the never fading fruits thereof.  And when you come there, you shall have white robes given you; and your walk and talk shall be every day with the King, even all the days of eternity (#Re 2:7 3:4 21:14). There you shall not see again such things as you saw when you were in the lower region upon the earth: to wit, sorrow, sickness, affliction, and death; for the former things are passed away (#Isa 65:16). 

The men then asked, "What must we do in the holy place ?" To whom it was answered: "You must there receive the comfort of all your toil, and have joy for all your sorrow; you must reap what you have sown, even the fruit of all your prayers, and tears, and sufferings for the King by the way (#Ga 6:7).  In that place you must wear crowns of gold, and enjoy the perpetual sight and visions of the Holy One; for there you shall see him as he is (#1Jo 3:2). There, also, you shall serve him continually with praise, with shouting, and thanksgiving; whom you desired to serve in the world, though with much difficulty, because of the infirmity of your flesh. There your eyes shall be delighted with seeing, and your ears with hearing the pleasant voice of, the mighty One. There you shall enjoy your friends again, that are got thither before you; and there you shall with joy receive even every one that follows into the holy place after you. There, also, you shall be clothed with glory and majesty, and put into an equipage fit to ride out with the King of Glory. When he shall come with sound of trumpet in the clouds, as upon the wings of the wind, you shall come with him; and when he shall sit upon the Throne of Judgment, you shall sit by him; yea, and when he shall pass sentence upon all the workers of iniquity, let them be angels or men, you also shall have a voice in that Judgment, because they were his and your enemies. Also, when he shall again return to the City, you shall go too, with sound of trumpet, and be ever with him.”(#1Th 4:13-16 Jude 14 Da 7:9,10 1Co 6:2,3) 

Now, while they were thus drawing towards the gate, behold a company of the heavenly host came out to meet them; to whom it was said, by the other two Shining Ones, "These are the men that have loved our Lord when they were in the world, and that have left all for his holy Name; and he hath sent us to fetch them, and we have brought them thus far on their desired journey, that they may go in and look their Redeemer in the face with joy." Then the heavenly host gave a great shout, saying, "Blessed are they that are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb" (#Re 19:9). 

There came out also at this time, to meet them, several of the King’s trumpeters, clothed in white and shining raiment; who, with melodious noises, and loud, made even the heavens to echo with their sound. These trumpeters saluted CHRISTIAN and his fellow with ten thousand welcomes, from the world: and this they did with shouting and sound of trumpet. 

This done, they compassed them round on every side: some went before, some behind, and some on the right hand, some on the left (as ‘twere to guide them through the upper regions); continually sounding as they went, with melodious noise, in notes on high; so that the very sight was, to them that could behold it, as if heaven itself was come down to meet them.  Thus, therefore, they walked on together; and as they walked, ever and anon these trumpeters, even, with joyful sound, would, by mixing their music with looks and gestures, still signify to CHRISTIAN and his brother how welcome they were into their company, and with what gladness they came to meet them.  And now were these two men, as ‘t were, in heaven, before they came at it; being swallowed up with the sight of angels, and with hearing of their melodious notes. Here also they had the City itself in view; and they thought they heard all the bells therein to ring, to welcome them thereto; but, above all, the warm and joyful thoughts that they had about their own dwelling there, with such company, and that for ever and ever. Oh, by what tongue or pen can their glorious joy be expressed!  And thus they came up to the gate. 

Now I saw in my dream, that these two men went in at the gate; and lo, as they entered, they were transfigured; and they had raiment put on that shone like gold. There were also those that met them with harps and crowns, and gave them to them; the harps to praise withal, and the crowns in token of honour.  Then I heard in my dream, that all the bells in the City rang again for joy; and that it was said unto them, "Enter ye into the joy of your Lord." I also heard the men themselves, that they sang with a loud voice, saying, "Blessing, honour, glory, and power, be to him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever" (#Re 5:13,14). 

Now, just as the gates were opened to let in the men, I looked in after them: and behold, the City shone like the sun: the streets also were paved with gold; and in them walked many men, with crowns on their heads, palms in their hands, and golden harps to sing praises withal. There were also of them that had wings; and they answered one another without intermission, saying, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord!" And after that they shut up the gates, which when I had seen, I wished myself among them.
II. Service Hebrews 13:16-17

A. Next Paul give practically ways to bring worship to earth.
1. He says, “don’t forget to do good and to share, for God is pleased with such sacrifices. Obey those who rule over you and submit yourselves to them for they watch for your souls. They must give account and by your obedience and submission they can do this with joy and not with grief for that grief is not good for you.
2. Paul reminds the Hebrews that worship outside the camp should also be coupled with working for God on this earth.

a) First simply do good, Wow what a concept Do good, people! How simple is that?

b) Secondly communicate that means share.

c) Then obey your pastors.

d) So it comes down to do good, share and obey. Sounds like everything I ever need to learn I learned in kindergarten doesn’t it? I can see Mrs. Cole now.

(1)  Children lets be good today.

(2)  Kris, share those toys with Joe Paul.

(3)  Make sure you obey your parents and teachers children or you’ll get in trouble.

B. Why do we have problems with such simple overriding truths.

1. How hard is it for us to do good? 

a) To help others, to show kindness, to not hurt others.

2. How difficult is it for us to share that which God has given us?
a) Whether a person is lost of saved we should be able to give some of the things we have to those who don’t have anything.

3. Perhaps the most difficult of all is obey.

a) Paul spells it out. “Obey them who rule over you for they watch for your souls.” 

b) How many churches would have been blessed if God’s people had just listened to Paul or to Mrs Cold for that matter. 

c) Paul says they give account to God and if there is no obeidance and no submission then their service is with grief and not with joy.

d) And that he says is unprofitable to those who did not obey and did not submit.

4. The dirge of pastors willing to pastor is the result of Christians unwilling to obey and submit to those pastors.

C. Illustration:
III. Paul’s Goodbye Hebrews 13:18-25

A. Paul finishes his letter to the Hebrews

1. Paul asks for the prays of the Hebrews.
a) Being persuaded that he has a good conscience in all things willing to live honestly.

b) But even more so pray for me that I may be restored to you sooner. Paul desired that they pray for him to see them again.

2. Then Paul prays for the Hebrews.

a) Vs. 20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

b) Notice how his prayer begins in praise to God, “the God of peace, that great shepherd of the sheep”

c) Notice his request, “God to make you complete in every good to do his will, working in you through Jesus Christ.

d) Then he ends in praise “Jesus Christ to whom be glory for ever and ever.”

3. Finally, he entreats them to accept the exhortation he has written to them it was only a small portion of what could have been written.

4. He hopes to travel with Timothy to come and see them he give greetings to their pastors and all the saints and send greetings from the Italians who are with him.

5. Then he closes with a blessing. Grace be with you all. Amen.
B. Bro. Kris finishes his ministry to Bayshore

1. I can’t help but read this last words and apply them to my own closing here at Bayshore.

2. This is my last message that I expect to preach as your pastor.

3. I share Paul’s hopes. I ask that you will pray for us both because we are part of the family of God but also because we were joined in a special relationship of pastor and church. I ask you to prayer for the work we will be starting it will be very difficult and I will need your prayers.

4. I will prayer for you that God will make you full in every good thing that you will do his will and that Jesus will work through you.
5. I will remember with great fondness our years here and hope that the Lord will see fit to lead us back from time to time that we might see one another again before we meet in heaven.

6. Finally, As Paul I can offer no greater blessing and hope that “Grace be with you all. Amen.”
�10  We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.


11  For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.


12  Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.


13  Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.


14  For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.


15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.


�16  But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.


17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.


�18 ¶  Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.


19  But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.


20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,


21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.


22  And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter unto you in few words.


23  Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see you.


24  Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints. They of Italy salute you.


25  Grace be with you all. Amen. Written to the Hebrews from Italy, by Timothy.
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