Hebrews; Christ Above All
A Greater High Priest
Text: Hebrews 5:1-10

Introduction:

I. Priest Passed Into the Heavens Hebrews 4:14-16

A. Jesus as High Priest is introduced from chapter 4:14-16

1. Jesus as our High Priest in Heaven is the reason the Hebrews should hold fast our profession

a) He is able to understand what they were suffering through since he also was tempted as we were.

2. Knowing this they are encouraged to come boldly to the Throne of Grace.

a) Knowing that Jesus was their High Priest and that he understood their suffering and temptations.

b) If they would come to the Throne they would obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

3. Paul was telling the Hebrew Christians not to quit, not to fall back in the ways of legalism or Judaism, but to look to Jesus their High Priest in Heaven. 

a) Go to Jesus he tells them. Jesus understands your trials and suffering he went through more than you will ever know.

b) Go to Jesus at the Throne of Grace and by going there you will obtain mercy and you will find grace. 

c) You need not quit for in the mercy and grace of God you will continue on in service and love.

B. Looking to our High Priest even today

1. What Paul tells the Hebrews is of course still true for us today.

2. We are to understand that Jesus is our High Priest, our intercessor.
a) He has gone from the earth that he might minister for us before God the Father in Heaven.

b) Scripture: Romans 8:34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
3. For this reason we also must not shrink back from our profession of faith. We also must not stop our service or sacrifice to Christ. 

a) It is often difficult and many times nigh impossible but God has provided for us even in this day and age the same means whereby we can obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

b) It’s there at the Throne of Grace, there where our Great High Priest intercedes for us. It’s there where Jesus is and where he invites us to come to Him.

C. Illustration: Elihu’s Discourse on Job’s Remedy Job 33:21-24

II. Priest From Among Men Hebrews 5:1-4

A. Paul then picks up this thought in Hebrews 5:1-4

1. The High Priest of the Past were chosen from among men
2. They could have compassion on the ignorant and erring because they themselves were often ignorant and weak.

3. For this reason they offered sacrifice not only for the people but also for themselves. 

4. The office of High Priest was an honor and this honor was bestowed by God not taken by the men themselves. 

5. William Newell sums it up like this

a) Priest are taken from among men

b) Priests are appointed for men

c) The priest is occupied with things pertaining to God

d) The priest offers both gifts and sacrifices for sins.

e) The priest must be one who can bear gently with the ignorant and the erring. 

f) The priest must be called of God

6. Paul’s purpose in giving this summary of the office of High Priest was to use it as a comparison to their Heavenly High Priest Jesus Christ.

a) The Hebrews were looking back to what they used to have.

b) Paul was telling them to look forward, look upward to what you have now. 

c) There can be no comparison. Jesus is a Greater High Priest.
B. The Priest of the OT played a role similar to the Pastor of the NT.
a) The pastor is taken from among men

b) The pastor is appointed for men

c) The pastor is occupied with things pertaining to God

d) The pastor does not offers gifts and sacrifices for sins, but preaches and teaches of Jesus God’s own gift of sacrifice for sin.

e) The pastor must be one who can bear gently with the ignorant and the erring. 

f) The pastor must be called of God
2. Just as Paul would direct the Hebrew Christians toward their Heavenly high priest so also must we look not on our Pastors but upon the one they preach Jesus Christ.
a) Just like the OT High Priest the pastor can identify with sin because he is a sinner.

b) Just as the OT high Priest would offer sacrifices for the people and for himself so must the Pastor understand he must continuously go before God and seek forgiveness for his own sins.

c) There are many pastors today who would lift themselves up as somehow more holy, more righteous than the congregations they lead.

d) They would tell you that God is closer to them because they are closer to God. 

e) Such an attitude is an affront to the holiness of God and the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  If the call to the ministry breeds conceit and self-righteousness rather than humility and meekness then it is a false call from a false God.

C. Illustration: Peter Baxter’s Prayer for Intensity

D. Transition
III. Priest Of Perfection Hebrews 5:5-9

A. Paul Looks to Christ The Perfect Priest
1. Christ God’s own son was called of God to be our High Priest.
2. Called after the order of Mechisedec, not the order of Aaron
a) An order that preceded the priests called under the law.

b) An order that was outside the Jewish nation and reached both Jew and Gentile.

3. Though Jesus was God’s son he learned obedience by the things which he suffered.

a) This does not mean he had to be taught how to obey.

b) It means he learned through experience and trial what obedience could and did teach.

4. These lessons of obedience brought him then to perfection.

a) Not sinlessness for he was already sinless, but completeness.

b) Jesus was not completed until he had fully obeyed His Father, went to the Cross and there suffered for our sins.

c) Having done so he was then the author, the cause, of salvation to all them that obey him.
B. Look To Christ
1. I am afraid that too many times our Christian experience suffers in the same way that the Hebrew Christians did.
2. We are looking somewhere else instead of to our Heavenly High Priest.
a) We look to our church, our family, our heritage.

b) We look to our baptism, our Christian friends even our pastor.
c) These things are all good, just as the OT High Priest was a good man chosen by God but they are not what we need.

3. We need a high priest that is passed into the heavens. We need a high priest who waits at the throne of grace to give us mercy and grace to help in time of need.

4. We need Jesus Christ, not a pale imitation, not even a sincere imitation but truly the Son of God, our perfect savior who understands our suffering and can offer us the help we need to be faithful to Him.

C. Illustration: Florence Chadwick “If Only I Could Have Seen
…”
IV. Conclusion: Look To Christ
�1 ¶  For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins:


2  Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity.


3  And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins.


4  And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.


5  So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.


6  As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.


7  Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;


8  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;


9  And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;


10 ¶  Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.


�


14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.


15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.


16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.


�21  His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were not seen stick out.


22  Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to the destroyers.


23  If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness:


24  Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom.


�1 ¶  For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins:


2  Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity.


3  And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins.


4  And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.


�I know not what others think of them; but for my part, I am ashamed of my stupidity, and wonder at myself that I deal not with my own and others’ souls, as one that looks for the great day of the Lord; and that I can have room for almost any other thoughts or words; and that such astonishing matters do not wholly absorb my mind. I marvel how I can preach of them slightly and coldly, and how I can let men alone in their sins, and that I do not go to them, and beseech them, for the Lord’s sake, to repent, however they may take it, and whatever pains or trouble it may cost me! I seldom come out of the pulpit, but my conscience smiteth me that I have been no more serious and fervent in such a case. It accuseth me not so much for want of ornaments or elegancy, nor for letting fall an unhandsome word; but it asketh me, ‘How couldst thou speak of life and death with such a heart? How couldst thou preach of heaven and hell in such a careless, sleepy manner Dost thou believe what thou sayest? Art thou in earnest or in jest? How canst thou tell people that sin is such a thing, and that so much misery is upon them and before them, and be no more affected with it? Shouldst thou not weep over such a people, and should not thy tears interrupt thy words? Shouldst not thou cry aloud, and show them their transgressions, and entreat and beseech them as for life and death? ’ Truly, this is the peal that conscience doth ring in my ears, and yet my drowsy soul will not be awakened.


�5  So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.


6  As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.


7  Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;


8  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;


9  And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;


�When she looked ahead, Florence Chadwick saw nothing but a solid wall of fog. Her body was numb. She had been swimming for nearly sixteen hours.


Already she was the first woman to swim the English Channel in both directions.  Now, at age 34, her goal was to become the first woman to swim from Catalina Island to the California coast.


	On that Fourth of July morning in 1952, the sea was likean ice bath and the fog was so dense she could hardly see her support boats. Sharks cruised toward her lone figure, only to be driven away by rifle shots. Against the frigid grip of the  sea, she struggled on - hour after hour - while millions watched on national television.


	Alongside Florence in one of the boats, her mother and her trainer offered encouragement. They told her it wasn't much farther. But all she could see was fog.  They urged her not to quit. She never had . . . until then. With only a half mile to go, she asked to be pulled out.


	Still thawing her chilled body several hours later, she told a reporter, "Look, I'm not excusing myself, but if I could have seen land I might have made it." It was not fatigue or even the cold water that defeated her. It was the fog. She was unable to see her goal.


	Two months later, she tried again. This time, despite the same dense fog, she swam with her faith intact and her goal clearly pictured in her mind. She knew that somewhere behind that fog was land and this time she made it! Florence Chadwick became the first woman to swim the Catalina Channel, eclipsing the men's record by two hours!


                  By Author Unknown


                  Submitted by Michele Borba  
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