
Hebrews: Christ Above All
Chapter 1 A Better Revelation
Text:

Introduction:

Background: 


Theme: Hebrews 1-3


Outline of the Book



1:1-2:4 Christ, The Son of God



2:5-4:13 Christ, The Son of Man



4:14-10:18 Christ, The High Priest



10:19-13:25 Christ, The Way


Authorship: Paul writing in a different style using a specialized vocabulary to the saved Hebrews of the early NT time period. 


Date: 65-70 AD before the fall of the Temple in Jerusalem.

The Theme of the Book we are going to use is “Christ Above All.” Jesus is simply better than all that has gone before, all that exists today and all that will come in the future.


Thirteen times in the Book Paul states that Jesus is better. In Chapter 1:4 He is Better than the Angels, in 6:9 Paul speak of better thing though Christ. In 7:7 Christ is better than Abraham, in 7:19 we have a better covenant through Christ, in 7:22 He brings us better hope, in 8:6 Christ is the better promises, in 9:23 Christ is the better sacrifice, in 10:34 Through Christ we have better possessions, in 11:16 In him we will find a better country, in 11:35 Christ brings a better resurrection, finally in 11:40 and 12:24 Christ brings us to even better things.

So lets begin by looking at the verses that contain the them for the book Hebrews 1:1-3 and see…

I. Christ a Better Revelation Hebrews 1:1-3

A. Jesus as the Word of God is superior to the past revelation of God.

1. In sundry times and in divers manners God spoke in the past to the fathers by the prophets has in these latest days spoke to us by his Son
a) In the Greek the words sundry times is the word polumerwv polumeros (pol-oo-mer’-oce) and the word divers manners is polutropwv polutropos (pol-oot-rop’-oce)  

b) AV-in divers manners 1) in many manners AV-at sundry times ,by many portions, by many ways and in many parts
2. In times past God gave his word in multiple way and in multiple parts.

a) He spoke to Abraham as a friend, to Moses from a burning bush, to David through the ephod, to Elijah as a still small voice. Whether in vision or dream or audible voice God spoke.
b) He spoke to Israel as a voice like thunder and many trumpets from the top of Sinai and to all the world in language of creation.

c) In many ways and in many separate parts God spoke, but that was in the past.

3. Now Hebrews say “Hath in these last days” spoken to us by his Son.

a) Last days means at the end of days, the ideas is that of culmination of bringing a work to a completion. 

b) Now in the end of days God has spoken to us not in part and not in different ways but in His Own Son Jesus Christ.

c) Quote: “The fundamental truth set forth in Hebrews is that Christ himself, the Son of God, is God’s message” –William Newell “Hebrews Verse by Verse”

d) There is no greater, no higher no fuller Word of God than the Son of God who came to us.

4. Then Hebrews gives us 7 titles that introduce us to the superiority of Christ
. He is called..

a) The heir of all things

b) The maker of the worlds 

(1) Actually the word here is aeon or ages. He is not just the creator of the world but of time and the ages that contain that world.

c) He is called the Brightness of His Glory
(1)  I had to look up a word here when I was studing and it wasn’t even Greek. The translation of the word “brightness” in several of the old books I used was “effulgence.”

(2)  The word means radiance, like the rays of the sun. 

(3)  The idea here is that we can’t look directly upon the sun without blinding ourselves but Jesus is radiance of God and just as you can see the beams of the sun at sunrise or sunset we can look upon Jesus Christ. 

d) He is then called the Express Image of His person.

(1)  Jesus is the very expression of God’s Being.

(2)  He was God but in the flesh. He took the form of man but did not give up the form of God which he had from eternity past. 

e) The Upholder of All Creation

(1)  Jesus did not just create the universe with a word and then let it run on its own but Hebrews says He continues to uphold it by that same word of power.

f) The Purger of Our Sins

(1)  Literally He made expiation, a cleansing for the sins of men.

(2)  Isn’t it amazing that of all the title given to Jesus, all the descriptions of power and diety that Paul places this one next to last? 
(3)  The greatest miracle Jesus ever did was to save you and I. Greater than even creation itself. God came in the flesh, was crucified and rose again to open salvation to us.

g) Finally, He is the One Who Sits At The Right Hand Of God.

(1)  This is the honor that shows Christ Above All.

(2)  No others can claim these titles for no others are God, no others became man and no others died to redeem mankind. 

5. Christ and Christ Alone can wear these 7 titles. He is the complete and final Word of God. 

B. Now it is not what but who you hear.
1. When we understand that Jesus is the Word as John says his epistle, “The Word was God.” When we understand how preeminent Jesus must be then it should seem only logical that we should next ask ourselves, “How closely do I hear Him? How closely then do I carry out what He tells me?”

2. Millions in the world today have accepted a lesser revelation of God than Jesus Christ the Son of God.
a) Millions are listening not to Jesus but to priests, pastors or philosophers, teachers who use the words of Christ only to build a platform for their own beliefs. 

b) While Jesus waits to speak directly to them from the pages of the book he inspired and protected, these foolish souls are being swept by the cunning words of deceitful men.

3. I have stood in some of the great Catholic churches of Mexico and watched as well meaning sincere people prayed to wooden statue, picture and even dried bones. What can they hear? Will God speak to them from these things? Will they find salvation in the handiwork of men or the remains of a man?

4. I have debated with the followers and read the words of the one of the greatest cultist of our time, Joseph Smith the fathers of Mormonism.

a) So completely have people replaced Christ as the Word of God with something else that in our nation today one of the men running for the presidency is a follower of the Mormon cult.

5. I have studied the words Mohammed, who was not a prophet of God and did not hear an angel and yet there are those who believe Islam is equal to Christianity and Mohammed to Jesus. 
a) In fact from the state of Minnesota there is a congressman serving who is a Muslim and was sworn into office on a Koran instead of the Bible. 

6. And lest we begin to feel self-righteous in our fundamental faith, I have also been confronted with Christians who have replace God’s greatest Word with something else in their minds and hearts.

a) People who have quit listening to the word of Jesus and settled for the words of a preacher.  Instead of amplifying and exhorting the Words of Christ these have settled for only a pale echo of those words.

b) People who have quit reading their Bible, saying their prayers or sharing their faith because they have allowed someone else or something else to supplant Christ as the Word of God to them.

7. Some replace Christ words with legalism, some with traditionalism, some with bitterness, some with anger, but whatever has replaced Him the result is the same they no longer hear God.

8. Yet here in Hebrews we hear over and over and over Christ Above All!

a) Christ above any fallen man, Christ above any preacher, Christ above legalism, Christ above my bitterness, Christ above all.
9. I need not only to turn back to the words of Jesus but even more importantly to the very person of Jesus.

a) As John said, He is the Word of God. He did not just convey the words of God, he did not just repeat the words of God but He, Jesus Christ, is the Word of God.

b) Yes, I must listen to his words but I must know this man.

C. Illustration:

II. Conclusion

A. Jesus Christ Came that we personally hear God speaking to us.

1. His life is recorded in the pages of this book in a miraculous way so that when you read them you hear in your heart Jesus speaking to you. Have you read them?

2. His spirit continues in this world operating the live of those who believe in him and reaching out to those yet to hear his voice. Are we giving the Holy Spirit free reign that those around us can hear God? 

3. Over and over for the next few weeks we will hear from this book, “Christ Above All.” Oh how I pray it will be true in my life, how I pray it will be true in my family and how I pray it will be true in my church.  Will you pray with me that it will be true for you as well?
III. Other Illustrations and Notes

   In a company of literary gentlemen, Daniel Webster was asked if he could comprehend how Jesus Christ could be both God and man.  "No Sir," he replied, and added, "I should be ashamed to acknowledge Him as my Savior if I could comprehend Him.  If I could comprehend Him, He could be no greater than myself.  Such is my sense of sin, and consciousness of my inability to save myself, that I feel I need a superhuman Savior, one so great and glorious that I cannot comprehend Him."

   -- Spiros Zodiates, Illustrations of Bible Truths (AMG, 1995), p. 16.

�1 ¶  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,


2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;


3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;


�Heb 1:2b whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;


3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
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