
Hebrews Christ Above All
A Better Sacrifice
Text: Hebrews 10:1-18
Introduction: 
Joke: Two Cajun hunters get a pilot to fly them to Canada to hunt moose. They bag six.

As Boudreaux and Thibodeaux start loading the plane for the return trip, the Pilot says "The plane can only take four of those."

The two lads object strongly. "Last year we shot six, and the pilot let us put them all on board; he had the same plane as yours."

Reluctantly, the pilot gives in and all six are loaded. However, even with full power, the little plane can't handle the load and down it goes and crashes in the middle of nowhere. 

A few moments later, climbing out of the wreckage, Boudreaux asks Thibodeaux, "Any idea where we are?"

"I think we're pretty close to where we crashed last year" says Thibodeaux .


In a way Paul was dealing with the same kind of problem with the Hebrews who were wavering in their faith. They wanted to keep doing things the way they always had even though what they had in the past was not sufficient. 

I. Shadows Sacrifices Hebrews 10:1-6

A. Paul shows that the OT sacrifices were only shadow of the real

1. The law and its sacrifices being only a shadow and not the real thing could never make those who sacrificed complete, perfect.
2. It they could have done this then why must the sacrificers continue to come year after year and make the same sacrifices?

3. All the sacrifice could do was what they were meant to do, remind them of their sin.

4. Paul says it is impossible for the blood of animals to take away sin.

a) To prove it he quotes Psalms 40:6-7 “Sacrifice and Offering you do not want but a body you have prepared me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou has no pleasure.”

b) The Hebrew Christians who were looking back to their rituals of the Old Covenant and the Temple worship were not understanding that as grand and beautiful as those things were, God was through with them and so should they.
B. We must guard against seeing the shadow and missing the substance.
1. What are we supposed to be doing in our Christians lives?
a) Is the purpose of being a Christian just the trappings of Christianity? Is my great reason for being a child of God just church attendance and singing hymns? Is Christian fellowship the great consummation of being in the family of God?

b) No as wonderful as these things are they are only shadows of what is to come. The true purpose of our being called as children of God, called unto salvation is much, much more than any thing our time on earth can offer. Anything here must also be considered but just a shadow of what is to come.

c) Don’t keep your focus on the shadow but keep lifting your eyes until you see the source of the shadow, the reality of God, dwelling in heaven and waiting for us to one day come out of the shadows and be with Him for eternity. 

C. Illustration: On seeing the shadow of a hawk on the ground.

1. Once I was walking on a clear sunny day and suddenly I spotted something moving rapidly and soundlessly to my left. I focused on it and saw that it was the shadow of a hawk flying fast between me and the sun. It was a beautiful sight that shadow moving silently over the ground, graceful and powerful. I could have watched it until it was out of sight and felt that I had seen something wonderful. But I did not settle for the shadow. Immediately when I saw the shadow and recognized what it was I shot my face toward heaven and began to look for the hawk and not just settle for its shadow. I saw it coming out of the sun, wings outstretched and banking on the wind, the supreme ruler of all that flew in the sky that day. If I had not looked up I would never have seen the real hawk and would have only the memory of the shadow, but when I turned my face heavenward I saw the true beauty and the shadow’s creator.
2. Don’t settle for the shadows in your Christian life, look up and began to search for the true glory of Jesus Christ. That which you see reflected in the Church, your family and your friends is but a shadow of the real glory that is ours if we just seek it.
II. Supreme Savior Hebrews 10:7-13

A. The supreme sacrifice was given by Jesus Christ 

1. Paul quotes the Psalms to show that this was always God’s plan.
a) Burnt Offerings could not bring redemption,  and when the time was right Jesus came to be the only sufficient sacrifice that God the Father would accept.

b) The Psalms 40 speaks over the centuries written by David but conveying the words of Christ to the Hebrews of Paul’s day. “Lo, I am come to do thy will O God.”

c) He shows that god took away the first to establish the second. He removed the shadow of the burnt offerings in order to show the substance of the Savior.

2. That sacrifice Paul goes on to show in vs. 10 sanctified us, set us apart, made us holy through Jesus Christ, once for all.

a) The high priest of Paul’s time stood every day to make the same sacrifice which could not take away sin.

b) But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God.

3. Now all that is left is for his enemies to be made his footstool. There is no need for another sacrifice there is no need for another savior, prophet or messiah. Jesus has done all that is needed for all time and eternity.

B. Do we truly believe it?

1. Do we truly believe that Jesus has done it all? That everything that is needed to sanctify us and prepare us and one day take us to heaven is already provided in Christ?

2. You don’t believe it if you believe you can lose that salvation that Jesus died to provide you.

a) You who think that your salvation is as much dependent on your good works as on Jesus death don’t believe that his sacrifice was once for all.

b) You are depending upon something else. Like the Hebrews who kept looking to their earthly high priest you are depending on a daily work or sacrifice to keep you saved. Shame on you to count the cross of Christ as worthless.
3. You who don’t tithe or give to the Lord’s work in missions don’t really believe that Christ has provided all that we need.

a) You believe not in the supply of God but in the supply of yourself. You will not give because you don’t have faith, not in God’s salvation but in his supply.

b) You make think the two are not related but of course all God’s blessings from salvation to provision flow from our relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. Not trusting fully is not as condemning as not trusting Him at all but it is still not of faith.

4. Scripture: James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
5. Its not my intent to use this wonderful passage of scripture to nitpick every nagging sin of Christians this morning. My intent is to get each of us to really ask ourselves, “Do I truly believe that Jesus my Savior is truly Jesus, my all sufficient sacrifice for all things?”

C. Illustration: God Sold The Cattle

III. Sanctifying Sacrifice Hebrews 10:14-18

A. Through the sacrifice of Christ believers are forever sanctified.

1. Paul conclude by again looking at the sanctifying sacrifice of Christ.

a) He point out the finality of it, “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that art sanctified.”

b) There is no other to come, there is no need for something more. Believers are completed for ever by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

2. Paul then adds one other witness to the witness of the book of Psalms. In vs. 15 he says, “the Holy Spirit is a witness to us.”

a) The gift of the Holy Spirit was part of the New Covenant and through Him we now have the God’s laws in our hearts and written in our minds.

b) Not only that but we have the witness of the Holy Spirit in the forgiveness of our sins. God says, “their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”

3. He concludes by saying, “Now where remission of thsise is, there is no more offering for sin.”

a) If God says he will not remember our sins because of Christ’s sacrifice then they truly are gone. You have God’s word on in, signed in the blood of  Jesus and sealed with the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

b) How could the wavering Hebrews possible need anything more?

B. Signed, Sealed and Delivered.
1. There used to be a saying. If something was signed, sealed and delivered it meant that it was an absolutely surety just as if you held a delivered package in your hand.

2. Though Paul would not be familiar with the saying, he would understand the concept when it came to our sanctification through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Sent by the Father, Signed by Son and sealed by the Spirit it is done.

a) We may not be standing in side the gates of the New Jerusalem but according to God’s way of thinking we are already there.

b) We may not be able to comprehend how God will deliver us from our present difficulties but in God’s mind we have already been set free.

c) We may not fully grasp how God will overcome all the evil we see in this world around us but in God’s view the world is already bowing bending the knee and acknowledging Jesus as Lord.

3. We need a little more of God’s way of thinking. We need a little more of God’s way of seeing. We need a little more of God’s viewpoint when it comes to our lives down here. 

a) Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-4 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

b) We are seated right now in heavenly place according to God’s viewpoint.

c) What more do we need than to spiritually look in faith up to the throne of God where we sit in the prescence of God the father and God the Son. 

d) Oh Lord, how we need to see it. Oh Lord help us to believe it. We sit with you in heavenly places.

C. Illustration: Jim Eliots Diary
 
IV. Conclusion
V. Other Illustrations and Note

   According to orthodox Jewish tradition, there is only one day between Passover and Pentecost on which anyone may get married or get a haircut. The grand law of Moses disintegrated into such foolishness that it had to be replaced with the new covenant, written on the hearts of men. - Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

  On June 18, 1940, The Times of London published the last letter a young airman wrote to his mother. Pilot Officer V. A. Rosewarne had written: "The universe is so vast and so ageless that the life of one man can only be justified by the measure of his sacrifice." If that is true, then Christ's life outdistances all others if measured by his sacrifice.  - Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

   Stupid (but true!) laws:

   * In Nebraska, parents can be arrested if their kids burp in church.

   * In Oklahoma, it's illegal to make ugly faces at a dog. Also in Oklahoma, dogs must have a permit to hang out in groups of three on private property.

   * In West Virginia, you can't go to school with your breath smelling "of wild onions." - Campus Life, "Strange World."

  Did you ever hear that story about a young Scottish probationer who was visiting an old lady who knew her Bible pretty well? I suppose he thought it was his duty to leave a text with her; so he said, before he left the room, "What a lovely promise that is, 'Lo, I am with you alway.'"

   She replied, "Hoot, mon, it's no a promise; it's just a fact." - J. C. Ferdinand Pittman, Bible Truths Illustrated (Australia Printing & Publishing, 1917), p. 32-33.
Oh, the fullness, pleasure, sheer excitement of knowing God on earth. I care not if I never raise my voice again for Him, if only I may love Him, please Him. Mayhap, in mercy, He shall give me a host of children that I may lead through the vast star fields to explore His delicacies whose fingers' ends set them to burning. But if not, if only I may see Him, smell His garments, and smile into my Lover's eyes, ah, then, not stars, nor children, shall matter--only Himself.  - Jim Elliot in The Journals of Jim Elliot; entry of January 16, 1951.  Christianity Today, Vol. 39,  no. 7.

�1 ¶  For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.


2  For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.


3  But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.


4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.


5  Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:


6  In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.


�7 ¶  Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.


8  Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;


9  Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.


10  By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.


11  And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:


12  But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;


13  From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.





�  Shortly after Dallas Theological Seminary was founded in 1924, it almost came to the point of bankruptcy. All the creditors were going to foreclose at noon on a particular day. That morning they met in the president's office with Dr. Chafer for prayer that God would provide. In that prayer meeting was a man by the name of Harry Ironside. When it was his turn to pray, he prayed in his characteristic manner: "Lord, we know that the cattle on a thousand hills are Thine. Please sell some of them and send us the money." 


   While they were praying, a tall Texan with boots on and an open collar stepped up to the business office and said, "I just sold two carloads of cattle in Ft. Worth. I've been trying to make a business deal but it fell through, and I feel compelled to give the money to the seminary. I don't know if you need it or not, but here's the check!" 


   A little secretary took the check and, knowing how critical things were financially, went to the door of the prayer meeting and timidly tapped. When she finally got a response, Dr. Chafer took the check out of her hand. It was exactly the amount of the debt! When he looked at the name, he recognized the cattleman in Ft. Worth, and turning to Dr. Ironside said, "Harry, God sold the cattle!" 





   --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988), p. 419.


�14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.


15  Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before,


16  This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;


17  And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.


18  Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.


�I walked out to the hill just now. It is exalting, delicious. To stand embraced by the shadows of a friendly tree with the wind tugging at your coattail and the heavens hailing your heart, to gaze and glory and to give oneself again to God, what more could a man ask?


Oh, the fullness, pleasure, sheer excitement of knowing God on earth. I care not if I never raise my voice again for Him, if only I may love Him, please Him. Mayhap, in mercy, He shall give me a host of children that I may lead through the vast star fields to explore His delicacies whose fingers' ends set them to burning. But if not, if only I may see Him, smell His garments, and smile into my Lover's eyes, ah, then, not stars, nor children, shall matter--only Himself.  - Jim Elliot in The Journals of Jim Elliot; entry of January 16, 1951.  Christianity Today, Vol. 39,  no. 7.
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