Hebrews: Christ Above All
Text: Hebrews 8
Introduction:

I. Review

A. Chapter 1:1-2 Christ superior to the prophets.

B. 1:3-4 Christ, a superior revelation of God.

C. 1:5-14 Christ a greater messenger than the angels. 

D. 2:1-4. The greater salvation, and a warning against neglect. 

E. 2:5-18 Christ as the perfect man.. 

F. 3:1-6 Christ superior to Moses.

G. 3:7-4:13 The superiority of the rest of Christ.

H. 4:14-5:10 Christ as high priest in the order of Melchisedek, superior to Aaron.  

I. 5:11-6:20 A rebuke for lack of understanding and for immaturity. 

J. Chapter 7 The priesthood of Melchisedek. 
K. Chapter 8 Christ the minister of the true tabernacle
II. The Better Tabernacle Hebrews 8:1-5

A. Paul shows Jesus as the High Priest in the true tabernacle

1. Vs. 2  A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.
2. He tells the Hebrews that Judaism’s priest and temple are only a shadow of the true tabernacle which is in heaven. Where Christ now serves as our great high priest.

3. vs. 5  Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.
4. He is challenging the wavering Hebrews and asking them, “Why would you go back to a shadow when in Jesus you have reality?”

B. Are We Guilty of Settling for Shadows?
1. The Hebrews desired the ritual and the formality of their Judaistic worship rather than the close relationship with Jesus.

2. I have read testimonies of people who have returned to Catholicism after salvation. They almost always give as their reason, “I missed the rituals.” 

3. Rituals have more power and their constancy give a sense of security to many people, but rituals can also become traps that deaden us to the working of the Holy Spirit. They can deafen us to the call of Christ simply because they are so comfortable and seemingly safe.

4. Catholics are not the only people who have rituals. All churches that meet in a formal worship service have some kind of ritual if they are to do things in and orderly fashion as worship of God should be done.
5. The rituals in and of themselves are not wrong in this case but it is what I make of them that can be.

6. We have rituals in our church. We read from the Bible at the beginning of the service, We take up offering with a prayer, We sing according to a schedule and I preach a the end of each worship service and quit roughly at the same time. (I only got close to 12:30 a few times.)

7. We must be careful that in doing these things in the same way each Sunday our ritual which are meant to honor God do not become ruts which ignore God.

C. Illustration: 

1. Joke: “I don’t know what we’re voting for preacher, but it looks like only you and I are for it.”

2. Sometimes we need to take stock of our own personal rituals of prayer, Bible reading, church attendance, tithing and all the others and ask myself have I substituted the ritual, the shadow or worship for the reality of my relationship with Jesus Christ?

3. Walking into another church service leaves very little open to change or chance but walking with Jesus opens the door to changing everything every chance He gets.
III. The Better Covenant Hebrews 8:6-13

A. Paul Goes On and Says, “We have a New Covenant.”

1. The old Covenant was made with the Israelites on Mt. Sinai. It was the only conditional covenant God made and it was dependent upon the nation of Israel to uphold their part of the contract. In this they utterly failed.

a) The basic premise of the old Covenant is the Ten Commandments and these the Israelites promised to keep but could not. 
b) This is the covenant the Hebrew Christians were trying to return to now in their wavering faith.

2. Review of the Covenants of God.

a) The Covenants of God reveal God’s plan of salvation 
b) They are The Edenic, the Adamic, the Noahic, the Abrahamic, the Mosiac, the Palestenian, the Davidic and the New Covenant.
c) All are unconditional except the Mosiac or Sinatic, the one Paul calls the Old Covenant.

3. Scripture Reference: 

a) Exodus 24:7  And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient.
4. The old Covenant, the Mosaic Covenant relied upon the Israelites to keep the law and they could not. They were sincere and they were committed but they were weak.

a) God knew this but it was necessary to let the law do its job which was to bring a proud people to humility and repentance. The same purpose that the law has today.

b) Scriputure: Romans 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
5. God would institute a new covenant based not upon the will of the people but upon the will of God. 
a) Hebrews 8:7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 8  For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:

6. Notice the I wills of God in Hebrews 8:10-12

a) 10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
b) In the new covenant nothing is dependant upon them, in fact God had already said in vs.9 “because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not”

c) This covenant would include the Jews but it would be dependant upon God the Father and God the Son.

7. God brought about His will, the New Covenant through the death of His own Son, Jesus.

a) Scripture: Romans 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
b) The new covenant is not at work in us as well, though we are not of the Jewish nation we are also a part of the benefits and blessings of that new covenant which will be fully instituted at the millennial reign of Christ.
c) Scripture: Hebrews 13: 20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
B. Are we missing the new because we miss the past?
1. The lesson I learn from the Hebrew Christians over and over again is one that is very vital to us today.

2. I may be guilty of not receiving the full blessings of God today because I’m too caught up in the regrets of the past.

3. The Hebrews were regretting their losses, regretting the cost of being a Christian, regretting the sacrifices they were having to make and so they kept looking to the past. 

a) Paul warns them there is nothing there for you now and there really never was.
b) All you need is Jesus, here, now and for eternity.
4. The same is true for us. All we need is Jesus, here now and for eternity.

a) We all have regrets and from time to time wish we could go back to what our memories tells us were better times, better lives but the reality rarely matches the memory.

b) In looking back we risk so much that God has yet to give to us through his Son Jesus Christ.

5. The spiritual promises of the New Covenant are ours if we will but look forward and quit worrying about what we left behind.

a) Hebrew 8:10  I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
b) With Jesus here and now I don’t have to worry about the law, its fulfilled by Christ and he is in my heart.

c) I don’t fear being alone for God is my God and has joined me to this great family. I am now a child of God, he is my heavenly Father and never will I be alone.

d) I need never fear the condemnation of God for he has promised to be merciful and to remember my iniquities no more.

6. Scripture: 1 John1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2  (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3  That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4  And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
C. Illustration:  John Gilmour, a godly Britisher who loved to witness for Christ, always carried gospel books to give to people as he had opportunity.

1. One day Gilmour was walking in a little village when he came across an old Irishman selling lids, kettles, and saucepans.  Gilmour greeted the man, "Good morning, how is business today?"  "Oh," said the Irishman, "I cannot complain."

2. Then Gilmour said, "What a grand thing it is to be saved!"  The old man looked intently at him and replied, "I know something better than that."  "Better than being saved?  I would like to know what that is." With a warm smile, the man responded, "The companionship of the Man who saved me, sir."
�1 ¶  Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;


2  A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.


3  For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.


4  For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law:


5  Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.


�6 ¶  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.


7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.


8  For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:


9  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.


10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:


11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.


12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.


13  In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
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