
Hebrews Christ Above All

Better than the Angels
Text: Hebrew 1:4-13
 -2:9
Introduction:

Joke: Negligent of Intelligence
I walked into a Mickey D's with a buy-one-get-one-free coupon for sandwich.  I handed it to the girl and she looked over at a little chalkboard that said "buy one-get one free." "They're already buy-one-get-one-free", she said, "so I guess they're both free" She handed me my free sandwiches and I walked out the door.

................Negligent of Intelligence!

One day I was walking down the beach with some friends when one of them shouted, "Look at that dead bird!" Someone looked up at the sky and said, "Where?

................Negligent of Intelligence!

While looking at a house, my brother asked the real estate agent which direction was north because, he explained, he didn't want the sun waking him up every morning.  She said, "After all, the sun does rise in the north!" When my brother explained that the sun rises in the east, and has for sometime, she shook her head and said, "Oh I don't keep up with that stuff."

................Negligent of Intelligence!!

I used to work in technical support for a 24/7 call center.  One day I got a call from an individual who asked what hours the call center was open.  I told him, "The number you dialed is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week" He responded, "Is that Eastern or Pacific time?" Wanting to end the call quickly, I said, "Uh, Pacific."

...............Negligent of Intelligence!

My friend has a lifesaving tool in his car designed to cut through a seat belt if he gets trapped.  He keeps it in the trunk.

................Negligent of Intelligence!

I couldn't find my luggage at the airport baggage area, so I went to the lost luggage office and told the woman there that my bags never showed up.  She smiled and told me not to worry because she was a trained professional and I was in good hands.  "Now," she asked me, "has your plane arrived yet?"

................Negligent of Intelligence!

While working at a pizza parlor I observed a man ordering a small pizza to go.  He appeared to be alone and the cook asked him if he would like it cut into 4 pieces or 6.  He thought about it for some time before responding.  "Just cut it into 4 pieces; I don't think I'm hungry enough to eat 6 pieces."

...............Yep, Negligent of Intelligence!


As dumb as those sound there is something much dumber and that is neglecting Jesus Christ for something else. Yet many do just that today as they did in Paul’s time. 

I. Better Messenger Hebrews 1:4-13
A. The Old Testament Scriptures were delivered by Angels but Jesus Christ is a better Messenger for us today.
1. Paul uses Angels as the example of God’s messengers in the past.

a) Angels are supernatural beings with supernatural power

(1) two angels are commissioned to destroy Sodom (#Ge 19:13)
(2) ; when David numbers the people, an angel destroys them by pestilence (#2Sa 24:16);
(3)  it is by an angel that the Assyrian army is destroyed (#2Ki 19:35); 
(4) and Ezekiel hears six angels receiving the command to destroy those who were sinful in Jerusalem (Ezek 9:1,5,7). 
b) In the Old Testament often Angels were the messengers of God’s revelation to man.

(1) The glorious angel who interprets to Daniel the vision which he saw in the third year of Cyrus (#Da 10:5),
(2)  like the angel who interprets the vision in the first year of Belshazzar (#Da 7:16), 
(3) is not named; but other visions of the same prophet were explained to him by the angel Gabriel, who is called "the man Gabriel," and is described as speaking with "a man’s voice" (#Da 9:21; 8:15 f).
(4)  Angels brought the news of the messiah’s birth to the shepherds.

(5)  Told Joseph, and Mary they would have a child of the Holy Spirit

(6)  Told Zacharias he would have a son who would be the forerunner.
(7)  Angels guided John in his vision of the Revelation of Jesus Christ.
2. Yet Paul says Christ is Greater than the angels

a) He is greater because he has a better name (Son of god)
b) He is greater because of his better position (ruler, creator and God)

c) He is greater because he has a better honor (right hand of God)
B. The Need to Honor Christ rather than Angels.

1. Today many worship angels rather than God who created the angels.

2. Many view angels as the greatest manifestation of God’s love toward us.

3. These are shamefully wrong for they take honor from Christ and elevate the creature higher than the creator. 

4. Examples:

5. Scripture: Colossians 2:18  Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

C. Illustration: Seeing the Angels.
II. Better Message Hebrews 2:1-4
A. Christ is Greater therefore we should listen carefully
1. Words spoken by the angels was stedfast
2. Transgressions were punished

3. How we escape so great a salvation

a) Spoken by Christ

b) Confirmed by eye witnesses

c) Confirmed by God’s power to the witnesses through signs wonders and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
B. We need to listen to Jesus Christ

1. To many today are accepting a substitute for a direct connection to Jesus.

a) Mormons have replace Jesus with Joseph Smith

b) Muslims have replaced Jesus with Mohammed

c) Buddhists have replaced Jesus with Buddha

2. Yet many Christians have also accepted a replacement of Christ.

a) They have allowed themselves to trust a pastor or teacher rather than listen to the words of Christ.

b) They accept opinions, experiences or music to replace time with Jesus.

3. The warning of verse 3 is still true.

a) True to the lost but also true to us the saved.

b) How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?

c) The word salvation in the New Testament is a synonym for the word deliverance.

(1)  The picture I see in these verses is like a man stranded in a burning building who when the fireman put the ladder up to his window he refuses to climb down. He believes that there is another way of salvation and therefore refuses to find salvation. 

(2)  So it is with the lost who refuse to come to Christ. He is the only way of salvation and how will they escape the fires of hell if they neglect him. 

(3)  Scripture: 
(a) John 10:9  I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

(b) Matthew 11:27  All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

(c) Acts 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
4. Christian it is true for you as well.

a) You have already been delivered from hell but there is still so much salvation we need in this life.

(1)  We need deliverance from our sinful habits.

(2)  Deliverance from our bitterness and hurt

(3)  Deliverance from our weaknesses and faults

(4)  Deliverance from our failures and hopelessness.

b) Scripture: Romans 7:2424  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 25  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

5. This salvation we cannot find in a substitute but only in Jesus Christ, only in a close intimate personal relationship with the Son of God.

C. Illustration: Moses must veil his face to talk with the 

1. Too many of us today are like the OT Israelite who did not want to be close to God at Mt. Sinai.

a) When the saw the lightning and hear the voice of thunder they ran from the Mount and told Moses you go up for us. You talk to God and we will talk with you.
b) What a contrast for Moses who went up into the clouds and then asked God to show him his face. This could not be done but God let Moses get closer than any other man and see the trail of his glory as he passed by. 

c) I love the verse in which God tells Moses to get ready to see him. 
d) Scripture: Exodus 33:21  And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:
2. That verse is true for us. The place by God is calvary and the rock upon which we stand is Jesus Christ. 

III. Conclusion;

A. Are you ready to listen to the greatest messenger tell us the greatest story of all time?

B. Are you ready to stand in a place by God upon the Rock of Jesus Christ and be closer to God than ever before?
IV. Other Illustrations and notes

A. Angels

The glorious angel who interprets to Daniel the vision which he saw in the third year of Cyrus (#Da 10:5), like the angel who interprets the vision in the first year of Belshazzar (#Da 7:16), is not named; but other visions of the same prophet were explained to him by the angel Gabriel, who is called "the man Gabriel," and is described as speaking with "a man’s voice" (#Da 9:21; 8:15 f). In Daniel we find occasional reference made to "princes": "the prince of Persia," "the prince of Greece" (#Da 10:20). These are angels to whom is entrusted the charge of, and possibly the rule over, certain peoples. Most notable among them is Michael, described as "one of the chief princes," "the great prince who standeth for the children of thy people," and, more briefly, "your prince" (#Da 10:13; 12:1; 10:21);
Michael is therefore regarded as the patron-angel of the Jews. In Apocrypha Raphael, Uriel and Jeremiel are also named. Of Raphael it is said (Tobit 12:15) that he is "one of the seven holy angels who present the prayers of the saints" to God (compare #Re 8:2, "the seven angels that stand before God"). It is possible that this group of seven is referred to in the above-quoted phrase, "one of the chief princes"
two angels are commissioned to destroy Sodom (#Ge 19:13); when David numbers the people, an angel destroys them by pestilence (#2Sa 24:16); it is by an angel that the Assyrian army is destroyed (#2Ki 19:35); and Ezekiel hears six angels receiving the command to destroy those who were sinful in Jerusalem (#Eze 9:1,5,7). In this connection should be noted the expression "angels of evil," i.e. angels that bring evil upon men from God and execute His judgments (#Ps 78:49; compare #1Sa 16:14). Angels appear to Jacob in dreams (#Ge 28:12; 31:11). The angel who meets Balaam is visible first to the ass, and not to the rider (#Nu 22 ff). Angels interpret God’s will, showing man what is right for him (#Job 33:23). The idea of angels as caring for men also appears (#Ps 91:11 f), although the modern conception of the possession by each man of a special guardian angel is not found in Old Testament
�4 ¶  Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.


5  For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?


6  And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.


7  And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.


8  But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.


9  Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.


10  And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:


11  They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;


12  And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.


13  But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?


14  Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?


1 ¶  Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.


2  For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward;


3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;


4  God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?


5 ¶  For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.


6  But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him?


7  Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands:


8  Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him.


9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
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