
The Tools of God
Text: Exodus 4:1-16

Introduction: God calls us into service but he never calls us with providing the tools we will need to serve him. 
The Cussing Parrot and the Freezer Just the tool you need to fix that parrot, “What did that Turkey do to get thrown in there?”

I. The Rod  Exodus 4:1-5

A. Moses Shepherd Rod turned into a deadly snake

1. The rod was a shepherd’s tool and by carrying it Moses identified and marked himself as a shepherd.

2. God told Moses to look at the rod. He then commanded him to cast it down. When it was cast down it became a channel through which the power of God could flow. God used it to perform a miracle which showed his power through a serpent.

3. Then God commanded Moses to take back up that which he had through down. The rod which he had put to God’s use was now returned to Him filled with God’s power.

4. The rod was chosen by God because it was a symbol of what Moses had become. not a deliverer of his people, not a prince of Egypt, but a shepherd in a forgotten corner of the world.

5. When God told him to throw it down, it was symbolic of Moses throwing his own life at God feet. When he took it back up it was his life but now filled and commission by the power of God to be much more than just a shepherd in Midian.

6. The first tool God gives us to serve Him is ourselves commissioned and empowered by Him.
B. God First Tool is You
1. Each of us who are truly Children of God have already been called into God’s service
a) Scripture: 1 Cor 1:26-29

2. The problem many times in Christian service is not the calling but the casting.

a) God demands that we cast ourselves down in order that He might fill us up.

b) Without the casting of ourselves, the loss of ourselves the surrender of our selves we remain our selves and without the power of God.

c) God does not use that which is not fully His. He does not fill the vessel that is half full of self. He does not turn the dead rod into a living creature that remains in the hand of the shepherd.
d) But he can do make a powerful tool out of a surrendered life.
C. Illustration: William Booth’s surrender

1.    The Salvation Army was founded by an English minister named William Booth, who felt that the regular churches were failing to reach out to the people who needed them most desperately. In 1865 Booth set up a dilapidated tent in London's grubby East End and began to preach the Christian gospel to thieves, gamblers, drunkards, and streetwalkers. He won many converts, but the churches did not want them. So Booth put them to work to save others like themselves.

2.    Within a few years there were thousands of them conducting open-air services in London streets. They were called the "Hallelujah Army." The nickname gave Booth an idea. In 1878, he organized his fast-growing band along military lines and gave it the official title, The Salvation Army.

3.    William Booth, was interviewed near the close of his life. This is what he said: "God had all there was of me. There have been others who had greater plans, greater opportunities than I; but from the day I got a vision of what God could do, I made up my mind God would have all there was of William Booth."  - Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

4. The greatness of a man's power is the measure of his surrender.  - William Booth (1829-1912)
II. The Revealing  Exodus 4:6-
8
A. Moses’ Hand turns leprous and then healed.

1. Moses hand turned leprous and then healed was the second miracle, the second tool that God gave.

2. Just like the rod it was not chosen at random but it was the exact choice of an omniscient God. 

3. Just like the hand, Israel appeared to be whole, a people calling out to their God for deliverance, but inwardly there was much that was sick and sinful.

4. For hundreds of years they had dwelt in Egypt and for those hundreds of years the influence of Egypt’s gods had perverted their worship until in the eyes of God it was deformed and defaced as leprosy.
5. The leprosy and healing of Moses hand was symbolic of what God would do through Moses in ridding His people of the leprosy of idolatry.

B. God has given us the tool of insight
1. God calls us and when we cast ourselves in service to Him, he fills us with his power. We quit being dead wood and become living tools.
2. This is only the first tool that we like Moses have been given. Like Moses we experience another change this time in our understanding and sight. We are given the ability to see sin as it truly is.

3. God gives us the tool of insight. 

a) Scripture: Romans 5:12

b) No longer do we see sin as a matter of personal choice. Now we see sin as rebellion against God.

c) No longer do we think that sin is merely foolish now we see sin as deadly and fatal.

d) No longer do we see sin as only hurting those who practice it now we see sin spreading like a lethal sickness to family, community and nation.

4. This insight drives us, motivates us and changes us so that we must speak out, we must reach out we must do something.

a) People are dying and eternity gapes open for them like the jaws of a ravenous beast. People are not living in sin they are dying in sin and we can see them as walking corpses, trudging obliviously into the pit of hell.

b) This tool of God break your heart because you know you can’t save them all but it also give you hope because just as Moses hand came forth clean we also know that we have the power of the Gospel that can turn the sickness of sin into the joy of eternal life.

C. Illustration: The Painting of the Last Supper
1. There is a legend surrounding the painting of the last supper by DaVinci. It servers as an illustration of our point.

2.    When Leonardo da Vinci was painting his masterpiece, The Last Supper, he selected as the person to sit for the character of the Christ a young man, Pietri Bandinelli by name, connected with the Milan Cathedral as chorister. Years passed before the great picture was completed, and when one character only--that of Judas Iscariot--was wanting, the great painter noticed a man in the streets of Rome whom he selected as his model. With shoulders far bent toward the ground, having an expression of cold, hardened, evil, saturnine, the man seemed to afford the opportunities of a model terribly true to the artist's conception of Judas. 

3.    When in the studio, the profligate began to look around, as if recalling incidents of years gone by. Finally, he turned and with a look half-sad, yet one which told how hard it was to realize the change which had taken place, he said, "Maestro, I was in this studio twenty-five years ago. I, then, sat for Christ."   -James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988), p. 454.
III. The River (Water turned to Blood) Exodus 4:9

A. God gave Moses power over the life source of Egypt.

1. Just like the other tools, this one was not haphazard, nothing in God’s planning for his servants ever is.

2. He told Mose to take the water of “The River” literally an Egyptian word passed into Hebrew which meant the Nile river.

3. This was the source of Egypt’s life. The nation depended upon the Nile for their irrigation, their crops their very lives, without it they would die. Now God has put that power into the hands of his servant Moses.

4. At his command the water of the Nile could be turned into blood.

5. Of all the tools this perhaps was the most powerful given, for it could not be denied or ignored. When the people of Egypt glimpsed the power of God who held their life in the palm of their hand they would believe.
B. God gives us the power of eternal life, the power of the water and the blood.

1. Can you imagine having the power of  that God gave to Moses? Could you deal with the responsibility of literally holding in your hands life and death?
2. I believe that in comparison to the power God has given us today, Moses power over the river Nile was nothing.

3. Scripture: The power given to the church in the gospel.

a) Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

b) Matthew 18:18  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

c) John 20:23  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

4. In these passage we as the church, the pillar and ground of the truth, the agency for the Great Commission, the House of the Gospel of Christ have also been given the power of the water and the blood.

a) Scripture: 1 John 5:6-9

b) John tells us that Jesus came by the water and the blood. He was shown to be the Christ at his baptism and then at this crucifixion. These along with the Spirit have the power to bear witness that Jesus is the Christ, that Jesus is God.

c) But these still are a witness in the world today, the water of Jesus baptism proves that he lived, proves that he enteracted with people, proves is mission on earth and his sonship to God. The crucifixion prove his sacrifice for sin, proves his love for mankind and proves the price for man’s sin was paid with his own death and shed blood.
5. This is our greatest tool in the work of God today.

a) We need to get back to the person of Jesus Christ. This story is the power of salvation according to Romans 1:16 

b) It is not megachurches, or multi-ministries. It is not gimmicks or give-aways. It is the Gospel. It is the story of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ the Son of God.

c) Are you using this tool? Are you telling others of the savior you died for you? 

d) If we could but realize the true power inherit in this story, this life, we could see everything change. Everything.

C. Illustration: The Life Saving Station
1. In a modern parable, the story is told of a community of people who lived on a stretch of dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occurred. Eventually, some of the townspeople decided to put some time and effort and money into a rescue operation. A small life-saving  station was built and the devoted members of the  rescue team kept an ongoing watch over the sea, ready  to use their little boat to search for survivors in case of  a shipwreck. As the result of this volunteer operation, the town became famous because of the many lives that were saved.

2. More and more people joined and became part of the team. Soon a new building was erected. It was much larger than the first little building and it was beautifully furnished and decorated. And as more and more amenities were added for the members' pleasure and comfort, the new building was slowly transformed into a kind of clubhouse. As a result, some of the members began to lose interest in the rescue operation.

3. But then a shipwreck occurred and many survivors were rescued and brought into the clubhouse for first aid. During the period of the operation which lasted for several days, the frenzied activity caused the attractive “clubhouse" to be considerably marred by such things as bloodstains on the lush carpeting. At the next meeting there was a split in the membership. Most members felt that the life-saving operation was a hindrance to the social life of the organization. Those who disagreed were told that they could build another little station further down the coast. And, as the years went by, history continued to repeat itself. Today, so  the story goes, that seacoast has a number of exclusive  clubhouses dotting the shore - but no one in the area  seems to be concerned with rescue operations

IV. Conclusion

A. Are you armed with the tools you need to serve God?

1. My grandfather used to say, “A carpenter is only as good as his tools” The same is true of a Christian.

2. We are only as good in our tasks as the tools we are using.

3. Have you truly surrender yourself to God? Turned from dead wood into a living example of God’s power?

4. Are you using the eyes of your spirit to truly see sin and also truly see hope in the live of the lost?

5. Do have the power of the water and the blood, telling the story of Jesus Christ?
B. Perhaps its time this morning for you to take the first step, Cast it down and then take it back up in the power of God.
V. Other Illustrations

A brief sketch of Abraham Lincoln's life could be as follows:

   1831--Failure in business.

   1832--Defeated for legislature.

   1838--Defeated for elector.

   1843--Defeated for congress.

   1848--Defeated for senate.

   1856--Defeated for vice-president.

   1860--Elected President of the U.S.A.

   Today--Enshrined in the hearts of the people for whom he saved the union.

   - Copied - Glen V. Wheeler, 1010 Illustrations, Poems and Quotes, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing, 1967), p. 227.

Often, in coming down to this pulpit, have I felt my knees knock together. - Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Christian History, no. 29.

   I fear preaching in such a way that when people hear about God, they'll want only to yawn. - Haddon Robinson, Leadership, Vol. 11, no. 2.

   John Cennick (1718-1755) 

   Sensational lay preacher 

   Though trained as a land surveyor and writing instructor, John Cennick once was asked to fill in for an absent preacher. He wrote, "I was naturally fearful of speaking before such a company, having never done such a thing as this." 

   But when he preached, "tears fell from many eyes." When he stood to preach again the next Sunday, 4,000 people gathered. Though never ordained, he soon became one of the top preachers of his day. 

   George Whitefield soon asked Cennick to be headmaster of a school for coal-mining families. In 1744, Whitefield gave him charge of his Moorfields congregation and the Calvinist branch of Methodism. The responsibilities proved too much, though, and coincided with a shift in theology. By late 1745, Cennick joined the Moravians and became a missionary to Ireland. 

   Before long, as one historian put it, "All walls and windows [of his meeting house] were covered with people, and Cennick had to go in at the window, creeping over the heads of the people to reach his pulpit." - "George Whitefield," Christian History, Issue 38.

Ex 4:1-9

They will not believe me. Moses' third difficulty, like the others, was centered in himself. The signs provided by God would not only be a testimony to Israel and Egypt of God's presence with his messenger, but they would also assure and strengthen the faith of Moses. 2-4. The sign. The shepherd's rod, surrendered to God, became a sign of power and victory over the enemy. 6,7 The second sign. The defiled, leprous hand of Moses symbolized Israel's own afflicted state, her need of God's cleansing power. 9. The third sign, River. Literally, the Nile. As the Nile, the life-stream of Egypt, was in the power of God's messengers, so also were Pharaoh and all his people in Moses' hand.

(from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
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�1 ¶  And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.


2  And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.


3  And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.


4  And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:


5  That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.


6  And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.


7  And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.


8  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.


9  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.


10 ¶  And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.


11  And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?


12  Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.


13  And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.


14  And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.


15  And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.


16  And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God.


17  And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.





�1 ¶  And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.


2  And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.


3  And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it.


4  And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand:


5  That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee.








�26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:


27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;


28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:





�6  And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.


7  And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.


8  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.








�12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:








�9  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.











�6 ¶  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.


7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.


8  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.


9  If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.





�16 ¶  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
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