
The Power of God
Text: Exodus 7-8
Introduction:

I. The Ten Plagues of Egypt
A. God Strikes the Gods of Egypt

1. The water turned to blood was God’s judgment upon “Hapi” – the God of the Nile. 

a) Egypt worshipped the Nile god as their daily source of life and sustenance since it was the waters of the Nile that watered their crops and gave them water that was necessary for drinking, cleaning, and bathing. Now that life-giving water carried nothing but death. 

b) It was the Nile that had taken the life of thousands of Hebrew baby boys and now the waters of the Nile turned to blood showing the reality of the murder and death of innocent children. 
2. The frogs were a judgement against “Heqt” – a frog headed goddess that represented the resurrection of the dead of Egypt. 

a) A lot of frogs was a blessing to the Egyptians because the frogs would not only carry a symbolism of life after death but the frogs would eat the flies that often troubled the land, but God turned that “blessing” into a curse.

3. The plagues of lice and of flies were judgments against “Kheper” – the god of beetles and flies. 

a) God’s plague was to prove to Egypt that he had power over the power of their idol to control the population of flies and lice that brought disease to the land.

b) The lice may have been any small, biting, stinging insect from lice, to sand fleas, to gnats or mosquitoes. 

c) It drove the people to distraction, all they could think of was the incessant, buzzing, biting and stinging of these monsters they could not escape from. 
d) Where was their God? Why did he not intervene? Why had something that was his symbol been turned into such misery to those who worshipped Him.

e) With the plague of flies, God put a difference between his people and the people of Egypt. The plague would strike in Egypt but not in Goshen where the Hebrews were forced to live.
4. The murrain or sickness upon all the cattle was God’s judgment against “Apis”, the sacred bull of Egypt. 
a) This was God’s way of letting Egypt know that the blood of bulls was not sufficient to cleanse their sin and to show that their animal god was no god at all.

b) This was the same animal that later at Mt Sinai the people would once again sacrifice their gold for and build the golden calf and worship it at the very foot of the mountain where God was given the Law to Moses. 

c) We wonder why Pharoh and the Egyptians wouldn’t learn but how do we excuse the Hebrews? 
5. The plague of boils (huge running sores) was God’s judgment against the Egyptian gods “Imhotep” the physician god, and “Thoth”, the god of magic and healing. 
a) No medicine could relieve the pain and suffering, no magic potion could remove God’s wrath. It is a symbol to the Egyptians that their great sin could not be removed by the power of man or of idol gods. It was only by the power of the God of Israel that Egypt could be delivered from judgment.

6. The plague of hail was directed against “Nut”, the Egyptian sky goddess. 
a) God rained fire and brimstone, mixed with hail; upon the Egyptians to show that he had all power in earth and sky.

7. The plague of locusts was directed against “Seth”, the god of crops. 
a) God’s judgment destroyed those very crops that Seth was supposed to bless, thus breaking the power of their god.

8. The plague of darkness was God’s judgment against “Ra”, the Egyptian sun god. 
a) Ra was the Egyptian idol that represented creation for they knew that all life depended upon the heat and light of the sun. God’s judgment against the power of the sun to give light was to prove to the Egyptians that he was the Creator of all things and that no other god could stand before him.

9. Finally, the judgment against the firstborn of Egypt was a judgment against Pharaoh and the bloodline to the throne of Egypt. 
a) Pharaoh was also considered a god among the Egyptians. He was a man-god and the God of Heaven judged him as unholy and incomplete. The throne of Egypt would be empty for no man could be god.

B. Judgment from the lowest to the highest.

1. From the river to man, God judged the idolatry of Egypt and showed it as powerless.

2. But is was not only the Egyptians God was teaching. His own people had begun to worship the Egyptian Gods after 400 years in captivity.

3. They also needed to see that God was greater than the idols of Egypt.

4. Finally, after the death of the firstborn Pharaoh agreed to let God’s people go.

a) It took the death of his own son, the loss of his family before Pharaoh would finally relent and finally admit defeat. 

b) He could not stand against God, but oh the price of that lesson. Oh the loss and suffering for so many years to come, because one man had dared to stand against God.
C. Transition:

1. We as God’s people have been submerged in the world now for centuries and too often we also begin to believe that the “God’s of this world” can be worshipped as well as the God of Heaven.
II. The Ten Judgments of Today
A. God Strikes the Gods of America

1. The Idol of Sexual Promiscuity

a) We worship sex as much as the Greek and the Romans. They did it the name of a god or goddess we do it without any such pretense. We worship for its own sake.

b) God’s judgment is sure and easily seen in the pain, suffering and heartache of promiscuous sex but still we worship.

c) Married couples are close to being a minority in our country because people think living together makes more sense than marriage.

d) The reality is that the vase majority of home violence, the murder of children by adults and the murder of women is done by people who are living together. 

e) God’s judgment is upon them and they do not even care. They have and will continue to harden their hearts.
2. The Idol of Recreation/Hedonism
a) We worship at the altar of escape. We run to the lakes to rivers and the mountains. We gather round the computers, televisions and entertainment centers. We go anywhere or anyplace to try and find pleasure. 

b) In ancient Greece this was called Hedonism and it has not changed much since. People who are willing to do anything and try anything in order to avoid pain and find pleasure.

c) God’s judgment falls in the form of mindless minds and empty hearts. People who cannot live their own lives because they have avoided anything pain or difficulty and thus have avoided the ability to grow up.

d) They bring suffering to all those around them because they must be carried as children even when they should be adults. They cannot function in an adult world and continue to look to someone else to bring them their food, raise their children and even make their decisions.
3. The Idol of Greed

a) The belief that the most important this is the getting of wealth and the power it brings. People sacrife their life for it.
4. The Idol of Human Government

a) The worship of government which believes that Uncle Sam or some other government is that which will save us and make our lives better. 
b) It is this belief which made thousands of people wait for their governemt to save them from Katrina only to realize too late that their god had failed them.
5. The Idol of Nature

a) There are those who worship nature, believeing that only in nature is there perfection and peace.
b) What do they do with their peace of nature when hurricanes batter their homes and earthquake kill by the thousands?
6. The Idol of False Gods

a) Others look to Buddha, Mohammed or any thousands of gods of the Hindu religion, believing that devotion to idols or to men can bring happiness in this life and life after death.
b) God’s judgment on them in this life is poverty and pain. It is the sacrifice of their children to be suicide bombers and their future to filled with hopelessness and violence. 
7. The Idol of Science/ Technology
a) Some believe that Science will lift mankind to greater heights of evolution and finally bring him past the ignorance and suffering of this present time.
b) Instead of a savior we see and killer. We find our home polluted by sin that would never have been allowed in except through our TVs or our computers. 

c) We find the dangers of their taking life and death into their own hands where only God can truly make the decision. 

d) Our babies are killed by them and our youth are drugged by them, our ill are disposed of by them and our seniors are euthanasied by them. Herded to killing centers which used be clinic and hospital of life they now become places of scientific death.
8. The Idol of Drugs/ Alcoholism

9. The Idol of Sports

a) We worship the sports heroes at the stadiums of our cities and the televisions of our homes. No church no matte how large comes close to matching the attendance or the finances of these idol factories.
10. The Idol of Humanism

a) The god we worship most of all though is the god of man. 
b) We can call it humanism but all it really is is the elevation of man to godhood.

c) It even has its own creed, “Man is the measure of all things.”

B. What God will do and what God is doing.

1. This the same practice condemned by Paul to the Romans 2000 years ago.

a) Scripture: Romans 1: 20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
2. And God is judging it in the same way today as he was then.

a) Romans 1: 24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
3. It is God’s judgment now, today 

a) When you see the children of our nation turning to homosexuality and lesbianism.

b) When you see the increasing cruelty of people against others.

c) When you see people become like animals in the way the treat one another.

d) When you see sin increasing all around us.

e) It is not the calm before the storm it is the storm of God’s judgment even now!

C. Transition:

1. But God has not forgotten mercy. Just as he allowed the Egyptians to dig down along the river and find water so he still has wells of mercy for those who seek.
III. The Ten Mercies of God

A. Ten Ways God reaches out to show Mercy

1. His Word

2. His People

3. His Church

4. His Prophets

5. His 
6. His Son
7. His forgiveness

8. His Grace

9. His Love

10. His Mercy
IV. Conclusion

A. Will we harden our hearts or turn to God.
V. Other Illustrations and Notes

Those Ten Plagues were: 
1. Waters of the Nile River were turned to blood 
2. Swarms of frogs are everywhere
3. Mosquitoes and Gnats covered the land 
4. Flies covered the land
5. Cattle got sick and died 
6. Boils (sores) broke out on both man and beasts
7. Hail, which destroyed more crops 
8. Locusts 
9. Thick darkness that covered the land, except the Land of Goshen. 
10. First born sons died, where the blood of the Lamb was not placed over the doorposts and lintels.
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