
The Lord and The Law
Text: Exodus 20:1-21
 
Introduction: 

One night before bed, my husband and I were reading through the Ten Commandments with our children. When we came to the Seventh Commandment, "You shall not commit adultery," I explained to the kids that once a man and woman marry, they must stay together forever.

   Immediately, our 4-year-old son asked, "What if you have to go to work?" -  Vicki W., "Life in Our House," Christian Parenting Today, Vol. 13, no. 4.


  Returning from Sunday School one day, where the Ten Commandments had been the topic, our young son asked his father, "Daddy, what does it mean when it says, 'Thou shalt not commit agriculture'?"

   There was hardly a beat between the question and my husband's smooth reply: "Son, that just means that you're not supposed to plow the other man's field," an answer satisfactory to both of them. - Reader's Digest, July 1979, p. 87.

"If you're only going to have 10 rules, I don't know if adultery should be one of them." –Ted Turner

#18-21 This law, which is so extensive that we cannot measure it, so spiritual that we cannot evade it, and so reasonable that we cannot find fault with it, will be the rule of the future judgment of God, as it is for the present conduct of man. If tried by this rule, we shall find our lives have been passed in transgressions. And with this holy law and an awful judgment before us, who can despise the gospel of Christ? And the knowledge of the law shows our need of repentance. In every believer’s heart sin is dethroned and crucified, the law of God is written, and the image of God renewed. The Holy Spirit enables him to hate sin and flee from it, to love and keep this law in sincerity and truth; nor will he cease to repent.-Matthew Henry
The Law was not given as a means of salvation. It was given to a people already saved (Ex 19:4; 20:2) in order to instruct them in the will of the Lord so that they might fulfill God's purpose for them as "a kingdom of priests and a holy nation" (19:6). The revelation was given "not to give but to guide life" (P. Fairbairn, The Revelation of Law in Scripture, p. 274)
I. I Am The Lord, Thy God Exodus 20:1-2

A. God Speaks His Law

1. Quote: Alexander McClaren says “An obscure tribe of Egyptian slaves plunges into the desert to hide from pursuit, and emerges, after forty years, with a code gathered into ‘ten words,’ so brief, so complete, so intertwining morality and religion, so free from local or national peculiarities, so close fitting to fundamental duties, that it is to-day, after more than three thousand years, authoritative in the most enlightened peoples. The voice that spoke from Sinai reverberates in all lands. The Old World had other lawgivers who professed to formulate their precepts by divine inspiration: they are all fallen silent. But this voice, like the trumpet on that day, waxes louder and louder as the years roll. Whose voice was it? The only answer explaining the supreme purity of the commandments, and their immortal freshness, is found in the first sentence of this paragraph, ‘God spake all these words.’”

2. What was the purpose of the Law?

a) First it was giving as a guide to live by.

(1)  It was not given as a means of eternal life. If fact is was given to a people whom God had already saved, already delivered from Egypt. They were delivered not because they kept any law but because they believed God.

(2)  In the same way the law was never given as a means of salvation, but as a guideline for life society and civilization. 
b) Second it was giving as glimpse into the Holiness of God and the sinfulness of man.

(1)  In the law we also see a holy, righteous and just God. The law provides us with a mean of understand the character of our creator. 

(2)  What we see in Him is a perfect God and what we see in us is a sin marred soul.

(3)  The law shows us that we can’t approach God on His level. He is perfect holiness and that is beyond our best efforts. We come far, far short of God.

c) God warns Moses in Chapter 19 about the people coming too close to Mt. Sinai.

(1)  Scripture Exodus 19:9-13

(2)  This is what the Law does it allows us to come close enough to God to see his power and righteousness but it prevents us from coming near enough to experience His grace and love.
B. The Christian and the Law

1. Did the purpose of the law change after Jesus came? Are we supposed to try and keep it now? Or is it now as it was then a guideline for behavior and a glimpse into God and our character?

2. This is what the New Testament says about the law.

a) Romans 7:7-13

b) Galatians 3:21-26

3. What then is your relationship with the Law?

a) It condemned you a sinner deserving of God’s wrath.

b) It brought you to Christ through that knowledge.

c) It is still meant to be a guideline for our society and civilization.

d) But it is not the code you as an individual Christian live by. 

(1) You do not live by the law for it was meant to show you your own death. You live by the grace of God and the gift of the Holy Spirit. He dwelling in you provide you with the means of living as a Child of God.

(2)  Scripture: Galatians 5:20
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C. Illustration: 
II. The Ten Words Exodus 20: 3-17

A. God Gives The Law 

1. The Ten Commandments or Decalogue which means the Ten Words is divided into two tables.

a) The first table consists of the first 4 commandments and all deal with God.

b) The second table consists of the last 6 commandments and all deal with Man.

2. The First Table

a) 1st vs. 3  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

b) 2nd vs. 4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

c) 3rd vs. 7 Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

d) 4th vs. 8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
3. "The first commandment then guards the unity of God, the second His spirituality, and the third His deity or essence. -James Murphy, Commentary on Exodus, in loc. (from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

4. All these commandments are given so that we might look up to God rather than debase him or bring him down to our level.

a) Scripture: Romans 1:18-25

b) When once God is brought down to our level then where else is left for man to go but lower than that level. For any god even a false god must still be higher than the one worshipping. 

c) God through his commandments showed that He was as Isaiah saw, “High and lifted up.”

(1)  He is seen as the righteous One who inhabits eternity.  The Holy One who rides on the clouds of judgment. He is seen as He truly is. God above all.

5. The Second Table

a) 5th vs. 12  Honour thy father and thy mother. Honor in obedience and in love.
b) 6th vs. 13  Thou shalt not kill. The word means murder and means nothing without capital punishment which God does permit later in the giving of the law.
c) 7th vs. 14  Thou shalt not commit adultery. It means any form of sexual sin. The worst form of theft and leads to the majority of the worlds ills.
d) 8th vs. 15  Thou shalt not steal.

e) 9th vs. 16  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. It includes any lying that harms or defrauds. It especially deals with false testimony and gossip.
f) 10 vs. 17  Thou shalt not covet. The root of where sin begins. The selfish desire for something you do not have.
B.  You and the Law
1. What do you see about yourself when you see the law?

2. Do you see yourself trying to keep it? 
a) Do you see yourself keeping all of it some of the time or some of it all the time. 

b) What you are supposed to see and understand is that if you break one you have broken them all and there is no way in your own power to repair the breaking.

3. Scripture: James 2:10  For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
4. In God’s eyes you are guilty now and forever guilty before him. Guilty for eternity. Guilty and unworthy to spend eternity in His presence. Guilty!

C. Illustration: Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler Matthew 19:16

1. The rich young ruler believed he had kept the commandments but Jesus showed him he did not love his neighbor as hisself, nor was he free of covetness. He was guilty of breaking one and he was guilty of breaking them all. He walked away from God rather than face that guilt.

D. Transition: Where is hope then? How can we escape the condemnation of the Law before God? We need an intercessor.
III.  Moses Drew Near Exodus 20:18-21

A. The People cannot bear the glory of God so Moses must act as Mediator.

1. The people hear the voice and it scares them to death. 
2. The ten commandments are given but the people wish to hear no more.  It is not that they fear the ten commandments but they fear the one who gives the commandments. They fear a holy and righteous God.

3. So they plead with Moses to go for them. He will go to God and bring from God that which He wishes to give to his people. 

4. Without Moses the people have no hope, they are condemned already in their sins. Only in Moses can they hope to find salvation.

B. Our Mediator.

1. Just like the people at Mt Sinai, we stand before a holy and righteous God. Just like them we are told that to try and approach God will mean death. A barrier has been erected between us and our God. That barrier is our sin.

2. Just like the children of Israel we listen as God speaks the ten commandments. With our hearts we hear and know that we are guilty before Him and that our guilt means that we are doomed with no hope. We cannot approach God and He will not come down to us. What hope have we? Where is our mediator?
3. Who is worthy enough to ascend to God? Who is loving enough to bring down His love and forgiveness? There is only one Jesus Christ the Son of God Very God of Very God.
4. Scripture: 

a) Hebrews 9:14

b) 1 Timothy 2:5-6

5. God knew that we could not keep the law. He knew that we could not come up to him, and so he come down to us. Jesus, God the Son took on human flesh became a man and lived a life without sin. He fulfilled the law that we could not. He then laid that sinless life down upon a cross to be crucified for us. He died that we might live.
6. Scripture: Isaiah 53:3-6

C. Illustration: Rembrandt paints himself as the Roman Soldier

IV. Conclusion

A. What remains for us?

1. We cannot keep the law. We cannot ascend up into heaven on our own goodness. 

2. Jesus has come that in him we can have God grace instead of God’s wrath but how do I experience it. How do I receive it.

3. Isaiah 53:10 say this Isaiah 53:10 ¶  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

4. Have you made His soul your offering for sin? Have you accepted your guilt not in the breaking of God’s law but in the death of His son? Have you asked forgiveness for that, the greatest sin of all. For only when I come to God seeking forgiveness through His son will I find pardon from my guilt.
V. Notes

The Decalogue, or Ten Words (Deut 4:13) was given directly to all Israel by an audible and terrible voice, the voice of Jehovah, sounding like a trumpet over the multitude (Ex 19:16; 20:18). Overwhelmed by the experience, the people begged that God would speak no more directly, but through Moses. The rest of the Law was then given to Moses as a mediator, but the heart of the Law had already been delivered

Ex 20:3-7

"He does not say He will be faithful or just toward the keepers of His law, but merciful" (Calvin). Them that love me (v. 6). "The fountain and origin of true righteousness is expressed, for the external observation of the law would be of no avail unless it flowed from hence" (Calvin).

(from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
Ex 20:3-7

Ex 20:13

The Sixth Commandment. The sanctity of human life is upheld, and murder, for any reason, is forbidden. But this command is wrongly quoted in opposition to capital punishment administered by the state. The judicial taking of life in punishment for crime is authorized in Ex 21, as well as in Rom 13. On the other hand, it is seldom stressed that this command is applicable to whatever would degrade man and deprive him of the full and rich life it is God's will that he should enjoy

(from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

VI. Other Illustrations

   In Parker and Hart's "The Wizard of Id" comic strip, one monk is putting up a sign on the bulletin board in front of the church while another monk watches. The sign reads "Thou Shalt Not Covet" and the visiting monk says, "Boy, I wish we had a signboard like that at our church." - Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

  "Please Drive Carefully," requests a sign on the outskirts of a small Japanese town; "our children may be disobeying us." - The Christian - Glen V. Wheeler, 1010 Illustrations, Poems and Quotes, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing, 1967), p. 240.
  During his time as a rancher, Theodore Roosevelt and one of his cowpunchers lassoed a maverick steer, lit a fire, and prepared the branding irons. The part of the range they were on was claimed by Gregor Lang, one of Roosevelt's neighbors. According to the cattleman's rule, the steer therefore belonged to Lang. As his cowboy applied the brand, Roosevelt said, "Wait, it should be Lang's brand."

   "That's all right boss," said the cowboy.

   "But you're putting on my brand," Roosevelt said.

   "That's right," said the man.

   "Drop that iron," Roosevelt demanded, "and get back to the ranch and get out. I don't need you anymore. A man who will steal for me will steal from me."

   -- The Little, Brown Book of Anecdotes, Clifton Fadiman, General

      Editor, Little Brown & Company, 1985, p. 476.

   In response to the statement "There are clear guidelines about what's good or evil that apply to everyone regardless of their situation," the percentage who said they:

 Completely agree          37%

 Mostly agree                 46%

 Mostly disagree            12%

 Completely disagree       4%

 Have no opinion             1%

   -- Results of a national Gallup survey, cited in Emerging Trends, (Jan. 1999). From "To Illustrate Plus," Leadership, Vol. 20, No. 4.

   Arriving home from a miniature golf outing, my daughter-in-law discovered her four-year-old, Timothy, had stuffed one of the balls in his pocket. On the way back to return the ball, Tim listened wide-eyed as Lisa explained that stealing was wrong and he shouldn't take anything home that they haven't paid for.

   How well he listened was apparent the next day at a crowded clothing store. As soon as they walked in, Tim announced in a voice that could be heard three aisles away, "Today, we aren't going to steal anything, are we Mommy? We're going to pay for everything we take home, aren't we?"

   -- Ella E.M. Sailor, "Kids of the Kingdom," Christian Reader, Vol. 38, no. 5.

�1 ¶  And God spake all these words, saying,


2  I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.


3  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.


4  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:


5  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;


6  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.


7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.


8  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.


9  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:


10  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:


11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.


12 ¶  Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.


13  Thou shalt not kill.


14  Thou shalt not commit adultery.


15  Thou shalt not steal.


16  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.


17  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.


18 ¶  And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.


19  And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.


20  And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.


21  And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was.





�1 ¶  And God spake all these words, saying,


2  I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.





�9 ¶  And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD.


10  And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes,


11  And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.


12  And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death:


13  There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.


�7 ¶  What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.


8  But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead.


9  For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.


10  And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death.


11  For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.


12  Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.


13  Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.


�21  Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.


22  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.


23  But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.


24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.


25  But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.


26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.


�22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,


23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.


24  And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.


25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.





�3  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.


4  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:


5  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;


6  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.


7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.


8  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.


9  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:


10  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:


11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.


12 ¶  Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.


13  Thou shalt not kill.


14  Thou shalt not commit adultery.


15  Thou shalt not steal.


16  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.


17  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.








�18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;


19 ¶  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.


20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:


21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.


22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,


23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.


24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:


25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.





�16 ¶  And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?


17  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.


18  He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,


19  Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.


20  The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?


21  Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.


22  But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.


�18 ¶  And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.


19  And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.


20  And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not.


21  And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was.








�14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?


15 ¶  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.





�5  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;


6  Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.





�3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.


4 ¶  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.


5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.


6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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