
The Lord Our Deliverer
Text: Exodus 18:9-12

Introduction:


Joke: 

A Thanksgiving Cookbook

by Mrs. Geraghty's Kindergarten Class

NOTE: Mrs. Geraghty will not be responsible for medical bills resulting from use of her cookbook.

Ivette - Banana Pie

You buy some bananas and crust. Then you mash them up and put them in the pie. Then you eat it.

Geremy - Turkey

You buy the turkey and take the paper off. Then you put it in the refrigerator and take it back out and cut it with a knife and make sure all the wires are out and take out the neck and heart. Then you put it in a big pan and cook it for half an hour at 80 degrees. Then you invite people over and eat.

Shelby - Applesauce

Go to the store and buy some apples, and then you squish them up. Then you put them in a jar that says, "Applesauce". Then you eat it.

Meghan H. - Turkey

You cut it into 16 pieces and then you leave it in the oven for 15 minutes and 4 degrees. you take it out and let it cool and then after 5 minutes, then you eat it.

Danny - Turkey

You put some salt on it to make it taste good. Then you put it in the oven. Then you cook it for an hour at 5 degrees. Then you eat it.

Brandon - Turkey

First you buy it at Fred Meyer. Then you cut it up and cook it for 15 hours at 200 degrees. Then you take it out and eat it.

Christa - Cookies

Buy some dough and smash it and cut them out. Then put them in the oven for 2 hours at 100 degrees. Then take them out and dry them off. Then it's time to eat them.

Irene - Turkey

Put it on a plate and put it in the oven with gravy. You cook it for 1 minute and for 100 degrees. Then it's all cooked. Your mom or dad cuts it and then eat.

Moriah - Turkey

First you cut the bones out. Then you put it in the oven for 10 hours at 600 degrees. Then you put it on the table and eat it.

Jordyn - Turkey

First you have to cut it up and put it on a plate in the oven for 9 minutes and 18 degrees. Then you dig it out of the oven and eat it.

Grace - Turkey

First you add some salt. Then you put it in a bowl. Then you put brown sugar on it. Then you mix it all together with a spoon and then you add some milk and mix it again. And then you put it in a pan. Then you put it in the oven for 15 minutes and 16 degrees. Then you take it out of the oven and then you eat it.

Alan - Turkey

First you shoot it and then you cut it. And then you put it in the oven and cook it for 10 minutes and 20 degrees. You put it on plates and then you eat it.

Christopher - Pumpkin Pie

First you buy a pumpkin and smash it. Then it is all done. And you cook it in the oven for 12 minutes and 4 degrees. Then you eat it.

Jennie - Corn

My mom buys it. Then you throw it. Then you cook it. Then you eat it.

Adam - Pumpkin Pie

First you put pumpkin seeds in it. Put it in a pan and bake it at 5 degrees for 6 minutes. Then take it out and eat it.

Joplyn - Apple Pie

Take some apples, mash them up. Take some bread and make a pie with it. Get some dough and squish it. Shape the dough into a pie shape. Put the apples in it. Then bake it at 9 degrees for 15 minutes.

Isabelle - Spaghetti

Put those red things in it. Then put the spaghetti in it. Then cook it in the oven for 2 minutes at 8 degrees.

Nicholas - White and Brown Pudding

First you read the wrapper. Get a piece of water. Stir. Then you eat it.

Lauren - Turkey

First you find a turkey and kill it. Cut it open. Put it in a pan. Pour milk in the pan. Put a little chicken with it. Put salsa on it. Take out of pan. Put it on the board. Cut into little pieces. Put on a rack. Put in the oven for 7 minutes at 10 degrees. Take out of the oven and put eensy weensy bit of sugar on it. Put a little more salsa on it. Then you eat it.


When Jethro came to meet Moses he brought several things with him. First he brought Moses wife and children. Second he brought wisdom and common sense when he told Moses to delegate his authority. Finally he brought thanksgiving for all that God had done. We are going to look today at that thanksgiving. Interestingly in Exodus 18:9-12 the word thanksgiving is not used instead three other words are used which show the depth and facets of thanksgiving. Those three words are rejoicing, recognizing and sacrificing. These three actions can also show us how our own thanksgiving should be much more than just a simple prayer or expression. 
I. Rejoiced in God’s Deliverance Exodus 18:9-10

A. Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which God had done
1. Rejoicing was appropriate for all that God had done.

2. John Gill writes “In giving them… bread to eat when hungry,  and water to drink when thirsty;… the saving of their firstborn at the time of the Lord’s Passover, giving them favour in the sight of the Egyptians,  …  bringing them out of Egypt with an high hand,  going before them in a pillar of cloud and fire by day and night,  dividing the waters of the sea for them to pass through as on dry land,  …  and giving them victory over Amalek; …He had delivered (them) out of the hand of the Egyptians; whom he had wrought upon to give them leave to depart from them,  and destroyed them when they pursued after them,  first delivered them from their bondage,  and then from their rage and wrath.
3. Jethro as an outsider, a Midianite, saw these things and rejoiced at all that God had done for his son-in-law and for the nation of Israel.

B. Do we rejoice in God’s blessings? 
1. The word  rejoice means to be glad and to gladden others. It is the idea of joy twice.

2. It seems that it gets harder and harder to be glad and to gladden others each year. Yet if we would do what Jethro did we could not help but rejoice.

3. We should rejoice when we remember how God has blessed our nation.
a) Beginning with the first founding fathers and continuing even to this day God has blessed and we should rejoice.
(1) Ours is a heritage of Christianity and the Bible. 
(2)  November 3, 1620 - King James I grants the Charter of the Plymouth council.

(3) "In the hope thereby to advance the enlargement of the Christian religion, to the glory of God Almighty."

(4) November 11, 1620 - The Pilgrims sign the Mayflower Compact aboard the Mayflower, in Plymouth harbor.

(5) "In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord, King James, by the Grace of God, of England, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith,

(6) Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia; do by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the General good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. 

(7) In Witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord,  King James of England, France and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini, 1620."
b) And for year after year after year more come to find a land where they can worship God and what they find is also a land filled with the blessing of God.

(1) Other will tell you that America is great because of her riches, others because of her Democracy but we know that God is great because God blessed her and we should rejoice still.

C. Illustration: Benjamin Franklin at Constitutional Convention

II. Rejoiced in God’s Greatness Exodus 18:11

A. Jethro recognized God for His greatness

1. He saw and was convinced that God was greater than all.

2. It was not that he did not believe before but now he stood in the supreme confidence of the greatness of God.

B. Do we thank God just for being God?

1. Have you stopped to consider who it is that we have as our God?

a) He created the universe with but a spoken word. He sees the end from the beginning and knows all things and even all possibilities as if they were realities. He designed us to fit perfectly into the world he had made for us. He provided eyes that see and ears that hear, bodies that heal and minds that can know Him. He gave us love not just a feeling or a word but a part of who we are that we might love each other and that we might love Him. More than anything else God gave us Himself through Jesus Christ that we might live with Him forever. 
b) What a God! What a Lord! What a Friend.

2. We sometimes grow so jaded in our expectations of God’s blessing that we forget the omnipotent hand that provides them.

a) Like the children of Israel we come to expect the manna and quail day after day and forget that each giving is a miracle of the highest order.

b) What did God bless you with this morning just so you could come to church? What faculties of you body did you use? What relationships of love did you count on? What provisions did you experience?

c) It is all of God and it is all of the greatness of God.

3. Jethro was from the outside and he saw it. We need to see it on the inside and thank God for his greatness.
C. Illustration: Frenchman tours America and sees its greatness due to God
III. Rejoiced in God’s Sacrifice Exodus 18:12

A. Jethro sacrificed and shared 

1. Jethro’s thanksgiving day was not complete until there had been sacrifice to God and sharing with others.

2. He took a burnt offering as a sign of thankfulness to God and he offered it upon the altar. 

a) Later on God would codify the thanksgiving offering but here we see it done as it must have been done even before the actually law came down from Mt Sinai.

b) The thanksgiving offering was a freewill offering given at anytime in response to God’s blessings in your life. It was a way of saying thank you to God.

c) The sacrifice was slain, usually a lamb or an ox the parts of the animal were cut  and lain upon the altar. 

d) Part of it was burned completely as the portion that belonged to God but another portion was taken from the altar before it was burned and offered to family, friends and the priests or Levites. This is what Jethro did.

B. Is your thanksgiving given to God and to others?

1. If we follow the example given to us here and in other places of scripture then thanksgiving is not complete until without two elements being completed; worship and sharing.

2. Our thanksgiving has become one of the most selfish days of the year next to Christmas.

a) We eat too much, we indulge ourselves in front of the TV or in some other way use it for ourselves.

b) True thanksgiving should have worship.

(1)  How many Christian families will even have a moment of prayer before the turkey is cut this year?

(2)  God seems to be the farthest from our minds and hearts. Yet it is to Him that we owe all things.

(3) How many will share something this Thanksgiving season? Will you invite others to your “family” meal? Jethro did. Will you do more than just take them a food basket this year?

(4)  You know what would really show the true thankful heart of a child of God? What would truly combine worship and sharing? Tell them of Jesus Christ. Tell them how he has filled you life with blessing. Tell them he loves them and desires to see them saved and their lives filled with his love and blessings as well.

c) Wouldn’t it be great to share Christ with someone this thanksgiving?
C. Illustration: 

IV. Conclusion:

A. How will you show you thankfulness this year?

1. Will you rejoice in the blessings of God?

2. Will you rejoice simply in the greatness of God?

3. Will you rejoice by worshipping and sharing.
a) Will you give someone else the gift of true rejoicing this year by sharing with them the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for them?
V. Other Illustrations

We thank Him for sun, do we thank Him for rain?

 We thank Him for joy, do we thank Him for pain?

 We thank Him for gains, do we thank Him for losses?

 We thank Him for blessings, do we thank Him for crosses?

· Author Unknown

   "Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection, aid and favors. . . . Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of November next, to be devoted by the people of these states to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of this country, and for all the great and various favors which He has been pleased to confer upon us."

-George Washington

It has seemed to me fit and proper that [the gifts of God] should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged with one heart and one voice by the whole American people. I do, therefore, invite my fellow citizens . . . to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. 

   -Thanksgiving proclamation, 1863

  In Vermont a farmer was sitting on the porch with his wife. He was beginning to realize how much she meant to him. It was about time--for they had lived together forty-two years, and she had been such a help, a very willing worker. One day as they sat together, he said, "Wife, you've been such a wonderful woman that there are times I can hardly keep from telling you." 

   Leslie Flynn

  Inasmuch as the great Father has given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn, wheat, beans, squashes, and garden vegetables, and has made the forests to abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as He has protected us from the ravages of the savages, has spared us from pestilence and disease, has granted us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience; now, I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with your wives and little ones, do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day time, on Thursday, November ye 29th of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and twenty-three, and the third year since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to listen to ye pastor, and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all His blessings. 

   William Bradford, governor of the Plymouth Colony, 1623

  Fulton Oursler tells of his old nurse, who was born a slave on the eastern shore of Maryland and who attended the birth of his mother and his own birth. She taught him the greatest lesson in giving thanks and finding contentment. "I remember her as she sat at the kitchen table in our house; the hard, old, brown hands folded across her starched apron, the glistening eyes, and the husky old whispering voice, saying, 'Much obliged, Lord, for my vittles.' 'Anna,' I asked, 'what's a vittle?' 'It's what I've got to eat and drink, that's vittles. 'But you'd get your vittles whether you thanked the Lord or not.' 'Sure, but it makes everything taste better to be thankful.'"    -James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 265.

   When our son, Ryan, was 5, he offered the following prayer during our family devotions: "Dear Jesus, sorry for the mess we made in the yard today." After a slight pause, he concluded, "Thank you for the fun we had doing it." - Ellen Decker, Pennsylvania.  Today's Christian Woman, Vol. 18, no. 4.

   I heard about a little fourth-grader who stood up to give a report concerning the origins of the Thanksgiving holiday. Here's how he began:

   The pilgrims came here seeking

   freedom of you know what.

   When they landed, they gave

   thanks to you know who.

   Because of them, we can worship

   each Sunday, you know where.

A turkey farmer was always experimenting with breeding to perfect a better turkey. His family was fond of the leg portion for dinner and there were never enough legs for everyone. After many frustrating attempts, the farmer was relating the results of his efforts to his friends at the general store get together. "Well I finally did it! I bred a turkey that has 6 legs!"

They all asked the farmer how it tasted.

"I don't know" said the farmer. "I never could catch the darn thing!"
�9  And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians.


10  And Jethro said, Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians.


11  Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them.


12  And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses’ father in law before God.





�9  And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians.


10  And Jethro said, Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians.


After the convention became deadlocked and it looked to fail, Ben Franklin stood up and said, "�I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: "that God governs in the affairs of man." And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?


We have been assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings that except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it. I firmly believe this. I also believe that without His concurring aid, we shall succeed in the political building no better than the builders of Babel; we shall be divided by our little, partial local interests; our projects will be confounded; and we ourselves shall become a reproach and a byword down to future ages. And what is worse, mankind may hereafter from this unfortunate instance, despair of establishing government by human wisdom and leave it to chance, war or conquest.


I therefore beg leave to move that, henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven and its blessing on our deliberation be held in this assembly every morning before we proceed to business. 


(Historical note to above: the convention was then adjourned for three days of prayer, Bible reading and special church meetings, following which the Constitution was discussed and adopted.)





�11  Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them.





�12  And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses’ father in law before God.
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