
The Providence of God
Text: Exodus 2

Introduction:

Joke: Three Texans and Providence


Three Texans go across the Rio Grande to Mexico one night, get knee-walking drunk and wake up in jail the next morning...only to learn that they are to be executed that same day, although none can remember what they had done the night before.


The 1st Texan is strapped into the electric chair, and asked if he has any last words?  He says, "I am a graduate of the Baylor University School of Divinity, and I believe in the providence of almighty God on behalf of the innocent." They throw the switch, and nothing happens, so the Mexican officials figure God must not want this man to die, and they set him free.


The second Texan is strapped-in, and in response to the same question replies, "I am a graduate of the University of Texas School of Law, and I believe that justice will prevail." Again, they throw the switch, and again nothing happens.  The jailers figure that the law is on this guy's side, so they let him go too.


The third guy is strapped-in, and say's, "Well, I'm a Texas Aggie Electrical Engineer, and I'll tell y'all right now now...ain't nobody going to electrocute nobody if you don't reconnect them two little wires right there."

I. God Provided a Child Exodus 2:1-4

A. God’s Providence Seen in Moses
1. To the world 
a) This was just an insignificant slave.

b) A political problem, 
c) a family problem, 
d) even an outlaw at his birth.

2. But to God 
a) He was the man who would deliver his people Israel from Egypt.

b) This was the most important man in God’s plan since Abraham.

c) To the world he was an insignificant problem, but in God’s providence the Hero of Exodus.
3. Moses life is a wonderful example of the Providence of God.

a) Simply Definitions
(1) From the Latin, “Pro” means “before” and  “Video” means “to see” Providence means “to see before” This means that God sees before and plans accordingly. (did you know you were speaking Latin every time you went to Blockbuster)
(2) According to Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann, providence is "the hidden, patient, sovereign enactment of God’s overriding purpose beyond the will and choice of human agents."

b) Theological Definition- Henry Thiessan “Lectures in Systematic Theology (Only preachers have favorite systematic theology books) 
(1) The Doctrine of Providence

(2) The Christian view affirms that God has not merely created the universe, together with all its properties and powers, and that he is preserving all that he has created, but that as a holy, benevolent, wise and omnipotent being, he also exercise sovereign control over it. This sovereign control is called providence.

(3) Etymologically, the word “providence” means foreseeing. From this basic idea has developed the meaning of providing for the future. But in theology the word has received a more specialized meaning. In this field, “providence” means that continuous activity of God whereby he makes all the events of the physical, mental, and moral realms work out his purpose, and this purpose is nothing short of the original design of God in creation. To be sure, evil has entered the universe, but it is not allowed to thwart God’s original, benevolent, wise and holy purpose. 

c) This is providence and we can see it in the life of this slave baby boy named Moses, but God’s providence doesn’t apply just to Bible heroes, it also is in full effect in your life.
B. God’s Providence Seen in Us
1. To the world 
a) We are also insignificant.

b) The world tells us we are here by blind random chance. 
c) Our existence hanging by nothing but the changing winds of evolution and biology.

d) Because we are insignificant, what happens to us is also insignificant. 

(1) If the child is a going to be problem, do just what Pharaoh did, kill it. The only difference is that Pharaoh couldn’t kill them in the womb and so he drowned them by the thousands only moments after taking their first breaths. What did it matter they were only slaves? 
(2) What does it matter today? They are only meaningless blobs of human DNA? If it is a problem, if you can’t afford it, if it is going to be an lawbreaker when it grows up then kill it. 
(3) Its only here by chance anyway.

2. That’s what the world says, God’s word says differently.

a) Scripture: Job 10:8 Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me. 9 Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me into dust again?  10 Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese?  11 Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews.  

b) Scripture: Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.  

3. To God’s nothing is by chance and we are a part of that wonderful providence of an all knowing, all powerful, all loving God!

a) We are not here by blind random chance but by the sovereign providence of God
b) Neither are the events in our lives haphazard or helter skelter, God is aware and if we but trust Him, God can use even us as his special agents of providence.

4. Scripture Roman 8:28-31

C. Illustration: Oswald Chambers dead at 35, but God’s providence saw his work continue on to this day.

1. His wife was a stenographer and took verbatim notes of all of his sermons, all of his lectures and all of his talks.

2. After he was dead she moved back to England and ran a boarding house to try and provide a living for here family. Every night she would sit by a typewriter and pouring over her notes she began to restore the words of her long dead husband.

3. God took these events and brought into existence some of the most beloved writings of any preacher in modern times. 

4. This is what Oswald Chambers said about providence.

a) The circumstances of a saint’s life are ordained of God. In the life of a saint there is no such thing as chance. God by His providence brings you into circumstances that you can’t understand at all, but the Spirit of God understands. God brings you to places, among people, and into certain conditions to accomplish a definite purpose through the intercession of the Spirit in you. All your circumstances are in the hand of God, and therefore you don’t ever have to think they are unnatural or unique. Your part in intercessory prayer is not to agonize over how to intercede, but to use the everyday circumstances and people God puts around you by His providence to bring them before His throne, and to allow the Spirit in you the opportunity to intercede for them. In this way God is going to touch the whole world with His saints.

5. Oswald Chambers could never have known when he died in his 30 leaving a wife and child behind that God would use him and his wife to “touch the whole world with his saints.” He couldn’t understand how but he trusted in the providence of his benevolent, gracious God.
D. Transition: Let me draw another example of providence from the life of Moses.
II. God Provided a Savior Exodus 2:5-6

A. God’s Providence Seen in Moses’ Saviour
1. Look at the providence of God.

a) A rich young woman comes to the river to take a bath.

b) She is the daughter of a King, a king who has ordered the death of the very child that now hides in a basket floating in the river.

c) Just when it seems that it can’t get any worse the princess spies the ark picks it up and sees inside a baby and to add terror on terror this daughter of a madman murderer of children recognizes it as one of those Hebrew babies condemned to die.

d) This is how the world sees it. Everything that could go wrong has gone wrong. The baby is doomed, all the risk by the midwives, the sacrifice of the parents and the watchcare of his  sister is for nothing. The child has been given into the very teeth of the beast.
2. God’s providence, His seeing before, knew what was needed. He knew that safest place to protect the babe was in the palace of Pharaoh, as a prince of Egypt.. 

3. Could this be chance? Was it a fortunate accident? No, it could only be the hand of God working through the invisible power of providence.
4. God’s Providence Seen in Our Saviour
a) Let me tell you of another savior. 
b) Over Two Thousand Years ago a child came into this world. He was born to poor parents, in a poor country, unable to even find a room to sleep in the  night he was born so he is born in a stable among animals. 
c) He is not educated by the great minds of his day. He is not trained to be a great soldier. He is not raised in the palace of a king. Instead he is simply trained by his father to work with his hands, a maker of furniture and farm implements. 
d) The greatest thing the world could expect from him would be a well made table or chair.
5. But this Child is anything but insignificant in the eyes of God.
a) He is the greatest example in all of eternity of God’s providence for us. 

b) This child is God in the flesh. God the Son brought forth from a virgin’s womb. The Creator has entered into his creation and come forth not to be a carpenter but the savior of all mankind. 

6. In God’s providence was everything that was needed to bring this child from the stable in Bethlehem to the Sermon On The Mount, from a carpenter’s shop to Calvary’s Hill, and finally from a rock hewn grave to resurrection glory!
7. Scripture: 1 Timothy 1:9-10

8. In Him God provided for us our Savior.

a) The one who saw us drifting in sin, who reached out and in love took us in.

b) He knew we were under penalty of death but stood between us and God’s wrath.

c) In his love he sheltered us and with his life’s blood he purchased us that we might also be children of the King, the Children of God. 

d) All this was part of the providence of God through a child born in a stable over 2000 years ago and his providence even brings that salvation into our lives today. 
B. Illustration: Almighty God is On the Line (urban myth but good illustration)
1. On a Saturday night several weeks ago, the pastor of Almighty God Tabernacle was working late, and decided to call his wife before he left for home.  It was about 10:00 PM, but his wife didn't answer the phone.  The pastor let it ring many times. He thought it was odd that she didn't answer, but decided to wrap up a few things and try again in a few minutes.   When he tried again she answered right away.  He asked her why she hadn't answered before, and she said that it hadn't rung at their house. The brushed it off as a fluke and went on their merry way. 

2. The following Monday, the pastor received a call at the church office, which was the phone that he'd used that Saturday night.  The man on the other end wanted to know why he'd called on Saturday night.  The pastor was dumbfounded and couldn't figure out what the guy was talking about.  Then the caller said, "It rang and rang, but I didn't answer."

3.   The pastor remembered the apparently misdirected call and apologized for disturbing the gentleman, explaining that he'd intended to call his wife. The called said, "That's OK, let me tell you my story.  You see, I was planning to commit suicide on Saturday night, but before I did, I prayed, 'God if you're there, and you don't want me to do this, give me a sign now.' At that point my phone started to ring.  I looked at the caller ID, and it said, 'Almighty God'. I was afraid to answer!"

C. Transition: The providential Gospel.

1. Now that is probably an urban legend but the reality of God’s Providence bringing salvation to your own life is just as improbable.
2. Imagine the chance that your eternal salvation depends on a child born 2036 years ago. Somehow the story of that child’s life, death on the cross and resurrection must remain intact and somehow reach you thousands of years later. Now, think of the all the ways and all the paths that brought that story to you personally. Understanding that just one person missing from your life or the change of one location or one event could spell the difference between Hell and Heaven. Yet amazingly you heard and you believed. 
3. It was not an accident, it was not a coincidence, it was God’s providence!
III.  God Provided a Guide Exodus 2: 7-10

A. God’s Providence Seen In Moses’ Guide
1. Miriam goes to the princess and tells her she knows a nurse for the child.

2. The princess has to know that the nurse she will bring must be the very mother of the baby she is now holding. Yet in the providence of God she calls for the mother.

3. She tells the mother to take the child, and nurse him. Not only does Moses get to be raised by his own mother but the princess pays this lowly slave to care, love and teach her own son!

4. Because they had no bottles in those days, nursing an infant went on for many years often till the child was 5 or 6. During that time Moses learned who he was and who his people really were. God saw to it that he received the training and the character that would make him the future leader of the greatest freedom movement of all time.
5. All because God in his providence provided his own mother as a guide and it shaped the rest of his life.

6. Was it just luck, just chance, just coincidence, no it was providence. It was God!
B. God’s Providence Seen In Our Guides
1. God is still providing the guides and gifts for us today.  To make of us his agents of providence in other lives. We are able to touch eternity through God’s providence.
2. His Spirit John 16:7-14

3. His Word  2 Timothy 3:16-17

4. His Gifts in Us Romans 12:6-8

5. Even the Events and Circumstance of Life God providentially uses to guide us and prepare us for service. 1 Samuel 2:7-8

C. Illustration: God’s providence finds a lost child and lost faith
1. Stephan Saint Find His Faith Through God’s Providence

Background: Stephan Saint was only a child when he father piloted a small bush plane into the jungles of Ecuador along with four friends. They went to make contact with a tribe of Indians called the Auca. The missionary friends never returned and were found murdered by the very people they went to share the gospel with. Their story was recorded by the wife of one of the men, Elizebeth Elliot who wrote about her husband Jim. But this story is about the Stephen who over the years struggled with a God who would allow his father to be murdered. He had almost lost his faith when he went on a trip and met a young man in Africa tens of thousands of miles away from the jungles of Ecuador. 
   His name was Nouh Ag Infa Yatara; that much I understood. Nouh signaled he knew someone who could translate for us. He led me to a compound on the edge of town where an American missionary lived. I was glad to meet the missionary, but from the moment I'd seen Nouh I'd had the feeling that we shared something in common.

   "How did you come to have faith?" I asked him. The missionary translated as Nouh answered. "This compound has always had a beautiful garden. One day when I was a small boy, a friend and I decided to steal some carrots. It was a dangerous task: We'd been told that Toubabs [white men] eat children. Despite our agility and considerable experience, I was caught by the former missionary here. Mr. Marshall didn't eat me; instead he gave me the carrots and some cards that had God's promises from the Bible written on them. He said if I learned them, he'd give me an ink pen!"

   "You learned them?" I asked. "Oh, yes! Only government men and the headmaster of the school had a Bic pen!

   But when I showed off my pen at school, the teacher knew I must have spoken with  a Toubab, which is strictly forbidden. He severely beat me." When Nouh's parents found out he had portions of such a despised book defiling their house, they threw him out and forbade anyone to take him in; nor was he allowed in school. But something had happened, Nouh had come to believe that what the Bible said was true.

   After sitting a moment, I asked Nouh the question that only hours earlier I'd wanted to ask my father: "Why is your faith so important to you that you're willing to give up everything, perhaps even your life?"

   "I know God loves me and I'll live with Him forever. I know it! Now I have peace where I used to be full of fear and uncertainty. Who wouldn't want to give up everything for this peace and security?"

   "It couldn't have been easy for you as a teenager to take a stand that made you despised by the whole community," I said. "Where did your courage come from?"

   "Mr. Marshall couldn't take me in without putting my life in jeopardy. So he gave me some books about other Christians who'd suffered for their faith. My favorite was about five young men who willingly risked their lives to take God's good news to stone age Indians in the jungles of South America." His eyes widened. "I've lived all my life in the desert. How frightening the jungle must be! The book said these men let themselves be speared to death, even though they had guns and could have killed their attackers!"

   The missionary translator said, "I remember the story. As a matter of fact, one of those men had your last name."

   "Yes," I said quietly, "the pilot was my father." 


"Your father?" Nouh cried. "The story is true?” 


Yes," I said, "it's true."

   The missionary and Nouh and I talked through the afternoon, then they accompanied me back to the airfield that night. 

   As Nouh and I hugged each other, it seemed incredible that God loved us so much that He'd arranged for us to meet "at the ends of the earth."

   Nouh and I had gifts for each other that no one else could give. I gave him the assurance that the story which had given him courage was true. He, in turn, gave me the assurance that God had used Dad's death for good. Dad, by dying, had helped give Nouh a faith worth dying for. And Nouh, in return, had helped give Dad's faith back to me. (Submitted by Stephen Saint)

IV. Conclusion: What about you? 

A. Do you trust in the providence of God? 
1. This is not just a stale theological definition. It is not just a label we use for the unexplained good things in our life. This trust is the path that leads to the experiencing of God in our day to day life!
2. Do you believe what David said in Psalms 139? 
a) Psalms 139:3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.

3. Do you trust that God has provided for you? 

4. Do you trust Him to provide what is needed in the circumstances of your life? 

5. Do you understand He has brought you here for a purpose? Perhaps it was salvation, perhaps encouragement, perhaps recommitment, perhaps life service. Whatever it might be, it was not chance that led you here today, it was God.

6. What in the providence of God is waiting for you right now? Will you reach out in faith and accept it? 
7. Do you realize that the providence of God is so vast that it can include you in accomplishing his will and it can also accomplish God’s will without you. It is so inclusive that it can deal with your choice to serve Him or to deny Him. God’s Will will be done but how wonderful to think He want to include us in affecting eternity!
V. Other Illustrations/ notes

Abraham did not choose what the sacrifice would be. Always guard against self-chosen service for God. Self-sacrifice may be a disease that impairs your service. If God has made your cup sweet, drink it with grace; or even if He has made it bitter, drink it in communion with Him. If the providential will of God means a hard and difficult time for you, go through it. But never decide the place of your own martyrdom, as if to say, "I will only go to there, but no farther." God chose the test for Abraham, and Abraham neither delayed nor protested, but steadily obeyed. If you are not living in touch with God, it is easy to blame Him or pass judgment on Him. You must go through the trial before you have any right to pronounce a verdict, because by going through the trial you learn to know God better. God is working in us to reach His highest goals until His purpose and our purpose become one. -Oswald Chambers
What is termed providence is the divine superintendence over earth and its affairs. It implies gracious provisions which Almighty God makes for all his creatures, animate and inanimate, intelligent or otherwise. Once we admit that God is the creator and preserver of all men, and concede that he is wise and intelligent, we are logically driven to the conclusion that Almighty God has a direct superintendence of those whom he has created and whom he preserves in being. In fact, creation and preservation suppose a superintending providence. What is called divine providence is simply Almighty God governing the world for its best interests, and overseeing everything for the good of mankind. –EM Bounds “The Possibilities of Prayer” Prayer and Divine Providence
PROVIDENCE OF GOD

John Wesley's father, Samuel, was a dedicated pastor, but there were those in his parish who did not like him. On February 9, 1709, a fire broke out in the rectory at Epworth, possibly set by one of the rector's enemies. Young John, not yet six years old, was stranded on an upper floor of the building. Two neighbors rescued the lad just seconds before the roof crashed in. One neighbor stood on the other's shoulders and pulled young John through the window. 

Samuel Wesley said, "Come, neighbors, let us kneel down. Let us give thanks to God. He has given me all my eight children. Let the house go. I am rich enough." John Wesley often referred to himself as a "brand plucked out of the fire" (Zech 3:2; Amos 4:11). In later years he often noted February 9 in his journal and gave thanks to God for His mercy. Samuel Wesley labored for 40 years at Epworth and saw very little fruit; but consider what his family accomplished!  

The citizens of Feldkirch, Austria, didn't know what to do. Napoleon's massive army was preparing to attack. Soldiers had been spotted on the heights above the little town, which was situated on the Austrian border. A council of citizens was hastily summoned to decide whether they should try to defend themselves or display the white flag of surrender. It happened to be Easter Sunday, and the people had gathered in the local church. 

The pastor rose and said, "Friends, we have been counting on our own strength, and apparently that has failed. As this is the day of our Lord's resurrection, let us just ring the bells, have our services as usual, and leave the matter in His hands. We know only our weakness, and not the power of God to defend us." The council accepted his plan and the church bells rang. The enemy, hearing the sudden peal, concluded that the Austrian army had arrived during the night to defend the town. Before the service ended, the enemy broke camp and left.

Providence of God, The

(From Torrey's Topical Textbook)

    * Is his care over his works

      Psalms 145:9

    * IS EXERCISED IN

          o Preserving his creatures

            Nehemiah 9:6; Psalms 36:6; Matthew 10:29 

          o Providing for his creatures

            Psalms 104:27,28; 136:25; 147:9; Matthew 6:26 

          o The special preservation of saints

            Psalms 37:28; 91:11; Matthew 10:30 

          o Prospering saints

            Genesis 24:48,56 

          o Protecting saints

            Psalms 91:4; 140:7 

          o Delivering saints

            Psalms 91:3; Isaiah 31:5 

          o Leading saints

            Deuteronomy 8:2,15; Isaiah 31:5 Isaiah 63:12 

          o Bringing His words to pass

            Numbers 26:65; Joshua 21:45; Luke 21:32,33 

          o Ordering the ways of men

            Proverbs 16:9; 19:21; 20:24 

          o Ordaining the conditions and circumstances of men

            1 Samuel 2:7,8; Psalms 75:6,7 

          o Determining the period of human life

            Psalms 31:15; 39:5; Acts 17:26 

          o Defeating wicked designs

            Exodus 15:9-19; 2 Samuel 17:14,15; Psalms 33:10 

          o Overruling wicked designs for good

            Genesis 45:5-7; 50:20; Philippians 1:12 

          o Preserving the course of nature

            Genesis 8:22; Job 26:10; Psalms 104:5-9 

          o Directing all events

            Joshua 7:14; 1 Samuel 6:7-10,12; Proverbs 16:33; Isaiah 44:7; Acts 1:26 

          o Ruling the elements

            Job 37:9-13; Isaiah 50:2; John 1:4,15; Nahum 1:4 

          o Ordering the minutest matters

            Matthew 10:29,30; Luke 21:18 

    * Is righteous

      Psalms 145:17; Daniel 4:37

    * Is ever watchful

      Psalms 121:4; Isaiah 27:3

    * Is all pervading

      Psalms 139:1-5

    * Sometimes dark and mysterious

      Psalms 36:6; 73:16; 77:19; Romans 11:33

    * ALL THINGS ARE ORDERED BY

          o For his glory

            Isaiah 63:14 

          o For good to saints

            Romans 8:28 

    * The wicked made to promote the designs

      Isaiah 10:5-12; Acts 3:17,18

    * TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED

          o In prosperity

            Deuteronomy 8:18; 1 Chronicles 29:12 

          o In adversity

            Job 1:21; Psalms 119:15 

          o In public calamities

            Amos 3:6 

          o In our daily support

            Genesis 48:15 

          o In all things

            Proverbs 3:6 

    * Cannot be defeated

      1 Kings 22:30,34; Proverbs 21:30

    * Man’s efforts are vain without

      Psalms 127:1,2; Proverbs 21:31

    * SAINTS SHOULD

          o Trust in

            Matthew 6:33,34; 10:9,29-31 

          o Have full confidence in

            Psalms 16:8; 139:10 

          o Commit their works to

            Proverbs 16:3 

          o Encourage themselves

            1 Samuel 30:6 

          o Pray in dependence upon

            Acts 12:5 

          o Pray to be guided by

            Genesis 24:12-14; 28:20,21; Acts 1:24 

    * Result of depending upon

      Luke 22:35

    * Connected with the use of means

      1 Kings 21:19; 22:37,38; Micah 5:2; Luke 2:1-4; Acts 27:22,31,32

    * Danger of denying

      Isaiah 10:13-17; Ezekiel 28:2-10; Daniel 4:29-31; Hosea 2:8,9
   The hymn God Moves in a Mysterious Way has been a source of great comfort and blessing to many of God's people since William Cowper wrote it in the 18th century. Yet few people know of the unusual circumstances that led to its composition.

   William Cowper was a Christian, but he had sunk to the depths of despair. One foggy night he called for a horsedrawn carriage and asked to be taken to the London Bridge on the Thames River. He was so overcome by depression that he intended to commit suicide. But after 2 hours of driving through the mist, Cowper's coachman reluctantly confessed that he was lost. Disgusted by the delay, Cowper left the carriage and decided to find the London Bridge on foot. After walking only a short distance, though, he discovered that he was at his own doorstep! The carriage had been going in circles. Immediately he recognized the restraining hand of God in it all. Convicted by the Spirit, he realized that the way out of his troubles was to look to God, not to jump into the river. As he cast his burden on the Savior, his heart was comforted. With gratitude he sat down and penned these reassuring words: "God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform; He plants His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm. O fearful saints, fresh courage take, the clouds you so much dread are big with mercy, and shall break in blessings on your head."

  The longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth, that God governs in the affairs of man; and if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without his aid? 

   -- Benjamin Franklin

  Shortly after Dallas Theological Seminary was founded in 1924, it almost came to the point of bankruptcy. All the creditors were going to foreclose at noon on a particular day. That morning they met in the president's office with Dr. Chafer for prayer that God would provide. In that prayer meeting was a man by the name of Harry Ironside. When it was his turn to pray, he prayed in his characteristic manner: "Lord, we know that the cattle on a thousand hills are Thine. Please sell some of them and send us the money." 

   While they were praying, a tall Texan with boots on and an open collar stepped up to the business office and said, "I just sold two carloads of cattle in Ft. Worth. I've been trying to make a business deal but it fell through, and I feel compelled to give the money to the seminary. I don't know if you need it or not, but here's the check!" 

   A little secretary took the check and, knowing how critical things were financially, went to the door of the prayer meeting and timidly tapped. When she finally got a response, Dr. Chafer took the check out of her hand. It was exactly the amount of the debt! When he looked at the name, he recognized the cattleman in Ft. Worth, and turning to Dr. Ironside said, "Harry, God sold the cattle!" 

   -James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988), p. 419.

A.
Abraham Lincoln and the 50 cent barrel

On the front porch of his little country store in Illinois, a small businessman stood with his partner. Business was all gone, and the partner asked, "How much longer can we keep this going?" The owner answered, "It looks as if our business has just about winked out." Then he continued, "You know, I wouldn’t mind so much if I could just do what I want to do. I want to study law. I wouldn’t mind so much if we could sell everything we’ve got and pay all our bills and have just enough left over to buy one book--Blackstone’s Commentary on English Law, but I guess I can’t." At that moment a strange-looking wagon came up the road. The driver drove it up close to the store porch, then looked at the owner and said, "I’m trying to move my family out west, and I’m out of money. I’ve got a good barrel here that I could sell for fifty cents." The businessman’s eyes went along the wagon and came to the wife looking at him pleadingly, her face thin and emaciated. He slipped his hand into his pocket and took out, according to him, "the last fifty cents I had" and said, "I reckon I could use a good barrel." All day long the barrel sat on the porch of that store. The partner kept chiding the owner about it. Late in the evening the businessman walked out and looked down into the barrel. He saw something in the bottom of it, papers that he hadn’t noticed before. His long arms went down into the barrel and, as he fumbled around, he hit something solid. He pulled out a book and stood dumbfounded: it was Blackstone’s Commentary on English Law. That businessman was Abraham Lincoln. To the world it was chance, but to God it was providence?
�1 ¶  And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.


2  And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.


3  And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.


4  And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.


5 ¶  And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.


6  And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children.


7  Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?


8  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s mother.


9  And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it.


10  And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.





�1 ¶  And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.


2  And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months.


3  And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.


4  And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him.








�28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.


29 ¶  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.


30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.


31 ¶  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?





�5 ¶  And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.


6  And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children.





�2 Timothy 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,


2 Timothy 1:10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:





�7  Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?


8  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s mother.


9  And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it.


10  And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.





�7 ¶  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.


8  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:


9  Of sin, because they believe not on me;


10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;


11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.


12  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.


13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.


14  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.








�16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:


17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.








�6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;


7  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;


8  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.








�7  The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up.


8  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the LORD’S, and he hath set the world upon them.
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