
The Protection of God
Text: Exodus 14
Introduction:


Joke:   A 7-year-old boy's mother asked him what he learned in Sunday school. He said, "Well, Mom, today we learned about the time when Moses was leading the people of Israel out of captivity in Egypt across the Red Sea. They got there at the Red Sea, and Moses realized the Israelites couldn't make their way over. So he asked the Israeli corp of engineers if they would erect a pontoon bridge over the Red Sea, and all the people of Israel walked over that pontoon bridge. But when the Egyptians got there, they had their tanks and their guns and all their heavy artillery, and they sank in the mud. So Moses had the Israeli air force come over, and they bombed them and they wiped out all the Egyptians."

   Well, the mother was horrified. She said, "Is that what they taught you in Sunday school this morning?"

   He said, "Well, not exactly. But if I told you what our teacher told us, you'd never believe it."

I. Promise of Protection Exodus 14:10-14

A. God’s Promise of Protection given to His People

1. The People call out in fear and even contempt

2. Moses calls out in faith and God’s promise.

a) Fear Ye Not, stand still and see the salvation of the LORD

b) The LORD shall fight for you and ye shall hold your peace.

c) In other words “Stand Still, Shut up and Watch God Save You.
B. Will you believe God’s Promises today?

1. We could use a little more of that today I think. “Stand still, shut up and watch God save.

a) We are caught up in our own strengths, our own plans and our own power and even when we succeed we are actually failing because we are not seeing God at work.

b) We need to listen to the promises of God and then trust in that which only he can do. Instead we make our own plans use our own methods and when those fail we think God has let us down.
2. Listen to the promises of God for his people today.

a) Isaiah 41:10 ¶ Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.

b) 2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

3. Stand still, shut up and watch. Let’s let God show us His salvation.

C. Illustration: Jehovah is still God

1.   Gladys Aylward, was a missionary to China when Japan invaded during WW2.  She would not leave her work and her children behind. With only one assistant, she led more than a hundred orphans over the mountains toward Free China. 

2.    In their book The Hidden Price of Greatness, Ray Besson and Ranelda Mack Hunsicker tell what happened:  "During Gladys's harrowing journey out of war-torn Yangcheng ... she grappled with despair as never before. After passing a sleepless night, she faced the morning with no hope of reaching safety. A 13-year-old girl in the group reminded her of their much-loved story of Moses and the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. 

3.    "'But I am not Moses,' Gladys cried in desperation. 'Of course you aren't,' the girl said, 'but Jehovah is still God!'"  
II. Pillar of Protection Exodus 14:15-20

A. God’s Presence Protects Israel

1. Notice What God said, “Quit Praying and start moving!”

a) In the first place Moses tells them Shut up, stand still and watch God.

b) Now God says just as bluntly, “Quit praying and get moving!

c) I like that kind of instruction. You don’t need to study Greek or Hebrew to understand what God is saying do you. “Get moving, now!”
2. While the Israelites begin to move, remember there are millions of them in this group, God’s  presence hinders the Egyptians and helps the Israelites.

a) The presence the Bible says was a cloud behind them and it stood between the Egyptians and the Israelites.
b) It was a cloud, a fog to them but it gave light to the Hebrews as they prepared to march.
B. Are you moving and are you trusting in the God’s Presence?

1. Did you ever think you would hear God tell his people, “Quit praying?”

a) Why would he do that? Pehaps it was because they were using prayer as an excuse for action. They were using their crying out to God to replace their going out with God.

b) They need a kick in the pants, they needed a jump start and God gave it to them. Quit praying and start moving!

2. If there is one thing that characterized Christians today it is the willingness to replace action with words, deeds with indecision and faith with fatalism. I hear it and see it all the time.

a) I just don’t know what to do so I’ll just keep praying about it.

b) God hasn’t revealed his will to me yet so I’ll just keep waiting.

c) It must be God’s will for this to happen so I’m not going to do anything about it.

d) I’ve seen church members rot in the pew and I’ve seen missionaries rot on the field. I’ve seen pastors dry up in their parsonages and I’ve seen churches die on the vine because they just won’t do anything!
e) There is no sense of personal responsibility, no understanding of loyalty, no concept of common sense that if you don’t get involved then the job won’t get done and in the end you just wither and die. 

f) Quit praying and start moving! God says.
3. And when you move understand that you are to move in the power and protection of God’s presence. 

a) Jesus said, (John 14:18) I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.
(1) The word comfortless literally means orphans, Jesus is saying I will not leave you alone.

(2)  Do you believe in the protection of God’s presence?
4. Psalm 23
 is a psalm that celebrates and take comfort in the presence of God
a) I have preached it at more funerals than any other Bible text but the place it meant the most to me was in a hospital bed when my wife LeeOra read it to me as I wondered whether the ulcer in my throat would stop bleeding so I wouldn’t die.

b) It was there that I needed to know that God was there to comfort me. It was there I needed to feel his arms of protection as much as real as felt  my wife’s hand.

5. We better stop keeping God at arms distance from our lives and hearts and begin to do just what the old song used to say, “Now let us have a little talk with Jesus, let us tell him all about our troubles, he will hear us when we cry and he will answer by and by.”

6. If you desire the protection of God’s presence then you better get used to walking and talking with God. His presence means he is there and if He is there then you need to acknowledge Him.

III. Path of Protection Exodus 14:21-29

A. God Through Moses Opens a path through the Sea 

1. Isn’t this a great story? Charlton Heston just about got it right!

a) Moses stretches forth his hand and the Red Sea opens a channel through it. The wind blows through that channel all night and dries the sea floor so the children of Israel can pass.

b) The next morning as the Egyptians begin to pursue the Hebrews through that same passage, God knocks the wheels off their chariots and left them stranded in the midst of that path in the sea.

c) Then God told Mose to once more “Stretch forth thine hand” and the waters of the Red Sea collapsed and God’s enemies were destroyed.
2. Now just in case you needed a little scientific reasoning for you faith, I have a clipping that explains just how God did this.

a)   Sophisticated computer calculations indicate that the biblical parting of the Red Sea, said to have allowed Moses and the Israelites to escape from bondage in Egypt, could have occurred precisely as the Bible describes it.

b)    Because of the peculiar geography of the northern end of the Red Sea, researchers report in the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society, issued today, that a moderate wind blowing constantly for about 10 hours could have caused the sea to recede about a mile and the water level to drop 10 feet.  That would have left the land dry in the area where many biblical scholars believe the crossing occurred.

c)    An abrupt change in the wind would have then allowed the waters to come crashing back into the area in a few moments, a phenomenon that the Bible says inundated the Israelites' Egyptian pursuers.- The Columbus Dispatch, March 15, 1992, p. 12A

d) Now isn’t that nice. Some nice scientist played with his computer and came up with a way to explain away one of the greatest miracles in the Bible with just a little wind storm.

3. Let me tell you what you already know, The supernatural God of the Universe doesn’t need  a natural weather event to save his people. 

a) When God promised his protection and His people trusted in that promise, then God saved them with a true miracle of super nature not simple nature.
B. God Through Jesus Opens a Path Through Death

1. You better believe in a supernatural God who uses supernatural means to save his people because we also are facing our own Sea of Death.

a) We are caught between the coming judgment of our sins and the end of our life just as the Hebrews were trapped between Pharoah and the Red Sea.

b) The Bible says, (Hebrews 9:27)  …it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.
c) In Romans 3:23 It says, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
d) In Romans 6:23 it says, “The wages of sin is death…”

e) We stand everyday of our lives at the edge of the sea of death and one day the coming judgment will overtake us and we will be judged for our sin and the Bible says that judgment is eternal death.

2. Just like the children of Israel we need to stop and look for the salvation of God.

a) Psalms 46:10  Be still, and know that I am God: 

b) Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

c) Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

d) We must stand still in our own power and then we will find the salvation of God.
3. How will God save us from certain death? God will open a path through death itself.

a) Scripture: Jonn 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
b) Scripture: Romans 5:2  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
c) Jesus is the path that God has opened for us to pass through the valley of the shadow of death. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. Jesus is the door.

4. And just like God told Mose, now is the time to get moving. 

a) You don’t find salvation by standing on the shore until Pharoah’s army comes, you don’t find it waiting until the walls of water crash upon you head, you find it when you step out on the path.

b) You find salvation when you come to Jesus Christ. You want to experience a miracle today, not an emotional high or psychological effect but a real miracle? Then come to Jesus and fully trusting him as Lord and Savior you will find a miracle.

(1)  A miracle of the emotions, a miracle of the psyche, miracle of the mind and heart but much more than a miracle of the spirit.  A miracle that takes a soul stained with sin and make it white as snow. A miracle that takes you from fighting God to God fighting for you. A miracle that walks you trough the sea of death to the promised land of heaven one day. 

C. Illustration: 

D.  Transition: The story doesn’t end here of course, look at chp 15 1-2, 11
IV. Conclusion: Praise of Protection Exodus 15:1-2,1
1

A. Can you sing the praises of salvation this morning?

1. How long since you have had something to praise God about?

2. How long since you stood still and saw the salvation of God?

3. How long since you moved in the direction God wanted you to go?
4. I want to sing the praises of salvation in my life and in my church and I believed it is as much my heritage as it was Moses and the Israelites. 

5. Maybe it’s time to see God’s salvation, maybe its time to quit praying and start moving. I definitely know it is time to trust God as we’ve never trusted him before.
V. Other Illustrations:
   Peter Muhlenberg gave perhaps the most dramatic sermon of the Revolutionary era. 

   Though Peter Muhlenberg had preached regularly for the cause of the American colonists, he decided that, in his last sermon before leaving to join Washington's army, he would have to do something unusual to drive home his point. 

   After reading from Ecclesiastes 3:1, he said, "There is a time to preach and a time to pray, but there is also a time to fight, and that time has now come." Muhlenberg threw off his robes to reveal the uniform of a militia colonel. 

   He then recruited the men of his congregation, who became known as the "German Regiment," which Muhlenberg commanded throughout the war. He eventually rose to the rank of major general, and after the war, returned to Philadelphia a hero. He spent the remainder of his life in local and national politics. -- Mark Couvillon. "The American Revolution," Christian History, no. 50.

   Here closes the first fourth of the Old Testament (almost as large as the entire New Testament), all written by one man, Moses. What a man Moses must have been! How intimate with God! What a work he did! What a benefactor to mankind! 40 years in the Palace of Pharaoh, 40 years a refugee in Midian, 40 years leader of Israel in the wilderness. Delivered a nation of some 3,000,000 from servitude; transplanted them from one land to another; organized for them a system of jurisprudence that has been a fountain source of much of the world's civilization.- Halley's Bible Handbook, p. 156.

The Ten Commandments are declared obsolete:

   Ted Turner, creator of Cable News Network, told members of the National Newspaper Association in Atlanta that the biblical Ten Commandments do not relate to current global problems, such as overpopulation and the arms race.

   "We're living with outmoded rules," Turner said. "The rules we're living under is the Ten Commandments, and I bet nobody here even pays much attention to 'em, because they are too old.

   "When Moses went up on the mountain, there were no nuclear weapons, there was no poverty. Today, the commandments wouldn't go over. Nobody around likes to be commanded. Commandments are out."

   Robert Orben quipped, "The world now has so many problems that if Moses had come down from Mount Sinai today the two tablets he'd carry would be aspirin."- Tim Hansel, Eating Problems For 

Breakfast, p. 129.

�10 ¶  And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD.


11  And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt?


12  Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.


13  And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.


14  The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.





�15 ¶  And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:


16  But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.


17  And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.


18  And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.


19  And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:


20  And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night.


30  Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.


31  And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.





�1 ¶  <<A Psalm of David.>> The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.


2  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.


3  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.


4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.


5  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.


6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.





�21 ¶  And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.


22  And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.


23  And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.


24  And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,


25  And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians.


26  And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.


27  And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.


28  And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them.


29  But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.





�1 ¶  Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.


2  The LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt him.





11  Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?
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