
The Passover of God
Text: Exodus 12
Introduction:


Joke: Dead horse theory

Dakota tribal wisdom says that when you discover you are riding a dead horse, the best strategy is to dismount.

However, in the business/church world (might even apply to military command), we often see other strategies for this situation:

Whip harder.

Change riders.

Appoint a committee to study the dead horse.

Hire a contractor to ride the dead horse.

Arrange a visit to another site to see how they ride dead horses.

Create a training session to increase our riding ability.

Remind all concerned that "this is the way we have always ridden this horse".

Harness several dead horses together for increased speed.

Promote the dead horse to a supervisory position.

Sometimes you just need to make a change. We see just such a time in the book of Exodus Chapter 12. It was time for a change, for a new life in the nation of Israel.

I. Life In a New Year Exodus 12:1-2

A. God Make a New Year

1. God tells the Israelites that a New Calendar is starting.

2. It will be a time of complete change.

a) A different new year

b) A different location

c) A different life

3. So radical would be the change that from that moment on it would be remembered by the marking of the new year.

B. The Changes God brings

1. God is a God of newness of change or renewal.

2. He does it in history, He does it in churches and He does it in hearts.

3. Scripture: 

a) 2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

b) Galatians 6:15  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.

c) Revelation 21:5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

4. Newness sounds great until you face the reality of what that means.

a) A new start in the Lord always means leaving the old behind.

b) The Israelites had to leave Egypt, their homes, many of their friends. 

c) It was not easy but it was necessary and it was God’s will to start anew.

C. Illustration: 
II. Life In the Lamb Exodus 12:3-7

A. God starts the new life through the Passover

1. The single event that would make the new break from the old was the Passover lamb.

a) Each house was to take a male lamb w/o spot or blemish.

b) It was to be slain in the evening with the whole assembly of Israel.

c) They were to take the blood of the lamb and put it upon the doorposts of the house.

d) They were then to eat the lamb with their family

2. This would be the last action they took as slaves, for once they partook of the Passover lamb they would be made free by the power of God.

B. New Life for us starts in the Lamb

1. What will God use to bring a new life, a new start for us? Just as he did for the Israelites he will bring it through a slain lamb.

a) Jesus is the Lamb of God. 

(1) John 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
b) It is through him and only through His shed blood can new life start.

(1)  1 Peter 1: 18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
c) If there is to be a new life for us, if there is to be a new start for us it must be through the blood of the Lamb of God.

(1)  This is our salvation from sin, this is our salvation from slavery, this is our salvation from tradition and routine, this is our salvation from death. 

(2)  We must once again look to the Lamb of God. Then the newness of God will overwhelm us in its freshness and hope.

C. Illustration: Augustine
1. Soon after Augustine's conversion, he was walking down the street in Milan, Italy. There he accosted a prostitute whom he had known most intimately. She called but he would not answer. He kept right on walking. "Augustine," she called again. "It is I!" Without slowing down, but with assurance of Christ in his heart, he testified, "Yes, but it is no longer I."
III. Life In a New Place Exodus 12:8-14
 
A. God starts the new life in a new place
1. God tells them to prepare to move.

a) They are to be dressed, they are to be ready to move once the Lord gives the signal.

b) That night he would pass through the land separating the old of Egypt from the new of the Promised Land.

c) Those who believed God would have the blood upon the door. Those who rejected God or could not leave Egypt would not.

2. When the death angel passed over Israel would move toward the new land.

3. From that day forth they would keep the Passover as a memorial to what God had done in making them free of Egypt.
B. Are we Ready?
1. Are we prepared to move for God?

a) Are we dressed? Do we have our staff in our hands, Are we hastening in the name of the Lord?

b) When the doors of opportunities are opened by God will we be ready to move forward or will we decide to stay in Egypt?

(1)  This morning as you sit in this church would respond if God touched your heart and told you to come and find a new life through Jesus Christ?
(2)  Or would you look back to your old life, your old friends, your old sin and decide to stay in Egypt another day?

(3)  The death angel come into every life one day, but only those who have made Jesus Christ their savior, only those who have put his blood on the lintel of their hearts will pass from this life to eternal life.
c) If God opened the door of opportunity for this Church would we recognize it?
(1) Would we see the chance to renew our work for God? Would we take our staff in our hands and go where God wanted us to go?

(2)  Or would we decide to hold on to the past and miss the opportunity that God has opened for us.

2. Are you ready to move when God says go?

a) Those who are will go on to the Promised Land, to the newness of God. 

b) Those who are not will stay. I choose to go.

C. Illustration:

IV. Other Illustration:

Dead horse theory

Dakota tribal wisdom says that when you discover you are riding a dead horse, the best strategy is to dismount.

However, in the business/church world (might even apply to military command), we often see other strategies for this situation:

Whip harder.

Change riders.

Appoint a committee to study the dead horse.

Hire a contractor to ride the dead horse.

Arrange a visit to another site to see how they ride dead horses.

Create a training session to increase our riding ability.

Remind all concerned that "this is the way we have always ridden this horse".

Harness several dead horses together for increased speed.

Promote the dead horse to a supervisory position.

   In Charles Schulz's "Peanuts" comic strip, Lucy asks Linus, "Do you think people ever really change?" "Sure," replies Linus, "I feel I've changed a lot this past year." Lucy says, "I meant for the better." - Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).

   London businessman Lindsay Clegg told the story of a warehouse property he was selling. The building had been empty for months and needed repairs. Vandals had damaged the doors, smashed the windows, and strewn trash all over the place. As he showed a prospective buyer the property, he took pains to say that he would replace the broken windows, bring in a crew to correct any structural damage, and clean out the garbage. The buyer said, "Forget about the repairs. When I buy this place, I'm going to build something completely different. I don't want the building; I want the site."
�1 ¶  And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,


2  This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.


�3  Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:


4  And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb.


5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:


6  And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.


7  And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.





�11  And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD’S passover.


12  For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.


13  And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.


14  And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
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