
The Gift of God
Text: Exodus 16
Introduction:

Joke: Something about a meal or gift.


In Dallas I visited a little "hole-in-the-wall" Tex-Mex restaurant.  They had the most unique tasting meat in their tacos.  I asked the waitress about it (since I love making Tex-Mex at home for the family).


The owner came out to our table and explained that the meat was not "normal" beef, and I immediately had visions of Mad Cow diseases critters. But he assured me that it was "special" - his taco meat was made from squirrel!


Now I hunted squirrels as a kid and had many a fine meal.  But I then asked him where he shot them (in a metro area with 4 million folks).  He said he went up and down the alleys, streets and parks of Dallas and shot them.


I was aghast.  I asked, "Doesn't anyone complain?"


"No", he replied.  "I only shoot the sick ones."


Now my stomach DID lurch and I finally mustered up the courage to ask the fateful question - 
"How do you know which ones are sick?


"Oh", he said, "That's easy.  The sick ones go 'meow, meow'."


This is the story of two meals separated by thousands of years yet joined by the same God and purpose. It is the story of the two gifts given thousands of years apart but joined by the same God and purpose. It is the story of two opportunities given and two opportunities missed except by a few who had truly found the true gift of God.

I. The Gift of the Manna Exodus 16:1-15

A. God gives Manna to the People

1. Given for the need of their bodies

2. Given despite their unworthiness, complaining and disobedience

a) Their bodies are traveling toward Canaan but their minds are still in Egypt. 

b) They complain and murmur against God’s leader Moses
c) Even after God gives them Manna they disobey His law
3. Given but not understood

a) Manna they called it

b) The word literally means “What Is It?

4. Why did God bother?

a) Why did He care about these worthless, faithless complainers?

b) Why did He bother bestowing love, mercy and miracles upon them?

c) Why did He keep sustaining them even while they grumbled and murmured against Him?

5. The only answer is because he was God.

a) A God of mercy, forgiveness and love.

b) Scripture: Psalms 136:10-26

B. God give Mercy to Us

1. What hope do we have compared to the Hebrew Children?

2. Are we more worthy? Are we more faithful? Are we any less complainers?

3. Why does God bother with us? Why does he bless us with life, with our family, with love, with any of the blessings that we are just as unthankful for as the Hebrews were?

4. Why? because he is God.

a) Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-5

b) Without God the Hebrews would have died in the wilderness and without God we would have died in our sin. “But God”
c) God intervened between hunger and death. God intervened between Pharoah and death. God intervened time and time again to save his people by His power and love.

C. Illustration:

D. Transition:

1. Nor did God’s intervention cease with the OT for he sent another bread from heaven this time to save not the body but the soul. How did the people respond this time? Turn to John chapter 6 v 24
II. The Gift of the Bread of Life John 6: 24-36

A. God Sends His Son to Us

1. The day before beside the sea Jesus had fed over 5 thousand people with only 5 loaves and two fishes.

2. That night Jesus sent his disciples to Capernaum without Him. During the night while their ship was on the sea, a storm struck and the disciples were in fear of their lives until Jesus came walking on the water to save them. They then land back in Capernaum, leaving the crowd by the sea side.

3. The next day the crowd can’t find Jesus and so begin looking for him finally finding Him with the disciples. They ask Him why he left, “Rabbi, when camest thou hither?” Why did you leave us? Why did you walk away when we want to make you king of Israel?

4. Jesus then preaches one of the most revealing and devastating messages ever preached, it is called the Bread of Life Discourse. After it is finished Jesus followers will go from over 5000 to just 12 apostles and he even asks them if they want to leave as well.

5. The people responded once again with misunderstanding, murmuring and finally disregard. They walked away not into a physical wilderness but away into a spiritual one where there would be no Bread of Life.

a) Scripture: John 6:47-51: 66-69

b) Jesus told them, They must partake of his flesh and his blood and then they would have eternal life.

c) Just like the Manna of Exodus they could not understand and instead of waiting and asking the Lord what was meant, they walked away in ignorance and in disgust.
B. What about You?
1. We listen to Jesus in John 6 and shake our head at those who would walk away and yet each of us is confronted with the same choice, the same gift given by the same God.

2. Are we walking away in our ignorance? Are we turning our back upon the gift of God, upon the bread of Life? 
3. Jesus words in John 6 apply to us just as much as to those who heard it then.
4. What will you do when confronted with Body and Blood of Jesus Christ given for the life of the world?
5. Transition: Do you know when that took place?  Turn with me to Mark 15
III.  The Gift Given On the Cross Mark 15:1-2

A. Jesus flesh is offered upon the Cross
1. Now we see the wondrous gift of God, the only begotten Son of God, his flesh torn with the scourging, his forehead lacerated with the thorns, his face beaten by the Jews. Now we see the terrible price that must be paid for our sins.
a) Many cannot bear to think of it. My sin ripped his back to ribbons, my sin pushed the crown of thorns upon this brow, my sin drove the nails into his hands. Rather than understand, rather than partake of the body and blood of Christ they walk away.

b) Jesus said, “If any man eat of this bread” his own broken body and spilt blood, he shall live forever. How do you do that? How do you take the body of Christ as your own?
2. It think one of the best answers is found in Isaiah 53:10-11

a) Have you made Him you sacrifice for sin?

b) Have you stood at the cross like the Roman Centurian looked up into the bloodied face of Jesus Christ and said, “Surely this was a righteous man?”

c) Have you looked upon his torn body like the thief on the cross and called out, “Remember me when you come in your kingdom?”

d) Only when you understand why he died and only when you accept this death as God’s gift of eternal life. Only when you make Jesus the sacrife for you sin, God’s lamb that takes away the sin of the world. Only then can you taste the true bread of life and live eternally.

IV. Conclusion: Mel Gibson in the movie “The Passion of Christ”

A. Mel Gibson’s controversial movie of the death of Christ features the director in the movie just once.

1. In the final scene as Jesus is being nailed to the cross, a Roman soldier lifts the hammer and time after time drives the nails into the hands of the Son of God. Finally, when Jesus give up his spirit and dies and they come to claim his body. We see the face of the soldier who drove the nails, it is the face of the director Mel Gibson. Why did he place himself in that role? Could it be a statement of his own guilt in the death of Jesus Christ? A statement of his belief his trust that he also believes that even in his guilt there if forgiveness at the cross of Christ.
V. Other Illustrations

Illustration:One morning R.C. Chapman, a devout Christian, was asked how he was feeling. "I’m burdened this morning!" was his reply. But his happy countenance contradicted his words. So the questioner exclaimed in surprise, "Are you really burdened, Mr. Chapman?" "Yes, but it’s a wonderful burden--it’s an overabundance of blessings for which I cannot find enough time or words to express my gratitude!" Seeing the puzzled look on the face of his friend, Chapman added with a smile, "I am referring to Psalm 68:19, which fully describes my condition. In that verse the Father in heaven reminds us that He ’daily loads us with benefits.’"

�1 ¶  And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt.


2  And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness:


3  And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.


4  Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.


5  And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.


6  And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the LORD hath brought you out from the land of Egypt:


7  And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us?


8  And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.


9  And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, Come near before the LORD: for he hath heard your murmurings.


10  And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.


11  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,


12  I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God.


13 ¶  And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host.


14  And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground.


15  And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.











�10 ¶  To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy endureth for ever:


11  And brought out Israel from among them: for his mercy endureth for ever:


12  With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: for his mercy endureth for ever.


13  To him which divided the Red sea into parts: for his mercy endureth for ever:


14  And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: for his mercy endureth for ever:


15  But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red sea: for his mercy endureth for ever.


16  To him which led his people through the wilderness: for his mercy endureth for ever.


17  To him which smote great kings: for his mercy endureth for ever:


18  And slew famous kings: for his mercy endureth for ever:


19  Sihon king of the Amorites: for his mercy endureth for ever:


20  And Og the king of Bashan: for his mercy endureth for ever:


21  And gave their land for an heritage: for his mercy endureth for ever:


22  Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy endureth for ever.


23 ¶  Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy endureth for ever:


24  And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy endureth for ever.


25  Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for ever.


26  O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever.





�1 ¶  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;


2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:


3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.


4 ¶  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,


5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)


�24  When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus.


25  And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?


26  Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.


27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.


28 ¶  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?


29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.


30  They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work?


31  Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.


32  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.


33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.


34  Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.


35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.


36  But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not.











�47  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.


48  I am that bread of life.


49  Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.


50  This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.


51  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.








66  From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.


67  Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?


68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.


69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.








�22 ¶  And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull.


23  And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.


24  And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.


25  And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.


26  And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS.


27  And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left.


28  And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors.


29  And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,


30  Save thyself, and come down from the cross.


31  Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save.


32  Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him.


33 ¶  And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.


34  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?


35  And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias.


36  And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him down.


37  And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost.


38  And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.


39  And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of God.


40  There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome;





�10 ¶  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.


11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.
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