
Exodus: New Direction New Life
Text: Exodus 30:11-16
Introduction:  Monday is Memorial Day, a reminder of the cost that has been paid in the lives of our soldier and sailors for generations to keep us free. Many forget what Memorial Day is about, to them it is just another holiday, another day off, another reason to have a party, but it is so much more.


Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service. There are many stories as to its actual beginnings, with over two dozen cities and towns laying claim to being the birthplace of Memorial Day. There is also evidence that organized women's groups in the South were decorating graves before the end of the Civil War: a hymn published in 1867, "Kneel Where Our Loves are Sleeping" by Nella L. Sweet carried the dedication "To The Ladies of the South who are Decorating the Graves of the Confederate Dead" (Source: Duke University's Historic American Sheet Music, 1850-1920). While Waterloo N.Y. was officially declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President Lyndon Johnson in May 1966, it's difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the day. It is more likely that it had many separate beginnings; each of those towns and every planned or spontaneous gathering of people to honor the war dead in the 1860's tapped into the general human need to honor our dead, each contributed honorably to the growing movement that culminated in Gen Logan giving his official proclamation in 1868. It is not important who was the very first, what is important is that Memorial Day was established. Memorial Day is not about division. It is about reconciliation; it is about coming together to honor those who gave their all.


Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11, and was first observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. The South refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War I (when the holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war). It is now celebrated in almost every State on the last Monday in May (passed by Congress with the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 - 363) to ensure a three day weekend for Federal holidays), though several southern states have an additional separate day for honoring the Confederate war dead: January 19 in Texas, April 26 in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi; May 10 in South Carolina; and June 3 (Jefferson Davis' birthday) in Louisiana and Tennessee.


It was common when I was a child to observe Memorial Day with a red poppy worn on the lapel, but it is rarely seen anymore. The poppy was chosen due to the poem “Flanders Field” written during WWI by army surgeon Lt Col John McCrae in 1915


In Flanders Fields

By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD (1872-1918)

Canadian Army

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

I. Counting the Cost Exodus 30:11-12

A. Every Man to Pay Lest there be a plague
1. Some think that it refers only to the first numbering of them,  now when the tabernacle was set up; and that this tax was to make up what was deficient in the voluntary contributions for the finishing of the work,  or rather for the beginning of the service in the tabernacle.  Others think that it was afterwards repeated upon any emergency and always when the people were numbered, and that David offended in not demanding it when he numbered the people. But many of the Jewish writers,  and others from them,  are of opinion that it was to be an annual tribute,  only it was begun when Moses first numbered the people. This was that tribute-money which Christ paid,  for fear of offending his adversaries #Mt 17:27, JFB

2. This tribute was to be paid as a ransom of the soul, that there might be no plague among them.  Hereby they acknowledged that they received their lives from God,  that they had forfeited their lives to him,  and that they depended upon his power and patience for the continuance of them; and thus they did homage to the God of their lives,  and deprecated those plagues which their sins had deserved. – Matthew Henry
B. Every Man lest there be a consequence.

1. The price of freedom or the work of God through the church have this in common it calls for every man to pay the price.

2. Each is called to do, not more than his share and certainly not less, but that which is necessary for all of us to bear.

3. By doing so we acknowledge the price paid by those who have gone before us and the price that is necessary now to continue the work.

4. If we quit paying the price we lose that which the generations before us have paid with their lives blood. Whether it be freedom or the work of the gospel both have been bought and paid for with shed blood, broken backs and battered spirits. The next generation and those who follow will not have the freedom with now enjoy unless each of us is willing to pay the price.

C. Illustration: The Fall of The Roman Empire
1. The people grew fat and lazy, immoral and 
II. Reckoning the Ransom Exodus 30:13-15

A. Each Man over twenty was to pay the same amount.
1. Half a shekel was the ransom price.
2. Each was to pay the same whether rich or poor the offering was still half a shekel.
3. Most commentators think this amount was about 50 cents, perhaps with inflation today it would be a few dollars but not a large amount. It would be an amount that every man would have in his power to pay.
B. The Equality of Service to God and country.
1. Scripture: Pr 22:2 The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of them all.
2. In God’s eyes in this payment there was no difference between rich and poor. Other offerings were by ability and were proportionally like the tithe but this was not an offering nor was it to be a percentage but a set price.
3. The reason is stated in vs. 15 “to make atonement for your souls.”

a) The money was poll tax, paid by every man over 20 and it represented God’s redemption, his atonement of the nation of Israel. In that nation every soul was precious to God and every soul was to be pay this tax at the same price because God is no respecter of persons when it comes to redeeming mankind.

b) Rich or poor were bought with the priceless gift of the shed blood of Jesus Christ and this amount did not buy redemption but marked a memorial through the service in the tabernacle of that atonement. 

c) Each was to pay for all had benefitted from the redemption of Israel from Egypt.

d) In the same way each of us should be willing to pay the price that all of us are able to pay to do what is within our power to further the work of those who have gone before us, to continue the service in God’s house and the giving of freedom in our country. 

e) This we can do and this we must do else just as it was for Israel we will suffer the consequences of our inaction and apathy.

C. Illustration: 
III. Making a Memorial Exodus 30:16

A. The Money was used to maintain the tabernacle this would be a memorial for them.
1. A remembrance of the Children of Israel before God that would make atonement for  their souls.
2. The money was used to purchase the offerings and the implements of those offerings for the benefit of all the nation of Israel.

3. Any man who refused to pay was exempting himself from the benefits and blessings of the temple.

B. Are we paying the price of suffering the cost?

1. As I studied this passage I could not help but ask the Lord, “Am I paying the price?” Am I doing all that I can with the abilities and energy that God had given me to carry the gospel to the next generation?
2. I wondered about those who have given up, those who have turned bitter and angry in their service. Those who perhaps have not actively turned against God but perhaps have quit supporting their church, or giving to missions or praying for one another? Are they aware of the cost they may pay in the future for their refusal to give as God as commanded all of us to give.

3. I wondered about those who spit vile venom against our President and our soldiers? Do they understand the danger that comes with not being willing to pay the price of freedom?

4. I hear them quote the number of soldiers who have died in the present conflict and then try to call our generals and leaders murders because of it. It shames me to think they are of the same heritage and history of those who pray for the same leaders they slander.
5. What will come of the price paid by the slain who have gone before today? Will they be forgotten when freedom is lost?

a) We have lost 

(1)  25, 000 in Revolutionary War 

(2)  116, 000 in WW1

(3)  408, 000 in WW2

(4)  54, 000 in Korean War

(5)  58, 000 in Vietnam War

(6)  3,400 in both Gulf wars so far

6. Will their sacrifice count if we forget what we are fighting for? 

C. Illustration: Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln
Given on the dedication of the battlefield cemetery, after a battle in which the armies of the north and south suffered nearly 8,000 dead and 27, 000 wounded or captured. 

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” 
IV. Conclusion:

I hope that in some small way I have challenged all of us to be willing to pay the price that is incumbent on all of us. The price of freedom and the price of the gospel are both necessary and essential to the future of our nation and the work of God. This is not a price that other can pay for me, it is not a price I dare to ignore or refuse. If the future will still be blest then today I must pay the price!
V. Other Illustrations and Notes

Silver is symbolic of redemption. Only the redeemed can worship. Giving is an act of worship. Only the redeemed were asked to pay the price. 

To dwell above with saints in love that will be glory but to stay below with the saints I know that’s another story. –J. Vernon McGhee

Some think that it refers only to the first numbering of them,  now when the tabernacle was set up; and that this tax was to make up what was deficient in the voluntary contributions for the finishing of the work,  or rather for the beginning of the service in the tabernacle.  Others think that it was afterwards repeated upon any emergency and always when the people were numbered, and that David offended in not demanding it when he numbered the people. But many of the Jewish writers,  and others from them,  are of opinion that it was to be an annual tribute,  only it was begun when Moses first numbered the people. This was that tribute-money which Christ paid,  for fear of offending his adversaries #Mt 17:27, - Matthew Henry
The rich were not to give more,  nor the poor less (#Ex 30:15),  to intimate that the souls of the rich and poor are alike precious,  and that God is no respecter of persons, - Matthew Henry
This tribute was to be paid as a ransom of the soul,  that there might be no plague among them.  Hereby they acknowledged that they received their lives from God,  that they had forfeited their lives to him,  and that they depended upon his power and patience for the continuance of them; and thus they did homage to the God of their lives,  and deprecated those plagues which their sins had deserved. - Matthew Henry

Exodus 30:11-16 This was not a voluntary contribution, but a ransom for the soul or lives of the people. It was required from all classes alike, and a refusal to pay implied a willful exclusion from the privileges of the sanctuary, as well as exposure to divine judgments. –JFB

Ex 30:11 Each Israelite, twenty years old and above (v. 14) was required to pay a half shekel (about forty cents) to Jehovah as an atonement for your souls (v. 15). "It was no ordinary tribute ... which Israel was to pay to Jehovah as its King, but an act demanded by the holiness of the theocratic covenant. As an expiation for souls, it pointed to the unholiness of Israel's nature, and reminded the people continually, that by nature it was alienated from God, and could only remain in covenant with the Lord and live in His kingdom on the ground of His grace, which covered its sin. It was not till this sinful nature had been sanctified by a perfect atonement, and servitude under the law had been glorified and fully transformed into that sonship to which Israel was called ... that as children of the kingdom they had no longer to pay this atonement-money for their souls" (from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)

	 Years
	Location
	Killed
	Wounded 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	1775-1783 (1)
	Revolutionary War
	25324
	8445

	1789
	Indian Wars
	6125
	2156

	1798-1800
	Franco-American Naval War
	20
	42

	1801-1815
	Barbary Wars
	35
	64

	1812-1815
	War of 1812
	2260
	4505

	1814
	Marquesas Islands
	4
	1

	1822-1825
	West Indies
	3
	5

	1832
	Sumatra
	2
	11

	1835-1836
	Texas War Of Independence
	704
	138

	1846-1848
	Mexican-American War
	13283
	32

	1855
	Fiji
	1
	2

	1859-1860
	Texas Border Cortina War
	5
	18

	1861-1865 (2)
	Civil War, North
	363020
	281104

	1861-1865 (2)
	Civil War, South
	199110
	137102

	1863
	Japan
	5
	6

	1867
	Formosa
	1
	0

	1870
	Mexico
	1
	4

	1871
	Korea
	4
	10

	1898
	Spanish-American War
	2893
	1637

	1899-1902
	Philippines War
	4273
	2840

	1899
	Samoa
	4
	5

	1900
	China Boxer Rebellion
	53
	253

	1902-1913
	Moro Campaigns
	130
	300

	1904
	Dominican Republic
	1
	0

	1911-1919
	Mexico
	19
	69

	1912
	Nicaragua
	5
	16

	1914-1918
	World War I
	116708
	204002

	1915-1920
	Haiti
	146
	26

	1916-1922
	Dominican Republic
	144
	50

	1918-1919
	Russia North Expedition
	246
	307

	1918-1920
	Russia Siberia Expedition
	170
	52

	1921-1941
	China Yangtze Service
	5
	80

	1927- 1932
	Nicaragua
	136
	66

	1941
	North Atlantic Naval War
	141
	44

	1941-1945
	World War II
	408306
	670846

	1945-1947
	Italy Trieste
	6
	14

	1945-1947
	China Civil War
	12
	42

	1950-1953
	Korean War
	54246
	103284

	1954
	Matsu and Quemoy
	3
	0

	1958-1984
	Lebanon
	268
	169

	1961-1975 (3) 
	Vietnam War
	58219
	153356

	1962
	Cuba
	9
	0

	1964
	Panama Canal Riots
	4
	85

	1965-1966
	Dominican Republic
	59
	174

	1966-1969
	South Korea
	89
	131

	1967
	USS Liberty
	34
	171

	1980
	Iran
	8
	0

	1980-1991
	Terrorism
	28
	0

	1983
	Grenada
	19
	100

	1983-1991
	El Salvador
	20
	0

	1984-1989
	Honduras
	1
	28

	1986
	Libya
	2
	0

	1987 (4)
	Persian Gulf
	148
	467

	1989-1990
	Panama
	23
	240

	1990-1991
	Persian Gulf, Op Desert Shield/Storm
	363
	357

	1992-1994
	Somalia, Op Restore Hope
	44
	(5)

	2000
	Yemen, USS Cole
	17
	(5)


 (1) Includes Indian scouts, private militia, civilians fighting with Army or Navy 
(2) Adjusted for post war-related deaths
(3) To be adusted yearly with post-combat deaths 
(4) 3 combat, 148 terrorist casualties 
(5) Data not available
�11 ¶  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,


12  When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou numberest them.


�13  This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of the LORD.


14  Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD.


15  The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.


�16  And thou shalt take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls.
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