
The Lord Our Banner
Exodus 17:8-16

Introduction:


Joke: Uncle Bob's Tale

A teacher gives her fifth-grade class an assignment:

to get their parents to tell them a story with a moral.

The next day, the kids come back and one by one begin telling their stories.

Kathy says, "My father's a farmer, and we have a lot of egg-laying hens.  One time we were taking the eggs to market in a basket on the front seat of the pickup, when we hit a bump in the road and all the eggs went flying and broke and made a mess.  The moral to the story is 'Don't put all your eggs in one basket."

Then it is Lucy's turn: "Our family farms too, but we raise chickens for the meat market.  We once had a dozen eggs, but when they hatched, we got only 10 live chicks.  And the moral to this story is, don't count your chickens before they're hatched."

Then Johnny is on the spot: "My daddy told me this story about my uncle Bob.  Uncle Bob was a pilot in Vietnam, and his plane got hit.  He had to bail out over enemy territory and all he had was a bottle of whiskey, a machine gun and a machete.  He drank the whiskey on the way down so it wouldn't break, and then he landed right in the middle of 100 enemy troops.  He killed 70 of them with the machine gun until he ran out of bullets, then he killed 20 more with the machete until the blade broke, and then he killed the last 10 with his bare hands!"

"Good heavens!" says the horrified teacher.  "And what kind of moral did your daddy tell you as a result of that horrible story?"

"Don't mess with Uncle Bob when he's been drinking!"
This battle was not just a skirmish on the edge of the desert it was a battle for the future.

The Amalekites were not just raiders on a random raid, they were the agents of Satan sent to destroy the very hope of the world.  Among the millions of the Hebrews is a man who is the ancestor of the future king of Israel David. David is the ancestor of Joseph and Mary the line through which Jesus the savior of the world would be born.  Destroy this man and his children and the hope of the world is destroyed. Destroy these people and the future writers of scripture are erased. Destroy Moses and God cannot give him the 10 commandments. Destroy Aaron and the tabernacle and its sacrifices are lost. 

This battle was for much more than just the protection of some people crossing the wilderness, it was a battle for you and me, a battle for our families, our country and truly the entire world. Nor have the battles and their importance ended. 
I. The Enemy Comes Exodus 17:8-11

A. Amalek Attacks Israel

1. Amalekites were a tribe of nomadic raiders.

2. Israel made a tempting target

3. Joshua chooses men to put an end to the raids at their flanks and rear.

4. Moses moves to the hill to watch and lift the rod

B.  The Enemy of the Church Comes

1. The church and Christianity, along with the family and freedom is under the greatest attack in centuries.

a) Vote in Texas and several other states to define marriage as between one man and one woman. Passed in Texas but almost 30 percent of Texans voted against it. 30%!
b) Recent Decisions of 9th Circuit Court of Appeals

(1)  Phrase “under God” in pledge unconstitutional

(2)  Recently ruled parents have no right to determine what children are taught in school.

c) Supreme Court Decisions

(1)  Legalized abortion in 1970

(2)  Removed School prayer

(3)  Removed Ten Commandments

(4)  Legalized Sodomy (Homosexuality)
(5)  Seriously weakened the right of churches and individual to own private property
C. Illustrations:

1. In Muslim and Hindu countries Christians are being killed, beaten, kidnapped and persecuted.

(1) The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) reports police used sticks and tear gas to hold back a crowd of around 5,000 protesters, who marched on St. George's church. Dozens of people were injured in the crush. Police report one man inhaled tear gas, was trampled and later died. October 19th, a nun was stabbed by a Muslim, who protested the sale of a DVD of the play, staged at the church in 2003. The demonstration was the latest in a series of incidents at the church related to the 2003 performance of the play entitled, "I Once Was Blind But Now I See." The drama tells the story of a poor young Copt who is drawn to Islamist militants who then try to kill him. Coptic Christian leaders report the play depicts the dangers of extremism, not of Islam.
(2) Christians in the rural areas of Kano are afraid to send their children to public schools, fearing they will be forced to convert to Islam. Students are being forced to study Arabic, Islam, and say Islamic prayers. Moreover, Christian leaders report the government refuses to grant churches permission to establish schools in rural areas. "The strategy is to force Christians to send their children to public schools so they can be forced to become Muslims," said Rev. Murtala Marti Dangora, secretary of the Kano district of the Evangelical Church of West Africa. Rev. Dangora, a former Muslim, said there are still numerous cases of persecution in the state; in one case, 15 Christians were forced to flee Banda village because of Muslim antagonism. Another Christian leader noted that Christians in Kano state have lost religious liberty and are seen as second-class citizens.
(3)  Christians in a remote village of Uzbekistan are being beaten, publicly humiliated and chased out of their homes and jobs for converting to Christianity. A local strongman is orchestrating harsh opposition to the small congregation in Janbashkala village, near Turtkul in southwestern Uzbekistan. Tokhtabay Sadikov has pressured local police and civic officials, the prosecutor's office, the secret police and Muslim clerics to impose punishing measures against every villager known to have "abandoned the Muslim faith of their parents." The water supply to Christian homes in the village has been cut off, and the church of nearly 100 has dwindled to 20.

II. The Uplifted Hands Exodus 17:11-13

A. The difference in the Battle

1. When Moses held his hands up the People of God prevailed when he let them fall the people retreated.

2. When he was too tired to stand alone, Aaron and Hur stood beside him.

a) They put him on the rock to rest.
b) They grabbed his hands and once again raised them toward heaven.

3. The battle was won because God’s man rested on the rock and relied on good men to share the burden.

B. What will turn the battle for the heart of our nation, schools, churches and families today?

1. I believe the picture of Moses on the rock with his hands lifted toward heaven and Aaron and Hur standing beside him provides us the key.

2. Moses hands toward heaven show us where strength must come from. 

a) Moses knew that it was God’s power that would win the battle, God’s strength that would carry the day and God’s judgment that would destroy the enemy.

b) So he lifted his hands toward heaven and beseeched God for his help.

c) If we are to win the most important battles that have ever been fought in the battle for the soul of our land, then we must acknowledge that only God’s power, strength and judgment can overcome. 

3. The rod represented God’s appointed tool for Moses leadership.
a) The rod of Moses was needed, without it the battle would be lost.

b) God had given it to Moses for every obstacle, every battle, every question. When God wanted Moses to do something he would tell him, “Use the Rod, I have given you.”

c) The rod of Moses is akin to our Bible.

(1) God has given it inspired, pure and holy. It contains every word and every thought that which God wanted us to have. 

(2)  He gave it to deal with every obstacle, question or guidance that we needed.

(3)  Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
d) The men beside Moses were the difference between victory and defeat that day.

(1)  If they had not stood with their leader, if they had not put him on the rock when he began to grow weary, if they had not held up his arms when he was to tired to go on, the Amalekites would have destroyed God’s people.

(2)  Who holds the Pastor when he can no longer stand? Who lifts him up in prayer? Who offers a word of hope and encouragement? Who stands beside him? Who takes up the message when he grows too weary? Who helps to place him on the Rock of Jesus Christ?
C. Illustration: Holding the Ropes

III. The Memorial Exodus 17:14-16

A. Moses wanted the People to Remember
1. Remember what God has done by winning the battle.

2. Remember those who fought with Joshua, remember those who would not come back to their families that night.

3. Remember God’s Power, remember God’s men. Remember and never forget or the next battle may not be won.

4. Moses called the name of the memorial Jehovahnissi, the Lord Our Banner.

a) The banner that Moses spoke of was a battle flag. He was saying we fight under the power and glory of God.

b) In ancient times the battle flag was the way armies communicated and identified themselves. The battle flag was protected by a flag bearer and by an honor guard who in the midst of all battles had only one job to protect their flag.  There was no greater loss and no greater shame for a company of soldier than to lose their banner. 
B. Do we still hold our banner high?
1. Memorials fill our history books, our parks, our buildings and our cemeteries but do we really remember? And if we forget why then how can we still hold our banner?
2. Do we remember those who gave their live that we might live in freedom from tyranny, Nazism, communism or terrorism?

a) Do we know and honor those who fight even now in hostile lands, with every day having the potential of being the final date on their tombstone? Do we pray for them? 

b) Do we remember Sept 11, 2001? There are many in congress who seem to have forgotten and are only willing to sacrifice for votes not for our soldiers.
3. Do we remember those who have dedicated, sacrificed and even died that we might have the freedom of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Those who have held the banner of Christian and Baptist through the centuries? 
a) Do you know the names of any of the groups that went before we were called Baptist? Have you read their stories, studied their lives and wept over their deaths? Do we remember the Paulicians, the Waldensians, or even the Anabaptists? 
b) What of those who are even now fighting on the front lines of the battle for souls. Do you know the names of 10 of the 30 missionaries we support through our churches? Do you remember them in your prayers? Do you remember them in your offerings?

c) If we have forgotten, is there any hope of winning the battles we fight even now in our church. No! No, there is not.

4. There is not chance to turn back the tide of sin and immorality in our community and in our country without remembering whose banner we fight under.  There is no hope of turning back the landslide of apathy and selfishness within Christianity unless we once again raise high the Lord Almighty as our battle flag. 

C. Illustration: If I be lifted up John 12:28-32
1. John 12:28  Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. 29  The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him.

2. 30  Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 31  Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.
IV. Conclusion: 
A. The Battle still rages around us

1. Satan and his Amalekites of today are attacking not just the fringes of our people but the very heart of our heritage and civilization. Where are we in this battle?

2. Have we taken our position in the front lines? Have we taken our position on the top of the hill? 

3. Are we lifting our eyes, hands and hearts to God beseeching him for the power and strength that we must have?

4. Are we holding for the word of God like Moses’ rod looking for God’s guidance?

5. Are we upholding God’s leaders in our prayers and service?

6. And today especially are we remembering the banner we fight under? Are we looking upward to Jesus Christ lifting him up that the battles we still fight may be won? 
V. Other Illustrations


On some air bases the Air Force is on one side of the field and civilian aircraft use the other side of the field, with the control tower in the middle.  One day on just such a field the tower received a call from an aircraft asking, "What time is it?"


The tower responded, "Who is calling?"


The aircraft replied, "What difference does it make?"


The tower replied "It makes a lot of difference.  If it is an American Airlines Flight, it is 3 o'clock.  If it is an Air Force, it is 1500 hours.  If it is a Navy aircraft, it is 6 bells.  If it is an Army aircraft, the big hand is on the 12 and the little hand is on the 3.  If it is a Marine Corps aircraft, it's Thursday afternoon.  If it's National Guard, it's still a couple of hours until quitting time."

The Americans and Russians at the height of the arms race realized that if they continued in the usual manner they were going to blow up the whole world.  One day they sat down and decided to settle the whole dispute with one dog fight.  They would have five years to breed the best fighting dog in the world and whichever side's dog won would be entitled to dominate the world.

The Russians found the biggest meanest Doberman and Rottweiler female dogs in the world and bred them with the biggest meanest Siberian wolves.  They selected only the biggest and strongest puppy from each litter, removed his siblings, which gave him all the milk.  After five years they came up with the biggest meanest dog the world had ever seen.

Its cage needed steel bars that were five inches thick and nobody could get near it.

When the day came for the dog fight, the Americans showed up with a strange animal.  It was a nine foot long Dachshund.

Everyone felt sorry for the Americans because they knew there was no way that this dog could possibly last 10 seconds with the Russian dog.

When the cages were opened up, the Dachshund came out of it's cage and slowly waddled over towards the Russian dog.

The Russian dog snarled and leaped out of it's cage and charged the American dachshund.  But, when it got close enough to bite the Dachshund's neck, the Dachshund opened it's mouth and consumed the Russian dog in one bite.

There was nothing left at all of the Russian dog.

The Russians came up to the Americans shaking their heads in disbelief.  "We don't understand how this could have happened.

We had our best people working for five years with the meanest Doberman and Rottweiler female dogs in the world and the biggest meanest Siberian wolves."

"That's nothing", an American replied.  "We had our best plastic surgeons working for five years to make an alligator look like a Dachshund."

I’ll tell you something else we have forgotten in Texas today, the Battle of San Jacinto. I have been to the memorial on San Jacinto Day and been told by the older men how it used to be when they were young. It is obvious from the stories that Texans no longer remember. 

The battle was fought on April 21, 1836. As the men stormed the army of Santa Anna they called out “Remember Goliad! Remember the Alamo!” The battle lasted less than 20 minutes and Texas won its freedom because those men did not forget. They remembered those who had died and through those deaths had given them the chance to continue the fight.

�8 ¶  Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.


9  And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand.


10  So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.


11  And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.


12  But Moses’ hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.


13  And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.


14  And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.


15  And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi:


16  For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.
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12  But Moses’ hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.
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�The date was January 19. The year: 1888. The place: Toronto, Canada. The old, historic Knox Church was filled to capacity. Excitement was in air. The young man and his new bride were addressing their home church for the last time before being sent to an African mission field known then as “The White Man’s Grave.”





“My wife and I have a strange dread in going.” The young man spoke soberly. “We feel much as if we were going down into a pit. We are willing to take the risk and go if you, our home circle, will promise to hold the ropes.”





This brave young couple instinctively knew that they were engaging in dangerous business. They knew the stakes were high and they couldn’t do it alone. They were asking for help. In the inspiration and anointing of the moment, the people responded heroically. Everyone present promised to pray, to support, to stand with their missionaries as they attempted to advance the borders of God’s Kingdom. They committed themselves to become prayer partners for this young missionary couple. I’m sure they were sincere in their intentions to pray.





Unfortunately, sincerity just doesn’t cut it on the frontlines.





Within two years, his wife and new baby were buried in “The White Man’s Grave” in Africa. When this brave young missionary contacted the same fatal fever and realized he, too, was dying, he decided to return to Canada without informing a single person. As destiny would have it, he arrived at the church precisely at the time of the Wednesday night prayer meeting. No one noticed as he slipped in and sat on the back pew. As the prayer meeting dutifully crawled to its close, he went forward. The people were in complete shock as this emaciated broken shell of a man began to speak.





“I am your missionary. My wife and child are buried in Africa and I have come home to die. This evening I listened anxiously, as you prayed, for some mention of your missionary to see if you were keeping your promise, but in vain! You prayed for everything connected with yourselves and your home church, but you forgot your missionary. I see now why I am a failure as a missionary. It is because you have failed to hold the ropes!”
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