Exodus New Direction New Life 10
Provision of God
Text: Exodus 16
Introduction:

I. Murmering a Need Exodus 16:1-12

A. The Children of Israel complain to Moses

1. They are running low on supplies it has been about 2 months since they left Egypt.

2. They have not yet learned to depend up God but instead try to use force and their own will to get what they need.

3. They miss their fleshpots (stew pots) back in Egypt. 

4. They seem to remember their slavery and its food rather than its chains and sorrow.
5. The LORD in spite of their complaining meets their true need of food by sending bread from heaven in the morning and quails or partridges in the evening. 

6. This is a test, God says, to see if the people will obey Him. 

B. Why do we complain first and believe only afterwards?

1. We have needs as important as those of the Hebrews.

a) Needs in our family

b) Our church

c) Our finances

d) Our future

2. So many times our response to our needs is much the same as the Hebrews.

a) We complain a little about God’s lack of provision.

b) We feel deprived and forgotten even in the midst of serving Him.

c) God in his love and mercy always meets those needs but we seem to receive them with less of what we would call faith and more a kind of expectation of what is due is.

d) What is due us, really?

3. Scripture: Ephesians 2:1 ¶  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 ¶  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
a) What is due is according to God’s word is death.

b) We were dead in our trespasses and sin, children of wrath Paul says.

c) We didn’t deserve any of God’s blessings but God who is rich in mercy because of his great love made us alive.

4. We don’t deserve any of God’s blessings and his outpouring of love and continous meeting of our needs should drive us thankfulness and faithfulness not expectation of what is our due or right.

C. Illustration: New Orleans the city of entitlement

D. Transition: Once God determines to meet the need he then tells us how to use what He has given.

II. Gathering what’s needed Exodus 16:13-21

A. God doesn’t just give the manna but gave rules as well.
1. They are told how to handle God’s blessing of the manna (what is it?)

a) They were to gather it every morning early with the dew.

b) They were to gather an omer for each person and take it home.

c) They were not to gather more than they needed nor try to keep it for later use.

2. Many ignored God’s word through Moses and tried to hoard as much as they could.

a) This was probably their practice back in Egypt.
b) They warning ignored the manna bred worms and stank.

3. So every morning they gathered it and when the sun rose the manna just like the dew evaporated.

B. Rules for enjoying God’s blessings.

1. There are some wonderful principles in this passage which we can apply to all of God’s provision and blessing in our life.

a) First, Go to God early to gather his blessings.

b) Second, Take as much as you need.

c) Third, God’s blessings, like manna, is meant to be poured out daily. 

d) Fourth, Ignoring the principles results in busted blessings.

2. The purpose of the manna was to teach God’s people trust and obedience to him and to test his people so that He could be blessed by their obedience in turn.

a) Those purposes have not changed God still pours his blessing upon us so that we may learn to trust in his provision in our lives and that we might be tested in the way in which we will handle those blessings.

b) With each blessing be it faith, family or finances, God has given rules in order to sustain and continue the blessing. If we ignore the rules. If we think we can take the blessings of God and use them as we see fit, then the blessing is busted. Just like the Children of Israel it breeds worms and stinks.

C. Illustration: God’s blessing of Children turns to a curse
1. Scripture: Psalms 127: 3  Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.4  As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.5  Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.

2. Ephesians 6:4  And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
3. With the blessing of children God sends the rules to handle that blessing ignore the guidelines and your children are driven to wrath.

4. Pastors and their children lost in anger.
III.  Resting as needed Exodus 16:22-31

A. God knew that more than just food was needed.
1. They were to begin the Sabbath day rest.
a) Never practiced in captivity, there were no days off for slaves.
b) Now they were to received two blessing the manna of God and the Sabbath of the Lord.

2. God made provision on that day for the manna not to rot but to remain.

3. Once again, in spite of God’s proving himself to His people, some of God’s people prove themselves unfaithful to him.
B. Are we willing to trust God for more than just what we need?
1. Do you really believe that God knows what is best for us or do we think that believing God for our needs is the same as trusting God with our lives?
a) There is much more than that God wants to give to us than just what we think we need.
b) The Israelites needed rest but they didn’t even know it. All they could see was their empty stew pots but food was only the first thing they really needed.

c) We may think that we just need to bring our list of necessities to God and faith begins and ends with the asking and the waiting for His answer but true faith goes far beyond what we can see. 

d) True faith realizes that God is eternal and that he sees beyond today and tomorrow. True faith realizes that trust is based upon knowing God not just knowing His blessings. True faith learns to rest upon the Lord and finds eternity begins even before we die.

2. Scripture: Hebrews 4:1 ¶  Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 2  For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 3  For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4  For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works. 5  And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. 6  Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: 7  Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 8  For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. 9  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10  For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 11 ¶  Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.
3. Oh how I want to move from simple dependence on God for my needs to true faith in My Lord. I want to move from faith to faith. I want to move from expectation to trust. I want to move into the “rest” of God.
C. Illustration: Dwelling in Beulah Land

�1 ¶  And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt.


2  And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness:


3  And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.


4  Then said the LORD unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no.


5  And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.


6  And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the LORD hath brought you out from the land of Egypt:


7  And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for that he heareth your murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, that ye murmur against us?


8  And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.


9  And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, Come near before the LORD: for he hath heard your murmurings.


10  And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.


11  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,


12  I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God.


�13 ¶  And it came to pass, that at even the quails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the host.


14  And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground.


15  And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.


16  This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for them which are in his tents.


17  And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less.


18  And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating.


19  And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning.


20  Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was wroth with them.


21  And they gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted.


�22 ¶  And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one man: and all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses.


23  And he said unto them, This is that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake to day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning.


24  And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein.


25  And Moses said, Eat that to day; for to day is a sabbath unto the LORD: to day ye shall not find it in the field.


26  Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there shall be none.


27  And it came to pass, that there went out some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none.


28  And the LORD said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws?


29  See, for that the LORD hath given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.


30  So the people rested on the seventh day.


31  And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.


�Far away the noise of strife upon my ear is falling.


Then I know the sins of earth beset on every hand.


Doubt and fear and things of earth in vain to me are calling.


None of these shall move me from Beulah Land.





Refrain





I’m living on the mountain, underneath a cloudless sky.


I’m drinking at the fountain that never shall run dry.


O yes! I’m feasting on the manna from a bountiful supply,


For I am dwelling in Beulah Land.





Far below the storm of doubt upon the world is beating.


Sons of men in battle long the enemy withstand.


Safe am I within the castle of God’s Word retreating.


Nothing then can reach me—’tis Beulah Land.





Refrain





Let the stormy breezes blow, their cry cannot alarm me;


I am safely sheltered here, protected by God’s hand.


Here the sun is always shining, here there’s naught can harm me.


I am safe forever in Beulah Land.





Refrain





Viewing here the works of God, I sink in contemplation.


Hearing now His blessèd voice, I see the way He planned.


Dwelling in the Spirit here I learn of full salvation.


Gladly I will tarry in Beulah Land.
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