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The Priority of God
Text: Exodus 13:1-13
Introduction: The Rock Story
One day an expert in time management was speaking to a group of business students and, to drive home a point, used an illustration those students will never forget.

As he stood in front of the group of high powered overachievers he said, "Okay, time for a quiz."  Then he pulled out a one-gallon, wide-mouth Mason jar and set it on the table in front of him.  He then produced about a dozen fist-sized rocks and carefully placed them, one at a time, into the jar.

When the jar was filled to the top and no more rocks would fit inside, he asked, "Is this jar full?"

Everyone in the class said, "Yes."

The expert said, "Really?"

He reached under the table and pulled out a bucket of gravel.  Then he dumped some gravel in and shook the jar causing pieces of gravel to work themselves down into the space between the big rocks.  He asked the group once more, "Is the jar full?"

By this time the class was on to him.

"Probably not," one of them answered.

"Good!" he replied.  He reached under the table and brought out a bucket of sand.  He started dumping the sand in the jar and it went into all of the spaces left between the rocks and the gravel.

Once more he asked the question, "Is this jar full?"

"No!" the class shouted.  Once again he said, "Good."

Then he grabbed a pitcher of water and began to pour it in until the jar was filled to the brim.  Then he looked at the class and asked, "What is the point of this illustration?"

One eager beaver raised his hand and said, "The point is, no matter how full your schedule is, if you try really hard you can always fit some more things in it!"

"No," the speaker replied, "that's not the point.  The truth this illustration teaches us is: If you don't put the big rocks in first, you'll never get them in at all."
I. Law of Firstborn Exodus 13:1-2

A. God claims the firstborn male of Israel
1. God begins as He often does with a declaration of His will 
a) He simply says, “The firstborn are mine.”

b) He tells them to sanctify them, set them apart to Him.

2. God makes his claim upon the most important thing that belonged to the Hebrews, their firstborn children and livestock.

B. God’s claims in our life are often the same.

1. God simply declares it, by fiat he makes his demands simply because he is God.

a) Mark 12:30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
b) Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
c) James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

d) James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

e) 1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

2. I imagine that the Israelites felt the same as we do when we hear these demands of God and we have the same choices in our response to them.
a) They can ignore them

b) They can fight them

c) Or they can obey them.

3. I think that the perhaps one of the great reasons behind our response is the realization that we are not just decided for or against the commandments but for or against God himself. What are we saying to Him?

C. Illustration: Napolean’s Understanding
1. God rules in the affairs of men.  Napoleon, at the height of his career, is reported to have given this cynical answer to someone who asked if God was on the side of France: "God is on the side that has the heaviest artillery."

2. Then came the Battle of Waterloo, where Napoleon lost both the battle and his empire.  Years later, in exile on the island of St. Helena, chastened and humbled, Napoleon is reported to have quoted the words of Thomas à Kempis: "Man proposes, God disposes."

II. Law of Unleavened Bread 13:3-10

A. God claims the past

1. God in his love for the Hebrews tells them why he makes his claim.

a) He does not have to do this because he is God but his love for us almost always give the reason why.

b) Why did God claim the firstborn of Israel?

2. God reminds them of what He has done in the past.

a) He brought them out of bondage in the month of Abib. (greening of the crops)

b) He tells them to remember these things by the feast of unleavened bread.

c) No leavening in the house for six days and then on the seventh there would be a feast of unleavened bread.

3. This memorial was to commemorate what God had don in freeing the Hebrews from the bondage of Egypt.

4. By this God showed his claims to their past and through that claim to their present in the dedication of the firstborn to Him.

a) They were his because by His great power He had freed their parents and grandparents. They were his because they owed him their very life.

B. God also claims our past.

1. Scripture: Romans 12:1

2. Why is it reasonable, because God has purchased us from the slavery of sin by the blood of His own son.

a) Scripture: 1 Peter 1:18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 2  That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
3. He has brought us out by his own strong hand at even greater price than hat paid for the Hebrews. 

4. He can lay claim to our present because of what he has done for us in the past.

C. Illustration: 
III.  Law of Redemption Exodus 13:11-16

A. God claims the future
1. The Hebrews were to come into the promised land and there begin to set aside the firstlings of all the males. They belonged to God.

2. Yet God did not want them sacrificed to Him, no not at all. God called for them to be redeemed. They were to be bought back by their parents.

3. The purpose of the dedication and redemption of the firstborn is given in vs. 14

a) 14 And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, from the house of bondage:
b) When the child would see his parents redeeming the animals, when he would ask about his own redemption, his parents would tell him the story of God’s redemption of the Hebrews from the hand of Pharaoh.

(1) 15 when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the firstborn of my children I redeem.

c) God not only claimed the firstborn. He not only claimed the past but through these memorials, feasts and rites he also claimed the future.

d) A future with His people who would understand that God take first priority in all areas of our life.

B. Does God claim our future?

1. Are we aware that simply because He is God we have no right to refuse His taken first place in our life.

2. Then we should be amazed that in his love for us he paid the awful price to deliver us from sin and that we should then gladly yield to God who is both great and loving.
3. Are we willing to give to him the first priority of our life, our time, and our family? If there is to be a future for our families and God it will only be when we also honor him and give him first place in all.

C. Illustration: Two Coaches

1. In recent years head coach, Jimmy Johnson, divorced his wife of 26 years when he left coaching a college team to become head coach of the Dallas Cowboys in the National Football League.  He said he needed a wife while coaching on the college level for social functions and to show families that he would be looking out for their sons.  In professional football, however, she was an unnecessary accouterment and a distraction to winning.  He said winning football was his number one priority and his two sons second.  How tragic! 

2.  In contrast to this, Tom Landry, former coach of the Dallas cowboys said, "The thrill of knowing Jesus is the greatest thing that ever happened to me ... I think God has put me in a very special place, and He expects me to use it to His glory in everything I do ... whether coaching football or talking to the press, I'm always a Christian ... Christ is first, family second and football third."
IV. Conclusion

V. Other Illustrations

In a two-day period in New York City recently, a homeless man, a train maintenance worker, and a dog were killed on the subway tracks. Ninety people telephoned the Transit Authority to express concern about the dog, but only three called about the worker and no one about the homeless man. - Austin Chronicle, p.9 May 24, 1991

    Soon after Angi and David's sixth anniversary, the couple's home burned to the ground.  Angi's first act, when they were allowed to hunt through the blackened remains, was to search for their photo albums. 

     When she went to tell David that the pictures had indeed survived, she found him carefully placing in a box some charred, folded pieces of paper -- their courtship love letters." 

     As I watched David kneeling there in the ashes," she says, "I was overcome with the certainty that we were meant for each other. There, in the face of our greatest tragedy, our first thoughts were not of our material loss but of the potential loss of these precious parts of our life together. 

     As I knelt to help him with the letters, I was certain that we hadn't lost anything that mattered after all."  - Reader's Digest, August, 1982

In May All Who Come Behind Us Find Us Faithful, Robert Russell tells this story:

"In Kentucky, there is a huge rivalry in college basketball between the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky. The story is told that at one of the recent 'Dream Games' between the two schools, an elderly woman was sitting alone with an empty seat next to her. Someone approached her and said, 'Ma'am, I have rarely seen an empty seat in Rupp Arena, let alone at the Dream Game. Whose seat is this?'

"The woman responded that she and her late husband had been season ticket holders for twenty-eight years, and the seat had belonged to him. 'Well, couldn't you find a friend or relative to come to the game with you?' the observer asked.

" 'Are you kidding?' she replied. 'They're all at my husband's funeral.' "

There once was a rich man who was near death.  He was very grieved because he had worked so hard for his money and he wanted to be able to take it with him to heaven.  So he began to pray that he might be able to take some of his wealth with him.


An angel hears his plea and appears to him.  "Sorry, but you can't take your wealth with you."  The man implores the angel to speak to God to see if He might bend the rules.


The man continues to pray that his wealth could follow him.  The angel reappears and informs the man that God has decided to allow him to take one suitcase with him.  Overjoyed, the man gathers his largest suitcase and fills it with pure gold bars and places it beside his bed.


Soon afterward the man dies and shows up at the Gates of Heaven to greet St.

Peter.  St.  Peter seeing the suitcase says, "Hold on, you can't bring that in here!"


But the man explains to St.  Peter that he has permission and asks him to verify his story with the Lord.  Sure enough, St.  Peter checks and comes back saying, "You're right.  You are allowed one carry-on bag, but I'm supposed to check its contents before letting it through."


St.  Peter opens the suitcase to inspect the worldly items that the man found too precious to leave behind and exclaims, "You brought pavement?!!!"

The Rock Story

Author unknown

One day an expert in time management was speaking to a group of business students and, to drive home a point, used an illustration those students will never forget.

As he stood in front of the group of high powered overachievers he said, "Okay, time for a quiz."  Then he pulled out a one-gallon, wide-mouth Mason jar and set it on the table in front of him.  He then produced about a dozen fist-sized rocks and carefully placed them, one at a time, into the jar.

When the jar was filled to the top and no more rocks would fit inside, he asked, "Is this jar full?"

Everyone in the class said, "Yes."

The expert said, "Really?"

He reached under the table and pulled out a bucket of gravel.  Then he dumped some gravel in and shook the jar causing pieces of gravel to work themselves down into the space between the big rocks.  He asked the group once more, "Is the jar full?"

By this time the class was on to him.

"Probably not,"  one of them answered.

"Good!" he replied.  He reached under the table and brought out a bucket of sand.  He started dumping the sand in the jar and it went into all of the spaces left between the rocks and the gravel.

Once more he asked the question, "Is this jar full?"

"No!" the class shouted.  Once again he said, "Good."

Then he grabbed a pitcher of water and began to pour it in until the jar was filled to the brim.  Then he looked at the class and asked, "What is the point of this illustration?"

One eager beaver raised his hand and said, "The point is, no matter how full your schedule is, if you try really hard you can always fit some more things in it!"

"No," the speaker replied, "that's not the point.  The truth this illustration teaches us is: If you don't put the big rocks in first, you'll never get them in at all."
�1 ¶  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,


2  Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.


�3  And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place: there shall no leavened bread be eaten.


4  This day came ye out in the month Abib.


5  And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service in this month.


6  Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the LORD.


7  Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with thee in all thy quarters.


8  And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of that which the LORD did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt.


9  And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the LORD’S law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt.


10  Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year.


�1 ¶  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.


2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.





�11 ¶  And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee,


12  That thou shalt set apart unto the LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the LORD’S.


13  And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem.


14  And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, from the house of bondage:


15  And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast: therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the matrix, being males; but all the firstborn of my children I redeem.


16  And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eyes: for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt.
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