
Exodus New Direction New Life
Text: Exodus 5-12
Introduction:


Joke- Good versus Evil
And God populated the earth with broccoli and cauliflower and spinach and green and yellow vegetables of all kinds, so Man and Woman would live long and healthy lives.  So Satan created McDonald's.  And McDonald's brought forth the 99 cent double cheeseburger.  And Satan said to Man, "You want fries with that?"

And Man said, "Super size them." And Man gained pounds.  And God created the healthful yogurt, that Woman might keep her figure that man found so fair.  So Satan froze the yogurt, and he brought forth chocolate, nuts and rightly colored sprinkle candy to put on the yogurt.  And Woman gained pounds.

And God said, "Try my crispy fresh salad." So Satan brought forth creamy dressings, bacon bits, and shredded cheese.  And there was ice cream for dessert.  And Woman gained pounds.

And God said, "I have sent you heart-healthy vegetables and olive oil with which to cook them." So Satan brought forth chicken fried steak so big it needed its own platter.  And Man gained pounds, and his bad cholesterol went through the roof.

And God brought forth running shoes, and Man resolved to lose those extra pounds.  So Satan brought forth cable TV with remote control so Man would not have to toil to change channels between ESPN and ESPN2.  And Man gained pounds.

And God said, "You're running up the score, Devil." and brought forth the potato, a vegetable naturally low in fat and brimming with nutrition..  And Satan peeled off the healthful skin and sliced the starchy center into chips and deep fat fried them.  And he created sour cream dip also.

And Man clutched his remote control and ate the potato chips swaddled in cholesterol.  And Satan saw and said, "It is good." And Man went into cardiac arrest.  So God sighed and created quadruple bypass surgery.

And Satan created HMOs.

I. Battle of Bondage Exodus 5:1-8

A. Pharaoh Uses Labor to Keep the Hebrews Slaves
1. In response to Moses asking for time for the Hebrews to go apart and worship God he increases the workload.
2. Claiming they are idle and have too much time he seeks to take away their time to seek their God. 
B. Satan Uses Labor to Keep Us Slaves

1. Our world has grown increasingly busy. There are more things to take up your time and resources than ever before.

2. We will our lives with work and study from the time we are 5 until we die.

3. And where our ancestors worked 12 or 13 hours a day and still had time to read their Bible, pray at every meal and pray before they went to sleep, we don’t seem to have a minute to devote to God.

a) Our time is filled with recreation, relaxation and diversion. We fill our hours with television, music, games and forget to take even a few moments with God.

b) A new JupiterResearch report, based on a survey of just under 3,000 internet users, found that online users are now spending about 14 hours a week, on average - the same amount of time that they spend watching TV - surfing the internet, Media Life reports (via MediaBuyerPlanner). Those same internet users spend about one hour reading magazines, two hours reading newspapers and five hours listening to the radio. - http://www.marketingvox.com/archives/2006/02/02/time_spent_online_catches_up_with_time_spent_watching_tv/
c) Pharaoh filled the Hebrews day with hard labor to keep them from God and the gods of this world, entertainment, recreation, and diversion have filled our hours and accomplished the same thing. 

C. Illustration: Parable of the Rich Fool Luke 12:16

1. Thou fool this night shall thy soul be required of thee. Then whose shall those things be, thich though hast provided. So is he that layeth up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God!
II. Battle of Belief Exodus 6-11 Key Verse 6:1-7

A. Moses battle the Gods of Egypt through the Miracles of God

1. Each plague was a battle against the gods of Egypt.

a) Water to Blood

(1)  7:19 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood, and in vessels of stone.

(2)  Khnum was the guardian of the Nile River, he was usually represented as a human being with a ram’s head. - 

(3)  Hapi was the "spirit of the Nile" and its "dynamic essence." Hapi was the god of the annual Nile inundation. Epithets for Hapi describe him as being the "lord of the fishes and birds and marshes."

(4)  One of the greatest gods of Egypt was Osiris, the god of the underworld; the Egyptians believed the Nile was his bloodstream.

(5) During this first plague, the Egyptians would have to wonder where was Tauret, the hippopotamus goddess of the river. Where was Nu, the god of life in the Nile?

(6) Reference from David Padfield on website http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_1.html
b) Frogs

(1)   8:2 And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: 8:3 And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs: 8:4 And the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants.

(2)  The frog was considered the theophany of the goddess Heqt, the wife of the creator of the world and the goddess of birth. Heqt was always shown with the head and body of a frog. Amulets and scarabs worn by Egyptian women to protect them during childbirth would often bear the image of Heqt for protection. Heqt was believed to assist women in childbirth 

(3) Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_1.html
c) Lice (Gnats, Fleas, Sand Fleas)
(1)  8:16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt.

(2)  The word "lice" is rendered as "sand flies" or "fleas" in some translations. The Hebrew word kinnim comes from a root word meaning "to dig"; it is probable that the insect in question would dig under the skin.

(3) This plague would have been an embarrassment to Geb, the great god of the earth. Egyptians gave offerings to Geb for the bounty of the soil -- yet it was from "the dust of the soil" that this plague originated.

(4) Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_1.html
d) Flies (Beetles)
(1)  8:21 Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon they are.

(2)  It is important to note that Moses did not use the phrase "of flies" in this passage -- he simply used the word "swarms" -- the phrase "of flies" was added by the translators, and it is very possible the translators did not help with our understanding of this passage.

(3) It is very likely that the "swarms" in this passage were swarms of the scarab beetle. The scarab was actually a dung beetle -- an insect that feeds on the dung in the fields. The plague of swarms of scarabs, with mandibles that could saw through wood, was destructive and worse than termites!

(4) Deification of the scarab beetle is still seen in Egypt today. Amon-Ra, the creator and king of the gods, had the head of a beetle. "Ra, the Sole Creator was visible to the people of Egypt as the disc of the sun, but they knew him in many other forms. He could appear as a crowned man, a falcon or a man with a falcon's head and, as the scarab beetle pushes a round ball of dung in front of it, the Egyptians pictured Ra as a scarab pushing the sun across the sky." (Geraldine Harris, Gods & Pharaohs from Egyptian Mythology, p. 24).

(5) Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_2.html
e) Livestock Diseased

(1)  9:3 Behold, the hand of the LORD is upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: there shall be a very grievous murrain.

(2)  The Egyptians worshiped many animals, and many animal-headed deities. The god Apis was represented as a bull, and had been worshipped in Egypt since around 3,000 B.C. The Apis bull was the living image of the god Ptah. He was also associated with Re, from whom he borrowed the disk he wore between his horns.

(3) Hathor was the cow-headed goddess of the desert. "The cow was the living symbol of Isis-Hathor, represented sometimes as a cow, at others as a woman with a cow's head, at others as a horned woman." (How and Wells, Commentary on Herodotus, p. 185).

(4) The goddess Hathor was the symbolic mother of Pharaoh, and the king of Egypt was referred to as "the son of Hathor." In addition to the gods already mentioned, this plague would have been a direct insult to Khnum, the ram-god, and to Bast, the cat goddess of love.

(5) Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_2.html
f) Boils

(1)    9:8 And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 9:9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt.

(2) This plague was probably skin anthrax, a black abscess that develops into a pustule. This plague was accompanied by painful boils that affected the knees, legs, and soles of the feet (cf. Deut. 28:35). This explains why Pharaoh's "magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians" (Exo. 9:11).
(3) This medical malady was also an affront to Imhotep, the god of medicine -- this alone must have led to great despair in the land. "The first real person in known history is not a conqueror or a king but an artist and a scientist -- Imhotep, physician, architect and chief adviser of King Zoser (ca. 3150 B.C.). He did so much for Egyptian medicine that later generations worshiped him as a god of knowledge, author of their sciences and their arts; and at the same time he appears to have founded the school of architecture which provided the next dynasty with the first great builders in history." (Will Durant, The Story of Civilization, Volume One, p. 147). 
(4)  This plague would have also been an affront to Serapis, the deity in charge of healing, and to Thoth, the ibis-headed god of intelligence and medical learning.

(5) Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_3.html
g) Thunder and Hail

(1)  9:18 Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now.

(2) Since this plague originated from the sky, it would have been an insult to Nut, the sky goddess. "Her most general appearance, however, is that of a woman resting on hands and feet, her body forming an arch, thus representing the sky. Her limbs typified the four pillars on which the sky was supposed to rest. She was supposed originally to be reclining on Geb, the earth, when Shu raised her from this position." (Lewis Spence, Ancient Egyptian Myths and Legends, p. 173).

(3) Nut was also considered by the Egyptians to be the mother of five other gods: Osiris, Hathor, Set, Isis, and Nephthys.

(4) During this plague, you have to wonder: Where was Shu, the wind god? Where was Horus, the hawk-headed sky god of Upper Egypt?

(5) Isis and Seth supposedly protected the crops, but the burned fields testified of their impotence.

(6) Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_3.html
h) Locusts

(1)  10:4 Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to morrow will I bring the locusts into thy coast: 10:5 And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one cannot be able to see the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of the field

(2) Where were Nepri, the god of grain, Ermutet, the goddess of childbirth and crops, Thermuthis, the goddess of fertility and the harvest was speechless or Seth, another god of crops?

(3) Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_3.html
i)   Darkness

(1)  10:21 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt. 10:22 And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days

(2) This plague of darkness was an insult to Egypt's religion and entire culture. The sun god Amon-Ra was considered one of the greatest blessings in all of the land of Egypt.

(3) Amon and Ra were originally two separate deities. Ra was a sun god whose cult was centered at the city of Heliopolis, and is usually represented in art with a man's body and a falcon's head surmounted by a solar disk. Ra was believed to sail across the sky in a boat each day and under the world at night.

(4) In Egyptian mythology Horus was the god of light who personified the life-giving power of the Sun. He was usually represented as a falcon-headed man wearing a sun disk as a crown. The reigning kings of Egypt were believed to be incarnations of the god Horus.

(5) Once again, the gods of Egypt were silent. Where was Ptah, the chief god of Memphis, and the one who created the moon, the sun and the earth? Where are Atum, the sun god and creator who was worshiped at Heliopolis, the major center of sun worship? Where was Tem, the god of the sunset? Where was Shu, the god of sunlight and air?

(6)  Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_3.html
j)   Death of the Firstborn

(1)  11:4 And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt: 11:5 And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the first born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts.

(2) This plague was directed against "all of the gods of Egypt" (Exo. 12:12) and would show the total inability of the gods of Egypt to protect their subjects. In the face of unparalleled tragedy, "all of the gods of Egypt" were silent. Where was Meskhenet, the goddess who presided at the birth of children? Where was Hathor, one of the seven deities who attended the birth of children? Where was Min, the god of procreation? Where was Isis, the goddess of fertility? Where was Selket, the guardian of life? Where was Renenutet, the cobra-goddess and guardian of Pharaoh?

(3)  Taken from http://www.padfield.com/2002/egypt_3.html
k) Timeline and Summary

(1)  John Davis gave the most concise overview of the plagues: "June: the Nile becomes stagnant and red with microscopic organisms. July: Frogs abound after the inundation of the Nile. Hot summer and damp autumn months: Lice, flies, murrain and boils. January: Hail and rain. (This date fixed by the effect on the crops mentioned). February: Appearance of locusts in early spring, over the green crops. March: Darkness from great sandstorms. April: Death of the firstborn, dated by the Passover celebration" (Davis, p. 93).
B. The Church battles the God of this World though the Gospel
1. In this day and age God is still battling the gods of this world.

a) It is not with plagues and wonders as it was in Moses time but with a  much more powerful weopon, the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
b) Though the plague seem powerful they were designed not to win the heart of the Egyptians but to show God’s power of the gods of the Egyptians. They accomplished that which God willed for them.

c) The Gospel has a different design it is to win the battle over the Gods not by showing them as ineffective and weak but by winning the hearts of those who believe in them.
2. Paul says in Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
3. As Moses was given the Rod we have been given the Gospel. 

a) Let us go forth as Moses into the very heart of darkness armed with the weapon of love, this weapon of truth, this weapon of power.

b) We need to tell people the story of Jesus Christ. For that is the rod God has placed in our hands to raise over the gods of this world and bring people to the one true God.
C. Illustration: The Last Sin Eater
1. A watched the movie the Last Sin Eater, there is a scene where the wandering preacher has a chance to run away before he is beaten to death by an angry man who does not want a stranger in his valley. After the preacher is beaten and kicked to death the man asks him “Where is your God now?”

2. As he lays dying he calls for a Cardi the little girl who watched from the bushes while he was beaten and he tells here to take his Bible and to tell others about the only one who can really take away sin. Through that Bible and the Gospel she carries the entire mountain comes to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. There was God and there was his power and there it still is today.
III. Battle of Blood Exodus 12:3-7

A. God battles the blood of Egypt with the Blood of the Lamb

1. God Sheds Egypt’s firstborn blood and shows deliverance though the blood of the Lamb
2. Pharaoh was a god to the Egyptian people they believed he was born of Amon-Ra and Hathor and yet God walked into his house into his very bed chamber and slew his firstborn child.

3. There was no power in Pharaoh to compare to Jehovah, there was no power in Pharaoh son who died because his father would not humble himself before the true God.

4. That night God delivered his people from judgment and from captivity by the blood of a shed lamb. 

5. There was power in that blood by the will of God. Power to save and power to deliver those who believed the word of God through Moses and Aaron.

B. God still fights the battle of blood today.

1. It seems so cruel to us that God would slay the innocent in order to show his power, but the reality is that no child ever had to die.

a) Remember that this plague by far the worst of all the plagues is also the last. God has shown his power in every home, palace and temple of Egypt. None have escaped the plagues upon their land, upon their person and upon their cattle. God has in no uncertain term declared unto all who would heard, “I am God.”

b) Yet the Egyptians do not listen when they are told your children will die. Have you ever seen a stronger example of miracles not producing faith? The people go to bed that night after a year of the most undeniable signs and wonders and they hold the life of their children in their hands as proof of their stubborn hearts and unbending wills.

c) As well to blame God as to blame the police officer who comes and warns you to leave because a hurricane is coming and will destroy you and your family. God warned them but they would not believe and they suffered a terrible price for their unwillingness to listen to God.

2. The innocent are still dying today. 
a) Our news if filled with babies who are aborted, with children who are gunned down in drive-by shootings, with teens who commit suicide or take drugs until slow death takes them. 

b) The innocent are dying while their parents who have heard the Gospel are sitting at home and ignoring the warnings of the coming death angel. I wish we could still blame parents but the reality is that there are few parents there are just two selfish, willfully ignorant people living in sin. I pray to God there would be some parents. 
c) The death angel approaches and unlike the Egyptians we don’t know the time or night when he will pass over our house, but he is coming. He may not come when your children are young and pliable. He may come when they are teenagers and rebellious. He man not even come when they are still living at home but he will come.

d) How can we protect them? In the same way that the Hebrew parents protected their little ones on that first Passover night, they sprinkled the blood of the lamb on the doorposts and lintels of their home. For God said, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.”

C. Illustration: Imagine the Terror of that nigh
1. Can you imagine the terror of that night?

2. I remember watching the movie “The Ten Commandments” and this scene especially struck my mind and heart.

3. In the middle of the night you see the homes where the people live, you see the lamps lit and their doors closed against the night and against the terror that waits there. As you watch a mist forms in the sky around the full moon and slowly drops into the streets of the towns and villages of Egypt. The mist moves through the streets and enters into the homes that have no blood upon the door. In the homes of the Hebrews you hear the voices of their Egyptian neighbors screaming in anguish and they discover their first born child has been slain and they listen as the death angel  passes over them. 
4. It is a dramatic, horrifying scene but is it any less horrifying looking around us at the children who are living in house without the blood of Christ today. Is it any less heartbreaking to hear of a child dying from abuse, a child suffering molestation, a child taking an overdose? Is it less a tragedy now than then?  I believe it is a worse tragedy for the Egyptians had but a year to come to know the one true God and we as Americans have had centuries. We as parents have had lifetimes and yet the death angel still takes the innocent because we will not live under the blood of Christ.
IV. Other Illustrations

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) of the U.S. Department of Labor

reported today that in 2005:

       --Employed persons worked 7.5 hours on average on the days that they

         worked.  They also worked longer hours on weekdays than on weekend

         days--7.9 versus 5.5 hours.

       --On weekend days that they worked, employed individuals (ages 25

         and over) with a bachelor's degree or higher worked about half as

         many hours as those with less than a high school diploma--3.7 ver-

         sus 7.1 hours.

       --On the days they worked, employed men worked about an hour more

         than employed women--7.9 versus 7.1 hours.

       --Married persons spent more time doing household activities than

         unmarried persons--2.1 versus 1.4 hours per day--and women, regardless

         of marital status, spent more time doing these activities than men.

       --Watching TV was the leisure activity that occupied the most time

         (2.6 hours per day), accounting for about half of leisure time on

         average, for both men and women.  By contrast, the next most common

         leisure activity, socializing--such as visiting with friends or

         attending or hosting social events--accounted for only about three-

         quarters of an hour per day for both men and women.  

�1 ¶  Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land.


2  And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD:


3  And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.


4  And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers.


5  And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant.


6  Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments:


7  And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.


8  And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.


�16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:


17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?


18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.


19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.


20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?


21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.


�1 ¶  Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land.


2  And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD:


3  And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.


4  And I have also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers.


5  And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant.


6  Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments:


7  And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.


�3  Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:


4  And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb.


5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:


6  And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.


7  And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.
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