
Exodus: New Direction, New Life
Called To Purpose
Text: Exodus 3:1-15

Introduction: 

4 parts pssvr, red sea, sinia, tabernacle.


Joke: I think I hear you calling me to the ministry.


What is the call of God? What does it truly involve and how can we recognize it. I think the call of Moses back to Egypt gives us many guidelines. 

I. Fire of Separation Ex. 3:1-3
A. Moses leaves the sheep to see the burning bush.

1. Moses is now 80 years old.

a) He has settled into another life away from his first 40 years as a prince in Egypt.

b) It would seem almost impossible to be used of God now after all that has transpired.

c) He waited 40 years to try and lead God’s people and then failed entirely. Now he is a humble shepherd, not a prince. He leads a flock instead of a nation. He protects his own children rather than the Hebrew children.

2. Yet one day he sees a bright fire burning and that fire will separate him from his world forever.

a) The fire must have been bright to be able to see it in the sunshine of the desert.

b) It probably was a distance because the wording in these verses leads us to understand he turned aside, away from his normal path, away from familiar surroundings to travel to where the bush was afire. 
B. When God Calls we must leave where we are to go to where He is.

1. The call of God always calls us away from our selves, our interests and our world.

a) The call of God does not occur when we think it should, just as Moses our timing is not God’s timing.

b) The call of God cannot be ignored, like the burning bush is it bright and burning and demands our attention. 

c) The call of God moves us away from our world, our plans, our future and into God’s will.

2. Scripture:

a) John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.
b) 1 Corinthians 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence.

3. Quotes: 

a) After sanctification, it is difficult to state what your aim in life is because God has taken you up into his purposes.  -Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) 

b) Are we prepared for what sanctification will do? It will cost an intense narrowing of all our interests on earth and an immense broadening of our interest in God. - Oswald Chambers (1874-1917)

c) Die before you die. There is no chance after. - C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)

d) To be another than I am, I must abandon that I am.  John Chrysostom (C. 347-407)
C. Illustration: 
Fire of Service Ex. 3:5-10
D. God tells Moses the first purpose of his calling, to deliver God’s people.

1. Moses was to return and do what he thought he was supposed to do 40 years ago.

a) The purpose hadn’t changed but the preparation had.

b) Moses wasn’t fully God’s man 40 years ago and it had taken 40 years of humbling the wilderness of Midian to make him so.

c) Scripture: Acts 7:22- 25

2. He thought God was ready to use him 40 years ago after he had been prepared in Pharaoh’s courts but it was 40 more years before God had fully prepared him.

a) When the court of the wilderness was finished then was Moses ready, not in his own eyes but in the eyes of God.

b) Now he could fulfill the first purpose in God’s calling, to deliver those bound in the chains of slavery.
E. The purpose of God’s calling remains the same.

1. We also are called to God first purpose; we are to deliver those bound in the chains of sin by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
a) Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20

2. We will not be effective in this great calling unless we also are prepared by God to be His man and not our own.

a) Letting God use us His way and in His time took Moses 40 years, how long will it take us?

b) And if God does not call us to the level of leadership of a Moses will we still be faithful and humble in our service to Him?
F. God Told Me to be a kid.

1. Bill Cashman told several years ago of preaching a revival in another church.  While there, a young boy took a special interest in Cashman, sitting beside him every evening.  If Cashman was on the platform, that's where the little boy sat; if on a pew, the little boy sat with him on the pew.  Cashman said that the little boy was not a bother, that he just wanted to sit with him.  Later, Cashman found out that the boy's parents did not attend church. 

2. "One evening I was sitting on the first pew," wrote Cashman.  "He came and snuggled up real close.  He looked up and asked me, 'Why are you a preacher?' "I replied to him, 'Because that is what God told me He wanted me to be.' He paused a moment and then stated, 'God told me just to be a kid.' "
 Fire of Strength Ex. 3:11-15
G. God overcomes Moses weakness in his second purpose, to glorify God.

1. God answers Moses question, “Who Am I?” with “I Am that I Am!”

2. It was no longer Moses that was in question but God who was the answer to all the questions.

3. God then give Moses the second purpose in his calling and I believe that same purpose is still true today.

a) In telling Moses that he is not just the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob but “Jehovah” God passes on the 2nd purpose that Moses would be used to bring remembrance to God. 

b) In telling the personal name of God, it would bring people to remember God for all generations. Like a memorial erected to stand for eternity, the name of God would bring others to God just as the burning bush brought Moses.
H. The highest calling of all is to bring honor and glory to the name of God.
1. The great purpose of our calling today is also to bring a remembrance to who God is.

a) It is to bring honor and glory to God through our own calling.

b) As Moses would show not his own strength but the strength of God, we in our weakness will show the greatness of God.

2. Scripture:

a) Ephesians 1:11-14

I. Illustration:
II. Conclusion

A. Have you seen the fire of God’s calling in your life?

1. Have you experienced the fire of separation?

2. Have you felt the fire of service?

3. Have you yielded to the fire of God’s strength?
III. Other Illustrations

There are many reasons why God would not want you, but don't worry. You're in good company!

- Moses stuttered.

-- David's armor didn't fit.

--- John Mark was rejected by Paul.

---- Hosea's wife was a prostitute.

----- Amos' only training was in the school of fig-tree pruning.

------ Jacob was a liar.

------- David had an affair.

-------- Solomon was too rich.

--------- Abraham was too old.

---------- David was too young.

----------- Timothy had ulcers.

------------ Peter was afraid of death.

------------- Lazarus was dead.

-------------- John was self-righteous.

--------------- Jesus was too poor.

-------------- Naomi was a widow.

------------- Paul was a murderer. So was Moses.

------------ Jonah ran from God.

----------- Miriam was a gossip.

---------- Gideon and Thomas both doubted.

--------- Jeremiah was depressed and suicidal.

-------- Elijah was burned out.

------- John the Baptist was a loudmouth.

------ Martha was a worrywart.

----- Mary was lazy.

---- Samson had long hair.

--- Noah got drunk.

-- Did I mention that Moses had a short fuse?

- So did Peter, Paul--well, lots of folks did.

--Source Unknown.

   The late Francis Schaeffer once wrote and told me of meeting believers in various walks of life whose Christian faith was making absolutely no difference in their vocations. He concluded, "We talk a lot about the need of having true Christians getting into the media, the chaplaincy, etc. -- but there is no use for our people getting into the media or the chaplaincy or anything else unless they are willing for confrontation when necessary, even when it is costly to their careers

   -- Charles Colson, Faith on the Line, Victor Press, 1994, p. 48-49

.
�1 ¶  Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.


2  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.


3  And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.


4  And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.


5  And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.


6  Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.


7 ¶  And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;


8  And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.


9  Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.


10  Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.


11 ¶  And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?


12  And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.


13  And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?


14  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.


15  And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations


�Acts 7:22  And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds.


23  And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.


24  And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian:


25  For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not.


�Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.


19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:


20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.


�Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:


12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.


13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,


14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
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