
Exodus: New Direction, New Life
Stranger in a Strange Land
Text: Exodus 2:11-22
Introduction:

Joke: Bill Gates Chooses


Bill Gates Bill Gates died in a car accident.  He found himself in Purgatory being sized up by God...

"Well, Bill, I'm really confused on this call.  I'm not sure whether to send you to Heaven or Hell.  After all, you enormously helped society by putting a computer in almost every home in the world and, yet, you created that ghastly Windows 95.  I'm going to do something I've never done before.

In your case, I'm going to let you decide where you want to go!"


Bill replied, "Well, thanks, God.  What's the difference between the two?"

God said, "I'm willing to let you visit both places briefly if it will help you make a decision."

"Fine, but where should I go first?"

God said, "I'm going to leave that up to you."

Bill said, "OK, then, let's try Hell first."

So Bill went to Hell.  It was a beautiful, clean, sandy beach with clear waters.  There were thousands of beautiful women running around, playing in the water, laughing and frolicking about.  The sun was shining and the temperature was perfect.  Bill was very pleased.

"This is great!" he told God, "If this is Hell, I REALLY want to see Heaven!"

"Fine," said God and off they went.

Heaven was a high place in the clouds, with angels drifting about playing harps and singing.  It was nice but not as enticing as Hell.

Bill thought for a quick minute and rendered his decision.

"Hmm, I think I prefer Hell" he told God.

"Fine," retorted God, "as you desire."

So Bill Gates went to Hell.  Two weeks later, God decided to check up on the late billionaire to see how he was doing in Hell.

When God arrived in Hell, he found Bill shackled to a wall, screaming amongst the hot flames in a dark cave.  He was being burned and tortured by demons.

"How's everything going, Bill?" God asked.

Bill responded - his voice full of anguish and disappointment, "This is awful, this is not what I expected.  I can't believe this happened.  What happened to that other place with the beaches and the beautiful women playing in the water?"

God says, "That was the screen saver".


Key Verse: Exodus 2:22  And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.

Moses finds no home in every land that he lives in because God called him to be a stranger in a strange land.

I. Stranger in Pharaoh’s Palace Exodus 2:1-10

A. Moses raised by the Princess yet does not belong in the Palace

1. Moses saved by his parents by placing him in the river is rescued by the princess.

2. Raised in the Egyptian courts as a prince of Egypt, but nursed and taught by his Mother.

3. He knew that the Pharaoh’s palace was not his home.

a) Despite being adapted into the luxury, the ease, and the privilege, Moses knew he was a stranger in the palace.
B. Though adapted by this world Christians are still strangers.

1. I see a parallel in Moses in the palace and us as Christians in this world.
2. Both have been adapted both have been accepted, both have access to what their adapted homes have to offer but both are truly strangers and must never feel completely at home.

3. Scripture:
a) Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
b) Ephesians 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
4. It would have been easier for Moses to remain a prince of Egypt but he knew he was a Hebrew, a wanderer, looking for God’s place not and it was not the palace of Egpyt.

5. Many times as Christians I fear we loose sight of the place we are destined for. We forget that we are here for only a short time and that our real home is not of this world.
C. Illustration: (Song) This world is not my home 

1. A song my grandmother used to tell me her father’s used to sing when he was approaching death. When she passed away, I played it on my harmonica at her funeral.

2. This world is not my Home

3. I pray we remember it all our lives and not just before our deaths.
II. Stranger In Goshon Exodus 2:11-15

A. Moses tries to assume his place with the Jews and is rejected

1. Moses moves to protect his true people from this adopted ones.

a) Scripture: Heb 11: 24  By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; 25  Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.
2. He makes the choice of rejected his false people for his true family.

3. Yet even in making this choice he still does not find his true home.

a) His own people rejected him, refused to listen to him and he had to flee his adopted place and his adapted people.
B. The reality of God’s own people
1. Wow can you imagine anything more painful?

a) After having made the choice to stand for God’s people to be rejected by God’s people?

b) Is this an exception or is it more commonplace than we like to imagine?

c) Are God’s people hurtful to one another? Are they hurtful to God’s leaders?

2. You know the answer don’t you. They were then and they are now.

a) Joke: Where You Calling From

b) God’s people are not infallible, they are not sinless. They still leave in a sinful world and are subject to sin’s influence.

c) This doesn’t excuse the sin but it does make us understand why.

3. You see the next lesson I must learn about being a stranger in a stranger land is that not only is this world not my home but even God’s people will fail me.

a) I can’t begin to trust people instead of learning to trust more in God.

b) People will fail you, family will fail you, not because they don’t love you, or aren’t saved but because they are people with all the weaknesses and failings of people.

c) Moses learned and we must learn that our only sure place of absolute trust and faith is in Jesus Christ. When I truly learn this then the disappointment of others will not drive me further from him but indeed will drive me closer to Him.
d) Scripture: 
C. Illustration: 
III. Stranger in Midian Exodus 2:16-22

A. Moses among the Midianites still does not feel at home.

1. At the birth of his son he names him Gershom (foreigner)

2. Moses had learned the truth he was a stranger in a stranger land and would remain so.

3. It was then after the birth of his son, after the reality of who he was that God then could use him to deliver his people from Egypt.

4. Moses lost all that Pharaoh had to offer. He lost all that his people had to offer. He then found all that God would give him.
B. Are we faithful enough to be “Strangers In a Strange Land?”
1. Listen to what the Bible says about Abraham in Hebrews 11
:8

a) Abraham looked for a city whose builder and maker was God

b) Isn’t this what Moses did, isn’t it what Paul did, isn’t it what John did?

c) Isn’t this what all the great heroes of the faith did?

d) Isn’t this what we are called to do?

2. Looking for a city whose builder and maker is God.
a) If we believe it then we are willing to sacrifice for it, we are willing to invest in it, we are willing to leave in order to search for it.

b) Scripture: Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
C. Illustration: Missionaries return to find no one waiting for them
.
IV. Conclusion

A. Where is your home today?

1. Have you settled for your adopted place in this world?

2. Have you tried to find in others what you can only find in God?

3. Let’s look for that city whose builder and maker is God and we’ll have the strength to be “Strangers in a Strange Land.”
V. Other Illustrations and Notes
John 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

2 Corinthians 4:18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

2 Corinthians 5:1 ¶  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
1 Peter 1:4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,
Shack in Glory

A man died and went to heaven.  He was met at the Pearly Gates by St. Peter who led him down the golden streets.  They past mansions after beautiful mansions until they came to the end of the street where they stopped in front of a shack. The man asked St. Peter why he got a hut when there were so many mansions he could live in.  St. Peter replied, "I did the best with the money you sent us."
Senator Chooses


While walking down the street one day, a senator is tragically hit by a truck and killed.  His soul arrives in Heaven and is met by St.  Peter at the entrance.


"Welcome to Heaven," says St.  Peter.  "Before you settle in, it seems there is a problem.  We seldom see a high official around these parts, you see, so we're not sure what to do with you."


"No problem, just let me in," says the senator.


"Well, I'd like to, but I have orders from higher up.  What we'll do is have you spend one day in Hell and one in Heaven.  Then you can choose where to spend eternity."


"There's no need!  I want to be in Heaven," says the senator.


"I'm sorry, but we have our rules." And with that, St.  Peter escorts him to the elevator, the doors open, and he rides the elevator down, down, down.

When the doors open again, the senator finds himself in the middle of a beautiful green golf course.  In the distance is a club, and standing in front of it are all his friends and other politicians who had worked with him.


Everyone is very happy and in formal dress.  They run to greet him, and they reminisce about the good times they had while getting rich at the expense of the people.  They play a friendly game of golf and then dine on lobster and caviar.


Also present is the Devil, who is a very friendly guy who has a good time dancing and telling jokes.  They are having such a good time that, before the senator realizes it, it is time to go.  Everyone gives him a big hug and waves while the elevator rises.  The elevator goes up, up, up, and the door reopens in Heaven where St.  Peter is waiting for him.


So 24 hours pass with the senator joining a group of contented souls moving from cloud to cloud, playing the harp and singing.  They have a good time and, before he realizes it, the 24 hours have gone by, and St.  Peter returns.


"Well, you've spent a day in Hell and another in Heaven.  Now, you must choose where you want to spend eternity."


He reflects for a minute and then answers, "Well, I would never would have thought it, I mean Heaven has been delightful, but I think I would be better satisfied in Hell."


So Saint Peter escorts him to the elevator, and down, down, down he goes into Hell.  Now, the doors of the elevator open, and he is in the middle of a barren land covered with waste and garbage.  He sees all his friends dressed in rags, picking up the trash and putting it in black bags.  And it's hot, hot, hot, and the odor is just horrible.


Sweltering hot.  Hot and miserable.  The Devil comes over to him and smoothly lays his arm around his shoulder.

"I don't understand," stammers the senator.  "The day before I was here, and there was a golf course and club, and we ate lobster and caviar and danced and had a great time.  Now all there is is a wasteland full of garbage, and my friends look miserable." 

The Devil looks at the senator, smiles, and says, "Yesterday we were campaigning.  Today you voted for us."

�I Can't Feel at Home in This World Anymore





This world is not my home, I'm just a-passing through


My treasures and my hopes are all beyond the blue;


Where many Christian children have gone on before,


And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.





cho: Oh Lord, You know I have no friend but you


     If Heaven's not my home, Oh Lord what would I do?


     Angels have taken me to Heaven's open door


     And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.





Over in glory land there is no dying there


The saints are shouting Vict'ry and singing everywhere.


I hear the voice of Nell that I have heard before


And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.


- Recorded by the Carter Family





�11 ¶  And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren.


12  And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.


13  And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?


14  And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known.


15  Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.


�  One Sunday morning, I got up and was looking through the


paper, reading the death notices and lo and behold was my name. I thought, "I wonder if the deacons have seen it?"


   I got on the phone and called one of them and said, "Have you


read the morning paper yet?"


   He said, "Yes, sir."


   I said, "Did you see my name in the death notices?"


   He said, "Yes, I did.  (Silence) Preacher, where are you


calling from?"


     - Rev. George Goldtrap, Madison, TN


     - _The Preacher Joke Book_, edited by Loyal Jones, p. 54.





�Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10  For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.





�  An old missionary couple had been working in Africa for years and were returning to New York to retire. They had no pension; their health was broken; they were defeated, discouraged, and afraid. They discovered they were booked on the same ship as President Teddy Roosevelt, who was returning  from one of his big-game hunting expeditions.


   No one paid any attention to them. They watched the fanfare that accompanied the President's entourage, with passengers trying to catch a glimpse of the great man.


   As the ship moved across the ocean, the old missionary said to his wife, "Something is wrong. Why should we have given our lives in faithful service for God in Africa all these many years and have no one care a thing about us? Here this man comes back from a hunting trip and everybody makes much over him, but nobody gives two hoots about us."


   "Dear, you shouldn't feel that way," his wife said.


   "I can't help it; it doesn't seem right."


   When the ship docked in New York, a band was waiting to greet the President. The mayor and other dignitaries were there. The papers were full of the President's arrival, but no one noticed this missionary couple. They slipped off the ship and found a cheap flat on the East Side, hoping the next day to see what they could do to make a living in the city.


   That night the man's spirit broke. He said to his wife, "I can't take this; God is not treating us fairly."


   His wife replied, "Why don't you go in the bedroom and tell that to the Lord?"


   A short time later he came out from the bedroom, but now his face was completely different. His wife asked, "Dear, what happened?"


   "The Lord settled it with me," he said. "I told him how bitter I was that the President should receive this tremendous homecoming, when no one met us as we returned home. And when I finished, it seemed as though the Lord put his hand on my shoulder and simply said, 'But you're not home yet!'"
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