
Exodus: New Direction, New Life
Sanctity of Life
Text: Exodus 1:15-21

Introduction:

Situational Ethics on Abortion

Would you consider abortion in the following 4 situations ?

1. There's a preacher and wife who are very, very poor.  They already have 14 kids. Now she finds out she's pregnant with15th.  They're living in tremendous poverty. Considering their poverty the excessive world population, would you consider recommending  she get an  abortion?

2. The father is sick with sniffles, the mother has TB. They have 4 children. 1st is blind, 2nd is dead, 3rd is deaf, 4th has TB.  She finds  she's pregnant again. Given the extreme situation,  would you consider recommending abortion?

3. A white man raped a 13 year old black girl and she got pregnant. If you

were her parents, would you consider recommending abortion?

4. A teenage girl is pregnant. She's not married. Her fiance is not the father of the baby, and he's very upset. Would you consider recommending abortion?

In the first case, you have just killed John Wesley. One of  the great evangelists in the 19th century.

In the second case, you have killed Beethoven.

In the third case, you have killed Ethel Waters, the great black gospel singer.

If you said yes to the fourth case, you have just declared the murder of Jesus Christ !!

I. The Disregard of Life Exodus 1:15-16
A. Pharaoh orders the Hebrew babies to be killed.
1. The Women were to disregard the life of the child and murder it.
2. This was for the convenience and with the authority of the government of Egypt.
B. The Supreme Court in 1973 allowed babies to be killed.
1. Abortion Statistics UNITED STATES 
a) Number of abortions per year: 1.37 Million (1996)

b) Number of abortions per day: Approximately 3,700 Who's having abortions (age)?

c) Women identifying themselves as Protestants obtain 37.4% of all abortions in the U.S.; Catholic women account for 31.3%, Jewish women account for 1.3%, and women with no religious affiliation obtain 23.7% of all abortions.  18% of all abortions are performed on women who identify themselves as "Born-again/Evangelical".

d) 1% of all abortions occur because of rape or incest; 6% of abortions occur because of potential health problems regarding either the mother or child, and 93% of all abortions occur for social reasons (i.e.  the child is unwanted or inconvenient).

e) 52% of all abortions occur before the 9th week of pregnancy, 25% happen between the 9th & 10th week, 12% happen between the 11th and 12th week, 6% happen between the 13th & 15th week, 4% happen between the 16th & 20th week, and 1% of all abortions (16,450/yr.) happen after the 20th week of pregnancy.

f) An estimated 43% of all women will have at least 1 abortion by the time they are 45 years old.  47% of all abortions are performed on women who have had at least one previous abortion.

II. The Sanctity of Life Exodus 1:17-19

A.  The Midwives refused to murder the Hebrew sons

1. The believed that life was sacred.

2. That every child whether Egyptian or Hebrew, Male or female, Free or slave was precious and every life sacred.

B. Is Life still sacred to us

1. What makes human life sacred?

a) The fact that it was created by God.

2. Scripture:

a) Psalm 127:3 "Behold, children are a gift from the Lord." God creates personally every life, Scripture makes that fact clear. 

b) Genesis 17:16, "I will bless her [Sarah] and give you a son from her, and she shall be the mother of nations." I am going to open her womb. 

c) Genesis 21:2 "Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which the Lord had spoken." God said, I closed it; I'll open it. 

d) Boaz, in Ruth 4:13, took Ruth (she was his wife), "And when he went in unto her, the Lord gave her conception." What a great statement: "The Lord gave her conception." No conception occurs ever, anywhere on the face of the earth, through all of human history, that is not a result of God's creative purpose. 

e) Job 10:8 Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me.  

(1) That word "together" literally in the Hebrew means "together all around," comprehensively, in every sense, You made me. 

f) Job 10:9-11 Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me into dust again?   Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese?   Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews.  

g) Job 31:15 Did not he that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb?  

h) Psalm 22:9, Psalm 100:3;104:30: Isaiah  44:1,24; 45:9, 11; 
i) Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.  

(1) "I knew you," (Hebrew, yaddah), as a rational creature. 

C. Illustration: John the Baptist

a) Of course, John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's womb also, as it tells us in Luke 1:15. And whatever that means, it says, "the baby leaped in her womb." It must mean that somehow that child responded to what was occurring on the outside. The Holy Spirit moved that little life into some movement, and that's a wonderful thing to contemplate, even though it is mysterious to comprehend.

III. The Blessings of God Exodus 1:20-21

A. God blessed the midwives who protected the lives of the Hebrew babies.

B. Will God do any less for us?

1. Scirpture: Galatians 6:7 7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
2. Blessings to those who refuse to abort their own children, cursing for those who refuse to protect the innocent.
a) Somewhere between 400% and 800% of suicide rates increase in women who have had abortions.

b) Hypochondria, depression, withdrawal, guilt, shame, drugs, alcohol dependency, serious emotional trauma—all of these come from abortions. 

c) Six to seven times more women die each year from legal than illegal abortions. 

d) The risk of pregnancy outside the womb which threatens the mother's life, is doubled for women who have had one abortion, and quadrupled where there has been two or more.

e) Miscarriages are almost twice as common for women who have aborted. 

f) A study of 26,000 births indicated a more than threefold increase in the number of stillborn babies and deaths of newborns among mothers who have had an abortion.

g) Since about two or three women per hundred need a blood transfusion, there is an increased risk of exposure to hepatitis and AIDS. 

h) Bleeding is more common in subsequent wanted pregnancies.

i) Many researchers have observed subsequent premature births and low birth weights.

j) Among women who have had abortions there is an increased risk of damage to the cervix. 

k) A sevenfold increase in "placenta previa" (that's where the placenta covers the birth canal and often requires a Cesarean Section).

l) About twice the risk of breast cancer when abortions were performed in the first trimester, before completing a full term pregnancy. That's because God, in part, has designed the body to begin to prepare itself for the birth of that child; when that is aborted it creates certain risk factors in the body as the body retreats to try to compensate.

m) There is up to 30% greater risk of pelvic infection.

n) Women having prior emotional or mental problems often become worse, and having an abortion produced such problems in women who previously had none. 

o) Women who have had an abortion are more likely to experience guilt, depression, and be suicidal. However, the claim that a woman will commit suicide if she is denied an abortion (and that's what the liberationists tell us) is highly unlikely, because suicide is almost nonexistent among pregnant women. Over a 20 year period, 13,500 Swedish women were refused abortions—only three committed suicide. Very, very rare.

p) After an abortion a woman is far more likely to break up with her partner, whether she is married or not. Abortion just destroys everybody in the process.
3. Blessing to a nation which refuses to abort their future.

C. Illustration: God why haven’t you cured cancer?

1. I once saw a cartoon in which a man looks toward heaven and begins to question God?

a) God why haven’t you cured cancer? Why haven’t you stopped hunger? Why haven’t you cured aids?

b) God replies, I did.

c) The man asks when?

d) God says, I caused people to be born who would fix all those things.

e) The man asks where are they?

f) And God replies, You aborted them.
IV.  Conclusion

Several years ago, a fragile young woman came to my (a doctor's) office, expecting her first baby.  One month before she was due, the baby was in a breech position.  The death rate of breech babies is high because of the difficulty in delivering the after-coming head and the imperative need of delivering it quickly after the body is born.

During the delivery, I waited as patiently as I could for the natural forces of expulsion to thoroughly dilate the firm maternal structures.  At last the time had come, and I gently drew down one little foot.  I grasped the other, but it would not come beside the first one.  To my consternation, I saw the other little foot would never be beside the first one.  The entire thigh from the hip to the knee was missing.

I knew what a dreadful effect this would have upon the unstable nervous system of the mother.  The family would almost certainly impoverish itself in taking the child to every famous orthopedist in the world.  I saw this little girl sitting sadly by herself, while the other girls danced and ran and played.

I could slow my hand; I could delay those few short moments.  No one in this world would ever know.  The mother, after the first shock of grief, would be glad she had lost a child so handicapped.

The little pink foot on the good side bobbed out from its protecting towel and pressed firmly against my slowly moving hand into whose keeping the safety of the mother and baby had been entrusted.

I couldn't do it.  I delivered the baby with her pitiful little leg.  Every foreboding came true.  The mother was in the hospital several months-she looked like a wraith of her former self.  As the years went on, I blamed myself bitterly for not having had the strength to yield to my temptation.

Our hospital stages an elaborate Christmas party each year for the staff.  This past year, three lovely young musicians on the stage played softly in unison with the organ.  I was especially fascinated by the young harpist.  She played extraordinarily well, as if she loved it.  Her slender fingers flicked across the strings, and her face was upturned as if the world that moment were a wonderful and holy place.

When the short program was over, there came running down the aisle a woman I did not know.  "Oh, you saw her," she cried.  "You must have recognized your baby.  That was my daughter who played the harp-the little girl who was born with only one good leg 17 years ago.  We tried everything at first, but now she has a whole artificial leg on that side.  Best of all, through all those years, she learned to use her hands so wonderfully.  She is going to be one of the world's greatest harpists.  She is my whole life and now she is so happy .  .  .  And here she is!" The sweet young girl had quietly approached us, her eyes glowing.

Impulsively, I took the child in my arms.  Across her warm young shoulder I saw the creeping clock of the delivery room 17 years before.  I lived again those awful moments when her life was in my hand.  As the last the last strains of "Silent Night" faded, I found comfort I had waited for so long.

-(Adapted from "Family News From Dr. James Dobson," December 1993, as condensed from the book, Christmas in My Heart, by Joe Wheeler, Review & Herald Publishing Co., 1993.)
�15 ¶  And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah:


16  And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.


17  But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive.


18  And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children alive?


19  And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them.


20  Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.


21  And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.
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